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The  History  attributed  to  Abu  Salih  the  Armenian  is  here  edited 
for  the  first  time,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  and  of  the  Administrator  of  the  National  Library  in  Paris, 
from  the  unique  MS.  purchased  by  Vansleb  in  Egypt  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  now  preserved  in  that  Institution.  The  present 
edition  is  based  upon  a  copy  made  by  the  editor  from  the  original, 
which  he  afterwards  had  the  advantage  of  comparing  with  another 
copy  most  liberally  placed  at  his  disposal  by  M.  I'Abbe  Hyvcrnat, 
together  with  the  results  of  a  collation  by  Professor  Ignazio  Guidi. 
To  these  eminent  scholars,  therefore,  the  editor  begs  to  express  his 
deepest  gratitude.  Professor  Margoiiouth  has  also  had  the  goodness 
to  look  through  both  the  copy  of  the  text  and  the  translation,  and 
to  elucidate  many  points  of  difficulty.  Mr.  Alfred  Butler,  whose  book 
on  the  Coptic  Churches  forms  the  only  work  of  importance  existing 
on  that  subject,  has  generously  coti.sented  to  aid  in  the  interpretation 
of  an  obscure  author  by  his  knowledge  of  Coptic  history  and 
archaeology;  and  his  contributions  to  the  work  are  by  no  means 
limited  to  the  notes  which  bear  his  initials.  The  system  adopted 
in  the  transcription  of  Arabic  names  is  similar  to  that  used  in 
Mr.    Butler's    Coptic    Churches,      It   does    not    pretend    to    be    perfect, 
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find  amoii^  other  defects  docs  not  express  the  J  of  the  article  before 
the  'solar  letters,'  or  the  shortening  of  the  long  final  vowel  in  j)l  anJ 
other  words  before  the  article,  or  the  Hamzah  except  in  the  middle 
of  a  word  ;  nor  are  the  nuances  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  vowels 
indicated ;  but  perhaps  no  other  system  is  preferable  to  this.  The 
vocalization  of  the  Arabic  forms  of  names  of  places  is,  where  possible, 
that  of  Yakut,  as  bein^f  in  use  at  the  time  of  our  author. 

In  the  transcription  of  the  text  the  original  has  been  closely 
followed,  the  diacritical  points  alone  being  added  where  they  were 
wanting.  Some  of  the  deviations,  however,  from  classical  ortho- 
graphy and  grammar  are  indicated  by  foot-notes  on  the  first  few  pages 
of  the  text. 

The  existence  of  the  work  has  long  been  known  to  scholars 
through  the  references  made  to  'Abu  Selah,'  and  the  passages  quoted 
from  him  by  Eusebe  Renaudot  and  £tienne  Quatremere.  Recently 
also,  M.  Amelineau,  in  his  Geographie  de  I'^gypte  A  Ct^oque  copie,  has 
made  some  little  use  of  the  history  of  Abfl  Silih,  although  he  has  by 
no  means  extracted  all  the  information  which  the  book  afibrds  on  the 
subject  of  Egyptian  geography. 

M.  Amelineau  seems  to  be  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  the  work 
of  Abu  Salih,  at  least  in  certain  portions.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
seems  to  have  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  difficulties  presented  by 
the  MS.  '  It  is  very  badly  written  in  point  of  language,'  he  says, 
'and  most  of  the  diacritical  points  are  wanting;  yet  I  have  translated 
'the  whole  of  it,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  which  it  presents.  I  believe 
'  that  the  MS.  is  incomplete  in  several  parts,  and  has  been  badly 
'bound  together.  The  possessor  of  the  MS.  has  erased  the  Coptic 
'numerical  figures  at  the  top  of  each  leaf,  in  order,  no  doubt,  that 
'the  absence  of  part  of  the  MS.  might  escape  notice.  Nevertheless, 
'the  figures  are  still   visible,   and   enable  me  to  conclude  that  a  con- 
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'siderabie  part  of  the  MS-  is  wanting,  and  that  the  leaves  are  not 
'arranged  in  their  proper  order.  Moreover,  it  is  often  impossible  to 
'  translate,  because  the  sense  cannot  be  completed.' 

The  French  scholar  here  seems  to  overstate  the  case.  From  an 
examination  of  the  MS.  made  by  the  authorities  of  the  National 
Library,  the  editor  is  able  to  say  that,  while  it  is  true  that  no  less 
than  twenty-two  leaves  are  wanting  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  the 
rest  of  the  leaves  are  bound  in  their  proper  order,  according  to  the 
Coptic  ciphers,  which  are  still  visible,  as  M.  Amelincau  states;  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  leaf  which  formed  the  thirtieth  folio  of 
the  MS.  in  its  original  state,  but  which  is  now  wanting.  The  reader, 
therefore,  will  understand  that  there  is  a  lacuna  between  fol.  8,  accord- 
ing to  the  new  or  Arabic  pagination,  and  fol.  9,  which  bears  in  the 
MS.  the  Coptic  number  31 ;  and  that  the  words  at  the  beginning 
of  fol.  9,  'This  revenue,'  &c.,  do  not  refer  to  the  preceding  estimate 
of  the  revenues  of  Egypt.  The  owner  of  the  MS.  seems  to  have 
supplied  the  first  folio  himself,  and  to  have  given  a  new  pagination 
in  Arabic  figures  to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  original  book,  so 
that  folio  23  became  folio  3,  and  so  on.  It  should  be  added  that  the 
Coptic  figures  are  wanting  on  fol.  38,  which  formed  fol.  60  of  the 
complete  MS.,  and  also  on  the  last  two  folios. 

The  word  i^  on  fol.  12a  is  translated  as  'Extreme  Unction,' 
a  meaning  which  the  word  bears  at  least  in  Africa.  In  late  Arabic, 
however,  is^  is  also  a  nomen  verbi  of  -1^ ,  and  signifies  '  to  marry '  or 
'  marriage,'  so  that  our  author  may  perhaps  here  refer  to  a  practice  of 
marrying  within  the  prohibited  degrees  then  existing  among  the  Copts. 

The  statements  of  the  Coptic  Synaxariuin,  occasionally  quoted  in 
the  notes  to  the  present  edition  of  Abfl  Salib,  arc  not  guaranteed 
as  being  always  historically  accurate.  For  instance,  the  Emperor 
Diocletian  is  usually  represented,  without  reference  to  his  colleagues  in 
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the  empire,  as  himself  carrying  on  the  persecution  which  goes  by  his 
name,  although  in  reality  he  abdicated  two  years  after  the  promulgation 
of  the  edict  which  sanctioned  and  originated  it :  and,  to  take  another 
example,  St.  Theodore  is  called  'magister  militum,'  although  this 
office  was  not  instituted  until  the  reign  of  Constantino.  Nevertheless 
valuable  traditions  of  early  Church  history,  and  in  particular  of  the 
great  persecution  itself,  are  embodied  both  in  the  Synaxarium  and  in 
the  Coptic  Acts  of  the  Martyrs,  on  which  it  is  partly  founded. 
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The  sole  indication  which  we  possess  of  the  name  of  our  author  is 
to  be  found  in  the  title  inscribed  on  the  first  page  of  the  MS.  This 
title,  however,  was  supplied,  as  it  has  already  been  said,  by  a  later 
hand;  and  it  is,  moreover,  obviously  incomplete.  No  name  .  ^here 
given  to  the  work,  beyond  the  meagre  designation  of  'chronicle'  or 
'  history ; '  and  this  is  so  contrary  to  the  rule  of  Arabic  hterature  that  it 
is  enough  by  itself  to  prove  that  the  original  title  had  been  lost.  The 
author  is  designated  by  his  praenomen  only,  as  'Abfl  Salih  the  Armenian.' 
It  is  a  recognized  fact  in  Arabic  orthography  that  the  proper  name  SSlih 
(^Hi)  is  one  of  those  which  may  by  common  custom  be  written  defectively 
without  the  1 ;  see  Vernier,  Grammaire  arabe,  i.  p.  91.  Hence  there  is  no 
reason  to  adopt  the  form  'Abu  Selah,'  used  by  Renaudot,  Quatremere, 
Ami^lineau,  and  others.  It  must,  in  the  absence  of  further  proof,  re- 
main doubtful  whether  'Abu  Saiih'  can  be  taken  as  the  true  praenomen 
{ktmyak)  of  the  author  of  the  present  work.  His  nationality,  on  the 
other  hand,  may  be  inferred,  not  only  from  the  title,  but  also  from  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  book,  for  the  lengthy  description  of  the  Armenian 
churches,  and  of  the  affairs  of  the  Armenian  patriarch,  would  tend  to 
show  that  the  writer  had  a  special  connexion  with  the  Armenian  nation  ; 
and,  although  he  often  speaks  as  though  his  sympathies  and  interests 
were  bound  up  with  those  of  the  Copts,  we  must  remember  that  this  very 
Armenian  patriarch,  of  whom  we  have  spoken,  was  consecrated  in  the 
presence  of  Gabriel,  the  seventieth  patriarch  of  the  Copts  (Renaudot,  Hist. 
Pair.  pp.  507-509) ;  and  there  are  many  other  proofs  of  friendly  intercourse 
between  the  two  races.  Moreover,  on  fol.  3  a,  the  Armenian  form  of  the 
name  Sergius  ([J^'/'^A"'  Sarkis)  is,  as  Mr.  F.  C.  Conybeare  recognizes, 
correctly  transcribed  in  Arabic  as  tj_^,  Sharkls,  and  explained  as  being 
equivalent  to  i»^,  Sirjah,     It  may  be  maintained,  therefore,  as  a  proba- 
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bility,  that  the  author  of  the  work  was  Armenian  by  nationality.  It  is 
surprising,  however,  that  M.  Amelineau  says  that '  Abou  Selah  (sic)  visited 
Egypt  at  the  moment  when  the  Armenians  were  al!-powerfui  in  that 
country.'  It  is  surely  much  more  probable  that  Abu  S31ih,  if  that  was 
his  name,  was  not  a  mere  visitor  to  Egypt,  but  rather  a  member  of  the 
Armenian  colony,  the  ancestors  of  which  had  settled  there  at  the  end  of 
theeleventhcentury  of  our  era,  under  the  protection  of  Badrai-Jamall,  the 
Armenian  vizier  to  the  caliph  Al-Mustansir ;  and  that  our  author  had  been 
born  and  bred  in  the  country.  This  would  explain  his  Arabic  name,  the 
fact  of  his  writing  in  Arabic,  and  his  familiarity  with  the  history  of  Egypt. 
As  for  his  being  in  Egypt  at  a  time  ofArmenian  preponderance  in  the  state, 
the  facts  are  precisely  the  contrary.  There  is  no  proof  that  the  Armenians 
were  in  special  favour  under  the  three  last  of  the  Eatimide  caliphs,  and 
the  greater  part  of  our  author's  life  must  have  been  passed  during  a  time 
when  the  Armenians  in  Egypt  had  succumbed  to  the  misfortunes  which 
overtook  them  at  the  time  of  the  Kurdish  invasion,  and  had  been  much 
reduced  in  numbers.    Of  these  misfortunes  ourauthorwas  an  eye-witness. 

The  work  itself  affords  sufficient  internal  evidence  of  the  date  of  its 
composition,  for  the  author  constantly  refers  to  events  which,  he  says, 
happened  in  his  own  time,  and  to  incidents  in  his  own  life,  of  which  he 
gives  us  the  date.  Thus  on  fol.  4  b  he  tells  us  of  an  interview  which  he 
had  at  Cairo  with  the  physician  Abu  'I-K^sim  al-'Askalani,  in  A.  H.  568 
=A.D.  1173.  Again  on  fol.  6j  a  he  mentions  a  visit  which  he  paid  in 
A.  H.  569 = A.  D.  1174  to  the  monastery  of  NahyS.  But  the  latest  date 
given  in  the  book  is  that  of  the  death  of  Mark  ibn  al-Kanbar  in  the 
month  of  Amshir  A.M.  924=Jan.-Feb.,  A,  D-  1208.  The  composition 
of  the  work,  therefore,  may  confidently  be  assigned  to  the  first  years 
of  the  thirteenth  century  of  our  era,  when  the  writer  had  probably 
reached  a  considerable  age. 

In  spite  of  these  distinct  indications  of  date,  however,  M.  Amelineau 
speaks  as  if  the  work  had  been  composed  at  a  much  later  period, 
for  he  begins  his  account  of  AbQ  Salih  as  follows:  'I  must  also 
'  speak  of  an  author  who  wrote  in  Arabic,  and  who  has  left  us  a  history 
'of  the  churches  and  monasteries  of  Egypt,  written  in  the  year  1054  of 
'  the  Martyrs,  that  is  to  say  in  the  year  1338  of  our  era.     He  was  called 
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' Abou  Selah  (sic),  and  was  an  Armenian  by  nationality'  {Gi'ogr.  p.  xxiv). 
The  fact  Is  that  M.  Amchneau  is  here  speaking  of  the  date  at  which  the 
copy,  now  in  the  National  Library,  was  made;  but  his  readers  may 
certainly  be  pardoned  if  they  understand  him  to  be  giving  the  date  of 
the  composition  of  the  work.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  copy  was  finished 
on  Ba'unah  3,  a.m.  X054  — Dhu  '1-Ka'dah  8,  A.  11,  738  — May  27,  a.d.  1348, 
as  the  copyist  himself  informs  us  in  his  note  at  the  end  of  the  book. 

The  title  supplied  by  a  later  hand  on  fol.  i  b  of  the  MS.  describes 
the  book  as  a  'history,  containing  an  account  of  the  districts  and  fiefs  of 
'I^gypt-'  -As,  however,  the  principal  part  of  the  work  is  taken  up 
with  an  account  of  churches  and  monasteries,  with  regard  to  which  it 
supplies  us  with  much  original  information,  I  have  furnished  the  new 
title  of  'Churches  and  Monasteries  of  Egypt.'  This  new  title  is  in 
accordance  with  the  description  of  the  MS.  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
National  Library,  where  it  is  called  'Histoire  des  eglises  et  des 
'monasttres  de  I'Egypte.'  The  object  of  the  author  would  seem  to 
have  been  to  collect  information  of  all  sorts  about  Egypt  and  the 
neighbouring  countries;  but  he  evidently  desired  above  all  to  describe 
the  churches  and  monasteries,  and  to  narrate  incidents  of  ecclesiastical 
history.  It  is  to  those  concerned  with  this  last-named  branch  of  study 
that  the  work  of  Abu  Salih  should  be  of  special  interest. 

The  only  work  now  existing  in  Arabic  of  a  similar  character  to  tlie 
present  work  is  that  portion  of  the  Khitat  of  A!-Makrizi  which  contains 
an  account  of  the  Coptic  churches  and  monasteries,  and  which  is  affixed 
as  an  appendix  to  this  volume.  Other  Mahometan  writers,  however, 
besides  Al-Makrizi,  composed  works,  which  are  now  lost,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Christian  monasteries,  and  the  most  celebrated  of  them  was  Ash- 
Shabushti,  who  is  quoted  by  our  author  and  also  by  Al-KazwtnJ,  Yakfit, 
Al-Makrizi,  and  others. 

Indeed,  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  present  work. 
is  the  constant  reference  which  it  makes  to  the  relations  between  the 
Christians  of  Egypt  and  their  Mahometan  fellow-countrymen.  These 
relations,  naturally,  varied  in  their  character  from  time  to  time.  There 
were  periods  of  disturbance,  marked  by  outrages  committed  by  the 
stronger  race  upon  the  weaker,  by  riots,  incendiarism,  murders,  or  even 
b  2 
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by  systematic  persecution,  as  in  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Al-Hakim.  But 
there  were  also  periods  when  the  two  races  Hved  peacefully  side  by  side, 
and  the  adherents  of  the  two  creeds  were  on  the  best  of  terms  with  one 
another.  Sometimes  the  Muslim  governors  would  authorize  and  even 
assist  in  the  restoration  of  the  churches,  contrary  as  this  was  to  the 
written  law  of  Islam.  Mahometans  were  in  some  places  allowed  to  be 
present  at  the  celebration  of  the  Christian  liturgy,  although  the  stricter 
among  the  Copts  regarded  this  as  a  profanation.  One  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  magnificent  princes  that  have  ever  ruled  Egypt,  KhamSrawaih,  the  son 
of  Ahmad  ibn  TCiIun,  used  to  spend  hours  in  silent  admiration  before  the 
mosaics,  representing  the  Virgin  and  Child,  attended  by  Angels,  and 
surrounded  by  the  Twelve  Apostles,  in  the  Melkite  church  at  the 
monastery  of  Al-Kusair,  where,  moreover,  he  built  a  loggia  in  order  that 
he  might  sit  there  with  his  friends  to  enjoy  the  scenery,  and,  it  must  be 
confessed,  also  to  quaiT  the  good  wine,  prepared  by  the  monks  and  fully 
appreciated  by  the  laxer  followers  of  the  Arabian  prophet. 

The  present  work  in  its  existing  form  is  an  abridgment  of  the 
original,  as  the  copyist  himself  informs  us  in  his  final  note.  He  adds 
that  his  abridgment  has  been  unsuccessfully  carried  out,  and  while 
we  may  admire  his  modesty,  we  must  of  necessity  agree  with  him  on 
this  point.  Nothing  could  be  worse  than  the  present  form  of  the  work, 
which  resembles  rather  a  collection  of  undigested  notes  than  a  deliberate 
composition  in  its  finished  shape.  That  feature  of  the  book  which  it  is 
most  difficult  to  understand  is  the  repetition  of  passages  on  the  same 
subject,  and  sometimes  almost  in  the  same  words.  We  meet  with 
a  short  account  of  some  place,  which  is  then  dropped,  and  the  history 
proceeds  to  the  discussion  of  other  matters,  only  to  recur  some  pages 
further  on  to  the  subject  which  it  had  apparently  left.  Thus,  for  instance, 
the  passage  on  the  Fayyum  on  fol.  itf  is  repeated  in  slightly  different 
terms  on  fol.  70 ;  the  description  of  BOstr  Eana  and  other  places  on 
fol.  17  occurs  again,  almost  word  for  word,  on  fol.  68;  and  often  after 
leaving  a  place,  we  are  brought  back  to  it  and  receive  further  information 
about  it.    There  appears  to  be  no  arrangement  or  order  in  the  work  at  all. 

We  do  not  know  what  may  have  been  the  subjects  which  occupied  the 
first  score  of  leaves,  now  lost  to  us.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  conjectured 
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that  they  were  filled  with  an  account  of  the  churches  of  Lower  Egypt  and 
Cairo,  and  of  the  monasteries  of  the  WSdi  Habib,  which  could  hardly  be 
neglected  in  such  a  work.  Probably  also  we  have  lost  part  of  the 
history  of  the  Armenians  in  Egypt. 

The  book,  as  we  have  it  at  present,  opens  with  an  account  of  the 
Armenian  monastery  and  churches  at  AUBasatin,  a  little  to  the  south  of 
Cairo.  The  latter  buildings  consisted  of  a  '  Great  Church,' or  main  building, 
to  which  a  smaller  church  or  chapeJ  was  attached  after  the  manner  of 
churches  in  Egypt.  Sometimes  these  dependent  churches  were  on  the 
same  floor  as  the  principal  edifice,  and  sometimes  they  formed  an  upper 
story  to  it.  The  mention  of  the  Armenian  monastery  and  churches  leads 
our  author  to  a  digression  on  the  recent  history  of  the  Armenians  in  Egypt, 
and  on  the  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  them  during  his  own  lifetime. 
He  then  starts  off  upon  quite  a  different  matter,  namely  the  revenues  of 
the  Coptic  church  and  of  the  Egyptian  rulers;  but  this  is  a  subject  to 
which  he  recurs  quite  unexpectedly  in  one  or  two  subsequent  paragraphs. 
Then  comes  what  is  almost  the  only  uninterrupted  narrative  or  descrip- 
tion in  the  book,  that  is  the  account  of  the  so-called  heretic  Mark  ibn 
al-Kanbar.  Next  follows  a  list  of  certain  remarkable  features  of  Egypt 
and  of  distinguished  men  who  have  Jived  in  that  country;  but  in  the 
middle  of  this  is  inserted  a  note  on  the  churches  of  Busir  Bana  and  other 
places.  Then,  after  a  note  on  the  boundaries  of  Egypt,  comes  an  account  of 
the  city  of  Al-Fustat  and  its  churches,which  would  seem  to  be  fairly  system- 
atic and  complete  were  it  not  for  notes  on  king  Aftutis,  the  revenues  of 
Egypt,  Nebuchadnezzar  and  the  patriarch  Demetrius,  inserted  in  the  middle 
of  it  without  any  apparent  occasion  for  them.  After  describing  the  churches 
of  Al-Fustat,  our  author  proceeds  up  the  Nile,  noticing  the  churches  and 
monasteries  in  the  towns  and  villages,  principally,  of  course,  on  the 
more  populous  western  bank;  but  he  does  not  go  straight  on  in  his 
journey;  he  frequently  dashes  from  south  to  north,  and  then  again  from 
north  to  south  in  a  manner  which  would  horrify  us  in  a  modern  guide  to  . 
the  Nile;  and  he  still  keeps  up  his  trick  of  inserting  notes  from  time  to 
time  on  perfectly  irrelevant  matters.  After  reaching  Nubia,  our  author 
returns  again  down  the  Nile  for  a  short  visit  to  certain  places  in  Egypt 
which  he  had  passed  over  ;  and  then  he  suddenly  takes  us  to  Abyssinia, 
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to  India,  to  North -Africa,  and  even  to  Spain,  and  the  sliores  of  the 
Atlantic,  ending  up  with  south-western  Arabia,  and  with  the  mention 
of  certain  ancient  cities,  the  foundation  of  which  is  referred  to  the 
remotest  antiquity. 

The  most  valuable  part  of  the  present  work  is  probably  that  part 
which  the  author  based  upon  his  own  experience,  and  did  not  borrow  - 
from  other  writers.  Much  of  the  information  with  which  he  supplies  us 
on  the  churches  and  monasteries  of  Egypt  seems  to  be  of  this  character. 
Thus  he  himself  tells  us  that  great  part  of  his  account  of  the  Monastery 
of  Nahya  is  derived  from  what  he  saw  and  heard  during  a  visit  which 
he  paid  there  for  devotional  purposes  in  the  year  569  of  the  Hegira, 
A  young  monk  whom  he  met  in  the  monastery  on  this  occasion  seems 
to  have  been  questioned  by  him,  and  to  have  discoursed  to  him  at  some 
length  on  the  history  of  the  place.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
our  author  had  also  visited  in  person  the  churches  and  monasteries  of 
Cairo  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  had  made  similar  enquiries  of  the 
priests  and  monks  as  to  the  foundation  and  restoration  of  these  buildings 
and  other  matters  of  interest  concerning  them.  But  how  far  our  author 
had  travelled  up  the  Nile  is  doubtful;  and  perhaps  he  had  not  himself 
seen  the  great  White  Monastery  of  Saint  Sinuthius,  opposite  to  Ikhmim. 
If  he  had  been  in  that  neighbourhood,  he  would  surely  also  have  spoken 
of  the  'Red  Monastery.'  Similarly,  it  is  probable  that  he  had  not  paid 
a  personal  visit  to  the  Monastery  of  Saint  Anthony  near  the  Red  Sea, 
for  if  he  had,  he  would  have  given  a  fuller  account  of  the  neighbouring 
Monastery  of  Saint  Paul. 

Some  of  our  author's  statements  with  regard  to  these  churches 
and  monasteries  which  he  had  not  himself  seen,  probably  rest  upon 
the  testimony  of  some  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances  whom  he 
questioned  on  the  subject.  Part,  however,  of  what  he  tells  us  is 
borrowed  from  the  Book  of  the  Monasteries  of  Ash-Shabushti,  a  work 
in  prose  and  verse  much  read  at  the  time.  The  author,  Abu  '1-Husain 
'All  ibn  Muljammad  ash-Shabushtl,  was  a  Mahometan,  and  his  work 
is  a  proof  of  the  constant  practice  on  the  part  of  Muslims  of  resort- 
ing to  the  Christian  monasteries,  for  the  purpose  of  sauntering  in 
their  gardens,  sitting  in  their  galleries  and  loggias,  and  drinking  their 
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wines.  Besides  Ash-Shabushti.  other  writers,  such  as  Abu  Bakr 
Muhammad  al-KhSh"di,  Abu  'Uthman  Sa'd  al-Khaiidi,  and  Abu  'l-Faraj 
al-IsfahAni,  composed  works  on  the  monasteries  in  the  course  of  the 
tenth  century  of  our  era,  and  Ibn  Khallikan  tells  us  that  many  other 
books  were  written  in  the  Arabic  language  on  the  same  subject.  The 
work  of  Ash-Shabushti  contained  an  account  of  all  the  monasteries  of 
Al-'Irak,  Al-Mausil,  Mesopotamia,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  with  all  the  poems 
composed  on  them,  and  a  history  of  the  events  which  concerned  them. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  this  work  is  lost,  and  only  known  to  us  through 
quotations  made  from  it  by  other  writers.  Ash-Shabushti,  who  is  said 
to  have  died  at  Al-Fustat  or  '  Old  Cairo '  in  A.  II.  388  or  390,  was  private 
librarian  and  reader  to  the  Fatimide  caliph  Al-'Aziz,  and  his  agreeable 
manners  and  conversation  led  the  sovereign  to  make  him  his  constant 
boon-companion.  It  is  in  accordance  with  this  character  that  he  wrote 
of  the  monasteries  chiefly  as  places  for  enjoying  pleasant  social  inter- 
course and  drinking  wine.  The  surname  Ash-Shabushti  is  difficult  to 
explain,  and  Ibn  Khallikan  says  that  he  'repeatedly  made  researches  to 
'discover  the  origin  of  the  surname,  but  that  all  his  pains  were  fruitless, 
'  until  he  found  that  the  chamberlain  to  the  Dailamite  prince  Washmaghir 
'  ibn  Ziyir  was  also  called  Ash-Shdbushti,  from  which  it  appears  that 
'  this  is  a  Dailamite  family  name.' 

Part  of  our  author's  information  with  regard  to  the  churches  and 
monasteries  of  Egypt,  and  to  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  that  country, 
is  derived  from  the  Biographies  of  the  Patriarchs,  compiled  in  the  ninth 
century  by  Severus,  bishop  of  Al-Ushmunain,  and  from  the  continuation 
of  the  Biographies  by  a  later  writer.  The  name  of  this  work  is 
well  known  to  scholars,  because  Renaudot  based  upon  it  the  greater  "* 
part  of  his  Hisioria  Patriarckarum  Alexandrinorum  Jacobitarum; 
but  the  work  itself  has  never  been  published,  either  in  the  original 
Arabic  or  in  a  translation,  although  copies  of  it  are  to  be  found  in 
European  libraries.  The  publication  of  this  work  is  much  to  be  desired, 
as  it  affords  a  great  mass  of  information  on  the  ecclesiastical  history  of 
Egypt,  since  the  schism  of  Dioscorus,  which  is  not  supplied  from  any 
other  source ;  and  although  Renaudot  has  revealed  to  the  learned 
world  part  of  its  contents,  there  is  a  very  large  part  only  to  be  known 
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at  present  through  a  study  of  the  original  Arabic  MSS.  It  is  from 
these  patriarchal  biographies  that  our  author  borrows  the  greater  part 
of  what  he  tells  us  on  the  subject  of  the  history  of  the  Coptic  patriarchs, 
and  part  of  what  he  says  on  the  churches  and  monasteries.  It  is  thence 
that  he  takes,  for  instance,  his  account  of  the  visit  of  Al-Kasim  to  the 
White  Monastery. 

The  Patriarchal  Biographies  of  Severus  of  Al-Ushmunain  are  based 
in  their  earlier  portion,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  on  Greek  and  Coptic 
documents  preserved  in  the  ancient  Monastery  of  Saint  Macarius  in  the 
Nitrian  Valley.  In  the  later  part  the  compiler  has  inserted  the  works  of 
certain  writers  almost  without  change,  such  as  the  biography  of  the 
patriarch  Khd'il  or  Michael  by  John  the  deacon,  a  contemporary  and 
acquaintance  of  that  patriarch,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  series 
written  by  George,  archdeacon  and  secretary  of  the  patriarch  Simon. 
Many  of  our  author's  quotations  arc  taken  from  the  life  of  the  patriarch 
Michael. 

Another  writer,  to  whom  our  author  is  considerably  indebted,  is 
better  known  to  European  readers,  since  his  histoiy  was  published  in 
1654-6  by  Pococke,  at  Oxford.  This  is  Sa'id  ibn  al-Ratrik,  the  Mclkke 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  whose  name  was  translated  into  Greek  in  the 
form  Eutychius.  He  was  a  famous  physician,  as  well  as  a  priest,  and 
composed  a  medical  work  in  addition  to  his  historical  labours.  His 
chief  work,  however,  was  that  from  which  our  author  quotes,  namely  the 
Na^m  al-Jatihar  or  Row  of  jewels,  to  which  the  European  editor  has  ^1, 
given  the  Latin  title  of  Etityckii  Annales.  It  is  a  history,  beginning 
with  the  earliest  events  narrated  in  the  Bible,  and  continued  down  to 
the  author's  own  time;  but  its  most  valuable  part  is  the  ecclesiastical 
chronicle  of  Egypt  which  it  contains.  The  author  was  born  at  Al-Fustat 
in  A.  H.  263  — A.  D,  877,  became  Melkite  patriarch  of  Alexandria  in 
A.H.  321  ^  A.  D.  932,  and  died  in  the  latter  city  in  A.  H.  328  =  A.  D.  940. 

Our  author  makes  more  references  than  one  to  a  writer  whom  he 
calls  Mahbub  ibn  Kustantin  al-Manbajt,  that  is  '  Mahbub,  son  of  Con- 
'  stantine,  a  native  of  the  city  of  Manbaj.'  This  writer  also  bore  the  Greek 
name  Agapius,  corresponding  to  his  Arabic  appellation.  He  composed 
a  history  of  the  world  in  two  parts,  of  which  a  copy  of  the  first  part  is 
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pfeserved  at  Oxford,  and  a  copy  of  the  second  part,  relating  events  from 
the  Incarnation  onwards,  exists  at  Florence.  The  latter  work,  howeveri 
has  been  carried  on  by  a  continuator  down  to  the  year  A.  D.  1313,  and 
this  has  occasioned  the  erroneous  belief  that  Mahbiib  himself  lived  in 
the  fourteenth  century.  Mahbfib  is  a  writer  several  times  quoted  by 
Al-Makin  in  the  first  part  of  his  history.  According  to  the  Florentine 
MS.,  Mahbub  or  Agapius  was  a  Jacobite  or  monophysite  bishop  of 
Manbaj. 

Use  was  also  made  in  the  work  now  edited  of  a  History  of  the  • 
Councils,  of  the  homilies  of  the  patriarch  Theophilus,  and  of  a  Guide  to 
the  Festivals.  It  seems  that  there  were  several  of  such  Guides  in  the 
ecclesiastical  literature  of  Egypt,  and  the  Synaxaria  were  partly  based 
upon  them.  Our  author  was,  moreover,  acquainted  with  some  at  least  of 
the  biblical  books,  and  he  quotes  from  the  Pentateuch,  the  Prophets,  and 
the  Gospels. 

He  would  seem  to  have  read  the  romance  of  AurS,  which  still  exists 
in  Arabic,  and  was  probably  translated  from  the  Coptic. 

The  carious  work  called  the  Book  of  Clement  or  Apocalypse  of  Peter 
is  also  quoted  by  our  author  at  the  end  of  his  history.  Copies  of  this 
work  exist  in  Europe,  as,  for  instance,  in  Paris  and  at  Oxford. 

Our  author  does  not  tell  us  whence  he  derived  his  accounts  of  Nubia, 
of  Abyssinia,  and  of  the  Indian  Christians.  Of  Nubia  he  may  have 
read  in  the  work  of  'Abd  Allah  ibn  Ahmad  ibn  Sula'im,  quoted  by 
Al-Makrizi.  Of  Abyssinia  he  may  have  learnt  something  from  the 
envoys  who  frequently  arrived  in  Egypt  from  that  country,  as  bearers 
of  despatches  addressed  to  the  Coptic  patriarch.  Of  India  he  may 
have  received  information  from  the  mouths  of  Christian  travellers;  or 
perhaps  those  Indian  priests  who  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  century 
came  to  Egypt,  to  beg  the  Coptic  patriarch  to  send  out  a  bishop  to 
their  fellow-countrymen,  may  have  left  behind  them  some  account  of 
the  state  of  Christianity  in  India. 

In  those  parts  of  his  work  which  treat  of  the  general  history  of 

Egypt,  our  author  chiefly  follows  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  and  AI-Kind!. 

Copies  of  the  Fut^li  Misr  or  History  of  the  Conquest  of  Egypt  by  the 

Muslims,  composed  by  the  former  of  these  two  writers,  exist  in  Paris. 

c  cii.  J.] 
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The  author,  'Abd  ar-Rahmtin  'Abd  AlUli  ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam,  seems  to 
have  written  at  the  end  of  the  second  century  of  the  Hegira,  but  the 
work  was  continued  by  his  disciples,  and  in  the  Paris  MSS.  goes  down 
to  the  end  of  the  third  century.  There  is  little  legend  in  the  work, 
which  consists  chiefly  of  pure  history,  and  in  this  respect  compares 
favourably  with  later  histories,  such  as  those  of  Al-Makrki  and  As- 
Suyuti.  Al-Kindi,  who  is  called  by  Haji  Khalfah  the  first  Arab  historian 
of  Egypt,  died  in  A.  H.  247  =  A.  D.  860,  or  according  toothers  in  A.H.  350= 
A.  D.  961.  The  title  of  his  great  work  was  Khitat  Misr  or  Topography 
and  History  of  Misr^  its  object  being  to  describe  the  foundation  of  the 
city  of  Misr  and  its  subsequent  alterations.  This  work  seems  to  have 
been  the  basis  and  mode!  of  the  later  works  named  Khitat.  such  as  that 
of  Al-Makrtzi.  Two  other  works  of  Al-Kindi  exist  in  manuscript  at  the 
British  Museum,  namely  a  History  of.  the  Governors  of  Egypt  and  a 
History  of  the  Cadis.  Al-Kindi  also  wrote  a  book  called  Fadd'il  Misr 
or  Excellences  of  Egypt,  which  is  quoted  by  our  author  more  than 
once.  The  full  name  of  AUKindi  is  Abd  'Umar  Muhammad  ibn  Yusuf 
al-Kindl.  Some  of  his  works  were  continued  by  Abu  Muhammad 
ai-Hasan  ibn  Ibrlihim  ibn  ZulSk,  who  died  A.H.  387  =  a.d.  997,  and 
who  is  once  quoted  by  our  author,  through  a  copyist's  error,  as  An-Nasr 
ibn  Zdiak. 

The  great  history  of  At-Tabar!  had  also  formed  the  subject  of  our 
author's  studies,  as  he  shows  by  his  reference  towards  the  end  of  the 
work. 

Finally,  our  author,  although  a  Christian,  shows  on  more  than  one 
occasion  that  he  is  not  unacquainted  with  the  Koran  itself,  thus  giving 
a  fresh  proof  of  the  friendly  feeling  which  existed  between  Christians 
and  Muslims  at  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  of  our  era. 

From  the  account  given  above  of  the  plan,  or  rather  want  of  plan,  of 
Abu  Saiih's  work,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  resembles  a  note-book  which 
has  not  yet  been  put  into  order,  rather  than  a  formal  composition.  It  is 
clear  then  that  such  a  book  could  hardly  be  worth  publication  were  it 
not  that,  in  the  words  of  the  author,  '  he  has  here  collected  information 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  work  of  any  other  writer,' 

The  present  work  is  full  of  allusions  to  the  history  of  Egypt,  and 
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especially  to  the  more  important  periods,  such  as  the  Mahometan 
conquest,  the  overthrow  of  the  Omeyyad  dynasty,  the  rule  of  Ahmad 
ibn  TQlQii  and  hia  son  Khamilrawaih,  and  the  invasion  by  the  Fatimide 
caliph  Al-Mu'izz.  The  conquest  of  Egypt  began  in  a.h.  iS,  when  "Amr 
ibn  al-'Asi  entered  the  country  by  the  Syrian  frontier,  and  subdued  the 
imperial  forces  in  a  battle  near  Pelusium,  where  the  Arab  town  of  Al- 
Farama  afterwards  stood.  'Amr  then  advanced  upon  the  fortress  of 
Babylon,  about  ten  miles  to  the  south  of  Heliopolis,  which  was,  after 
a  long  siege,  ceded  to  him  by  the  treachery  of  George  son  of  Mennas,  the 
'Mukaukis.'  After  this  it  was  necessary  to  attack  the  capita!  of  the 
country,  Alexandria,  and  here  again  serious  resistance  was  offered  to 
the  Muslims.  The  siege  of  Alexandria  lasted  several  months,  so  that  the 
conquest  of  Egypt  was  not  completed  until  the  first  of  Muharram, 
A.H.  20  (a. D.  641).  The  conqueror  did  not,  however,  select  Alexandria 
as  his  capital,  but  chose  a  spot  easier  of  access  from  Mecca  and  Medina, 
namely  the  Fortress  of  Babylon  and  its  neighbourhood,  as  the  site  of 
the  new  city  which  he  founded  and  named  Fustat  Misr. 

From  the  time  of  the  conquest,  Egypt  was  governed  by  walis, 
appointed  by  the  caliphs,  who  rarely  visited  the  country  themselves. 
The  last  of  the  Omeyyad  caliphs,  however,  Marwan  II,  who  reigned 
from  A.  H.  126  to  133,  took  refuge  in  Egypt  from  the  armies  of  the  new 
claimant  to  the  caliphate,  As-SafTah,  the  Abbaside.  The  Khorassanian 
troops  of  the  latter  pursued  Marwan,  who  set  fire  to  the  city  of  Fustat 
Misr,  and,  having  crossed  the  Nile,  destroyed  all  the  boats  upon  the  river 
in  order  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  A  vivid  picture  of  this 
disastrous  conflict  is  given  us  by  an  eye-witness,  the  contemporary 
biographer  of  the  Coptic  patriarch  Michael,  whose  life  is  included  in 
the  compilatioi)  of  Severus  of  Al-Ushmunain.  The  Khorassantans  soon 
found  boats  with  which  to  cross  the  river;  and  they  pursued  MarwSn  as 
far  as  Biisir  KQridus,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Fayyum,  where  they  put 
him  to  death.  His  head  was  sent  round  the  country  as  a  proof  of  the 
extinction  of  the  Omeyyad  dynasty  and  the  victory  of  the  Abbasides. 

The  Omeyyad  caliphs  had  resided  at  Damascus,  and  the  Abbasides 
established  their  court  in  A.  D.  750  at  the  newly-erected  city  of  Bagdad, 
so  that  Egypt  was  still  ruled  by  walls,  who,  on  account  of  their  remote- 
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ness  from  the  seat  of  the  central  government,  soon  became  practically 
independent.  One  of  the  most  celebrated  governors  of  Egypt  was 
Ahmad  ibn  Tulun,  who  ruled  the  country  from  A.  H.  2,^4  to  270.  By 
this  time  the  importance  of  the  city  of  Fust4t  Misr  had  greatly 
diminished.  The  Hamris  or  quarters  to  the  north  of  Al-Fustfit, 
founded  at  the  time  of  the  Arab  conquest,  had  fallen  into  decay,  and 
the  ground  had  become  bare  of  houses ;  but  upon  the  flight  of  Marw^n 
into  Egypt,  the  Abbaside  troops  had  settled  upon  it,  and  gave  it  its  new 
name  of  Al-'Askar,  and  here  the  emirs  who  ruled  Egypt  resided.  It 
was  in  this  quarter,  now  called  the  quarter  of  Ibn  Tiilun,  that  Ahmad 
built  his  great  mosque.  He  no  longer,  however,  chose  to  reside  here, 
but  founded  the  new  quarter  of  Al-Kata'i',  which  extended  from  the 
lowest  spurs  of  the  Mukattam  hills  to  the  mosque  of  Ibn  TOlOn. 
Neither  Al-'Askar  nor  Al-Kata'i'  was  destined  to  exist  long.  When  the 
Fatimide  caliph  Al-Mu'izz  sent  his  general  Jauhar  to  invade  Egypt,  the 
latter  demolished  the  houses  between  Al-Fustat  and  his  own  new  city  of 
Cairo,  which  formed  these  two  quarters,  and  they  thus  entirely  disappeared, 
save  for  the  Christian  monasteries  and  churches,  which,  as  Abil  Salib 
tells  us,  still  remained  in  the  Hamrds,  as  the  antiquaries  of  Egypt 
continued  to  call  the  place. 

Between  the  fall  of  the  Omeyyads  and  the  appearance  of  the 
Fatimides,  it  would  seem  that  the  Christians  of  Egypt  enjoyed  greater 
prosperity  than  had  been  their  lot  during  the  later  days  of  the  fallen 
dynasty.  Nor  do  the  Fatimide  caliphs  appear  to  have  treated  their 
Christian  subjects  with  harshness,  with  the  notable  exception  of  the 
fanatical  Al-Hakim,  the  great  persecutor  of  the  Copts  and  Syrians. 
The  work  now  published  is  full  of  instances  of  benevolence  shown  to 
the  Copts,  and  practical  favours  conferred  upon  them  by  Mahometan 
rulers  and  officials. 

The  work  of  Abu  S^ilih  was  composed  immediately  after  a  great 
revolution  in  the  affairs  of  Egypt,  following  the  invasion  of  the  Kurds 
and  Ghuzz  updcr  the  leadership  of  Shirkuh  and  Saladin.  This  invasion 
was  due  to  the  unscrupulous  intrigues  of  Sh^war  as-Sa'di,  the  vizier  of 
the  last  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs,  A!-'Adid  li-dini  'llah.  Shawar  had 
been   in    the    service    of  a   formef  vizier,   As-SSlih    ibn  Ruzzik,  who 
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appointed  him  wfili  of  Upper  Egypt,  a  post  only  second  in  importance 
to  the  vizierate ;  and  in  this  capacity  Shawar  had  shown  much  ability, 
and  gained  great  influence  over  the  principal  officials  of  the  country. 
On  the  death  of  As-Salih,  hov/ever,  in  the  year  556  (a.  d.  1161),  his  son 
and  successor  in  the  vizierate,  Al-'Adil,  jealous  of  ShSwar's  influence, 
deprived  him  of  his  office,  in  spite  of  the  warnings  against  such  a  step 
which  had  been  uttered  by  Ibn  Ruzzik  upon  his  death-bed.  Shawar 
assembled  a  body  of  troops,  marched  to  Cairo  early  in  the  year  55S, 
and,  on  the  flight  of  Al-'Adil,  pursued  him  and  put  him  to  death, 
himself  assuming  the  reins  of  government  as  vizier,  under  the  nominal 
supremacy  of  the  Fatimide  caliph. 

In  the  month  of  RamadSn  of  the  same  year,  however,  a  fresh 
aspirant  to  the  vizierate  appeared  in  the  person  of  Ad-Dirghtlm,  who, 
collecting  a  body  of  troops,  forced  Sh4war  to  flee  from  Cairo,  and  put 
himself  in  his  place.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  the  year  558,  the  post  of 
vizier  was  held  by  three  statesmen  in  succession.  Shawar,  however, 
took  the  bold  step  of  making  his  way  to  Syria,  and  applying  for  aid 
to  Nur  ad-Din,  the  most  powerful  Mahometan  prince  of  his  time. 
Accordingly,  in  the  month  of  Jum^dS  the  First  of  the  year  559,  Niir 
ad-Din  despatched  a  body  of  Turkish  and  Kurdish  troops  to  Egypt 
under  the  command  of  a  Kurdish  general,  then  in  his  service,  named 
Asad  ad-Din  Shirkiih.  On  the  arrival  of  the  army  of  Nur  ad-Din, 
Dirgham  was  defeated  and  slain,  and  Shawar  was  restored  to  his  post 
of  vizier.  He,  however,  now  refused  to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract, 
and  would  neither  grant  money  nor  land  to  the  troops,  nor  send  to  Niir 
ad-Din  that  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Egypt  which  he  had  promised. 
Upon  this,  the  Kurdish  genera!  seized  the  city  of  Bilbais,  and  great  part 
of  the  province  of  Ash-Sharkiyah.  The  unscrupulous  vizier,  however, 
instead  of  satisfying  the  just  expectations  of  his  auxiliaries,  sent  messen- 
gers to  the  natural  enemy  of  his  countrymen  and  his  religion,  the  Frankish 
king  of  Jerusalem,  offering  him  a  sum  of  money  if  he  would  defend 
Egypt  against  Nur  ad-Din  and  his  troops,  who,  he  said,  had  formed 
the  design  of  conquering  the  valley  of  the  Nile.  Complying  with  this 
request,  Amaury  led  a  body  of  troops  to  Egypt  and  besieged  Shirkiih 
at  Bilbais  during  three  months,  but  without  success  in  spite  of  the  low 
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walls  and  the  absence  of  a  moat.  Suddenly  the  news  came  that  Nur  ad- 
Din  had  captured  HSrim,  and  was  marching  upon  IJaniyas.  On  hearing 
this,  the  Franks  hastened  homewards  to  defend  their  own  country,  after 
inducing  the  besieged  general,  who  was  ignorant  of  any  cause  for  the  Prank- 
ish retreat,  to  make  terms  by  which  he  bound  himself  to  leave  Egypt  also. 

In  the  year  562,  Asad  ad-Din  Shirkilh  was  again  sent  to  Egypt  by 
Nur  ad-Din,  who  was  now  filled  with  the  desire  of  subduing  that  country, 
and  had  obtained  from  the  Abbaside  caliph  Al-Mustadi  a  sanction  for 
his  enterprise,  which  made  It  a  crusade  with  the  object  of  extinguishing 
the  rival  dynasty  of  the  Fatimides.  Amaury,  however,  was  again  induced 
by  a  bribe  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  Shiiwar  and  his  nominal  master 
Ai-'Adid,  and  this  time  actually  entered  Cairo,  while  a  sandstorm 
destroyed  part  of  the  army  of  Shlrkidi,  who  was  forced  to  retreat.  In 
the  same  campaign,  part  of  Amaury's  army  was  defeated  by  Shirkijh, 
and  Alexandria  submitted  to  the  Kurdish  general ;  but  finally  the  latter 
retired  from  Egypt  after  a  blockade  which  drove  him  to  make  terms 
with  the  king  of  the  Franks. 

The  third  and  final  campaign  of  Shirkuh  in  Egypt  began  in  the 
month  of  Rabi'  the  First  of  the  year  ,04.  The  Prankish  king  had  soon 
broken  ofif  his  alliance  with  the  Fatimide  caliph,  on  the  plea  of  treachery 
on  the  part  of  the  Egyptians,  and  making  a  sudden  descent  upon  Al- 
Parama,  the  ancient  Pehisium,  he  had  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  sword. 
Shawar  now  once  more  asked  for  help  from  Nur  ad-Din,  whom  he  had 
treated  so  unfaithfully,  and  ShirkCih  with  his  nephew  Yusnf  ibn  AyyCib 
Saiah  ad-Din,  known  to  Europe  as  Saladin,  led  an  army  to  the  frontiers 
of  Egypt,  where  they  found  the  Prankish  troops  who  had  been  detained 
there  by  a  stratagem  on  the  part  of  Shiwar,  and  who  now  had  to  beat 
a  hasty  and  disastrous  retreat.  Shirkuh  now  took  possession  of  ligypt, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Fatimide  caliph,  whose  nominal  rule  he  for 
the  present  maintained.  The  assassination  of  ShSwar,  however,  was  a 
natural  and  rapid  consequence  of  the  Kurdish  occupation ;  and  Shirkuh 
became  vizier  in  his  place.  After  filling  this  post  for  two  months 
and  five  days,  Shirkuh  died,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  vizierate  by  his 
nephew  Saladin. 

The  history  of  Saladin  is  well  known  to  European  readers.     He  was 
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the  son  of  AyyOb  the  son  of  Shddi,  a  member  of  the  noble  Kurdish 
tribe  of  RawadJyah,  natives  of  Duwin,  a  town  of  Adharbaijdn,  and  was 
born  A.  H.  533  at  Takrit,  where  his  father  and  uncle  were  in  the  service 
of  BihrOz,  who  was  acting  as  governor  of  the  district  under  the  Seljucide 
sultan  MasOd  ibn  Muhammad  Ghiyath  ad-Din,  When  Saladin  became 
vizier  of  Egypt  he  at  once  began  to  give  free  rein  to  his  ambition,  and 
to  display  his  capabilities  for  administration  and  for  military  activity. 
By  his  amiable  demeanour  and  by  promises  of  money,  he  won  the  emirs 
and  the  soldiery  to  his  side,  and  was  soon  able  to  carry  out  the  project 
of  extinguishing  the  Fatimide  dynasty,  and  once  more  proclaiming  the 
Abbaside  in  Egypt  as  the  true  caliph.  In  the  year  567,  on  the  and  day 
of  the  month  of  Muharram,  the  Klmtbah  of  Al-'Adid  was  stopped  by 
command  of  Saladin,  and  the  name  of  Al-Mustadt  was  put  in  its  place. 
The  last  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs,  however,  was  seriously  ill  at  the  time 
of  this  change,  and  never  knew  that  his  high  position  had  been  lost. 
A  few  days  later  the  deposed  caliph  was  dead. 

Saladin  now  took  possession  of  the  palace  of  the  caliphate.  Treasures 
of  fabulous  value  are  said  to  have  been  found  there,  hoarded  up  by  the 
rulers  of  so  large  a  part  of  the  Mahometan  world  during  two  centuries  of 
religious  and  political  supremacy.  We  read  of  a  carbuncle  weighing  seven- 
teen dirhams  or  twelve  mithkSls,  of  a  pearl  of  unequalled  size,  and  of  an 
emerald  four  finger's  breadths  in  length  and  one  in  width.  There  was 
also  a  most  valuable  collection  of  books,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  library  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs  in  the  reign  of  Al-Mustansir. 
Saladin,  however,  sold  all  the  treasures  of  the  palace.  The  rejoicings  at 
Bagdad  were  great  when  the  news  came  that  the  Abbaside  caliph  had 
been  prayed  for  in  the  mosques  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  rival  dynasty  had 
been  overthrown ;  and  the  city  was  decorated  while  the  revolution 
was  publicly  announced  during  several  days.  Al-Mustadi  sent  robes 
of  honour  to  Nur  ad-Din,  and  to  his  general  Saladin  in  Egypt, 

The  effect  of  these  politicaj  changes  upon  Egypt  in  general,  and 
upon  the  Copts  in  particular,  had  been  striking.  On  the  approach  of 
the  Franks,  Shawar  ordered  that  Misr  should  be  burnt,  and  that  the 
inhabitants  should  remove  to  Cairo.  The  results  of  this  burning  of  the 
already  decaying  city,  which  had  suffered  so  greatly  from  the  famine 
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and  plague  in  the  reign  of  Al-Mustansir,  arc  noticed  on  several  occasions 
in  the  work  attributed  to  Abfl  Salih.  Churches  and  monasteries  wore 
destroyed,  although  they  were  afterwards  in  part  restored.  When  the 
Kurdish  general  ShirkCih  had  taken  possession  of  Egypt  in  the  name  of 
NCir  ad-Din,  a  considerable  part  of  the  land  was  taken  away  from  its 
owners  and  settled  upon  the  Kurds  and  Ghuzz,  who  formed  the 
invader's  army.  In  this  way  the  Coptic  church  lost,  for  the  time,  al!, 
or  great  part  of,  her  landed  property. 

The  Ghuzz,  who  are  so  often  mentioned  in  this  work,  and  who  seem 
to  have  formed  perhaps  the  largest  and  most  efficient  contingent  in  the 
army  of  Shirkilh  and  Saladin,  were  a  Turkish  tribe  whose  original  home 
lay  'beyond  the  river'  of  Central  Asia,  in  the  region  which  the  Romans 
called  Transoxiana.  They  removed,  however,  into  the  regions  of  Meso- 
potamia in  the  first  centuries  of  Islam,  and  in  the  twelfth  century  entered 
the  service  of  Nur  ad-Din. 

The  theory  of  land  tenure  among  the  Muslims  was  that  all  the  land 
had  been  placed  by  divine  providence  at  the  disposal  of  the  prophet 
Mahomet  and  next  of  his  successors  the  caliphs,  who  had  the  right 
to  settle  it  upon  whom  they  would.  Acting  upon  this  principle  the 
prophet  himself  settled  land  in  Syria  upon  Tamim  ad-Dari,  even  before 
the  conquest  of  the  country.  Some  of  the  titles  to  landed  property 
in  Egypt  at  the  time  of  our  author,  and  later,  were  traced  back  to 
the  earliest  caUphs.  In  general  a  rent  or  land-tax  was  paid  to  the 
government  in  return  for  such  property;  but  in  later  times  a  system  of 
military  fiefs  was  introduced,  similar  to  those  held  under  the  feudal 
system  of  western  Europe.  The  present  work  supplies  us  with  several 
instances  of  the  rent  paid  for  land  held  under  the  Fatimide  caliphs. 

The  philological  features  of  the  present  work  form  a  subject  too  large 
to  be  discussed  in  an  introduction,  and  would  be  better  treated  in  a 
grammar  of  the  Middle  Arabic  language.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  author  is  represented  in  the  title  as  an  Armenian, 
and  that  his  acquaintance  with  Arabic  was  probably  imperfect.  It  is  also 
quite  clear  that  the  copyist  was  no  more  equal  to  the  task  of  correctly 
transcribing,  than  to  that  of  judiciously  abbreviating  the  book.  Apart 
from  these  considerations,  the  orthography  and  grammar  of  the  MS. 
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seem  to  be  those  of  other  MSS.  of  the  same  period.  Among  purely 
orthographical  faults  1  is  sometimes  written  for  (/,  |_p  for  ^,  and  Js  for 
[ji  ;  once  or  twice  even  -  for  ^.  The  distinctions  of  case  have  been 
almost  entirely  lost,  and  the  accusative  is  written  where  the  nominative 
should  be,  and  vice  versa.  In  the  case  of  the  word  j>}=^^}  the  confusion 
of  cases  is  especially  frequent.  Mistakes  in  gender  are  also  common, 
especially  in  the  demonstrative  pronouns  sjjb  for  Ija,  i*Uj  for  dJj,  and  vice 
versa.  The  dual  sometimes  appears,  especially  in  the  numerals,  even  when 
they  are  not  in  the  oblique  case  or  construct  state,  with  the  termination  ^  for 
^^-1  or  ijl-l ;  compare  Spitta,  Grammatik  des  arabiscken  Vulgdrdialectes 
von  Aegypten,  p.  132,  where  such  forms  as  ,_^  'two-thirds,'  Jl^  'two- 
fifths,'  are  said  to  be  used  in  all  cases  and  states  in  the  official  language 
of  the  Divans,  and  to  have  passed  thence  into  the  vulgar  tongue.  At 
other  times  the  oblique  case  in  ^Z-  is  used  for  the  nominative,  just 
as  in  the  plural  ^~  takes  the  place  of  ^j— .  On  fol,  64  b  an  adjective 
in  the  feminine  singular  is  placed  in  attribution  to  a  dual  masculine, 
according  to  the  rule  in  modem  Arabic,  although  a  few  lines  afterwards 
the  masc.  plur.  is  used.  On  fol.  93  a  there  is  a  noticeable  form  of  the 
2nd  pers.  plur.  masc.  of  the  perf.,  viz,  ij., :;  i. ^  for  the  classical  Il-ls-", 
instead  of  the  more  modern  \y^i-i^ ;  but  this  may  be  a  proof  of  the 
greater  purity  of  the  Arabic  spoken  in  the  Oases.  It  is  a  peculiarity 
of  the  present  work  that  in  certain  parts  the  language  is  far  more 
classical  than  in  others ;  but  this  may  be  because  the  author  has  in 
some  places  closely  followed  some  writer  of  the  first  ages  of  Islam, 
such  as  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  or  Al-Kindi,  and  in  other  places  has 
composed  his  sentences  for  himself. 
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THE    SHAIKH    ABU    SALIH, 

CONTAINING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE   DISTRICTS  AND   FIEFS   OF   EGYPT. 

Armenian  Monastery  and  Churches  at  Al-Basdtln, 

Section  I.  Let  us  begin^  with  the  help  and  guidance  of  God.  In  this 
our  own  time,  namely  at  the  beginning  oftheyeav564^(Oct.  4,  A.  D.  1168- 
Sept.  23,  1169),  took  place  the  rebuilding  of  the  [Armenian]  church, 
named  after  Saint  James,  which  stands  in  the  district  of  Al-BasMin',  one 
of  the  districts  of  Egypt,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hills.  This  was  in 
the  days  of  *  *  *  ,  who  was  an  emir*,  and  ruled  Egypt  on  behalf  of  the  Fol. ' 


^  Folio  1  b  was  not  part  of  the  original  MS.,  of  which,  in  reality,  the  first 
twenty-two  leaves  are  wanting,  but  was  added  by  its  owner,  who  perhaps 
compiled  it  from  mutilated  fragments  of  some  leaves  now  missing,  to  supply 
a  beginning  to  the  incomplete  book.  Hence  the  abruptness,  obscurity,  and 
inaccuracy  of  the  text.     See  Preface. 

'  This  date  must  be  rejected ;  it  is  the  date  of  the  dispersion  of  the  monks 
(see  fol.  2  a),  not  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  church,  which  must  have  taken  place 
many  years  before. 

'  Or,  in  the  singular,  Al-BustSn.  It  lies  a  few  miles  to  the  south  of  Cairo,  on 
the  right  or  eastern  bank  of  the  Nile,  near  the  Mukattam  range,  in  a  region  of 
gardens,  as  the  name  implies.  It  is  now  included  in  the  district  of  Badrasbain, 
in  the  province  of  Jtzah,  and  in  1885  had  a  population  of  1,698;  see  Recensemenl 
de  I'Egyple,  Cairo,  i88g,  tome  ii.  p.  65.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  This  first  page  of  the  MS.  is  so  litfle  trustworthy  in  its  present  form,  that  it 
can  hardly  be   determined  who  this  emir  was.     Since  the  events  here  related 

b  [IT.  7.] 
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caliph.  He  was  a  friend  to  all  Christians,  whether  high  or  low.  He 
received  a  monthly  revenue  of  ten  dinars^  from  the  lands  [of  the 
monastery]  which  he  held  in  fief^.  He  then  undertook  and  carried  out 
the  reconstruction  of  this  church  of  Saint  James,  which  had  been  burnt 
down  ;  he  built  for  it,  above  the  sanctuary-',  a  lofty  dome,  which  could 
be  seen  from  afar ;  he  erected  arches  and  vaults  ;  and  he  completed  the 
whole  by  setting  up  the  great  doors.  These,  however,  were  afterwards 
carried  away,  and  accordingly  he  renewed  them  once  more ;  the  same 
thing  happened  a  second  time,  and  again  he  renewed  the  doors.  He 
also  completed  the  rebuilding  of  the  [adjacent]  church,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  cause  to  be  consecrated,  nor  was  the  liturgy  celebrated  in  it. 
When  the  emir  died,  he  was  buried  in  this  church.  Now  the  monastery, 
[in  which  this  church  is  contained,]  stands  in  the  midst  of  gardens  and 
plots  of  vegetables  and  cornfields ;  and  it  is  reckoned  among  the  most 
charming  of  resorts  for  pleasure. 

§  When  the  Ghuzz*  and  the  Kurds  took  possession  of  the  land  of 


cannot  really  belong  to  the  year  a.  h.  564,  as  they  would  seem  to  do  if  the  date 
here  given  could  be  relied  upon,  it  may  be  suggested  that  this  emir  was  the 
Armenian  Badr  al-jamdii,  who  was  vizier  to  the  caliph  Al-Mustansir  from  a.  h. 
467  to  487  =  A. D.  1075-1094,  and  was  known  as  Amir  al-fuyUsh  or  emir  of  the 
troops,  i.  e.  commander-in-chief.  On  account  of  his  nationality  and  religion, 
Badr  was  a  benefactor  to  the  Christians  of  Egypt.  Cf.  Renaudot  {Hhl.  Patr. 
pp,  459  and  508},  who  speaks  of  the  Armenian  settlement  in  Egypt  in  the  time 
of  Badr,  mentioned  by  our  author  on  fol.  47  b. 

'  The  dinar  was  a  gold  coin,  slightly  over  66  grs.  in  weight. 

^  For  remarks  on  the  tenure  of  land  in  Egypt,  see  Introduction. 

'  The  word  Askina  (lltt.t  or  LL-^J^l),  from  the  Greek  os^nj,  is  used  in  this 
work  in  the  sense  of  '  sanctuary,'  and  appears  to  be  synonymous  with  Haikal 
(ji^ii).  Cf,  Vansleb  {Histoire  de  TEgUse  d' Akxandrie,  Paris,  1677,  p.  50),  who 
speaks  of  '  la  lampe  de  I'Aske'n/  ou  du  Tabernacle,  ce  qui  est  le  choeur  int^rieur.' 
The  modern  Copts,  however,  use  the  word  to  denote  the  baldakyn  over  the  altar, 
such  as  may  be  seen,  for  example,  in  the  church  of  Abfl  's-Saifain  at  Old  Cairo. 
See  Butler,  Ancienl  Coplk  Churches,  Oxford,  1884,  vol.  i.  p.  114.     (A.  ].  B.) 

*  For  remarks  on  the  Kurdish  conquest  of  Egypt,  see  Introduction.  Our 
author,  or  more  probably  his  copyist,  by  putting  ji^y  and  iJ^JI  in  apposition 
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Kgypt,  in  the  month  of  Rabf  the  Second,  in  the  year  564  (a.  d.  !  168-9), 
calamities  well  known  to  all  men  overtook  the  Armenians^  who  were 
then  settled  in  Egypt,  Their  patriarch^,  together  with  the  Armenian 
monks,  was  driven  away  from  that  monastery  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking;  its  door  was  blocked  up,  and  those  churches  remained  empty, 
nor  did  any  one  venture  to  approach  them. 

§  Al-Bustan  [or  Al-Basatin]  was  next  allotted  as  a  fief  to  the  Fakih 
Al-Eaha^  'Alt,  the  Damascene,  who  set  apart  for  the  Armenians  the 
church  of  John  the  Baptist,  built  over*  the  church  of  the  Pure  Lady^,  in 
the  Harah  Zawilah" ;  and  here  the  patriarch  dwelt  during  the  year  564 
(A.  D.  116S-9). 

seems  to  consider  them  as  two  names  of  the  same  nation.  Perhaps  there  is  some 
confusion  between  eJUlll  jill,  which  would  be  correct,  and  i\yi\  ji)l. 

'  There  were  a  laige  number  of  Armenians  in  Egypt  during  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  centuries.  See  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair.  p.  460  ff.  Vakflt,  who  died 
A.  H,  596  =  A.  n.  I200,  speaks  of  the  Armenians  among  the  mixed  nationalities  of 
which,  as  he  says,  the  population  of  Egypt  was  in  his  lime  composed.  See  his  Geogr. 
Workrbuck  ed.  Wiistenfeld,  iv.  p.  eci.  Under  the  later  Fatimides,  high  offices 
were  frequently  held  by  Armenians  m  Egypt,  of  whom  the  most  distinguished 
were  B\dr  al  Jamah  lie  v  zier  of  Al-Muslansir ;  his  son,  Al-Afdal,  vizier  to 
Al  Am  r     and  Taj  id  Daulah  Bahi-im  the  vizier  of  Al-HSiiz. 

The  fiist  patriarch  or  cathohcus  of  the  Armenians  in  Egypt  was  Gregory, 
who  towards  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  was  consecrated  at  Alexandria 
by  his  uncle  the  catholicus  G  egory  H,  See  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair.  p.  461 ; 
and  for  references  to  Armenian  writers.  Dr.  ArSak  Ter-Mikelian,  Die  armeniscke 
Kirche  m  ihrm  B^^uhungen  ziir  Ijsanlimsckm,  Leipsic,  1892,  p.  84. 

'  Afterwards  chief  profci^or  in  the  college  called  Manazil  al-'Izz  at  Fus{S{,, 
and  preacher  m  the  same  city  died  a.h.  584=a.  n.  1188.  See  Ibn  Shadd^d, 
quoted  bv  Ibn  Khalhkan  Bi  ^r   Did  trans.  De  Slane,  iv.  p.  421. 

'  In  Egypt  churches  are  fiequentlj  built  one  over  another,  forming  two  stories. 

°  A  church  of  Al'Adhra  (the  Virgin)  is  still  standing  in  the  Harah  Zuwailah, 
and  is  almost  beyond  question  to  be  identified  with  the  church  mentioned  in 
the  text ;  it  bears  marks  of  great  antiquity.  See  Butler,  Coptic  Churches,  vol.  i. 
p.  273.     (A.J.  B.) 

'  ']"he  quarter  of  Cairo  called  Udrah  Zawilah,  and  now  Zuwailah,  was  founded 
b  2 
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>  The  Armenian  Patriarch. 

\  This  patriarch  had  been  bishop  of  Itfih^;  and  afterwards,  during 
the  caliphate  of  Ai-Hafiz  ^,  he  conceived  the  idea^  of  becoming  patriarch 
by  means  of  money  which  he  gave  in  bribes.  He  made  an  agreement 
with  Al-H4fiz,  binding  himself  to  give  instruction  in  historical  matters 
to  the  caliph,  who  granted  him  permission  to  appear  at  the  palace  of 
the  calipli,  together  with  the  emirs  and  officers  of  state,  on  two  days  in 
the  week,  namely  Monday  and  Thursday*,  and  also  on  festivals,  to  pay 
his  respects,  and  to  bring  any  new  information  that  he  had  discovered. 
In  this  way,  during  his  visits  to  the  Emerald  Palace^,  the  patriarch 
imparted  to  Al-HAfiz  all  the  results  of  his  researches  among  biographies 

by  the  Berber  tribe  of  Zawilah,  who  assisted  Jaiihar,  the  general  of  the  Fatiniide 
caliph  Al-RIu'izz,  in  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  a.  d.  969,  and  the  foundation  of  Cairo. 
The  Bab  Zawilah  or  Zuwailah  is  one  of  the  principal  gates  of  the  city.  See 
Al-Makr!zt,  Khitat,  Bflldk,  a.  H.  r270  7=A.D.  1854,  vol.  ii.  p.  f,  Ibn  Dukmik, 
KMb  al'Intisdr  li-wdsitah  'ikd  al-amsar,  Bfll3.k,  a.  H.  I3TO=a.  d.  1893,  v,  p.  rv. 

'  Now  called  Atfih ;  generally  written  ^JA,\ ;  see  fol.  S  b,  10  a,  47  a,  &c.  The 
town  lies  south  of  Cairo,  on  the  eastern  bank,  and  is  the  Coptic  nexne^,, 
the  Greek  Aphroditopolis ;  it  now  gives  its  name  to  a  district  of  the  province  of 
Jizah,  and  in  1885  had  a  population  of  2,73r,  See  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  rii ; 
Amdlineau,  Giogr.  de  I'Egypie  &  I'^poque  copte,  p.  326.  Under  the  Fatimide 
dynasty,  and  for  some  centuries  after,  Itfih  was  the  capital  of  a  province ;  see 
fol.  8  b;  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  irr. 

^  AMiafiz  Abli  '1-Maimun  'Abd  al-Majid,  the  eleventh  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs, 
reigned  a.h.  534-544=a.d.  1130-1149.     See  Introduction. 

'  Jj?  should  be  jliH. 

*  These  were  the  two  days  of  public  reception  at  the  palace  during  the  rule 
of  the  Fatimide  caliphs.     See  Al-Makrizt,  Khi'tat,  i.  p.  f^.^. 

'•  The  Emerald  Palace  {:>^ji\  j^  or  j^l)  was  part  of  the  Great  Palace  (^1 
_,--SJ1)  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs,  which  stood  in  the  east  of  Cairo,  and  was  founded 
by  Jauhar  in  a.h.  358= a. d.  969.  The  name  was  taken  from  the  Emerald  Gate 
near  which  this  palace  stood.  See  Al-Makrizt,  Khilat,  \.  pp.  f.f,  f.a,  fro; 
Cf.  p.  TAl'  ff. 
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and  histories  of  wars,  and  chronicles  and  annals  of  former  rulers,  and 
carried  on  intercourse  of  this  kind  with  Al-Hafiz  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  which  took  place  in  the  month  of  JumSda  the  Second,  in  the  year 
544  (A.  D.  1149). 

§  Outside  this  monastery^  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  beside  the 
pottery,  there  stands  a  small  church,  which  was  rebuilt  in  the  caliphate 
of  Al-Amir^  bi-ahk^mi  *llah,  for  the  use  of  the  Melkites,  instead  of  the 
church  which  had  stood  in  the  HSrah  Zawilah  but  was  wrecked  in  the 
same  caliphate,  and  later,  namely  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Hafiz,  was 
transformed  into  a  mosque.  AbCl  'l-BarakSt  ibn  al-Laith  wrote  verses 
on  the  subject  of  this  church  which  was  thus  restored.  It  was  built 
upon  vaults,  and  beneath  it  there  was  a  burying-place  for  the  dead. 

§  On  account  of  the  ruin  brought  upon  the  Armenians  by  the  Ghuzz 
and  the  Kurds,  their  patriarch  left  Egypt  and  departed  to  Jerusalem, 
He  took  with  him  seventy-five  sacred^  books,  among  which  was  a  copy 
of  the  Four  Gospels  with  illuminations*  in  colours  and  gold,  representing 


'  The  monastery  of  Al-Basatin,  described  above. 

°  The  tenth  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs,  reigned  a,  h.  495-5a4=A.  d.  i  toi— i  130. 
See  Introduction. 

'  The  books  here  spolten  of  were  perhaps  brought  by  Gregory  (see  note  on 
fol.  2  a)  from  Armenia  to  Egypt.  See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  p.  461,  and  Ter- 
Mikelian,  Die  armen.  Kirche,  &c.  p.  84. 

'  Probably  the  miniatures  here  spoken  of  were  the  work  of  Byzantine  or 
Syrian  artists,  Native  Armenian  miniatures  are  not  met  with  earlier  than  the 
thirteenth  century.  See  Strzygowski,  Dm  Etschmiadzin  Evangdiar,  1891,  p.  87. 
A  native  writer  of  the  eighth  century  says  that  all  figure-painting  in  Armenia  was 
the  work  of  Greek  artists  (ibid.  p.  77  £)  The  Armenian  gospels  of  Echmiadzin, 
of  A.  D.  989,  have  Syrian  miniatures  of  an  earlier  date  inserted  at  the  beginning 
and  end.  An  Armenian  book  of  the  Gospels  now  at  San  Lazzaro,  Venice,  and 
ascribed  to  the  end  of  the  tenth  century,  contains  Byzantine  miniatures  repre- 
senting scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ  (ihid.  p.  76).  Another  Armenian  MS.  of 
the  same  date  contains  a  figure  of  the  Evangelist  Saint  Luke  with  a  Greek  title 
(a)aoka2,  proving  the  nationality  of  its  designer  ifbid.  p.  77).  A  similar  employ- 
ment of  Byzantine  artists  was  customary  in  the  neighbouring  country  of  Georgia 
{^Ud.  p.  78  ff.) 
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Fol.  3  a  the  miracles  of  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  I  The  patriarch's  journey 
was  begun  on  Saturday  the  15th  of  Hatiir',  in  the  year  888  of  the 
Martyrs,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  23rd  of  Rabi'  the  First  of  the  year 
568  (a.D.  1172).  It  is  said  that  he  founded  a  monastery  outside 
Jerusalem,  containing  a  church,  and  named  after  Sharkis,  who  is  the 
same  as  Abu  Sirjah  ;  and  to  this  church  he  brought  all  the  altar-vessels 
and  golden  dinars  that  he  had  in  his  charge;  and  it  is  said  that  this 
Armenian  monastery  contained  twenty  monks.  The  patriarch  appointed 
a  priest  at  Cairo  to  act  as  his  deputy,  together  with  the  son  of  the  priest, 
for  the  purpose  of  reciting  prayers,  and  performing  liturgies  at  the 
proper  time,  in  the  church  of  John  the  Baptist,  which  stands  over  the 
chapel  of  the  Pure  Lady  in  the  Harah  Zawilah,  as  it  has  already 
been  related ;  and  at  this  church  there  assembled  a  congregation  of 
Armenians,  both  men  and  women.  As  for  the  monastery  which  belongs 
to  this  people,  together  with  its  churches,  it  was  deserted,  and  its  door 
was  fastened  up. 

§  The  news  came  that  the  patriarch  had   arrived  at  Jerusalem  in 
safety,  and  that  all  the  Christians  had  gone  out  to  meet  him  with  joy 

Fol,  3  b  and  gladness,  chanting  psalms,  and  carrying  before  him  crosses  and 
lighted  tapers,  and  censers  with  Incense^. 


'  The  Coptic  Athor  (i©UJp)=Oct,  28-Nov.  27. 

*  According  to  the  custom  of  antiquity  upon  the  arrival  or  departure  of  guests 
whom  it  was  desired  to  honour,  and  especially  of  bishops.  So  it  was  when  Saint 
Aihanasius  visited  the  different  parts  of  Egypt :  '  He  Journeyed  southwards, 
accompanied  by  some  of  the  chief  bishops  and  a  great  company,  and  with  torches 
and  candles  and  censers  without  number.' 

iqnA.pi.ve  enjuLi.pHc  epe  g^eitrio(5^ii  enicKonoc  nJULJULz.q 
jutn  o-«j«.HHaje  eni.ujtuq  i.'«uj  g^eitX^jutnic  J«.n  ^eriKHptun 
ju.n  g^enojo-vpH  encenA.tyxi  Hne  jutJULoofin  (Zoega,  Catahgus 

Codkun   Copiicorum,  &c.  cod.  clxsiii ;   AmiSlineau,  Histoire  de  S.  Pakhdme,  &c. 
p.  296). 

On  the  approach  of  the  officers  of  Theodosius  to  Lycopolis,  the  modem 
Asyfit,  the  bishop  John  gave  orders  for  their  reception  in  a  similar  n 
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§  After  this,  the  patriarch  lived  for  a  time  in  happiness,  and  then 
went  to  his  rest  in  the  mercy  of  God,  to  whom  be  praise,  on  the  5th  of 
Tubah^,  in  the  year  last  mentioned  ;  and  he  was  buried  in  the  monastery 
of  James  the  son  of  Zebedee  at  Jerusalem.  He  was  noble  in  character 
and  beautiful  in  form ;  he  was  of  perfect  stature ;  his  face  was  encircled 
by  his  beard  and  whiskers,  which  were  growing  grey  ;  and  his  age  was 
nearly  eighty  years. 

§  It  is  said  that  the  Armenian  bishops  resident  in  Jerusalem,  when 
he  saw  how  men  sought  the  society  of  this  holy  patriarch  on  account  of 
his  noble  qualities,  was  filled  with  envy  of  him,  and  gave  him  poison  to 
drink,  which  caused  his  death.  But  God  did  not  show  favour  to  this 
bishop  after  the  patriarch's  death,  or  grant  him  a  happy  life ;  for  he  died 
only  twenty  days  afterwards.  God  knows  best  in  his  hidden  wisdom 
whether  that  which  was  told  of  the  bishop  was  true.  This  patriarch  of 
whom  we  have  been  speaking  was  a  learned  priest,  understanding  the 
divine  books  and  able  to  expound  them.  But  there  were  those  who 
envied  him  on  account  of  his  good  reputation  among  men  ;  and  so  they 
said  that  he  was  guilty  of  immoral  conduct.  This  report  arose  among 
those  who  were  most  envious  of  his  innocence.  The  author  of  this  book 
declared  as  follows;  I  met  Aba  '1-Kasim  Khalil,  the  physician  and 
philosopher  of  Ascalon,  who  said  that  he  had  visited  this  patriarch  one 


all  the  clerg'y  of  the  city  and  the  chief  men  take  the  holy  Gospel  of  the  Saviour 
and  crosses  and  censers,  and  go  forth  and  bring  them  into  the  city  with  honour, 
singing  hymns.' 

jw-ipe  neKXnpoc  TKpq  m-noXic  jutn  ni.px^"  3£i  jutixe-v- 
A-rreXion  ^TotL.tA  AxncuuxHp  ju.n  itecxpoc  j«.n  «e0H- 
j«.i4.XHpion  nTe-rnfi.ujK  e£.oX  ^jHtot  nxexrinxo-r  eg,OTn 

exnoXlC  ^no-«-f  AJLH  Xtn   ^.ng^TJULHOC  (Zoega,  op.  dt.  cod.  ccsix. 

p.  542). 

'  The  Coptic  Tobi  CT-to6.l)=Dec.  27-Jan.  25. 

^  At  the  Armenian  synod  of  Hromkla  in  a.d.  1180  an  Armenian  bishop  of 
Jerusalem  appears  among  the  signatories  who  subscribed  to  the  creed  of  Nerses  IV. 
See  Ter-Mikelian,  Die  armen.  Kirche,  &c.  p.  104. 
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day  in  his  ceil  in  the  monastery  of  Az-Zuhri^  [and  the  result  of  the 
visit  was  that  the  patriarch  was  proved  innocent], 

******** 
The  report  was  not  spread  until  after  he  had  departed  to  Syria  and 
had  died  there.  It  was  at  the  house  of  Al-A'azz  Hasan  ibn  SaiSmah 
called  Al-Bakilani,  who  was  chief  cadi^  at  Misr,  that  I  the  poor  author 
of  this  book  met  Abu  '1-Kasim,  on  Monday,  the  27th  of  Shawwal,  in  the 
year  568  (a.D.  1173). 

Fate  of  the  Armenian  Churches  of  Al-Basatin  and  Az-Zuhri. 
§  Since  no  Armenian  of  authority  was  now  left  in  Egypt,  the  Copts 
acquired  possession  of  this  large  and  ancient  church  ^  by  a  decree  of  our 
Lord  the  Sultan,  through  the  intercession  of  the  Shaikh  ar-Ra'is  Safi 
ad-DauIah  ibn  AbQ  'l-Ma'SH,  known  as  Ibn  Sharafi,  his  scribe.  Then 
its  fittings  were  renewed  by  the  emir  Sa'id  ad-DauIah  Bahra,m  the 
steward  of  the  Armenians.  When  the  Shaikh  Safi  ad-Daulah  had  fully 
provided  all  that  was  needed  for  the  construction  of  the  church,  through 
the  priest  Abfi  '1-Wafa  ibn  Abi  'i-Bashar,  the  patriarch  Anba  Mark*, 
who  was  the  seventy-third  in  the  succession,  came  with  Anba  John, 


'  Janin  az-Zuhrl  or  BustSn  az-Zuhrt  was  the  name  given  to  gardens  between 
Fustat  and  Cairo,  from  the  former  owner  of  the  land  'Abd  al-Wahab  ibn  Mflsa 
az-Zuhrt.  The  pool  called  Birkat  an-Nasirlyah  was  excavaied  on  their  site  in 
A,H.  721  by  the  Sultan  Al-Malik  an-Nasir  Muhammad  ibn  Kaia'fln.  See 
Al-Makrizl,  Khttat,  ii.  pp.  1  \f  and  tie. 

'  The  cadi  of  cadis  {iUiJl  j_j^li)  or  chief  judge  was  the  principal  legal  officer 
under  the  Fatimide  caliphs  and  their  successors.  This  high  dignitary  was 
distinguished  by  riding  on  a  grey  mule,  and  he  held  his  court  in  great  state 
on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  at  the  Mosque  of  'Amr.  See  Al-Makrizi,  Khita(, 
i.  p.  F.r  f.;  As-Suyflft,  Husn  al-Muhddarah  ft  Akhhdr  Misr  wa  'l-Kdhtrah, 
ii.  p.  ir..     Al-A'azz  became  chief  cadi  in  A. H.  549. 

'  I.  e.  the  church  of  Al-Basatin  or  Al-Bustan  spoken  of  above,  fol.  2. 

*  Occupied  the  see  from  A.  D.  1174  to  1189.  See  Renaudot, /^li/.  Patr.  pp. 
530-554-     The  title  Anba  transcribes  the  Coptic  i,^.^^.  and  means  'father.' 
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bishop  of  Tamwaih\  and  Anba  Michael,  bishop  of  Bastah  ^,  and  a  body 
of  priests  and  chief  men  and  orthodox  laity ;  and  the  church  was 
consecrated  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  of  Ea'unah*,  in  the  year  893  of  the 
Blameless  Martyrs  ;  and  the  liturgy  was  celebrated  and  the  people 
communicated  at  the  hand  of  the  patriarch.  This  church  became 
a  patriarchal  church,  and  the  liturgy  was  conducted  henceforth  by  the 
priests  of  the  church  of  the  Lady  in  the  Harat  ar-Rilm*  in  Cairo.  Abfl 
Sa'id  ibn  az-Zayyat  provided  for  the  painting  of  the  apse*  of  this  church, 


'  On  west  bank  of  Nile,  a  little  south  of  Cairo,  and  opposite  Hulwan ;  see 
Yakflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  ii.  p.  ^  vf.  It  is  the  Coptic  T i,MX.3JL(SiOt ,  and  is  now  in  the 
district  of  Badrashain,  province  of  Jizah ;  its  population  in  1885  was  794,  besides 
454  Bedouins;  Am^l.,  G^ogr.  p.  478.  M.  Am^lineau  does  not  explain  why  he 
writes  the  Arabic  name  as  h^  and  transcribes  it  as  Tamouieh. 

^  Bastah  is  the  classical  Bubastis,  Coptic  IXOtfii-Cf"  or  ^oiTi-Cf",  and 
under  the  name  of  Tall  Bastah  is  now  a  small  hamlet  close  to  Zagazig,  in  the 
province  of  Kalyflb;  see  Am^l.,  Geogr.  p.  89,     {A.  J.  B.) 
'  The  Coptic  Paoni  (lliCUItl)  =  May  26-June  24. 

'  The  '  Quarter  of  the  Romans,'  who  came  with  the  army  of  the  caliph 
Al-Mu'izz,  and  took  their  part  in  the  foundalion  of  Cairo.  The  quarter  was 
sometimes  called  the  Lower  Harat  ar-R9m  in  distinction  from  the  Upper  or  Inner 
HSrat  ar-litim.  See  Al-Makrizt,  Kkitaf,  ii.  p.  a  ;  Ibn  Dnkmak,  op.  cit.  v.  p.  r-. 
The  word  '  Rfim '  was  used  very  loosely  by  the  Arabs,  sometimes  in  the  sense  of 
European^;  generally  sometimes  in  thit  of  subjects  of  ihe  Byzantine  empire. 

Th  d  ijW.  h  d  3d  nds,  by  a  clerical  error,  for 

jU.      hhun  b&I  pph    book  to  have  been  written 

mdanh  d       (j-ngbm      kn        that  of  _ ;  and  an  ignorant 

pmghddop  mgu 

The  ap  ra  d   p        b  n    h    architecture  of  a  Coptic 

Tihaduu        hgd  d^  n  tiers,  forming  a  tribune 

o        nhu        nudh  h  whi  e  the  tribune  the  wall  is 

asdwh  bp  m  hghnd  over  this  stand   the 

pamted  figures  of  Our  Lord  and  the  Twelve  Apostles.  It  is  probably  to  sucli 
frescoes  that  AbQ  galil.i  is  alluding.  See  Butler,  Copik  Churches,  i.  pp.  40, 
iiz,  &c.     (A.  J.  B,) 

C  [If,;.] 
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which  was  executed  by  Abft  '1-Fatb  ibn  al-Akmas,  known  as  Ibn 
al-Haufi  the  painter ;  and  this  work  was  finished  in  the  month  of 
Amshir,in  the  year  893  of  the  Blameless  Martyrs  (Jan.-Feb,,A.D.  1177). 
§  There  came  a  bishop  from  Armenia,  accompanied  by  three  priests, 
and  sent  by  the  king^  of  Armenia  and  the  patriarch.  He  brought 
a  despatch  from  both  of  them  and  two  letters,  one  of  which  was  from 
AUMalik  Salah  ad-Dln^,  and  the  other  from  Al-Malik  Saif  ad-Din  Abu 
Bakr^,  his  brother,  to  Al-Malik  Taki  ad-Din^,  and  they  recommended  in 
their  letters  that  the  bishop  should  be  received  with  honour,  and  that  the 
two  churches  of  the  Armenians  in  Az-Zuhri^  and  Al-Biistan^  should  be 
given  up  to  him.     So  this  bishop  alighted  at  the  church  of  John  the 


'  Leo  or  Levon  II,  the  Rubenide,  who  reigned  in  Cilicia,  not  in  Armenia 
proper;  he  ascended  the  throne  in  1186.  He  was  a  great  supporter  of  his  own 
church  and  of  other  Oriental  churches.     See  Alishan,  Z/ow  h  Magn.  p.  294,  &c. 

"^  Saladin  had  left  Egypt  in  a.  h.  578,  and  was  now  in  Syria,  engaged  in 
wars  and  sieges;  see  Al-HIakrtzi,  Khitat,  ii,  p,  rri«;  Ibn  al-Athir,  Al-K&mil  {ed. 
Tornberg),  xi.  p.  rrS  ;  Ibn  ShaddSd,  Strah  Saldh  ad-Din  (ed.  Schullens), 
p.  38  ff, 

=  Abfl  Bakr  Muhammad  ibn  Abt  'sh-Shukr  AyyQb  ibn  ShadI  ibn  Marwan, 
surnamed  Al-Malik  al-'Adil  Saif  ad-Din,  brother  of  Saladin,  was  born  a.  h.  530=: 
A.D.  II4S  and  died  a,h.  6i5  =  A.n.  1218.  He  acted  as  Saladin's  viceroy  for 
Egypt  from  a,  h.  578  to  579,  but  was  now  ruling  Aleppo,  handed  over  to  him  by 
his  brother.  In  a,  k,  596  =  a.m.  izoo  he  became  sultan  of  Egypt.  See  Ibn 
KhallikSn,  Biogr.  Did.  iii.  p.  235;  Ibn  al-Athir,  Al-Kdniil,  xi.  p.  m;  Ibn 
Shaddad,  Strah  Saldl^  ad-Din,  p.  56  ;  As-Suyfiti,  Hum  al-MuMdarah,  ii.  p,  rv  ff. 

'  Taki  ad-Din  "Umar,  surnamed  Al-Malik  al-Wuzaffar,  nephew  of  Saladin, 
had  been  appointed  viceroy  of  Egypt  by  the  latter,  when  he  summoned  Al-Malik 
al-'Adil  to  Syria  in  a.  h.  579  =  a.  d.  1183  (see  fol,  6  b).  Taki  ad-Dtn  was  recalled 
to  Syria  towards  the  end  of  a.h.  582  =  a.d.  1186,  so  that  it  must  have  been  in 
diis  year  that  the  envoys  mentioned  in  the  text  arrived  from  Annenia.  See  Ibn 
KhallikSn,  £io^r.-D(W.  ii.  p.  391;  Ibn  abAthir,  Al-Kdmil.iX.t^.rff;  Ibn  Shaddad, 
Sirah  Sa/dli  ad-Din,  p.  64  ;  As-Suyfit'i  f^usn  al-Muhddarah,  ii.  p.  50 ;  Abu  '1-Fida, 
Ann.  Musi.  iv.  p.  60. 

"  See  fol.  3  b.  ^  See  fol.  1  b. 
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Baptist^  in  the  H4rah  Zawilah  ;  but  the  Fakih  at-Tiisi^  did  not  allow  it, 

so  the  bishop  compelled  him,  and  stayed  there  several  months,  and  then  Fol.  5  b 

grew  sick  and  died  without  carrying  out  his  object.     He  was  buried  in 

the  church  of  the  Armenians  in  Az-Zuhri ;  may  God  rest  his  soul. 

§  On  the  Sunday  of  Olives^,  the  first  day  of  the  eighth  week  of  the 
Holy  Fast,  and  the  ist  of  Barmfldah'',  in  the  year  893  (A,  D.  1177) 
of  the  Blameless  Martyrs,  a  body  of  priests  came  to  this  church,  with 
the  laity,  among  whom  were  Abii  Sa'id  ibn  Abu  '1-FadI  ibn  Fahd  and 
Abil  '1-Yaman  ibn  Abfl  '1-Faraj  ibn  Abi  'l-Yaman  ibn  Zanbur ;  and 
these  two  had  with  them  a  vessel  containing  pnre  oil  with  which  they 
ate  their  peas ;  and  they  placed  it  within  the  church,  but  afterwards 
when  they  looked  for  it,  they  could  not  find  it.  Then  they  suspected 
the  Muslim  guardians  of  the  church,  and  allowed  their  sei-vants  to  beat 
them;  so  the  guardians  went  to  the  Fakih  BahS  ad-Din''  'Ali  the 
Damascene  in  a  fury,  on  account  of  what  had  happened  to  them,  and 
said  to  him :  '  Shall  the  Muslims  be  struck  in  the  face  by  Christians  in 
the  month  of  Ramadan  ? '  Then  the  fakih  at  once  informed  the  sultan 
of  this  occurrence,  and  it  greatly  angered  him;  so  he  sent  for  Safi 
ad-DauIah  Abu  'l-Ma'Sli  ibn  Sharafl,  his  scribe,  and  blamed  him  for  it, 
and  demanded  of  him  the  decree  which  he  had  received,  empowering  Fol.  6  a 
the  Copts  to  take  possession  of  this  church  ;  and  this,  by  ill  luck,  was 
in  the  sleeve  of  his  garment.  So  he  brought  it  out  and  handed  it  to  the 
sultan,  who  commanded  that  the  door  of  the  church  should  be  barred, 
and  this  order  was  obeyed  at  once ;  and  the  door  of  the  church  was 
barred.  After  a  short  time,  however,  the  sultan  commanded  by  a  new 
decree  that  the  church  should  be  restored  to  the  Copts,  and  its  door 
should  be  opened  to  them,  and  they  should  pray  in  it,  and  that  none 
should  molest  them  in  any  way  without  cause.  After  this  the  condition 
of  this  church  remained  prosperous,  and  one  of  the  priests  of  the  church 


'  See  fol.  3  a.  ^  See  fol.  6  a. 

'  I.e.  Palm- Sunday ;  otherwise  called  Hosanna  Sunday.     (A.  J.  B.) 
*  The  Coptic  Pharmouthi  (ci<ipj(jl.OTei)= March  27-Aijril  25. 
'  See  fol.  2  a. 

c  2 
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of  the  Lady  in  the  Harat  ar-Riim  was  appointed  to  perform  the  prayers 
in  it  on  Sundays  and  festivals.  After  this  there  came  to  the  court  from 
TQs  ^  an  Imamite  Fakih,  to  whom  Al-BustSn,  of  which  we  have  spoken, 
was  allotted  as  a  fief,  after  the  death  of  Al-Fakih  AH  of  Damascus, 
in  whose  hands  it  had  been.  The  new-comer  began  to  oppress  the 
Christians,  and  required  gifts  from  them  in  the  form  of  bribes,  so  far 
as  his  power  extended.  Then  he  shut  the  two  churches  ^,  after  pillaging 
the  Great  Church,  the  door  of  which  he  barred  with  a  plank  until 
Friday  the  13th  of  Sha'ban,  A.  11.  581  (a.D.  1185}.  There  came  an 
Armenian,  who  said  that  he  was  a  friend  of  Taj  ad-Daulah  Bahrdm^ 
the  Armenian,  who  had  been  vizier  to  Al-Imam  Hafif  ;  and  he  said 
that  he  had  buried  money,  belonging  to  Taj  ad-Daulah  the  said  vizier, 
in  the  Great  Church*,  and  that  he  had  arrived  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  light ;  but  no  heed  was  given  to  him.  It  is  said  that  he  went  on 
in  his  imaginings  until  the  church  was  opened  to  him,  and  he  dug  in 
certain  places.  Then  he  said:  'The  money  has  vanished  from  this 
place ;  those  who  pillaged  the  church  have  taken  it.'  Thus  he  com- 
plained that  a  wrong  had  been  done.  The  church  remained  open  for 
him,  and  he  lived  in  it  as  long  as  the  fancy  held  him ;  only  he  placed 
a  second  seal  upon  it  on  the  part  of  Al-Malik  al-Muzaffar^;  but 
nothing  was  restored  there. 


'  In  Khorassan. 

'  I.  e.  the  two  adjacent  churches  of  Al-Bustan, 

'  Became  vizier  to  the  caliph  Al-Hafiz  in  the  month  of  Jumada  the  Second, 
A.  H.  529= A.  D.  1 1 35.  Being  a  Christian,  he  aroused  the  enmity  of  the  Mahome- 
tans, a  body  of  whom  collected  under  Rudw3n  ibn  al-Walakhshi  (see  fol  9  a),  and 
marched  to  Cairo  with  intentions  hostile  to  BahrSm,  who  fled  in  the  month  of 
Jumada  the  First,  a.h.  53i=a.d.  1137-  See  Al-Makrtzt,  Xi^itaf ,  i.p.rov;  As- 
SayGti,  op.  cil.  ii.  p.  100;  Ibn  KhaldGn,  iv.  p.  vr;  Abfi  '1-Fida,  Ann.  Mud.  iii. 
pp.  460,  468 ;  Ibn  al-Athir,  xi.  p.  n.  For  the  subsequent  fate  of  TSj  ad-Daulah 
Bahdm,  see  below,  fol.  50  a. 

*  I.e.  at  Al-Bustan. 

'  I.e.  Taki  ad-Din  (see  fol.  5  a  and  note),  then  acting  as  viceroy  of  F.gypt 
for  Saladin. 
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When  Taki  ad-Din  went  away  to  Syria  \  in  Sha'ban  A.  H.  .582 
(a.  D.  1 1 86),  and  Al-Malik  al-'AdiP  AM  Bakr  came  to  Cairo,  the 
latter  ordered  that  these  two  churches  should  be  separated  from  one 
another  on  the  loth  Ramadan  in  the  same  year,  and  the  Copts  and 
Armenians  obtained  possession  of  the  two  churches  and  began  to 
make  use  of  them.  Now  the  time  during  which  they  had  been  closed 
was  one  year  and  fifteen  days.  So  the  Copts  celebrated  the  liturgy 
in  the  Great  Church  on  the  first  day  of  the  blessed  month  of  Kuhiak^ 
in  the  year  903  ^  of  the  Blameless  Martyrs ;  and  after  this  the  Copts 
forbad  the  Armenians  to  make  use  of  the  Great  Church.  Then  an 
assembly  of  the  chief  men  took  counsel  on  this  matter;  and  both 
the  churches  were  restored  to  the  possession  of  the  Armenians. 


Church  of  Istabl  al-FU. 
§   The   street   called    Istabl   al-FU^    lies    near    the   two    pools    of 


'  He  was  af  firsf  chagrined  at  being  thus  superseded  in  Egypt,  but  finally 
consented  to  remain  in  the  service  of  Saladin,  who  made  him  prince  of  HamSh 
(Hamath).  Taki  ad-Din  died  a.h.  587=a.d.  1191.  Ibn  'KhzWi&a,  Biogr.  Diet. 
ii.  p.  3pi ;  Ibn  aJ-Alhtr,  op.  cit.  xi.  p.  ri'e ;  Ibn  Shaddad,  op.  cit.  pp.  67  and  213. 

'  He  came  as  guardian  to  his  nephew  Al-Malik  al-'Aztz  the  son  of  Saladin, 
who  superseded  Taki  ad-Din  in  a.h.  582  as  viceroy  of  Egypt,  and  became  sultan 
on  the  death  of  his  father  in  a.h.  589.  It  was  not  until  a.h.  g96=A.D.  1200  that 
Al-Malik  al-'Adil  became  actual  ruler  of  Eg)'pt  for  the  second  time,  succeeding  his 
great-nephew  Al-Malik  al-MansQr,  son  of  Al-Malik  al-'Azia,  as  sultan.  Al-Makrtzi, 
op.  cii.  ii.  p.  rro;  Ibn  KhallikSn,  op.  cit.  ii.  p.  391 ;  Ibn  al-Athtr,  op.eU.  xij.  p.  1  ,r. 

'  The  Coptic  Khoiak  (^oii,K)=Nov.  27-Dec.  td.  The  common  Arabic 
transcription  of  the  name  is  Kihak  (eLfr-i  ). 

*  I.e.  A.D.  1187. 

"  I.e,  Elephant's  Stable.  The  DSr  al-Fil  or  House  of  the  Elephant  and  the 
Birkat  al-Fll  or  Elephant's  Pool,  which  still  exists  in  name,  lay  to  the  south  of 
Cairo,  near  the  Birkah  Karfin.  Perhaps  Isjabl  al-Fil  was  another  name  for 
Dar  al-FlI,  which  may  have  been  turned  into  stables  like  other  palaces  at  Cairo; 
the  Mamlflk  sultans  had  stables  on  the  Birkat  al-Fil,     After  a.h.  600  the  borders 
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Kdriln ',  which  are  between  Misr  and  Cairo  ;  and  in  this  street  there  is 
Pol.  7  ft  a  church,  which  was  long  ago  ruined,  and  became  a  yard,  while  its  walls 
remained  visible  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Its  site  has  been  used 
for  the  erection  of  a  mosque,  which  was  built  by  Husain  the  Kurd, 
the  son-in-law  of  SalSh  ibn  Ruzzik'^,  the  vizier  in  the  caliphate  of 
Al-Imam  Al-'Adid  U-dini  'liah^. 


of  ihe  Birkal  ai-Fil  were  much  built  upon  and  surrounded  by  XvAxy  manzarahs ; 
and  this  became  the  finest  quarter  of  Cairo.  During  the  high  Nile,  when  the 
pool  was  full,  the  sultan  used  to  be  rowed  about  it  at  night,  while  the  manzarahs 
were  illuminated.     Ibn  Sa'td  says  : 

'  See    the    Elephant's    Pool,    encircled    by    manzarahs,    like    lashes    around 
the  eje; 
It  seems,  when  the  eyes  behold  it,  as  if  stars  had  been  set  around  the 

See  Ai-MakrizJ,  op.  eit.  ii.  p.  n  i ,  cf  p.  1 1  a  ;  Ibn  Dukmak,  op.  cil.  Iv.  p.  1 1  and 
V.  p.  fo. 

'  The  copyist  has  probably  omitted  the  words  J^^lj  '  and  of  the  elephant ' 
after  yj.ls  j_^J^  '  the  two  pools  of  Kariin.'  There  was  but  a  single  Birkah 
KdrSn,  which  was,  however,  only  sepaiated  by  a  dyke  from  the  Birkat  al-Fil. 
The  passage  should  therefore  doubtless  read  '  the  two  pools  of  KarQn  and  of 
Al-Ftl.'  When  the  quarters  of  Al-'Askar  and  Al-Kata'i'  were  founded  (see 
Introduction),  the  borders  of  the  Birkah  KdrUn  were  thickly  inhabited,  but  were 
afterwards  partly  deserted.     See  Al-Maknzi,  op.  cil.  ii.  p.  ?  1 1 . 

=  Abll  '1-Ghar3t  TalS'l'  ibn  Ruzzik,  surnamed  Al-Malik  as-Salih.  ^Uh  must 
be  an  error.  He  was  born  in  a.h.  495=a.d,  i  ioi  ;  was  appointed  vizier  to  the 
caliph  Al-Fi'iz  in  a.h.  549=a.d,  1154;  and  on  the  accession  of  Al-'Adid  he 
remained  vizier  to  the  new  caliph,  who  married  his  daughter,  He  died  in 
Ramadin  A.H.  556=a.d,  1161. 

'  The  fourteenth  and  last  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs;  reigned  a-h.  SSS-Sfi;^ 
A.n.  1160-H71, 
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Revenues  of  the  Coptic  Ckurch. 

§  The  sum  of  the  revenues  of  the  churches  and  monasteries  in  the 
two  regions  of  the  North  and  South,  according  to  the  estimate  made  of 
them  for  the  year  575  (a.D.  1180),  was  2,923  dinars  in  ready  money,  and 
4,826  ardabs'  of  corn  in  produce;  while  the  landed  property  amounted 
to  915  fedd4ns.  This  property  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Christians 
through  gifts  from  the  Fatimide  caliphs  down  to  the  lunar  and  revenue 
year  569  (A.D.  1174);  but  it  was  taken  away  from  them  and  given 
to  the  Muslims,  so  that  no  part  of  it  was  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
Christians ;  this  was  under  the  dynasty  of  the  Ghuzz  and  Kurds  at 
the  end  of  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustadi'  bi-amri  'Iiah  ^,  and  under  the 
administration  of  Salth  ad-Din  Ylisuf  ibn  Ayyub  the  Kurd. 

The  Southern  Region  :  467  dinars,  and  the  amount  of  produce  which 
has  been  stated,  and  906  feddans.  The  Northern  Region  :  2,445  dinars 
and  nine  feddans. 

Revenues  of  Egypt. 

%    It  is  fitting  to  state  in  this  book  the  number  of  districts  and 
villages  included  in  the  provinces  under  the  dynasty^,  and  also  the  Fol. 7b 
revenues  derived  from  their  fiefs  ;   not  reckoning  the  city  of  Alexandria 


'  The  ardab  is  equivalent  to  nearly  five  bushels,  and  the  fedddn  to  about 
one  acre,  eight  poles. 

^  Proclaimed  caliph  at  Bagdad  in  the  month  of  Rabf  the  Second,  a.h.  566  = 
A.D.  1170,  upon  the  death  of  his  father  Al-Mustanjid  bi-'Udh.  He  was  the  thirty- 
third  of  the  Abbaside  caliphs,  and  was  proclaimed  caliph  by  SaJadin  at  Cairo  in 
the  month  of  Muharram  a.h.  567=a.d.  1171,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  last 
Fatimide  caliph  Al-'Adid.  Al-Musiadi'  died  in  the  month  of  Dhu  '1-Ka'dah 
'^■H.  575,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  An-Naair 
li-dhii  'liah.  See  Abfi  '1-Fida, -4nn.  jl/aj/.  iii,  p.  630,  iv.  p.  38;  Abfl  'l-Faraj, 
Tdrihh  Mukktasar  ad-Duwal  (ed.  Pococke),  p.  406  f. ;  Ibn  al-Athir,  op.  cil.  xii, 
p.  rit|  ff.;  Ibn  Shaddad,  op.ci!.  p.  38;  Ibn  Khaldlin,  iv.  p.  .1. 

■^  I.e.  of  the  Faiimides. 
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nor  the  frontier-district  of  Damietta  nor  Tinnis^  nor  Kift^  nor  Nakadah* 
nor  the  Lake  of  Al-HabashS  outside  Migr  ;  the  sum  total  of  the  revenue 

'  TinnJs,  the  Coptic  eenneci,  to  which  a  foundation  in  remote  antiquity 
was  ascribed,  stood  on  an  island  in  Lake  ManzaJah,  between  Damietta  and 
Al-Farama,  where  the  mound  called  Tall  Tinn5s  is  still  existing.  It  was  famous 
for  fish,  of  which  seventy-nine  kinds  were  said  to  be  cauglit  there,  and  for  fine, 
variegated  linen  and  other  tissues,  sometimes  brocaded  with  gold.  Cf.  below, 
fol.  19  b,  and  see  Ibn  Haukal  (ed.  De  Goeje),  p.  1.1 ;  Yaklit,  Geogr.  WorlA.\i.  ««!•; 
Ibn  DukraSk,  op.  cii.  v.  p.  va  f  ;  Al-Idrisi  (trans,  by  Jaubert),  i,  320  ;  Al-Makiizi, 
op.  cil.  i.  pp.  |vi-(Ar;  Am^lincau,  Geogr.  p.  507  f. 

'  The  classical  Coptos  and  the  Coptic  KeqX.  See  YSkilt,  Geogr.  Wort. 
iv.p.iar;  Al-Idrisi  (ed,  Rome)  [p.  48];  Ai-Makrlzl,  o;>.  a/,  p.  rrr  f ;  Ibn  Dukmak, 
/  p        f     K  r  o   tubt  is  now  in  the  district  of  Kfls,  province  of  Kana, 

adoa      dn88      2  1,44  inhabitants.     See  Ami^lineau,  G/ogr.  p.  213  ff. 

No      n  h    d  of  Kfls,  province  of  Kana;  and  in  1885  had  a  population 

of  4  534      ^e^R     1  (  d€  I'kgj'pfe/n.  p.  2$B;    Ibn  DukmSk,  v,  p.  rr. 

I      Lak    of   h    Abj  stnians.     This  was  a  tract  of  low  ground,  more  than 
000  a  b      een  Fustat  and  Cairo,  approaching  on  one  side  the 

n        )     f  Al  K      f  h    and  was  inundated  during  the  rise  of  the  Nile,  from 
h    h      wa    onl       pa       d  by  a  dyke  on  its  western  side.     At  other  times  it  was 

0  fhno       hmg  resorts  near  Cairo,  being  of  extreme  fertility,  and 

1  odu  y  i\a.  d  o  h  ops.  Beside  it  were  gardens  also  called  Al-Habash 
o  A  I  H  b  h  Tl  nam  was,  perhaps,  earlier  than  the  Mahometan  conquest, 
a  d  a  a  an  la  n  f  1  Coptic  eeifcy-  The  Lake  of  Al-Habash  was  given 
as  a  val/  o  he  1  a  f  or  members  of  the  Prophet's  family,  by  ihe  vizier 
T  la  bn  Ru  k  al  o  1  ore  the  names  of  Birkat  al-Maghafir,  Birkah  Himyar, 
Istabl  Kurrah,  and  Istabl  Kamish,     Ibn  Sa'id  sings : 

s^j  ^jL.  ^^Ujll  JjU      «         W  ^j^  j"  u^^  ^-  ^. 

jjA,.*  til),  elj  ia^iill)      *  iJy — •  iyj—  al-^  Uj 

J^  l^lj*  '^j^}   '•^wH'        *  Lr-j]/=   "^^   '■^1/'   0^3 
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from  those  places  being  60,000  dinars.     From  2,186  districts  and  village- 
districts,  that  is,  1,376  districts  and  890  villages,  came  3,061,000  dinars. 


Northern  Egypt 


Provinces ; 
Ash-Shark!yah 
Al-Murt4hiyah 
Ad-Dakahliyah 
Al-Abwiiniyah 
Jazirah  Kilsantya 
Al-Gharbiyah 
As-Samannfldiyah 
Al-ManOfiyatain 
Fuwah  and  AI-MuztlliamLyataJn 
An-Nastarawiyah 
Rosetta,  Al-Jadidiyah  and  Adku 
Jazirah  Bani  Nasr 
Al-Buhairah 
Hauf  Ram  sis 

Total 


Total 

No,  of 

Plaoes. 

DUtricts. 

viiiaeos. 

Dinars. 

1,598 

917 

68. 

a.040,040 

45!! 

294 

158 

694,121 

89 

48 

41 

70,358 

70 

39 

31 

53.7'ii 

6 

6 

0 

4,700 

74 

68 

6 

159,664 

314 

149 

165 

430,955 

129 

70  or  97 

32 

200.657 

101 

69 

32 

>40,933 

13 

10 

3 

6,080 

6 

6 

0 

14,9x0 

[3] 

3 

0 

3,000 

64 

41 

33 

62,508 

176 

87 

89 

139,313 

[101] 

lOI 

[59,080] 

1,598 

917 

681 

2,040,040 

'  O  Lake  of  Al-Habash,  at  which  I  spent  a  day  of  unbroken  pleasure  and 
happiness,  so  that  thy  whole  surface  seemed  to  me  like  Paradise,  and  all  the  time 
I  seemed  to  be  keeping  festival.  How  charming  is  the  young  flax  upon  thee, 
with  its  knots  of  flowers  or  buds,  and  when  its  leaves  like  swords  are  unsheathed 
from  thee,  and  the  leeks  have  extended  their  canopy  over  thee.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  towers  upon  thee  were  brides  unveiling,  while  birds  warbled  round  them. 
Would  that  I  knew  whether  thy  season  would  return,  for  my  desires  begin  with  it 
and  return  to  itl'  See  Al-Makrtzi,  op.  cil.  ii.  pp.  ior-i«a;  Ibn  Dukmik,  iv. 
pp.  oo-fly;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  162.  M.  Am^lineau  has  overlooked  the  fact 
that  Al-MakrJzt  speaks  of  the  Ard  Habash  as  well  as  Abft  S^lih. 

d  [II.  70 
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Southern  Egypt 

Provinces : 
Al-Jlziyah 
Al-Itfihiyah 
Al-Bustrlyah 
Al-Fayyilmiyah 
Al-Bahnasa'iyah 
Al-Ushmunain 
As-Suyutiyah^ 

Total 


Tutal 
No.  of 
Places. 

Districts. 

Vilkjcs. 

Dinars. 

588 

379 

209 

1.020,953 

97 

70 

27 

129,641 

17 

13 

4 

39.449 

^4 
66 

111 

13 

55 

84 

54 

57 

.39.390 
145.162 
234,801 
127.676 

54 

23 

32 



464 

311 

153 

716,119 

'  Most  of  these  names  will  be  we!!  Isnown  to  the  reader,  but  a  few  of  liiem 
may  be  commented  on.  Al-Murtahiyah  is  now  part  of  Ad-Dakahliyah.  Al-Ab- 
wantyah  was  a,  small  province  near  Damietta,  named  from  the  town  of  Abwan,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  chiefly  Christians ;  in  the  fourteenth  century  it  had  become 
part  of  Al-Buhairah.  See  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  vn  ;  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Worl.  i.  p.  1.1. 
Jazirah  KusanJya  lay  between  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  ibid.  iv.  p,  1 . . .  An-Nas- 
tarSwiyah  lay  between  Damietta  and  Alexandria,  and  was  named  from  its  capital 
Nastarfl,  ibid.  iv.  p.  va.,  Al-Jadidah  is  reckoned  by  YfikQt  in  the  province  of 
MurtShiyah;  but  Al-Idrtsl  names  A!-Jadidtyah  as  a  separate  district  [p.  121] 
(ed.  Rome).  Hauf  Ramsis  was  between  Cairo  and  Alexandria;  see  YikQt, 
Geogr.  Worl.  {.  p,  vir.     Our  copyist  omits  some  names  and  figures. 

The  nomenclature  and  ihe  boundaries  of  the  Egyptian  provinces  have  fluctuated 
much  under  Muslim  rule.  Al-Kuda'i,  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
century,  divides  Lower  Egypt  into  thirty-three  provinces  {ijf)  and  Upper  Egypt 
into  twenty;  see  his  list  quoted  by  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  iv.  p.  afi. 

The  official  list  of  places  in  Egypt  drawn  up  for  the  purpose  of  estimating 
the  revenue  in  a.k.  777^a.d.  1375  gives  the  following  names  of  provinces:— 
Lower  Egypt :  district  of  Cairo,  Al-Kalyllbiyah,  Ash-Shark5yah,  Ad-Dakahliyab, 
district  of  Damietta,  Al-Gharb!yah,  Al-Manflfiyah,  Abyar  and  Jaztrah  Bani 
Nasr,  Al-Buhairah,  FOwah  and  Al-MuzShamtyataJn,  An-NastarSwtyah,  district  of 
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This  revenue  was  drawn  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustangir'  and  in 
the  days  of  Al-KaUhal^  the  cadi. 

§  Afterwards,  in  the  time  of  AI-Afdal  ^  his  son,  in  the  caHphate  of 
Ai-Amir,  one  dinar  and  a  third  was  imposed  as  a  poll-tax. 

§  In  the  vizierate  of  Rudwan  ibn  Walakhshl*,  in  the  caliphate  of 
Al-Hafiz,  [this  tax  was  raised  to]  two  dinars. 


Alexandria,  Al-Jiziyah ;  and  Upper  Egypt:  Al-ltf!hiyah,  Al-FayyGm,  AUBahna- 
sa'iyah,  Al-UshmQnain,  Al-UsylitJyah,  Al-lkhmtmiyah,  Al-KOstyah. 

The  present  principal  divisions  of  Egypt,  with  the  number  of  inhabited  centres, 
are:— Cairo  (i),  Alexandria  (56),  Damietta  (5),  Rosetta  (9),  Port  Said  {28),  Suez 
(8),  Al-'Arish  (6),  Kusair  (2),  Al-Butairah  (1,882),  Ash-Sharkiyah  (1,868), 
Ad-Dakahliyah  (1,147),  Al-Gharbtyah  (1,817),  Al-KalyfibJyah  (71 7),  AI-Manflfiyah 
(603),  Al-AsyQtiyah  (436),  Bant  Suwaif  (423),  ANFayyflm  (567),  Al-Jiziyah  (369), 
Minyah  (734),  Isna  (627),  Jirjah  (870),  KanS,  (898).  See  Recememmi  de  V tgypte, 
ii,  pp.  X  and  xi. 

^  The  eighth  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs;  reigned  from  a. h.  427=a.d.  1035  to 
A.H.  487  =  A,D.  1094. 

'  This  refers  to  Ibn  al-Kahhdl,  the  Kadi  'I-Kudat  or  chief  cadi  in  the  last 
years  of  Al-Mustan sir's  reign.  It  was,  however,  Badr  al-JamSli,  the  Armenian 
slave,  who  became  vizier  to  Al-Mustansir  in  a.h.  467=a.d.  1075,  who  was  the 
father  of  Al-Afdal  Shahanshah  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph. 

'  After  the  death  of  Badr  in  a.h.  487  =  a.d.  1094,  the  soldiery  chose  his  son 
Al-Afdal  ShShanshSh  as  his  successor  in  the  vizierate  When  Al-Mustansir  died 
in  the  same  year,  Al-Afdal  remained  in  his  pet  and  continued  to  act  as  vizier 
during  the  reign  of  Al-Musta'li,  and  after  the  access  on  of  Al  Amir  (in  a.h.  495  = 
A.D.  1 101),  who  eventually  caused  hin  to  he  put  to  de'^th  in  a  h  5I9=a.d.'i  125. 
Treasures  of  immense  \alue  were  found  in  his  house  See  Al-Makrizi,  op.  cit. 
i.  p.  ro-i ;  Ibn  Khallikin  op  cit  1  p  612     Ibn  Xhil  Ifln  iv  p  ii  f. 

'  Successor  in  the  \izierate  of  Taj  ad-Daulah  Bahram,  the  Armenian,  whom 
he  deposed  from  hi";  office  b  force  in  a.h,  531.  Rudwan  was  an  oppressor  of 
the  Christians.  In  A  H  533  on  account  of  intrigues  against  him,  Rudwan  fled  to 
Syria  and  returned  with  an  army,  but  being  attacked  by  the  troops  of  the  caliph, 
he  fled  to  Upper  Egypt,  where  he  was  captured.  He  was  imprisoned  at  Cairo, 
but  escaped  in  a.h.  442,  and  made  a  fresh  atiempt  to  seize  the  power  of  which  he 
d   2 
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Account  of  Mark  ibn  al-Kanbar. 

§  In  the  northern  region,  Mark  ad-Darfr  (the  Blind)  ibn  Mauhub, 
called  Ibn  al-Kanbar\  was  made  priest  by  the  bishop  of  Damietta^ 
and  he  celebrated  the  liturgy  and  communicated  the  Holy  Mysteries 
to  the  people.  Then  the  report  of  him  reached  the  Father  and 
Patriarch  Anba  John^  the  seventy-second  in  the  order  of  succession, 
who  condemned  him,  and  suspended  him  and  excommunicated  him. 
After  that,  Ibn  al-Kanbar  set  his  mind  to  the  composition  of  com- 
mentaries on  the  books  of  the  church  and  others,  according  to  the 
inventions  of  his  own  mind  together  with  the  learning  that  he  possessed. 
Next  he  taught  the  people  that  a  man  who  does  not  confess  his  sins 
to  a  confessor,  and  perform  penance  for  his  sins,  cannot  lawfully  receive 
the  Eucharist,  and  that  if  such  a  man  dies  without  confession  to  the 
priest,  he  dies  in  his  sins  and  goes  to  hell ;  and  accordingly  the  people 
began   to   confess   to   Ibn   al-Kanbar   and    neglected    the    practice   of 


had  been  deprived,  but  he  was  resisted  and  slain.  See  Al-I\Iakrizi,  op.  cil.  i.  p,  ro-  ; 
As-SuyGtt,  1^/.  «i/.  ii,  p.  lae;  Ibn  Khaldfln,  iv.  p.  vr;  Ibn  Khaliikan,  o/.  f;"/.  ii.  p.  179, 

^  Cf.  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair.  pp.  550-554  ;  Al-Makriz!,  op.  di.  ii.  p.  f  n.  The 
doctrines  of  Mark  ibn  al-Kanbar  and  the  existence  of  his  large  body  of  follo\\ers 
seem  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  there  have  always  been  some  imong  tht  Copts 
since  the  Council  of  Cbalcedon,  who  have  refused  to  join  m  tl  e  r  jection  of  that 
Council,  and  in  the  acceptance  of  the  schismatic  and  heretical  teaching  of  Dioscorus 
and  his  disciples.  The  chief  points  of  agreement  with  Catholic  bel  ef  and  practice 
in  the  teaching  of  Ibn  al-Kanbar,  brought  out  by  Abfl  Salih  are  the  doctrine  of 
the  two  natures  and  wills  of  Christ,  the  doctrine  with  regard  to  confession  the 
reservation  of  the  sacrament,  the  abrogation  of  peculiar  fasts  the  denial  of  the 
necessity  of  circumcision  and  of  the  shaving  of  the  head  Some  other  p^rts  of 
Ibn  al-Kanbar's  teaching  were  probably  misunderstood,  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  we  have  only  his  enemies'  account  of  the  matter. 

'  Probably  a  mistake  for  Damsis;  see  below,  fol.  14  t  The  Coj-Ul  b  sho^ 
of  Damictta  had  the  rank  of  metropolitan. 

"  Occupied  the  see  from  a-d.  1147  to  1167.  See  Renaudot,  7//i/.  Pair. 
pp.  5 1 7-530- 
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confession  over  the  censer^;  and  they  all  inclined  to  him,  and  listened 
to  his  words.  A  number  of  the  Samaritans  also  assembled  to  meet 
him,  and  he  disputed  with  them,  and  showed  them  that  he  who  came 
into  the  world  was  the  Messiah  who  was  expected ;  and  he  converted 
many  of  them.     He  also  allowed  the  people  to  let  their  hair  grow  long  ^  Fol.  0  b 


^  It  seems  strange  that  Ibn  al-Kanbav's  insistence  on  the  need  of  confession 
before  communion  should  have  been  received  as  a  no\el  and  heretical  doctrine , 
but  the  fact  IS  that  the  practice,  though  enjuined  bv  the  canons  of  the  church 
hid  fallen  into  abcjance  See  Renaudot,  Ar///;;;/^,  lib  3  cap  5,  where  it  is 
shown  that  the  doctrine  was  recognized  bj  the  church  of  Egjpt  An  example  of 
confession  in  the  eighth  centur\  la  gnen  also  in  Hid  Pal)  p  219  f  Renaudot 
adJs  that  John,  the  seientj  second  patriarch,  is  credited  bj  Coptic  writers  with 
having  abrogUed  the  rule  of  confession  The  reason  alleged  tor  John's  action 
IS  that  the  people  disliked  the  practice  of  confession,  and  were  even  in  some  cases 
driven  out  of  the  pale  of  the  church  bj  the  severity  of  ihe  penance  imposed 
[ohn  substituted  for  the  ancient  practice  a  general  admiSMon  of  sinfulness  and 
[raier  for  forgiveness  something  in  these  terms  'O  Lord  God,  look  upon  me, 
a  miserable  sinner  I  sorrow  in  that  1  have  sinned  against  thee,  and  humbly 
cra\e  thj  divine  pardon  This  confession  was  made  over  a  burning  censer,  which 
the  priest  waved  before  the  fice  of  the  penitent.  This  use  of  incense  led  the 
Ignorant  to  imagine  that  the  ascending  smolte  had  virtue  to  waft  away  their  guilt, 
and  as  the  superstition  fixed  its  roots  more  deeply,  the  custom  arose  of  flinging 
grains  of  incen-^e  on  1  brazier  in  the  house  in  atonement  for  the  sin  of  the 
moment  Confess  on  o\er  the  censer  passed  not  only  to  the  Abyssinians  (see 
Ltlow  fol  105  b)  but  also  to  the  Nestorians,  the  Armenians,  and  the  Malabar 
Chiistians  In  Ethiopia  the  error  had  died  out  when  the  Jesuits  first  entered  the 
country.  Among  the  Nestorians  there  was  no  confession  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
and  Antonio  de  Gouvea,  who  visited  Malabar  about  1600,  says  that  the  Christians 
there  had  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  the  sacrament  of  penance,  and  the  former 
custom  of  confessing  over  the  censer  was  then  almost  abandoned.  It  seems, 
however,  that  in  all  these  Oriental  churches  the  practice  of  particular  confession 
was  ultimately  restored.  See  Denzinger,  i?//'uj  Orienlalium,  i.pp.  105-108;  Butler, 
Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  298.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  The  objection  was  to  the  practice  then  general  in  Egypt,  as  it  still  is  among 
;  classes  in  that  country,  to  shave  off  either  all  the  hair  of  the 
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as  the  Melkites  do  ;  and  he  forbad  circumcision  ^,  saying  that  cir- 
cumcision belongs  to  the  Jews  and  Hanifs^,  and  that  it  is  not  lawful 
for  Christians  to  resemble  the  Jews  or  the  Hanifs  in  any  of  their 
traditions  which  are  in  force  among  them  in  our  time.  For  this 
doctrine  he  set  up  many  proofs.  He  forbad  the  practice  of  burning 
sandarach^  in  the  churches,  and  allowed  only  frankincense^;  because 
this  was  offered  to  the  Lord  with  the  gold  and  the  myrrh,  and  therefore 


head,  or  all  "iih  the  exception  of  a  small  tuft  at  the  crown.  We  are  told,  however 
(belott  on  fc!  in  a)  thit  Ibi  il  Ivinbar  approved  of  a  circular  tonsure.  Whether 
thi  lat  er  notice  refer  to  the  clergy  does  not  appear  but  it  seems  that  Ibn 
al  Kustal  whose  viev\s  on  the  shaMnc,  of  the  heid  seem  to  have  resembled  those 
of  Jbn  al  Kanbar  particularly  objected  to  the  sha\mg  of  the  whole  head  in  the 
case  of  the  priests     see  fol  20  a 

'  Circumcis  on  on  the  eighth  day  is  customary  but  not  obligatory;  on  the  other 
hand  the  Coptic  church  forbids  circumcision  after  baptism.  In  the  Abyssinian 
church  ciicumcision  is  a  necessary  rite  and  according  to  Damianus  a  Goes,  is 
performed  on  infants  on  the  daj  of  their  bipttsm  \iz  the  seventh  day,  by  which 
the  eighth  daj  is  doubtless  to  be  understood      (A  J  B  } 

He  uses  the  \  ord  Hit  ifs  instead  of  Wusl  m'^  because  the  latter  claimed 
that  in  practising  circumcision  thej  were  follow  ng  the  tradition  not  only  of  the 
Jews,  but  of  the  ancient,  orthodox  religion  to  which  Abraham  belonged,  and  to 
which  the  Jews  had  added.  It  was  this  ancient  religion  which  Mahomet  professed 
to  restore.     The  passages  of  the  Koran  are  well  known: 

j^_i,J-»Jl  jj  fjS  Lij  U„^  r^J^-''     -  [*^'  '^'  '*'^'  '"^^j'  1*^ 
(SHra/ an-Nahl,  v.  124;  cf.v.  izi,  Siiral al-Fajr,  v.  162,  and  SHral Arivtrdn,v.  89). 
'  Then  we  taught  thee  by  inspiration  to  follow  the  religion  of  Abraham,  who  was 
a  HanJf;  he  was  not  of  the  polytheists.' 

'  This  is  a  resinous  substance,  the  gum  of  a  coniferous  tree,  Callilris  quadii- 
valvis,  which  flourishes  in  north-western  Africa,  particularly  in  the  Atlas  range. 
(A.J.B.) 

'  For  other  substances  which  were  burnt  in  the  churches  by  Copts  and 
Abyssinians  see  below,  fol.  105  b.  See  also  Vansleb,  Hisl.  de  T&gUse  il'Akx. 
p.  60,  where  sandarach,  frankincense,  aloes,  and  giavi  are  named. 
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it  is  not  right  that  anything  else  should  be  burnt  in  the  church.  He 
said  to  those  that  confessed  to  him :  '  I  will  bear  part  of  your  sins  for 
you,  and  part  will  be  forgiven  by  God  through  your  doing  penance ; 
for  he  who  receives  a  penance  for  his  sin  in  this  world  will  not  be 
compelled  by  God  to  do  a  second  penance  in  the  next  world.'  His 
followers  who  confessed  to  him  called  him  '  Our  Father  the  Director ' 
(or  '  Teacher ').  When  he  stopped  in  the  churches  a  large  assembly 
came  together  to  meet  him,  and  he  raised  many  dissensions,  such  as 
had  not  been  known  in  the  church. 

After  a  time  the  bishops  in  the  North  [of  Egypt]  were  informed 
of  these  matters,  and  laid  information  of  them  before  the  Father  and 
Patriarch  Anba  Mark  ^,  the  seventy-third  in  the  order  of  succession,  who 
reprimanded  him  on  account  of  them,  and  wrote  letters  to  him  in  which 
he  warned  him  and  forbad  him  and  exhorted  him  with  exhortations  of 
consolation,  but  he  would  not  listen  to  him  or  return  to  him.  Necessity 
therefore  compelled  the  patriarch  to  send  to  summon  him  to  his 
presence,  so  Ibn  al-Kanbar  went  up  to  him  to  the  Cell  ^  at  the 
church  of  Al-Mu'allakah'  in  Misr.  There  the  patriarch  assembled  to  Fol.lOa 
meet  him  a  synod  consisting  of  bishops  and  priests  and  chief  men*, 
and  said  to  him  : '  Know  that  he  who  breaks  any  of  the  commandments 
of  the  church,  and  bids  the  people  act  in  contradiction  to  it,  iies  under 
the  penalties  of  the  law.     Why  then  dost  thou   not  return  from  thy 


'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  ii6j  to  1189.  See  Renaudol,  Hisi.  Pair. 
PP-  530-554- 

'  The  Cell  {^j^,  from  the  Greek  nflCKios)  represented,  as  we  should  say,  the 
patriarchal  palace ;  see  Appendix.  It  was  attached  to  the  principal  church,  as  the 
bishop's  residence  generally  was  in  ancient  times,  and  as  the  Vatican  is  attached 
to  St.  Peter's  basilica. 

'  For  a  description  of  the  patriarchal  church  of  the  Virgin,  called  Al-Mu'allakah 
or  'the  Hanging  Church,'  see  Butler,  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  216.  The  name  was 
given  to  any  structure  built  upon  arcades. 

*  The  Arabic  ^jU  plural  iil*1;l,  is  derived  from  the  Greek  Sp^a",  through 
the  Coptic,  which  employs  the  word  to  denote  the  chief  men  or  official  class. 
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ways?'  Many  things  took  place  with  regard  to  him,  the  end  of  wliich 
was  that  he  was  ordered  to  go  under  guard  with  deputies  of  the 
patriarch  to  the  monastery  of  Anba  Antflnah  ^  near  Itfih ;  this  was  in 
the  month  of  Amshtr  in  the  year  8yo  of  the  Blameless  Martyrs ; 
moreover  [it  was  ordered]  that  he  and  his  brethren  should  shave  the 
hair  of  their  heads.  Ibn  al-Kanbar  soon  began  to  suffer  from  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  ;  and  so  he  addressed  the 
patriarch,  and  entered  into  communication  with  him  by  means  of  his 
mother  and  his  brethren  and  his  uncle,  who  did  not  cease  to  kiss  the 
patriarch's  hands  and  feet,  and  by  means  of  the  prayers  of  the  chief 
men ;  and  at  last  the  patriarch  granted  their  prayers  and  wrote  to  the 
superior  of  the  monastery  bidding  him  lead  that  Mark  to  the  place  in 
which  the  body  of  Saint  Anthony  lay,  and  require  him  to  swear  upon 
it  and  upon  the  Gospel  of  John  that  he  would  not  again  do  any  of  the 
things  that  he  had  done,  and  then  allow  him  to  go  free.  So  the  superior 
did  this  and  released  Mark,  who  returned  to  his  own  country^  on  those 
conditions. 

§  The  said   Mark    [ibn   al-Kanbar]   went   from   the    monastery  of 

Pol.  10  b  Saint  Anthony  to  the  Rif^,  after  having  been  made  to  swear  upon  the 

holy  Gospel  and  upon  the  said  body  of  our  Father  Anthony,  and  after 

having  been  made  to  promise  that  he  would  not  return  to  his  former 


'  This  is  the  well-known  monastery  of  Saint  Anthony  near  the  Red  Sea  ;  see 
below,  fol,  54  ff.  It  is  called  '  near  Itflh,'  because  the  road  thither  from  the  Nile 
started  from  that  town,  in  respect  to  which  the  monastery  hes  a  little  to  the 
south-east,  at  a  distance  of  sixty  miles. 

'  I.  e.  Damsis  or  its  neighbourhood;  see  fol.  14. 

'  There  has  been  some  dispute  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Arabic  word  i— Jbj, 
which  generally  means  the  country  lying  upon  the  banks  of  a  river,  or  upon  the 
sea-shore ;  see  Dozy,  ad  verb.  In  Egypt  the  word  was  used  to  denote  the  Delta 
or  Lower  Egypt;  see  below,  fol.  21  a.  M,  Amdiineau,  in  his  somewhat  curious 
article  upon  the  name  <~JoJi\,  speaks  as  if  it  were  known  from  two  sources  only: 
the  Arabic  Synaxarium,  the  authority  of  which  he  rejects,  and  the  Ethiopie 
Chronicle  of  John  of  Niciu,  upon  the  authority  of  which  he  peremptorily  decides 
that  the  Rif  is  synonymous  with  Upper  Egypt !  see  Giogr,  p.  403  f. 
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ways  or  transgress  the  canons  of  the  church  and  the  rules  of  the  law; 
yet  this  said  Mark,  when  he  arrived  in  his  own  country,  returned  to  his 
former  ways  and  did  even  worse  than  before.  For  there  gathered 
together  to  him  a  very  large  body  of  the  ignorant  from  the  river-banks 
and  the  villages  and  the  towns,  nearly  five  thousand  men ;  and  reports 
of  him  arrived  as  far  as  Kalyilb'.  Among  these  men  were  some  who 
obeyed  him  and  attached  themselves  to  him,  and  bound  themselves 
to  do  what  he  appointed  and  ordered  for  each  of  them ;  so  that  some 
of  them  bound  themselves  to  bring  him  part  of  their  money  and  of  the 
fruit  of  their  gardens  and  vineyards,  and  a  tithe  of  their  income ;  and 
they  brought  it  to  him,  so  that  he  increased  in  wealth  beyond  his 
former  state. 

Then  the  patriarch  wrote  to  him  to  make  known  to  him  what  would 
happen  to  him  if  he  did  not  repent,  and  to  terrify  him  and  warn  him 
of  that  which  would  befall  him  if  he  went  on  in  his  pride,  and  in  his 
breaking  of  his  oath  and  departure  from  that  which  he  had  sworn  ; 
and  the  patriarch  exhorted  him  and  warned  him  of  the  end  of  his 
perjury  and  his  heresy  and  his  excommunication,  namely,  that  the  end 
of  these  things  is  perdition.  Mark  ibn  a!-Kanbar  would  not,  however, 
listen  to  the  patriarch's  letters,  but  behaved  insolently  and  increased 
in  pride  and  perversity,  and  would  not  be  converted.  So  the  patriarch 
wrote  letters  to  the  bishops  of  Northern  Egypt  containing  an  account 
of  the  case  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  a  summary  of  the  canons  Tol.  11  a 
by  which  such  a  man  is  condemned  to  excommunication  on  the  severest 
terms  if  he  persists  in  his  pride  and  cleaves  to  the  error  of  his  impiety; 
and  bidding  each  of  the  bishops,  after  giving  an  account  of  whatever 
he  had  ascertained  of  the  man,  write  in  his  own  handwriting  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  Mark  to  do  as  he  had  dared  to  do. 
So  each  of  the  bishops  wrote  his  own  account  of  Mark's  opposition  to 

'  About  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Cairo.  It  is  the  Coptic  KZ-XlUOUe,  and 
is  now  the  capital  of  the  district  of  Kalyflb,  and  of  the  province  of  Kalyflbiyah. 
It  had  in  1885  a  population  of  8,644.  The  neighbourhood  was  famous  for  its 
fertility,  and  for  the  numerous  gardens  which  adorned  it ;  it  was  one  of  the  richest 
spots  in  Egypt.     Ibn  DukmSk,  op.  cit.  v.  p.  I'v  f.;  Amdl.,  Ge'ogr.  p.  390. 

e  [II.  ;.] 


y  Google 


26  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

the  law  of  his  own  church,  and  added  that  it  was  not  right  for  him 
to  do  what  he  had  dared  to  do,  and  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to 
follow  the  fancies  of  his  own  mind  as  he  had  done  in  transgression  of 
the  law ;  and  each  bishop  confirmed  the  sentence  of  excommunication 
upon  him. 

After  this,  Mark  ibn  a!-Kanbar  was  not  satisfied  with  what  he  had 
done,  and  with  having  broken  the  oath  which  he  had  sworn  upon  the 
Gospel  and  upon  the  body  of  the  great  Saint  Anthony  in  the  church 
of  God,  or  with  having  resisted  the  law,  and  refused  to  accept  that 
which  was  binding  upon  him  according  to  the  law  of  the  Christians  of 
whom  he  was  one;  but  he  even  wrote  an  address  and  submitted  it  to 
the  sultan.  The  purport  of  his  address  was  that  he  desired  that  an 
assembly  should  be  called  to  meet  him  in  the  presence  of  the  patriarch  ; 
but  he  embelhshed  his  account  of  what  had  passed,  and  said  whatever 
it  pleased  him  to  say,  and  asked  for  protection. 

The  Kadi  '1-Fadii  ibn  'All  al-Baisani  ^  wrote  an  answer  to  his  letter, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

'Thou  art  a  man  of  great  distinction.  But  the  patriarch  of  the 
Christians  has  made  up  a  story  of  a  man  who  is  innocent  of  having 
departed  from  the  truth  of  his  religion  and  says  that  he  has  departed 
from  it,  and  has  brought  in  a  strange  doctrine,  by  which  the  word  of 
his  people  is  cut  short,  and  the  traditions  generally  held  by  his 
co-religionists  are  broken. 

'Thou  hast  been  banished  once,  and  hast  ventured  to   return  from 

Fol.  11  b  banishment  without  permission.     Go  forth,  therefore,  as  a  private  person 

without  rank  or  jurisdiction,  and  do  not  assume  any  pre-eminence  over 

the  Christians  or  jurisdiction  among  them,  until  a  lawful  assembly  be 

'  Abli  'All  'Abd  ar-Rahim  al-Lakhmt  al-'Abkalan!,  generally  known  as  AI-Kadi 
'1-Fadil,  was  vizier  to  Saladin,  with  whom  he  stood  high  in  favour.  He  was  famouK 
for  his  literary  style,  especially  in  liis  letters,  of  which  we  here  have  a  specimen. 
He  was  born  at  Ascalon  in  a,  h.  529= a.  d.  1135,  and  died  a,  h.  596 = a.  d.  1200. 
His  father  was  for  a  time  cadi  at  Itaisin  on  the  Jordan  near  Tiberias,  and  for  this 
reason  the  family  all  received  the  surname  of  Baisani.     Ibn  Khallikan,  op.  cil. 
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called  to  meet  thee  which  shall  decide  whether  thou  shalt  be  of  them,  in 
which  case  thou  shalt  not  oppose  them,  or  whether  thou  shalt  depart 
from  them,  in  which  case  thou  wilt  wander  away  from  the  faithful  and 
followers  of  the  book,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  thee  to  become 
a  Muslim,  for  thou  wilt  be  neither  Jew  nor  Christian,'    This  is  the  end. 

§  After  Mark  ibn  al-Kanbar  had  remained  in  his  own  district  per- 
sisting in  his  former  ways,  then  he  appeared  at  the  Cell  at  the  church  of 
Al-Mu'allakah  in  Misr,  and  waited  upon  the  patriarch,  and  confessed 
his  sin,  and  asked  for  pardon,  which  was  granted  to  him.  Prayers  were 
offered,  and  the  liturgy  was  said :  and  when  Mark  went  forward  to 
communicate  of  the  holy  mysteries,  the  patriarch  made  him  swear,  in 
the  presence  of  a  body  of  bishops  and  priests,  that  he  would  not  again 
do  what  he  had  been  forbidden  to  do.  So  he  swore  a  binding  oath, 
and  made  firm  promises,  before  receiving  the  holy  mysteries.  Then  he 
returned  to  his  own  district,  and  had  not  spent  a  single  day  there  before 
he  returned  to  his  former  ways ;  nor  did  he  keep  his  second  oath,  taken 
before  the  altar  of  God  in  the  presence  of  the  bishops  and  priests  and 
chief  men  and  deacons  and  a  congregation  of  the  orthodox  laity.  Thus 
it  became  evident  that  he  did  not  fear  God  or  respect  men,  since  he  had  Pol.  12  a. 
been  allowed  to  receive  the  eucharist  in  the  sanctuary  of  God.  He  now 
gave  permission  to  those  who  followed  his  opinions  to  communicate 
early ^  on  the  festival  of  the  Forty  Martyrs^,  which  is  on  the  13th  of 
Barniahat,  and  takes  place  during  the  fast  of  the  Holy  Forty  Days ; 
and  on  this  day  he  forbad  communion  of  the  wine*.     He  forbad  also 


'  As  it  is  well  known,  the  Copt?  celebrate  the  litur^j,  of  course  fasting,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  during  the  fast  of  the  forty  days  of  Lent,  except  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  It  is  not  'itated  here  that  Ibn  al  Kanbar  allowed  the  liturgy 
to  be  celebrated  early  on  one  of  these  da^s  but  that  he  allowed  an  early  com- 
munion, doubtless  with  the  resened  sacrament  see  fol  15  b.  See  Vansleb,  Hist. 
de  V Aglise  S Alex.  p.  73. 

'  The  1 3th  of  Barmahat  would  be  equivalent  to  the  9th  of  March,  whereas  the 
Roman  calendar  keeps  the  festival  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  of  Sebaste  on  the  loth 
of  March. 

'  Because  the  \viiie  was  not  reserved,  see  fol,  15  b. 
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the  giving  of  extreme  unction  by  relations  to  one  another'.  These 
things  were  in  addition  to  the  other  matters  which  were  known  of  him 
before.  Then  he  began  to  ride  about,  accompanied  by  a  body  of 
his  followers;  and  he  travelled  through  the  Rif  in  state  like  a  wall, 
and  banquets  were  prepared  for  him  and  his  companions.  The  end  of 
this  was  that  he  went  over  to  the  sect  of  the  Melkites,  and  confessed 
the  Two  Natures  and  the  Two  Wills  ^;  and  the  Melkites  received  him. 
Thus  he  threw  off  the  faith  of  Severu.s  and  Dioscorus',  our  fathers  the 


'  This  is  an  abuse  of  which  I  do  not  find  mention  elsewhere  ;  the  Coptic  ritual 
requires  that  seven  priests  shall  take  part  in  the  administration  of  the  sacrament  of 
extreme  unction,  and  that  each  of  ihem  shall  recite  a  passage  of  scripture  and  say 
certain  prayers  over  the  sick  man. 

^  Our  author,  though  an  Armenian,  if  the  title  of  the  MS.  be  correct,  here 
speaks  as  if  he  fully  accepted  the  creed  of  the  Coptic  monophysites.  To  explain 
this  we  must  remember  that  many  of  the  Armenians  were  monophysites  and 
monothelites  as  well  as  the  Copts,  and  that  when  the  Armenian  catholicus, 
Gregory  II,  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  arrived  in  Egypt  about  a.  d.  1080,  the 
representatives  of  these  two  religious  communiiies  made  a  confession  of  common 
faith  in  the  One  Nature  of  Christ,  'On  that  day,'  says  Michael,  bishop  of  Tinnis,  'it 
was  made  known  to  all  that  Copts,  Armenians,  Syrians,  Ethiopians,  and  Nubians 
are  at  one  in  the  orthodox  faith  which  the  holy  fathers  of  old  once  unanimously 
confessed,  and  which  Nestorius,  Leo,  and  the  Council  of  Chalcedon  had  changed.' 
See  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair.  p.  461 ;  Ter-Mikelian,  Die  armen.  Kirche,  &c.  p.  84. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  man)'  of  the  Aimenians,  and  of  their  writers 
and  teachers,  preserved  the  catholic  belief  which  Ibn  al-Kanbar  and  his  followers 
also  maintained ;  and,  in  the  lifetime  of  our  author  himself,  the  Synod  of  Tarsus, 
summoned  by  king  Leo  and  the  patriarch  Gregory  in  a,  d,  1196,  acknowledged 
the  Council  of  Chalcedon.  For  the  acceptance  of  the  catholic  doctrine  by 
Armenian  doctors,  see  Clemens  Galanus,  Concilia/.  Ecchs.  Arm.  cum  Romana  ex 
ipsts  Armenorum  Palrum  el  doclorum  teslimoniis,  &c.,  Rome,  1690. 

'  It  is,  of  course,  well  known  that  the  Copls  look  upon  Dioscorus,  the  twenty- 
fifth  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  was  condemned  by  the  Council  of  Chalcedon 
in  A.D,  451,  and  upon  Severus,  the  fifty-seventh  patriarch  of  Antioch,  who  was 
condemned  by  the  Synods  of  Constantinople  of  a.  d,  518  and  a.  d,  536  and  the 
second  General  Council  of  Constantinople  in  A.n.  S.'ia.  as  the  two  great  champions 
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patriarchs,  who  withstood  emperors  and  great  men  in  matters  of  religion, 

and  exposed  the  following  of  the  emperor  ^  in  his  creed,  and  would 

not  give  up  the  faith  of  the  318  ancient  fathers  ^  who  had  withstood 

Diocletian^  the  Infidel,  and  endured   torments  of  different  kinds,  the 

limbs  of  some  being  cut  off,  in  defence  of  the  true  faith  established  by 

patriarchs  and  bishops  through  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 

condemned  and  excommunicated  any  who  should  depart  from  it  and 

believe  differently-     Now  this  wretch  Mark  ibn  al-Kanbar,  blind  both 

ill  eyes  and  heart,  as  one  of  the  fathers  said,  separated  himself  from  the 

ranks  of  the  brethren,  as  Judas  Iscariot  did,  and  therefore  God  removed 

him  from  the  ranks  of  the  orthodox,  as  he  removed  Satan  from  the 

ranks  of  the  angels  on  high  on  account  of  his  pride  and   his  thinking  Pol.  13  b 

within  himself  that  he  was  the  greatest,  for  which  cause  he  fell ;  and  so 

this  wretch  Mark  thought  within  himself  that  he  was  wise,  and  therefore 

he  fell  and  became  one  of  the  disputatious  heretics  who  imagine  that 

the  Will  of  the  Manhood  was  opposed  to  the  Will  of  the  Godhead  ;  and 


of  the  monophysite  doctrine,  or  orthodox  failh  as  they  call  it.  These  two  raono- 
physile  saints  are  commemorated  or  invoked  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  the 
Coptic  liturgy.  The  Prayer  of  Absolution  addressed  to  the  Son  {^^\  JJ^}  prays 
that  all  present  may  be  absolved  'out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Trinity,  of  the  twelve 
apostles,  of  Saint  Mark,  and  of  '  the  holy  patriarch  Severus  and  our  teacher 
Dioscorus.'  The  visit  of  Severus  to  Egypt  is  commemorated  in  the  Coptic 
calendar  on  Babah  2  =  September  29,  his  death  on  Amshir  i4=February  8  ;  and 
die  translation  of  his  body  to  the  monastery  of  To  Ennalon  at  Alexandria  on 
Klhak  io=December  6,  Severus  was  the  author  of  many  works  in  Greek,  which 
were  translated  into  Syriac,  and  are  still  in  great  part  extant ;  see  British  Museum 
Catalogue  of  Syriac  MSS.  The  fragments  of  Severus'  works  in  the  original 
Greek  still  existing  are  to  be  found  in  Mai,  Script,  vet.  nova  colUclio.  The  death 
of  Dioscorus  is  commemorated  on  TQt  7  =  September  4. 

'  This  is  an  allusion  to  the  origin  of  the  name  Melkite,  in  Arabic  ,J^U,  from 
isl-U,  'king'  or  'emperor.' 

'  Of  Nicaea. 

'  It  is  true  that  some  of  the  bishops  who  took  pari  in  the  first  Council  of 
Nicaea  had  suffered  in  the  persecuiion. 
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he  was  excommunicated  by  three  patriarchs:  namely,  by  Anba  Jonas' 
the  seventy-second,  who  died  while  this  wretch  was  still  bound  by  his 
anathemas,  and  had  not  been  loosed  from  them ;  by  the  patriarch  of 
Antioch,  Anba  Michael^;  and  by  Anba  Mark  the  seventy-third 
[patriarch  of  Alexandria] ;  and  also  by  sixty  bishops  in  the  two 
provinces  of  Northern  and  Southern  Egypt. 

§  Now  this  Ibn  al-Kanbar  had  gathered  together  a  body  from 
among  the  MelkJtes,  the  opponents  of  our  orthodox  faith,  together  with 
those  who  came  to  him  of  the  ignorant  and  simple  among  the  Copts, 
and  he  went  down  to  Kalyub  with  the  desire  to  pervert  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town ;  but  the  scribe  of  the  town,  and  the  dimin  ^ 


'  Or  John,  see  fol.  9  a.  In  Arabic  the  names  llajj  or  ,j-ii  and  i_wGJj  are 
frequently  confused.  Al-Makrizt  calls  both  the  seventy-Kecond  and  the  seventy- 
fourth  patriarch  Jonas,  whereas  the  patriarchal  biographies  name  them  John. 

*  This  patriarch  does  not  seem  fo  be  named  in  the  lists.  He  was  the  author 
of  a  treatise  on  Preparation  for  the  Eucharist  (Renaudot,  Hist.  Fair.  p.  550). 
There  are  five  of  the  name  in  the  rolls  of  the  see,  namely,  Michael  I,  the  88th 
patriarch,  consecrated  a.d,  879;  Michael  II,  the  126th,  a.d.  1370;  Michael  III, 
the  129th,  A.D.  1 401 ;  Michael  IV,  the  i34lh,  a.d.  14,54;  Michael  V,  the  140th, 
A.  D.  rggg.  The  published  lists  are  full  of  discrepancies.  See  Le  Quien,  Orims 
Christ,  ii.  col.  713  ff.;  Neale,  Patriarchate  of  Antioch,  p.  173  fF.  If  Michael  of 
Antioch  excommunicated  Ibn  al-Kanbar,  it  must  have  been  on  account  of  his 
rejection  of  the  monophysite  doctrine,  not  on  account  of  his  teaching  on  the 
sacrament  of  penance,  which  agrees  with  that  of  the  patriarch  of  Antioch,  con- 
tained in  his  treatise;  see  Renaudot,  op.  cil.  p.  552. 

'  The  dSmin  was  the  farmer  of  the  taxes.  The  fact  that  he  and  the  scribe 
were  both  Copts  is  an  illustration  of  the  rule  followed  by  the  Mahometan  governors 
of  employing  Copts  as  officials  in  those  branches  of  the  government  service  which 
required  facility  in  writing  and  accuracy  in  calculation  ;  see  below,  fol.  28  b. 
There  is  a  well-known  passage  of  Al-Makrizt  which  contains  the  follow  ing  words,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  unsuccessful  rebellion  of  the  Copts  in  a.m.  2i6=a.d.  831  : 

^Sj^\   1.U:   Jc    ^_jJ-Xl    i^j    ^liiUI    j£   j^j/l   Jc    isUi   ^J    |.ti.    Js-l  jjib    ^j 
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of  the  town,  and  others  of  the  orthodox  party  heard  of  him,  and  went 

to  him  and  watched  him,  and  took  him  and  his  party  and  bound  them 

to  pay  the  poll-tax  \  and  gave  them  orders,  and  informed  the  wSli^  of 

the  town  that  this  body  of  men  were  acting  in  opposition  to  their  own 

laws,  and  lay  under  the  ban  of  the  patriarch,  and  that  the  people  of  every 

district  in  which  they  settled  would   suffer  from  them.      '  Visit  them   Fol.  13 « 

therefore'  [added  the  scribe  and  the  damin]  'and  do  not  let  them  go 

until  thou  hast  obtained  money  from  them,  lest  they  secretly  enter  the 

town  and  harm  come  to  the  inhabitants.'     So  the  wall  visited  them  and 

made  prisoners  of  them,  and  would  not  let  them  go  until  they  had  paid 

seventeen  dinars  as  a  contribution  towards  the  poll-tax  ;  and  when  they 

had  paid  the  poll-tax,  certificates  were  written  for  them  in  which  they 

bound  themselves  not  to  visit  Kalyub,  except  as  travellers  on  their  way 

to  the  capital  or  some  other  city,  and  never  to  settle  in  the  town.     Thus 

they  departed  from  Kalylib  in  the  worst  of  plights. 

Then  Ibn  al-Kanbar  heard  that  the  patriarch 'of  the  Melkites  was 
arrived  from  Alexandria,  and  was  spending  his  time  in  a  hall  of  recep- 
tion * ;  so  he  made  his  way  thither  to  salute  him  and  to  congratulate 


'  None  of  the  Copts  after  ihis  was  able  to  rebel  against  the  government ;  and 
the  Muslims  subdued  them  throughout  the  country  villages.  So  they  betook 
themselves  to  cheating  instead  of  fighting,  and  to  the  employment  of  cunning  and 
guile,  and  to  cheating  the  Muslims ;  and  they  were  appointed  scribes  of  the 
land-tax,  and  there  were  many  affairs  between  them  and  the  Muslims.'  {Khitaf, 
ii.  p.  1^11=.) 

'  Laid  upon  all  who  refused  to  adopt  the  Mahometan  religion,  by  the  conditions 
of  conquest.  The  Kanbarites  would,  of  course,  already  have  paid  it  in  their  own 
district,  and  were  forced  to  pay  it  a  second  time  as  a  punishment  for  having  come 
to  Kalyflb. 

*  The  wdli  I'bekd  or  governor  of  the  town  was  the  chief  local  official,  and  head 
of  (he  police. 

'  Sophronius  II  was  patriarch  in  a.d.  ir66.  His  successor  was  Elias(?).  In 
1195  Mark  was  patriarch.    Le  Quien,  ii.  col.  487  ff. 

'  yljj^l,  corrupted  into  LIw3n,  is  the  name  given  by  the  modern  Egyptians  to 
the  raised  pari  of  the  reception-room  {i;lii«)  in  which  the  host  and  his  guests 
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him  upon  his  good  health,  in  the  company  of  a  body  of  followers  who 
might  Justify  their  leader's  words  if  he  were  attacked.  Now  this  patriarch 
was  accompanied  by  several  metropolitans,  that  is,  the  metropolitans  of 
the  country,  who  informed  the  patriarch  of  the  harm  that  Ibn  al-Kanbar 
had  done  to  them  by  breaking  the  canons  of  their  religion,  and  they 
inquired  into  the  matter,  and  they  said,  'This  man  is  a  Copt,  and  does 
what  is  not  customary.'  Then  Ibn  al-Kanbar  answered,  'God  curse  the 
hour  when  I  became  one  of  you.'  And  the  patriarch  said  to  him, '  Virtue 
and  peace  alone  are  to  be  found  in  our  company.' 

Subsequently  to  this,  Ibn  al-Kanbar  requested  that  a  church  might 
be  allotted  to  him  at  Sanbat ',  after  what  had  happened  to  him  there. 
But  the  metropolitan  of  that  place  said  to  the  patriarch,  'Relieve  me  of 
my  office  of  metropolitan,  and  call  him  to  take  a  church  for  himself, 
if  thou  hast  appointed  one  for  him.'  So  the  patriarch  was  silent,  and  said 
Fol.  13  b  not  a  word.  A  disgraceful  encounter  took  place  between  Ibn  al-Kanbar 
and  this  metropolitan  of  Sanbat,  the  end  of  which  was  that  the  metro- 
politan rushed  upon  him  and  dealt  him  a  painful  blow,  and  knocked  off 
his  head-covering  before  a  full  assembly.  This  happened  in  the  month 
of  Abtb  in  the  year  of  the  Church  901  f  =  A.  U.  1186). 

In  the  same  month  this  wretch  Ibn  al-Kanbar  dared  to  return  and 
pay  a  visit  to  the  father  and  patriarch  Anba  Mark,  accompanied  by 
Ibn  'Abdun  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  friends  of  the  patriarch, 
to  whose  Cell  at  the  Muallakah  they  conducted  him.    The  patriarch  was 


sit.  The  lower  part  of  the  room,  much  narrower  than  the  Liwan,  is  called  iiijj, 
and  here  the  guests  leave  iheir  shoes  before  stepping  on  the  LEw^n.  Upon  the 
Liwsin,  mats  or  carpets  are  spread,  and  against  the  walls  are  mattresses  and 
cushions  composing  the  diwSn  or  divan.  See  Lane,  Modern  Egyptians, 
i.p.  .gf. 

'  Also  called  Sunbflt'y^  (Y4kGt) ;  situated  in  the  Jazirah  Kflsaniya,  as  the 
district  was  then  called.  It  was  the  Coptic  TA-CeiJLno'f",  and  is  now 
included  in  the  district  of  Ziftah,  in  the  province  of  AI-Gharbiyah,  having 
a  population  in  1885  of  3,223.  See  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  1  «i ;  Al-IdrisJ, 
op.  cit.  (ed,  Rome)  [p.  1 1 6J ;  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  415. 
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surrounded  by  a  company,  and  said  to  him, '  Why  has  thy  reverence ' 

returned  to  me,  thou  excommunicate,  in  this  guise  so  different  from  our 

fashion?'  and  he  put  forth  his  hand  to  Ibn  al-Kanbar's  head  and  struck  off 

his  cap,  so  that  he  remained  bareheaded.    But  one  of  the  disciples  of  the 

patriarch  restored  the  cap  to  his  head  ;  and  this  vexed  the  patriarch,  and 

he  was  wroth  with  that  disciple  for  what  he  had  done  without  permission. 

So  Ibn  al-Kanbar  departed  from  his  presence,  and  went  forth  ashamed, 

not  knowing  how  to  walk.    Then  the  news  of  this  occurrence  reached  the 

patriarch  of  the  Melkites,  who  sent  for  Ibn  al-Kanbar,  and  reproved 

him,  saying, '  Dost  thou  visit  a  patriarch  whose  faith  thou  dost  oppose  ? 

How  will  he  arrange  thy  affairs?'     Then  the  patriarch  of  the  Melkites 

sent  Ibn  al-^anbar  to  the  monastery  of  AI-Kusair  ^  and  there  he  dwelt 

with  his  companions,  administering  the  affairs  of  the  monastery ;  nor  Fol.  14  a 

was  he  converted  to  anything  except  to  disputing  with  all  communities, 

thinking  in  himself  that  he  was  wise ;  yet  while  he  thought  thus  he  was 

overcome  by  ignorance.     He  lived  only  a  short  time  after  this,  and  then 

he  died  *,  having  destroyed  his  own  soul  and  the  souls  of  those  whom  he 

seduced  by  his  deceit. 

§  After  the  death  of  Ibn  al-Kanbar,  I  found  a  report  on  sheets  of 
paper  in  the  handwriting  of  Anba  Michael  *,  metropolitan "  of  Damietta, 
who  therein  makes  the  following  statements  to  the  author  of  this  book, 
perhaps  in  answer  to  his  letter  to  him  on  the  subject  of  Ibn  al-Kanbar 
and  the  evil  which  he  wrought  in  the  world.    Within  it  were  the  words: 


'  The  respectful  mode  of  address  here  ironically  used  by  the  patriarch  is  not 
appropriate  to  the  clergy,  but  common  to  all  men  above  the  lowest  ranks,  alj^ 
is  now  frequently  found,  especially  in  letters. 

^  See  below,  fol.  49  ff. 

'  For  the  date  of  his  death  see  below,  fol.  gi  a  and  b. 

'  The  author  of  a  treatise  on  Confession  (Renaudot,  Hhl.  Pair.  p.  552)  and  of 
other  works  {Vansleb,  Hisioire  de  t^gh'se  ct Alexandrie,  p.  333). 

"  There  were  three  metropolitans  under  the  Coptic  patriarch,  namely  those  of 
Damietta,  Jerusalem,  and  Abyssinia ;  but  the  date  at  which  the  see  of  Damietta 
s  raised  to  the  metropolilical  dignity,  and  the  exact  nature  of  that  dignity  in 


this  case,  are 


f  [11.  J.] 
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'The  poor  miserable  Michael  at  Damietta,  hereby  makes  known  to 
his  friend  the  brother  tliat  which  has  reached  me  with  regard  to  Fakhir 
ibn  al-Kanbar,  who  became  a  priest  although  unworthy  of  that  dignity 
in  many  ways,  and  was  called  Mark,  and  with  regard  to  his  corrupt 
doctrines  contained  in  the  treatises  which  he  composed,  in  books  con- 
tradicting the  truth,  and  by  which  he  seduced  simple  men,  devoid  of 
understanding,  into  the  paths  of  the  heretics.  Now  this  insolent  heretic 
had  married  a  wife,  who  lived  with  him  for  a  time;  but  afterwards  he 
desired  to  become  a  monk,  and  to  separate  himself  from  her.  She, 
however,  would  not  consent  to  his  wishes  ;  and  so  he  conceived  the  plan 
of  marrying  her  in  secret  to  another.  Then  he  went  to  Anba  Jonas, 
bishop  of  Damsis',  and  made  him  believe  that  his  wife  had  become 
a  nun,  and  was  Uving  in  the  convent  with  the  nuns;  and  thus  the  bishop 
admitted  him  to  the  monastic  vows,  and  ordained  him  priest-  But  his 
affairs  did  not  long  remain  secret,  and  information  was  laid  against  him 
Pol.  14  b  before  the  patriarch  Jonas,  the  seventy-second  in  the  succession  of  the 
fathers  and  patriarchs  ;  [and  this  occasioned]  ^  his  excommunication  and 
cutting  off,  and  the  excommunication  of  the  bishop  who  had  ordained 
him  priest,  because  he  had  not  inquired  into  the  truth  of  the  matter  in 
such  a  way  as  to  establish  the  veracity  of  Ibn  al-Kanbar  before  he 
admitted  him  as  a  monk  and  ordained  him  priest ;  for  thus  he  had 
become  a  partner  with  him  in  his  sin  and  his  contempt  of  the  apostolic 
canons.  For  Paul  the  Apostle  says  that  if  a  woman  chooses  to  separate 
herself  from  her  husband,  and  he  consents  to  her  desire,  she  shall  not 


'  The  Coptic  TejULCIUJ"!",  Yakfit  sets  this  to  n  f  u  p  s  ngs  fr 
Samannfid  and  tno  from  Bara,  of  which  places  the  for  Tie  s  st  11  ex  st  g  see 
note  on  fol,  57  b,  and  the  latter  was  in  the  diocese  of  Sakt  a,  o  n  the  d  tr  ct 
of  Kafr  ash-Shaikh  in  the  province  of  Al-Gharblyah.  The  Cop  o  Arab  c  1  sts  of 
places  give  DamsJs  between  Sandalat  and  Sahrajt  or  Natli  but  the  order  of  the 
names  in  such  lists  cannot  always  be  depended  upon  as  stnc  Ij  cor  esjond  ng  o 
the  position  of  the  localities.  Damsis  is  no  longer  exi  ng  I  hough  I  as  s  11 
a  town  at  the  beginning  of  this  century.  See  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Worl.  ii.  p.  oa*  ;  Ibn 
DukmSk,  op.cil,  p.  1-;  Al-Idrisi  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  117];  AmiJlineau,  Geogr.  ■p.  119  f. 

*  Some  word^  seem  lo  be  omltteti  here. 
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many  another ;  and  if  slic  prefers  to  be  married,  she  shall  return  to  her 
former  husband ;  but  the  man  shall  not  put  away  his  wife  at  all.  Yet 
this  man  put  away  his  wife,  and  forced  her  to  separate  herself  from  him, 
and  married  her  to  another. 

'After  this  he  made  a  parade  of  his  learning  and  his  exposition  of 
the  holy  books,  and  he  translated  them  from  Coptic  ^  into  Arabic  ;  and 
he  wrote  that  Tafstr  at-Tafstr  according  to  the  imaginations  of  his  own 
mind.  While  he  was  living  at  the  church  of  Damsis,  he  concealed  the 
Guide^  which  indicates  what  portions  of  the  Gospels  and  of  the  ecclesias- 


'  Coptic  had  become  a  dead  language  long  before  this  time  in  Lower  Egypt, 
alihough  Al-Makr!zL  informs  us  that  near  Usjflt,  at  Mflshah  and  Udrunkah,  and 
in  other  parts  of  Upper  Egypt,  il  was  still  spoken  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century ;  and  Vanslcb  assures  us  that  he  was  shown  an  old  man  who  was  said  to  be 
the  last  person  who  spoke  Coptic.    Al-Makrtzi's  words  with  regard  to  Mflshah  are: 

ijj-xjl  ;-kjElb   VI  ^y^^    i:jjj'5C   y    i^iVjlj   -KxJl    LSjU    l_ij  iJ^'  i^^\   i=^l 

.{Khilat,  ii.  p.  a.v) 

Of  Udrunkah  be  says : 
l^iji^-Jjj  \^,  fftj^Si  [•»rt^-»  iljjji.-^  J^»J'  ii-Ul  cyV^-  t-fj'-*^'  cJ'  ****'  ^j^i 

.{Ibid.  p.  0  I  a)  i^b 

For  a  translation  of  these  passages  see  Appendix. 

*  Generally  called  kulmdrus,  a  corruption  of  the  Coptic  word  Ki-X^JtltepOC, 
bonowed  from  the  Greek  and  meaning  'divided  into  sections,'  See  Vansleb, 
Jii'sl.  de  I'tglise  d'Akx.  p.  6z,  and  Butler,  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  z6o.  Mr.  Malan 
has  published  an  almost  complete  translation  of  a  Coptic  Kulmdrus  (London, 
D.  Nutt,  1874).     {A.J.  B.) 

A  kulmdrus,  in  the  Medicean  Library  at  Florence,  of  a.d.  T396,  exhibits  the 
following  title  and  hst  of  contents  of  its  first  two  parts  : 

Ki.Ti.ju.epoc :  exe  '^^a  ne  ni^[riXju.oc :  neju.  mXe^ic 
e&oX^ert  nivp^.ft>H  eeoifA.fi. :  o-rog,  z,  enicxoXH  KiooXiKK : 
rteju.  enicxoXn  lixe  nii.noc  n^irXoc :  nejUL  efi.oX^en 
npi,^"^  i^Te  ni^nocxoXoc  :  iiejw.  efi.oXiert  nv£.  rixe 
nieifi-weXiort  e©E.e  niKifKXoc  tiTe  -fpojuLn!  ^en  nipoT£ji 
f  2 
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tical  books  must  be  read  every  day,  and  he  made  himself  the  Guide :  that 
is  to  say,  when  he  was  bidden  to  recite  portions  of  the  Gospels  and  the 


T^-X'^*  nTei"GKKXHcii  npi-Ko-f  nxe  mz-ivcnxioc  A.-r'^ii.ujoif 

niximtoDcy  T.  eefi-C  niKifpii-KH  nejuL  nmu)^i  execiiHo-f 
eTe  'iji^x  ne 

eeS^e  ni  KTfpj^-KH  nxG  nieA.fi.ujx  ni£,o*»ix  ere  ^t,\  ne 
eojo-rT  ni.oni  ^etop  ^oii.K  TtoB^i  jutex^p 

^en  nujii  itxe  niA-vioc  ituA.nnHc  niSA-mricTHc  rtejuL 
nicT^Trpoc  eeT  neju.  vetopnoc  nsjuLA-pxirpoc  ni^  its;a3oit 
*s.\'XA\0\  A-p^iA-vreXoc  niK^  JULnpecfiTxepoc  AJLepKoir- 
pioc  niJU(.A.pT"cpoc  nizmg^itouj  nxe  i" A.riA.  jutipii  nipeenoc 
itejuL  ,i)en  n<LpiJULonH  lixe  mzmJULici  ajlhoc  nii.vioc 
c"reci>A-rtoc  npoxujJULipx'ifpoc  neJUL  2i!ocKopoc  nejw.  iic- 
KXenioc  nejw.  no-»tyHpi  ^en  -f  fiiKi  ni.nonoXic  rixe  Ten^-ic 
nipAJULoHH  nxe  nicyii  jLtniajju-c  nTe  noc  eefie  niepfl>jut.eifi 
rnre  "f  iri^,  juLipii  nipeenoc  juLnuj^i  htg  nijuC  JLtJut.A.p- 
T'rpoc  neju.  ni^-vioc  i6fi.A.  juLA,Ki.pioc  hgajl  nii.nocToXoc 
neTpoc  nejUL  ^^.1fXoc 

nixm(l'(juaj  fi  eefie  ^IKTpl^.KH  neju.  nmojii  eTecnnoT 

niK-ypiiKK  nxe  "f  nncxii.  nix  cyA.e,i)pHi  e^oTH  e-f^.n^.c- 
x^-cic  ne«.  niK-cpiiKH  rixe  nm  negjOOTf  tyi  e^pni 
e-f  KTfpiiKH  itxe  -f  nenxiKocxH  neJU.  ncyii  nxe  nizmcyeni.q 
encytwi  rtnoc 

eefie  niK-ypiA.KH  nxe  nii.fi.ox  ni.cyt«nc  n&.ujni  ennn 
JULecujpK  nejuL  nie  nxe  nie  nenxepon  neJix  -f  efiiiojutic 
Iff  nicy-f  XHpc 

oTfXovoc  nxe  i.fifii  uj^ttoTff  exeTftuoj  nS  nv  n^;  ne 

otXovoc  ce-»epii.noc  enicKonoc  eefi^e  n^ 
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Epistles  [of  Saint  Paul]  and  the  Catholic  Epistles  and  the  Acts,  he 
produced  what  he  chose  in  his  own  mind,  some  passage  expounded  in 


otXovoc  itTe  niivioc  ^at^-^nHc  ni^p'rcocTOJULoc  ee^e 
ne  itGJUL  nF 

otXovoc  rtTe  niivioc  ^.e^.^^-c^oc  A.Xe2,A.ni.pinoc 
e©fi.e  nF 

oifXovoc    rtTe    ceTepoc    inxiox^i^oc    eeSe    nii.vion 

'  Kutmaras :  containing  the  Psalms  and  Lessons  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
from  the  seven  Catholic  Epistles,  and  from  the  Epistles  of  Saint  Paul,  and  from  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  from  the  four  Books  of  the  Gospel ;  to  be  read  throughout 
the  course  of  the  year,  at  Vespers,  and  at  Midnight,  and  at  the  Liturgy ;  according 
to  the  rule  of  the  Church  of  Alexandria  of  the  Copts.     Divided  into  three  parts. 

•  The  first  part  [contains  the  Lessons]  for  the  following  Sundays  and  Festivals : 

'  The  Sundays  of  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  namely.  Tilt,  Babah,  Hatlk, 
Kihak,  TQbah,  Amshtr  ; 

'  The  Festivals  of  Saint  John  Baptist ;  the  Holy  Cross ;  George  the  Martyr ; 
the  Four  Living  Creatures ;  Michael  the  Archangel ;  the  Four  and  Twenty  Elders ; 
Mercurius  the  Martyr;  the  Annunciation  of  the  Holy  Virgin  Mary;  the  Vigil  of 
the  Nativity  of  the  Lord;  Saint  Stephen,  Prolomartyr;  Dioscorus;  Aesculapius 
and  their  sons  at  Panopolis  in  the  Thebaid ;  the  Vigil  of  the  Baptism  of  the  Lord ; 
the  Commemoration  of  the  Holy  Virgin  Mary ;  the  Forty  Martyrs ;  Saint  Macarius  ; 
the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul. 

'The  second  part  [contains  llie  Lessons]  for  the  following  Sundays  and 
Festivals : 

'  The  Sundays  of  the  Fast  up  to  the  Resurrection ;  tlie  Sundays  of  the  Fifty 
Days  up  to  the  Sunday  of  Pentecost ;  the  Festival  of  the  Ascension  of  the  Lord ; 
the  Sundays  of  the  months  of  Bashans,  Ba'ilnah,  Abib,  Misri ;  the  fifth  of  the  five 
intercalary  days ;  and  every  day  of  the  Great  Week. 

'  Discourse  of  Saint  Sinuthius,  which  is  read  on  the  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday  [of  the  Great  Week] ;  Discourse  of  Bishop  Severian 
for  the  Wednesday ;  Discourse  of  Saint  John  Chrysostom  for  the  Thursday  and 
Friday;  Discourse  of  Saint  Athanasius  of  Alexandria  for  the  Friday;  Discourse 
of  Severus  of  Antioch  for  Holy  Saturday.' 
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Fol.  15  a  the  Tafsir  ai-Tafstr,  to  support  his  heresy  and  to  strengthen  his  false 
creed,  until  he  stole  away  the  minds  of  some  of  the  orthodox  laity,  whose 
fear  of  God  and  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  their  souls  made  them 
submit  to  be  deceived  by  his  embellishments,  and  to  enter  with  him  into 
his  sect.  First  of  all  he  allured  them  to  confess  their  sins  to  him,  and 
then  he  confirmed  the  belief  in  their  minds  that  without  such  confession 
there  can  be  no  repentance  or  forgiveness.  Next  he  commanded  them 
not  to  shave  the  whole  of  their  heads,  but  only  the  crown  of  the  head, 
and  to  give  up  the  practice  of  circumcision,  because  God  created  Adam 
perfect  and  free  from  defects';  saying,  "As  God  created  the  form  of 
Adam  and  perfected  it,  so  it  is  very  good,"  and  that  this  tradition  of 
circumcision  is  not  accepted  except  by  the  Jews  and  Hanifs.  He  also 
taught  that  frankincense  alone  should  be  burnt  in  the  church,  because 
it  was  offered  to  the  Lord  with  the  gold  and  the  myrrh ;  and  that 
a  man  must  not  wash  his  mouth  with  water  after  communion.  All 
these  things  were  taught  by  degrees,  and  the  people  listened  to  his 
teachings  one  by  one  during  a  space  of  more  than  fifteen  years.  At 
last  he  bade  them  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  two  fingers^,  and 
make  their  communion  with  the  reserved^  sacrament  which  had  been 
consecrated  on  the  Sunday,  and  which  the  priest  took  with  him  and 
gave  to  those  who  confessed  and  desired  to  receive  the  communion 
after  confessing  and  doing  penance,  taking  the  centre  of  it  and  dipping 
it  in  new  wine,  over  which  they  prayed  apart  and  so  communicated. 

PoL  15  b  He  also  abrogated  the  three  days  of  the  Fast  of  Nineveh*  and  the  first 


'  This  reminds  us  of  the  objeclion  made  by  the  Russians  of  the  conservative 
party  to  the  palriarcli  Nicon,  when  he  inculcated  the  practice  of  shaving  the  beard, 
that  he  was  teaching  them  '  to  mutilate  the  image  of  God.' 

'  The  practice  of  the  Copts  was  and  is  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  one 
finger.     See  Vansleb,  HisL  de  ttgUu  d'Alex.  p.  68. 

'  Reservation  of  the  sacrament  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  Coptic  canons.  See 
Butler,  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  pp.  54,  293.     {A.  J.  B.} 

*  The  Fast  of  Nineveh  is  so  called  in  remembrance  of  the  Ninevites,  who 
fasted  to  turn  away  the  wrath  of  God.  It  lasts  three  days,  beginning  on  Monday, 
and  falls  two  weeks  before  the  Fast  of  Heraclius,  which  immediately  precedes 
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week '  of  ihe  Fast,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Melkites,  and  he  allowed 
meat  and  milk  to  be  eaten  during  the  Week  of  Nineveh  on  the  two 
days  of  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

'  In  consequence  of  all  these  things,  those  of  the  orthodox  who  were 
on  -their  guard  against  him  awoke,  while  his  followers  among  the 
Christians  were  deceived  by  him.  Moreover,  his  creed  which  he 
expounded,  and  which  is  contained  in  the  books  which  he  wrote,  is 
such  as  no  Christian  community  accepts,  not  even  the  Melkites  whom 
he  approached  in  the  doctrines  that  have  already  been  described.  For 
he  said  in  his  books  that  the  Holy  Trinity  is  composed  of  three  Gods, 
each  of  them  absolutely  perfect  in  word  and  spirit,  but  having  one 
common  nature ;  and  that  they  resemble  Adam,  Eve,  and  Abel,  who 
were  three  persons  with  one  common  nature,  each  of  them  being  as 
perfect  as  the  others.  In  the  next  place,  Mark  drew  distinctions 
between  the  three  Persons,  and  held  that  the  Father  has  dominion 
and   authority  over  his  Son  and    his   Holy  Spirit,  and  commands  or 


Lent.     See  Vansleb,  Hisi.de  Viglise  iTAk.v.-p.  76;  Danliauer,  Eccksia  Aethiopica 
(Slrasburg,  1672),  cap.  vi.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  I.e.  the  so-called  Fast  of  Heraclius,  which,  immediately  preceding  Lent, 
forms  the  first  week  of  the  Great  Fast.  The  origin  of  this  fast  is  said  to  be  as 
follows :  that  the  emperor  Heraclius,  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  promised  his 
protection  lo  the  Jews  of  Palestine,  but  that  on  his  arrival  in  the  holy  city,  the 
Kchismatical  patriarch  and  the  Christians  generally  prayed  him  to  put  all  the  Jews 
to  the  swordj  because  they  had  joined  the  Persians  shortly  before  in  their  sack  of 
the  city  and  cruelties  towards  the  Christians ;  that  the  emperor  hesitated  to  break 
his  solemn  oath  in  the  manner  thus  suggested  to  him,  but  was  eventually  persuaded 
to  sanction  a  general  massacre  of  the  Jews  by  the  solemn  promise  made  to  him 
by  the  authorities  of  the  monophysite  community  that  all  members  of  their  body 
would  henceforth  until  the  end  of  the  world  observe  the  week  before  Lent  as 
a  strict  fast  for  the  benefit  of  his  soul.  This  promise  was,  of  course,  binding  on 
the  Egyptian  and  Ethiopian  monophysites,  as  well  as  on  the  Syrians,  with  whom  alone 
they  were  in  communion ;  but  it  did  not  affect  the  Melkites.  See  Vansleb,  Hist,  de 
I'Egiise  dAkx.  p.  J4  f.  The  same  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Fast  of  Heraclius 
is  given  by  the  Mahometan  historian  Al-l^Iakrizi  (Khitnt,  ii.  p.  fw).    (A.  J.  B.) 
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forbids  them  to  act ;  and  that  they  obey  him  and  follow  his  commands; 
and  that  each  of  the  Three  does  a  work  in  which  the  others  do  not 
participate:  the  Father,  namely,  commands;  the  Son  creates  what  the 
Father  commands  him  to  create ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  life  to 
that  to  which  the  Father  commands  him  to  give  life  ;  and  that  every 
creature  which  exists  was  created  by  the  Son,  at  the  command  of 
the  Father ;  and  everything  that  lives  received  life  from  the  Holy  Spirit 
at  the  command  of  the  Father. 
Pol.  16  a  'In  the  next  place  he  held  that  there  was  a  feminine  quality  in  the 
Godhead,  and  he  taught  that  this  feminine  quality  is  proper  to  the 
Holy  Spirit'.    He  held  that  the  eternal  Word  of  God  is  born  through 


'  The  words  of  St.  Jerome  are  the  best  commentary  on  this  passage  ; 

'  Hebraei  asserunt,  nee  de  hac  re  apud  eos  ulla  dubitatio  est,  Spirilum  Sanctum 
lingua  sua  appellari  genere  feminino,  id  est  n:rip  nn  .  .  .  Sed  et  in  evangelio 
quod,  juxta  Hebraeos  scriptum,  Nazaraei  lectitant,  Dominus  loquitur :  modo  me 
tulit  mater  mea,  Spiritus  Sanctus.  Nemo  auleni  in  hac  parte  scandalizari  debet 
quod  dicatur  apud  Hebraeos  spiritus  genere  feminino,  cum  nostra  lingua  appelletur 
genere  masculino,  et  Graeco  sernaone  neutro.  In  divinitate  enim  nullus  est  sexus. 
Et  ideo  in  tribus  principalibus  Unguis,  quibus  titulus  dominicae  scriptus  est  pas- 
sionis,  tribus  generibus  appellatur,  ut  sciamus  nullius  esse  generis  quod  diversum 
est.'     (Jerome,  Comtn.  in  Esaiam,  cap.  xl.  ver.  ii.) 

Origen  quotes  the  same  passage  from  the  Ebionile  or  Nazarene  'Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews': 

"  'Edj'  Se  Trpoo-ifToi  Ti(  TO  Kofl'  'E(3parDtJs  fuayyf'Xioi',  tv6a  miros  o  'S,wi\p  <})ijaip'  'Aprt 
(XojSf'  lit  fj  (iiJTTjp  iitiv  TO  nyciii'  HTf  Djin  tV  /iia  tSi'  Tpi;(£i'  /lov   kqI  imlivfyice   /le   lU  to  Spot 

ri  luya  Oa^itp."  (Origen,  Comm.  in  Johannem,  torn.  II;  vol.  iv.  col.  132,  Migne ; 
cl  Homil.  XV in  Jerem.) 

Ibn  al-Kanbar,  whose  opinions  are  here  described  for  us  by  a  hostile  witness, 
anxious  to  detect  as  many  errors  as  he  can  in  the  writings  of  a  man  condemned 
by  the  authorities  of  the  Coptic  community,  perhaps  knew  a  little  Syriac,  or  even 
a  little  Hebrew,  and  so  was  aware  that  the  word  for  'spirit'  in  those  languages.  Fin, 
)— oi,  is  feminine  in  gender,  and  commented  upon  that  fact,  possibly  to  the  same 
effect  as  Jerome.  The  Coptic  metropolitan  evidently  presents  us  with  a  very 
crude  statement  of  Ibn  al-Kanbar' s  views. 

In  Arabic  _jj  may  be  masculine  as  well  as  feminine,  and  is  used  in  the  former 
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all  eternity  from  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  he  explained 
that  as  the  Father  has  no  beginning,  so  the  Holy  Spirit  proceeds 
eternally  from  him',  without  beginning,  and  the  Son  also  is  begotten 
eternally  from  them  both  without  beginning.  He  held  that  God  never 
spoke  to  any  of  his  creatures,  but  spoke  to  his  Son  and  to  his 
Holy  Spirit ;  and  he  contradicted  all  the  words  of  God  that  came  to 
his  people  through  the  divine  books,  both  old  and  new.  He  held  that 
the  patriarchs  and  the  prophets  were  tormented  in  hell  on  account 
of  their  sins ;  and  that  they  could  not  save  their  souls  in  spite  of  their 
piety  towards  God ;  but  were  punished  in  hell  until  the  Lord  Christ 
saved  them,  being  himself  without  sin.  He  held  that  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets  were  without  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  next  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  never  spoke  by  their  mouths ;  thus  denying  them  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  said :  "  If  the  Holy  Spirit  had  been 
in  them,  they  would  not  have  gone  down  into  hell."  Next  he  supported 
these  false  doctrines  by  the  assertion  that  all  the  good  actions  done 
by  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  were  reckoned  by  God  to  Satan,  which 
is  as  much  as  to  say  that  Satan  helped  them  to  do  good  deeds  without  J 
the  Holy  Spirit.  This  doctrine  he  supported  by  his  belief  that  the 
good  works  done  by  the  disciples  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Christ 
are  reckoned  to  Christ,  because  they  did  these  works  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 


gender  when  it  denotes  the  Holy  Spiril,  u^liJl  —(jJl  or  y-jlill.  The  ancient 
form  was  ^^J^  1/,  from  the  Syriac  UfoA;  )—o*- 

'  Here  the  metropolitan  of  Damietla  attributes  to  Ibn  al-Kanbar  the  common 
doctrine  of  the  Melkites  and  Copts.  Vansleb  says  of  the  latter;  Tls  croient  que 
le  Saint  Esprit  precede  du  Pere  seulement,  se  fondant  sur  la  parole  de  notre 
Seigneur,  quand  il  dit  dans  son  Evangile :  Cum  autem  venerit  Paraclitus,  quem 
ego  mittam  vobis,  a  patre  meo,'  &c,  {Hist,  de  I'tglise  dAkx.  p.  122  f)  In  the 
Catechism  published  in  1885  by  Filtl'fls,  the  hegumen  of  the  patriarchal  church 
of  St.  Mark  at  Cairo,  it  is  said  (p.  v)  : 

'  The  third  Person  [of  the  Trinity]  is  distinguished  by  the  appropriate  character 
of  procession,  for  He  is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  pioceeds,  that  is  to  say,  issues 
from  the  Father  eternally.' 

g  [II- 7-] 
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He  held  also  that  none  has  died  from  the  time  of  Adam  onwards  except 
for  committing  some  sin  for  which  he  deserved  death ;  and  that  the 
body  of  Christ  alone  did  not  commit  any  sin,  for  which  it  deserved 
death ;  and  that  when  he  died  he  received  from  his  Father  all  that 
were  imprisoned  in  hell,  through  the  merit  of  his  death ;  and  in  one 
place  he  says,  "he  received  from  Satan  all  that  were  imprisoned  in 
hell."  Thus  Mark  implies  that  the  Lady  died  on  account  of  sin 
alone,  and  so  others  beside  her  who  are  justified  in  the  Gospel  and 
the  Old  Testament.  He  held  also  that  after  the  death  of  men  and 
their  assembling  in  paradise,  there  happens  to  those  who  have  not 
been  chastised  in  this  life'  the  same  that  happened  to  Adam;  and  he 
held  that  punishment  and  recompense  in  the  next  world  belong  to  the 


'  Vansleb  says  that  although  the  Copts  ilo  not  employ  a  term  corresponding 
to  the  Latin  '  purgatory,'  yet '  il  est  bien  vrai  qu'ils  croyent  que  les  Smes  souffrent 
des  peines  &  qu'elles  re9oivent  du  soulagement  par  le  Saint  Sacrifice  &  par  les 
CEUvres  de  pi^t^  qu'on  fait  pour  elles,  &  il  est  vrai  aussi  qua  cette  fin  ils  font  des 
obseques  pour  ces  mSmes  iraes  &  qu'ils  disent  la  Messe  le  3  &  le  7  jour,  a  la  fin 
du  mois,  au  quarantifemc  jour,  au  sixifeme  mois  &  a  la  fin  de  I'ann^e  de  leur 
tr^pas,'  &c.  {Hist,  de  VEglise  d'Ahx.  p.  140).  Perhaps  the  doctrine  of  Ibn 
al-Kanbar  was  more  definite  than  that  held  by  the  majority  of  the  Copts  on 
a  point  on  which,  as  Vansleb  says,  'I'Eglise  Cople  ne  s'est  point  encore  expliqu^e.' 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  page  0*  of  the  Catechism  of  Filta'ils,  which 
has  already  been  quoted ; 

j^l    Jisj    t:yljLalb   Ii*ji,l   (j_ajVl    AiiJj    Ja      (_^ 

,j_iJl!l  isUj    jtiij  ijUo.^1  Jjij.  I— i.i^l  ^JL);il'  itjiij  i~-Ji5Jl  i:d1jL.  ul  |.«J     j^ 
llj  iby  ^jjA>  l^)\  ^xs-^  Jiyi  ^_Ji  'O^^^  f)  ij^  >J:ij-i  (>JUj  ^^Ajl^  iXi:^^ 
J,fr^i  J-jl^r-'  *— i^   jJj^'   J^-^1   ly*  *J"^   *--i>l  JL-jJ   \aj4Lx1   i-aiill   aiaj   {^Uai-l 

'  Question :  Are  the  souls  of  the  faithful  profited  by  prayers  and  good  works  ? 

'Answer:  Yes.  The  prayers  of  the  church  and  the  offering  of  the  Holy 
Sacrifice  and  the  performance  of  good  works  profit  those  souls  which  have  died 
still  tainted  by  some  of  the  imperfections  and  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  but 
not  those  which  are  sunk  in  vice  and  are  reprobate  without  hope  of  repentance  or 
forgiveness.     This  truth  has  been  taught  by  the  universal  Church  of  Christ  from 
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intelligent  and  reasonable  sou!  apart  from  the  body ;  but  that  chastise- 
ment in  this  world  is  for  the  body,  in  order  that,  to  avoid  the  pains  of 
penance,  it  may  not  again  consent  with  the  sou!  in  the  commission  of 
sin;  then  it  will  be  saved  on  the  last  day. 

'All  the  expositions  of  his  wicked  doctrines  are  found  in  the  books 
that  he  wrote,  such  as  that  called  The  Ten  Chapters,  and  that  entitled  Fol.  17  a 
The  Teacher  and  the  Disciple,  consisting  of  eight  parts  ;  and  the  work 
named  The  Collection  of  Ftmdainental  Principles,  and  others.' 

Certain    Wonders  of  Egypt. 

§  Section  in  wliich  the  fishing-place^  is  described.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Nile,  there  is  a  place  at  which  on  a  particular  day 
much  fish  collects ;  and  the  people  of  that  place  go  out  and  fish  with 
their  hands,  and  none  of  the  fish  escape  from  them  ;  so  that  the  people 
of  that  place  catch  enough  to  be  eaten  or  salted  by  all  of  them.  But 
when  the  sun  has  set  on  that  day  not  one  of  them  catches  a  single  fish 
more  ;  nor  during  that  year  are  fish  found  at  that  placej  until  that 
particular  day  comes  round  again. 

§  Account  of  the  City  of  Stone^.  Everything  in  this  city  is  of  hard 
black  stone.  There  is  the  image  of  a  teacher,  sitting  with  his  boys, 
who  stand  before  him  in  large  numbers  both  small  and  great ;  and  there 
are  the  likenesses  of  lions  and  wild  beasts  and  other  things. 

§  Account  of  the  moving  pillar^  in  the  land  of  Egypt.     This  is 


the  first  ages,  and  the  Church  of  Israel  bears  witness  in  the  second  Book  of 
Maccabees  that  Judas  Maccabaeus  offered  sacrifices  for  the  departed  warriors 
(2  Mace.  xii.  43).' 

^  This  fishing-place  is  not  mentioned  by  Al-MakrJzT  among  the  '  wonders  of 
the  Nile.' 

'  Madtnat  al-Hajar,  or  the  City  of  Stone,  is  still  existing  in  the  south  of  the 
Fayyflm,  close  to  the  village  of  Al-Gharak.  There  is  an  ancient  sculptured 
gateway  and  some  columns  and  other  remains  of  an  ancient  city. 

'  Can  this  be  a  version  of  the  story  (old  of  the  minaret  of  Abwit  near 
Al-Bahnasa,  reckoned  by  As-SuyQti  among  the  twenty  wonders  of  Egypt,  which 
constitute  two-thirds  of  the  wonders  of  the  world  ?     He  says  it  is 
u-^'  J  UlU  ^j,  ^Ik  UW«  ^ji  ^  5iUij  U^  oJU  ^L-i^l  Uj*  lil  'Wl  iS^- 
g  2 
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a  marble  pillar,  rising  to  the  height  of  about  seventeen  cubits  above 
the  ground,  and  its  diameter  is  two  cubits.  It  moves  on  one  day  of 
the  year,  making  one  motion. 

§  Account  of  the  tree',  which  only  bears  fruit  when  a  man  runs 
towards  it  with  an  axe,  as  if  he  wishes  to  cut  it  down ;  and  another 
man  meets  him  and  forbids  him  to  cut  it  down,  and  guarantees  to 
him  on  behalf  of  it  that  it  will  bear  fruit.  And  in  truth  in  the  ensuing 
year  it  bears  a  quantity  of  fruit  equal  to  that  of  two  years. 


'skilfully  constructed,  so  that  if  a  man  pushes  it  it  inclines  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left ;  but  the  movement  is  not  visible  externally  except  in  the  shadow  of  the  minaret 
in  the  sunshine.'     {Husn  al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  f. .} 

Cf.  Ibn  Dukmik,  who  says,  in  speaking  of  Abwit : 

d3 J  v--«  U  Jjo,  lij  J-*ij  j^j  j+Jj  W*  Jj"!  Wj'^  jj*j  ^'j^   '-^^  » j^'j 
'  In  this  town  there  is  a  wonder,  namely,  its  minaret,  which  is  ascended,  and,  if  it 
is  pushed,  yields  to  the  push,  and  leans  to  one  side;  and  ihe  cause  of  this  is 
unknown.'     {Op.  cit.,  v.  p.  r.) 

Al-MakrizI  tells  a  similar  tale  of  the  minaret  of  Barzakh,  a  suburb  of  Damietta; 
see  Khitat,  i.  p.  rr. 

'  This  is   no  more  than  a  grossly  exaggerated    report    of   the  well-known 
sensitive  properties  of  the  Mimosa  Nihtka,  named  In-,  in  Arabic. 

Al-MaljrizL  gives   the  following  account  in  his  description  of  the  wonders 
of  Egypt : 

A^j  J)jj   jJidli  lijjj^'  Ijl  ili:-u  I4J  (_^JJ  ^^/li  "--J  laJi-jtoJ   jjl  'i-j's?  i^j 
J>-jiJl  ij  ik:-.  ^\   3j!yl,l  jflj  jj^lj   ^Ir^  (2)U5_,'j   eU-e  lijic  Ji  I4)   JliLJ__,fciJj 

'Among  the  onde  s  of  Eg  j  s  h  s :  that  in  Upper  Egypt  there  is  a  hamlet 
called  Dashn  n  wh  I  he  g  ows  a  mimosa-tree;  and  if  this  mimosa  is 
threatened  w  h  be  n  u  do  n  withers  away  and  shrinks  up  and  grows 
smaller ;  bu      h        h  j  saj    o  We  have  forgiven  thee,  we  will  spare  thee," 

then  the  tree  e  o  e  s  I  a  II  known  thing  and  true  at  the  present  day  that 
there  is  a  mimosa  in  Upper  Eg)pt  which  withers  away  if  the  hand  is  iaid  upon  it, 
and  recovers  when  the  hand  is  removed.'     {Khilat,  i-  p.  rr.) 

The  fruit  of  the  sant  was  used  in  medicine ;   see  'Ahd  al-Latif,  Muhhtamr 
Akhhdr  Mi'sr,  ed.  White,  pp.  48,  50. 
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§  Account  of  the  stones '  which  are  found  at  a  place  called  Al-  Fol.  17  b 
Earmak,  between  Khuraij  and  Yakht^k.  It  is  on  the  side  of  a  moun- 
tain, and  when  a  caravan  or  a  troop  of  soldiers  passes  by,  they  bind 
much  wool  on  the  hoofs  of  their  horses,  and  so  make  the  ascent ;  for 
if  these  stones  struck  against  one  another,  a  dark  mist  would  rise  at  once 
and  would  prevent  their  progress,  and  an  exceedingly  heavy  rain  would 
descend.  It  is  said  that  the  wise  men  of  this  country  fixed  these  stones 
in  this  district ;  and,  when  rain  was  slow  in  coming  to  them,  they  moved 
these  stones  by  their  arts,  so  that  rain  came  to  them  whenever  a  rainfall 
was  needed.  This  is  related  in  the  biography  of  Al-Mu'tasim^ ;  and 
certain  of  the  chronicles  contain  the  account  of  it,  which  is  a  true  one. 

Churches  of  Bihtr  Band  and  other  places. 
§  The  southern  provinces  of  the  land  of  Egypt.      BCisir  Wan^^  is 
named  after  a  sorcerer^  who  lived  there  and  was  named  Busir.     The 


'  The  stones  which  cause  rain  if  they  strike  together  are  not  described  in 
tiie  Life  of  Al-Mi/fapm,  published  by  Matthiessen,  Leyden,  1849. 

*  The  eighth  of  the  Abbaside  caliphs ;  son  of  Harfln  ar-Rashid,  and  brother 
and  successor  of  Al-Ma'mfln.  Reigned  at  Bagdad  from  a.  h,  z  1 8  to  2  2  7  =  a.  d. 
833-842  ;  see  Abfl  'l-Fida,  Annales,  ii.  pp.  166-176. 

^  The  following  passage  is  repeated  almost  word  for  word  below,  fob  68  b  ff. 
It  IS  also  quoted  bi  Qiatremfere  A/cm  Htst  el  Geogr  1  p  no  ff.  Our  author, 
followed  bj  Quatremfere  evidentlj  confuses  Buiir  Warn  or  Ban!  with  Bllstr 
Kflndus  wh  ch  1  es  to  the  south  of  Cairo  at  the  entrance  to  the  Fayyfim.  BQsir 
Kliridus  IS  however  spoken  of  by  name  on  foi  92  b  Bflsir  Wana  or  Band 
IS  stuated  m  the  d  sU  ct  of  San  annfid  m  the  jro\mce  of  Al-Gharblyah,  and 
IS  therefore  wronglj  placed  both  here  and  on  fol  68  b  n  Southern  or  Upper 
Eg>pt  The  town  has  now  5  359  nhabitant  It  is  near  the  town  of  Bana  or 
Wana  here  called  (begmn  ng  of  fol  18  a)  \\  an^  Bflsir  The  Coptic  form  of 
Bflsir  is  6o'3fCIpI,  and  of  Bana  or  Wand  nillA.'C.  Four  Bflsirs  are  mentioned 
by  YakQt :  Bosir  Bani  in  the  district  of  SamannQd ;  Busir  Kflrtdus ;  Bfistr 
Dafadnfl  in  the  Fayyflm ;  and  Bflsir  as-Sidr  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah.  See 
Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wdri.  i,  p.  vi.;  Al-Idrisi  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  117];  Am^lineau, 
G^ogr.  pp.  7-1 1. 

*  On  fol.  92  b,  Bflsir  Kflrldus  is  also  said  to  be  named  after  a  sorcerer. 
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town  contains  a  large  church,  very  spacious,  built  of  stone,  and  situated 
within  the  city,  near  the  fortress.  It  was  constructed  in  ancient  times ; 
and  as  time  went  by,  and  the  kings  required  the  stone  of  which  it  is 
constructed,  much  of  this  material  was  taken  away  from  it.  The  church 
is  now  a  ruin,  but  Us  remains  are  still  conspicuous  ;  they  stand  near  the 
prison*  of  Joseph  the  Truthful,  that  is  to  say  the  son  of  Jacob,  the  son 
of  Isaac,  the  son  of  Abraham,  the  Friend  of  God,  upon  whom  be  peace. 
§  The  city  of  Wani^  contains  the  church  of  George  ^ 


^  Here  our  author  is  making  a  fresh  mlsiake.  The  'prison  of  Joseph' 
vas  neither  at  BuBir  Bang  nor  at  Elixir  Kiiridus,  but  at  Bflsir  as-Sidr  in  the 
province  of  A!-Jizah.     Al-Makrizt  says : 

^%^\  dJj  IsF  Jc  j^ 
'Al-Kuda'i  says:  The  prison  of  Joseph,  upon  whom  be  peace!  is  at  Bilsir  in 
the  province  of  Al-Jizah ;  all  the  learned  men  of  Egypt  are  agreed  upon  the 
authenticity  of  this  spot.'  {Khitai,  i.  p.  k  .v.)  This  passage  of  Al-Kuda'i  is  also 
quoted  by  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort,  iii.  p.  fv,  Al-Makrtzt  goes  on  to  state  that  the 
flat  roof  of  the  '  prison  '  was  called  Ijdhat  ad-Du'd,—ihe  '  answer  to  prayer,' — and 
ihal  it  was  much  visited  at  particular  limes  by  those  who  had  special  petitions  to 
make  :  notably  by  Kaffir  al-Ikhshldt. 

As-SuyO^t  speaks  of  the  prison  as  standing  to  the  north  of  the  pyramids,  which 
are  still  known  as  the  Pyramids  of  Abfljtr,  and  are  a  little  Co  the  north  of 
Sakkarah,  and  about  six  miles  to  the  south  of  Al-Jizah, 

BOsir  or  AbGslr  as-Sidr  is  now  in  the  district  of  Bacirashain,  and  had  in  1885 
a  population  of  1,848.  In  the  fourteenth  century,  as  it  appears  from  the 
revenue-lists,  the  place  was  of  great  importance.     Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  10. 

The  pyramids  of  BOstr  and  the  mummies  found  there  are  described  by  'Abd 
al-Lafif,  Mukklasar  Akhbdr  Mi^r,  ed.  White,  pp.  156,  158. 

^  Wana  or  Bana  is  near  Bi^str  WauS,  as  it  has  already  been  remarked.  It  was 
the  seat  of  a  Coptic  bishopric.  It  is  also  called,  as  it  may  be  seen  a  few  lines 
lower  down,  Wana  or  BanS  B&slr.  It  was  named  in  Greek  'f.m&ttiA.ti,  and  in 
Coptic  TlA.nA.'r  ;  it  is  now  included  in  the  district  of  Samanniid  in  the  province 
of  Al-Gharbiyah ;  and  it  had  in  1885  a  population  of  3,021.  See  Al-Idrisi 
{ed.  Rome)  [p,  1 17]  ;  Am^lineau,  Giogr.  p.  84  f. ;  Recensemeni  de  Vf-gypte,  ii.  p.  69. 

'  This  church  is  mentioned  by  Al-Makrizt,  see  Appendix.    We  shall  find,  as 
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§  At  Miinyat  al-K^'id^  there  is  a  church.     It  was  restored  by  Fadl 
ibii  Saiih,  who  had  been  a  page  to  the  vizier  Aba  '1-Faraj  tbn  KilIis^  in 
the  caliphate  of  Al-Haliim^;   it  is  named  after  Our  Lady  the  Virgin*,  Fol.  18  a 
and  stands  near  the  river. 


we  proceed,  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  frequent  dedications  in  Egypt.  Our 
author  mentions  forty-two  churches  or  monasteries  named  after  St,  George.  He  is, 
as  it  is  well  known,  the  famous  Cappadocian  martyr,  probiblj  the  first  who  suffered 
under  Diocletian,  and  with  whose  name  the  legend  of  the  dragon  is  connected 
At  the  lime  of  the  Crusades,  St.  George  was  pioclaimed  champion  of  Ciinstendom, 
and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III  he  was  formally  adopted  by  our  countrymen 
as  their  patron  saint,  in  addition  to  the  former  patrons  of  tngtand  Our  Lady  and 
St,  Peter.  The  martyrdom  of  St.  George  is  commemorated  by  the  Copts  on 
Barmfldah  23  =  April  18;  whereas  the  western  calendar  gues  hi&  name  to 
April  23.  His  Acts  exist  in  Coptic  and  Lthiopic  See  Zoega  Cat  Codd  Copt 
cod.  cliii;  Budge,  Martyrdom  and  Miracles  0/  &l  Gtorge,  with  Coptic  text  and 
translation.  The  extreme  limit  of  scepticism  with  regard  to  this  saint  is  reached 
by  I\l.  Amelineau,  who  regards  his  Acts,  in  all  their  versions,  as  pure  romance 
{Contes  et  romans  de  I'^gypte  c/ir/iienne,  11  p   167  fl  ) 

'  Two  days'  journey  to  the  south  (rf  Fustat  (Old  Cairo),  according  to  Yakdt, 
in  the  most  northern  part  of  Upper  Eg}pt  The  tSid  from  whom  it  received 
its  name  was  this  very  Fadl  who  restored  the  church.  See  Yakflt,  Geogr. 
Wort.  iv.  p.  1V0.  There  were  thirty-nine  Munyahs  in  Egypt  at  this  period;  see 
YSkfit,  Mushlarik,  p.  f.v.  The  word  Munyah,  now  popularly  pronounced 
Minyah,  or  shortened  into  Mit,  is  an  Arabicised  form  of  the  Coptic  JULUJnH, 
which  signifies  'port,'  and  is  not  derived  from  the  Greek  fuSf^,  'mansion,' 
as  it  was  formerly  suggested.  Mil  al-Kd'id  is  now  included  within  the  district  of 
Biba  in  the  province  of  Bani  Suwaif,  and  in  1885  had  a  population  of  455. 
See  Rec.  de  I'Agypk,  ii.  p.  222. 

"  (_r4^'^  written  by  a  clerical  error  here  and  on  fol,  6g  a  as  (^f~JJ-  Abil 
'1-Faraj  ibn  Killis  was  vizier  to  Al-'Aziz  from  a.  d.  979  to  a.  d.  990,  see  Ibn 
Khallikan,  iv.  p.  359  ff. ;  As-Suyiit!,  Husn  al-Muhddarah,  ii.  p.  1  or . 

*  The  sixth  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs;  reigned  from  a.h.  386  to  411  =a.d, 
996—1020.  He  was  a  persecuior  of  the  Christians,  and  was  the  founder  of 
the  religion  of  the  Druses.     See  Introduction. 

*  The  dedication  of  churches  to  the  Virgin  was  more  frequent  in  Egypt, 
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§  Wana  BClsir'  contains  a  church  named  after  the  great  and  valiant 
martyr  Mercurius^,  and  two  other  churches — one  dedicated  to  Our 
Lady  the  Pure  Virgin,  and  the  second  to  the  holy  martyr  Saint 
George^,  besides  a  church  to  the   martyr  John^,  who   is  also  named 


as  might  be  expected,  than  any  other  dedicalion.     More  ihan  fifty-five  churches 
of  the  Virgin  are  mentioned  by  our  author  as  existing  in  Egypt  in  his  time. 

'  Our  author  here  returns  to  WanS  or  Band,  which  he  had  left  a  few  lines 
above. 

^  After  Our  Lady  and  St.  George  this  is  one  of  the  most  popular  dedications 
in  Egypt.  Our  author  mentions  about  thirty  churches  of  St.  Mercurius.  This  saint 
is  one  of  the  very  few  commemorated  in  the  Coptic  Synaxarium  or  Calendar  among 
those  who  suffered  in  the  time  of  Decius.  According  to  tlie  Coptic  authorities, 
RIercurius  was  born  at  Rome,  and  was  originally  called  Philopator.  He  was 
a  great  'hunter  of  wild  beasts,'  but  eventually  became  a  soldier,  and  an  angel  gave 
him  a  two-edged  sword  with  which  he  slew  his  enemies.  It  is  this  two-edged  sword 
which  has  become  two  swords  in  the  popular  legend,  and  has  earned  for  the  saint 
the  Arabic  cognomen  of  AM  's-Sai/ain,  'father'  or  'owner  of  the  two  swords;' 
and  the  Coptic  artists  accordingly  represent  him  brandishing  a  sword  in  each 
hand.  Mercurius  was  beheaded  at  Caesarea  in  Cappadocia  during  the  persecution 
of  Decius;  and  his  martyrdom  is  commemorated  by  the  Copts  on  Hatdr  25  = 
Nov.  21.  There  was  also  a  bishop  Mercurius,  who  was  present  at  the  Council  of 
Nicaea,  and  whose  fesdval  is  kept  on  Barmahit  i  =  Feb.  25;  and  another 
Mercurius  whose  day  is  BIbah  z8  =  Oct.  25,  It  is  curious  that  the  DicHonary  of 
Chrhiian  Biography  does  not  mention  the  name  Mercurius.  St.  Mercurius  the 
martyr  of  Caesarea  is  commemorated  by  the  Greek  church  also,  but  on  Nov.  25 
instead  of  Nov.  21.  See  Butler,  Coptic  Ckurches,\.'9-  76,  and  ii.  pp.  357-9  ;  MaJan, 
Calendar  of  CopHc  Church,  p.  12  and  p.  59,  note  34;  Wustenfeld,  Synax- 
p.  135  f.;  Am^hneau,  Acles  des  Martyrs  de  I'^glise  Copte,  p.  16  ~ 
Graecorum  in  Op.  el  Slud.  Hannibalis  Clementis,  tom.  i,  p.  212.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  The  prefix  (jjL.,  MSri,  so  often  used  by  the  Copts  in  speaking  of  the 
saints,  is,  as  it  is  well  known,  derived  from  the  Syriac  -i:»,  '  my  Lord.'  Many  of 
the  Christian  theological  and  ecclesiastical  terms  used  in  Arabic  are  Syriac 
in  origin. 

'  There  are  more  martyrs  than  one  of  this  name  in  the  Coptic  calendar.  See 
below,  fol.  56. 
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Abu  Yuhannus,  and  whose  pure  body  is  preserved  in  this  church. 
There  is  also  a  church  to  the  glorious  ange!,  Michael  the  Archangel. 

§  At  ldrijah\  one  of  the  villages  of  Bush^,  there  is  a  church  to 
the  great  martyr  Saint  George. 

§  Tansa^  contains  a  church,  named  after  NahMah*,  and  churches 
named  after  the  valiant^  martyr  Mercurius,  the  glorious  angel  Gabriel, 
and  Our  Lady  the  Pure  Virgin. 

The  Fayy&in. 
§  Madinat  al-Fayyum^  and  its  province.     Al-Fayyflm  was  the  name 
of  one  of  the  sons  of  Kift^,  the  son  of  Mizraim,  who  built  it  for  one 

'  Cf.  below,  fol.  69  b.  Yakflt  speaks  of  Idrtjah  as  a  village  of  Upper  Egypt 
ill  the  province  of  Al-BahnasS ;  see  his  Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  iia.  Cf.  Ibn  Dukmak, 
op.  cil.  V.  p.  r . 

^  Bfish  or  Bflsh  Kura  was  the  Coptic  noifcgin,  and  still  exists  a  little 
to  the  north  of  Bant  Suwaif,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  7,091  inhabitants. 
Tlie  district  is  still  a  Christian  centre,  and  contains  the  second  monastery,  in  point 
of  size  and  wealth,  in  Egypt  See  Yikflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  \.  p.  ve^j  Am^lineau, 
G/(ifn  p  366  ff.     {A.J.E.) 

'  Now  in  the  district  of  Biba,  in  the  province  of  Bant  Suwaif;  and  in  1885 
had  a  population  of  1,465.     See  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  1 ;  Rec.  de  FMgypie,  ii.  p.  303. 

'  These  churches  at  Tansa  are  mentioned  again  fol.  69  b.  The  name  of 
N:ihadah  occurs  in  the  case  of  this  one  church  only,  among  the  Egyptian  churches. 

°  c£^',  'the  valiant,'  is  an  epithet  especially  applied  to  St.  Mercurius  and 
St,  Theodore. 

'  '  The  capital  of  the  FayyQm,"  still  existing,  and  having  in  1885  a  population 
of  25,799.  It  "^^^  'he  Greek  Arsinoe  or  Crocodilopohs.  The  name  FayjAm  is, 
as  it  is  well  known,  the  Coptic  ({ilOJUt  =  'the  sea'  or  'lake:'  a  name  given  on 
account  of  Lake  Moeris,  identified  by  some  with  the  modern  Birkal  al-Kur4n, 
but  by  Mr.  Cope  Whitehouse  with  the  low  ground,  now  dry  land,  in  the  Wadt 
Rayan,  to  the  south  of  the  FayyQm.  See  Al-Makrizt,  .ffM^S,  i- P-  ffi;  Am^lineau, 
G^ogr.  p.  339  ff. 

The  following  passage  on  the  Fayyfim  is  repeated  on  fol,  70  f. 

'  As  we  shall  see  in  several  cases  below,  our  author  follows  other  Arab 
writers  in  deriving  the  names  of  places  in  Egypt  from  the  names  of  real  or 

h  [11. 7.] 
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of  his  daughters  who  had  brought  dishonour  upon  herself,  so  that  he 
banished  her  thither.  The  city  existed  before  the  time  of  Joseph^, 
the  son  of  Jacob,  the  son  of  Abraham  the  Friend  of  God,  upon  whom 
be  peace!  and  Joseph  rebuilt  it.  He  also  made  the  Niloracter^.  And 
he  built  [Madinat]  al-Fayyum  and  Hajar  al-Lahfln^  which  was  built 
with  wisdom,  founded  with  divine  assistance,  and  constructed  by  the 
inspiration  of  God.     Joseph   also   dug   the    canal  of  Al-Manhi^.     He 


supposed  personages  m  remote  antiquity  Many  towns  were  supposed  to  be 
named  after  sons  of  Kiff,  who  was  said  to  have  divided  the  land  of  Egypt  among 
them.  Most  of  these  legends  or  traditions  may  be  traced  to  the  Arabic  historian 
Ibn'Abd  al-Hakam,  vho  died  m  a  h  zS7(?),  and  from  whom  Al-Kindi,  Al-Kuda'!, 
Al-Makrizt,  and  As-Sujuti  borrowed  so  much  of  their  work.  See  As-Suyflti, 
Hum  al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  r,.  The  name  Kift  was  in  reality  borrowed  from  the 
town  of  Kift  or  Coptos,  and  from  its  resemblance  to  the  Arabic  term  denoting  the 
Egyptians,  namely  Kiht  (la^,  an  apocopated  form  of  Aiyinnoc,  turned  by  us  into 
'  Copt '),  gave  rise  lo  the  legend  of  an  ancestor  of  the  whole  nation,  of  that  name, 
the  founder  of  that  city, 

'  All  the  Mahometan  historians  of  Egyj t,  following  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  and 
Ibn  IshSk,  state  that  Joseph  superintended  the  digging  of  (he  canals  of  ihe  Fayyum 
and  the  building  of  its  (owns.     See  below,  fol.  69  b  f. 

"^  Al-Makrizi  quoles  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam's  own  words  to  which  without  doubt 
our  ah  en 

u..^  L  ^  j^j  ^5L,  Uc  '^^yj^  J    J    ^U  ^  Jj    j^  .y^  ^=1  Jb 
'Ibn  Abd    IHkn       s    The  fi  s      1  u  mea  u    die      eo    the  Nile  in  Egypt 
was  Joseph    upon      hon    be  pe    e        ho     e     up    a   N  ometer    at    Memphis.' 
Cr.  b  lo      fol    68  a    69  b    70  b     cf     \  a  T)  o&q  w,    B  hi  H    .  i.  cap.  36,  who 
speaks  of  ale     N  oroe  e    as  be  n    a   M   n^l  nd  He  odotus,  ii.  cap.  13, 

who  mpl  es  1  e  ex  s  ence  of  a  N  Ion  e  e    at  M  m].his  under  king  Moeris. 

'  I  e  he  g  ea  dykes  and  lu  ces  of  b  k  and  s  one  near  the  village  of 
Al-Lal  fin  wh  ch  regulated  he  supply  of  a  e  n  o  1  e  FayjQm.  This  ancient 
struc  ure  a  bu  ed  by  he  Mahome  an  h  s  o  ans  to  Joseph  (Al-Makriz!,  Khifai, 
i.  p  f  f  \akfi  G  ogr  Mo  I  \  ■(>  rff  A  Sujut  Hum  al-Mul),adarah, 
i.  p  )  as  des  ojed  bj  F  en  h  e  g  ce  s  e  ly  n  s  ce  u  y,  and  a  new  lock 
ere    ed      (A  J  B) 

Also  ,alled  from  its  reputed  author  Baht  1  Hsu/  or    Joseph's  River.'     It  is 
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cultivated  the  land  of  Egypt.     The  Fayyflm  contained  three  hundred 

and  sixty-six  districts,  according  to  the  number  of  days  in  the  year', 

each  district  corresponding  to  a  day  ;  and  tlie  yearly  revenue  from  each 

canton  was  a  thousand  dinars.     The  lands  of  this  district  are  laid  under  Fol.  18  b 

water  when  the  river  rises  twelve  cubits ;  but  are  not  entirely  submerged 

with  eighteen  cubits.     There  are  here  tracts  of  common  land^  in  which 

no  one  has  the  right  of  property ;  for  men  are  allowed  to  make  use  of 


still  in  working  order,  and  flows  from  a  spot  named  Rds  al-Manhi  or  '  Head  of 
Al-Manlit,'  near  Darwah  SarabSm  (fol.  77  b),  to  Hajar  al-Lakiln,  where  it  branches 
out  into  the  many  canals  which  irrigate  the  Fayylm.  See  YSkQt,  Geogr.  Wdrl. 
iii.  p.  -^rr;  Mardsid al-IftH^  ad  voc;  Al-Makrizi,  Kkt'tal,  i.  p.  vi. 

'  That  is  of  the  Coptic,  not  of  the  Mahometan  year,  which  consists  of  354  oi-j 
in  the  intercalated  years,  of  355  days.  The  Coptic  year  consists  of  twelve  months 
of  thirty  daj's  each,  with  five  or  six  additional  days  called  IVisst. 

=  Here  our  author  quotes  Al-Kindi's  Fadd'il  Misr.     Al-Makt!zi  says,  quoting 
by  name  from  the  same  book ; 
L-i-nJlj  i^sJl  w  j^«:i~J  -U^  ilj  J—  ^  io.'i  12IL  iAc  ^j-J  U*  -,U,1  ^j-  W 

'  In  the  Fay)  flm  there  is  common  land  in  which  none  has  the  right  of  property 
whetlier  IVIusIim  or  of  the  allied  peoples;  and  all,  both  rich  and  poor,  may 
demand  a  share  of  it ;  and  it  consists  of  more  than  seventy  sorts  of  land,' 

Al-Kindi,  followed  by  our  author,  is  speaking  of  the  different  sorts  of  crops 
grown  on  the  land.  Seventy  different  crops  seems  a  high  number,  unless  every 
variety  is  to  be  separately  enumerated.  Al-Makrizi  gives  a  list  of  the  principal 
crops  of  Egypt,  and  names  thirty -nine  of  them,  without  reckoning  all  the  kinds  of 
fruit-trees,  and  without  counting  all  the  different  species  and  varieties  of  each 
genus.  He  names  wheat,  barley,  beans,  lentils,  chick-peas,  flat  peas,  flax,  leeks, 
onions,  garlic,  lupins,  water-melons,  haricots,  sesame,  cotton,  sugar-cane,  colocasia, 
egg-plant,  indigo,  radish,  turnip,  lettuce,  cabbage,  vine,  fig,  apple,  mulberry, 
almond,  peach,  apricot,  date-palm,  narcissus,  jasmine,  myrtle,  beetroot,  gillyflower, 
banana,  cassia,  lotus-tree.     See  the  section  entitled  : 

Vljj   ^'-slj  ;-"  (j=];l   i—sll-l^i 
'Account  of  the  different  kinds  of  land  in  Egypt  and  of  the  various  crops  grown 
there,'  in  Khitat,  ii.  p.  1  . .  ff. 
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it  as  they  please,  and  to  demand  a  share  of  it  according  to  their  circum- 
stances, and  the  land  is  of  seventy  kinds.  The  revenue  of  the  Fayyum 
was  estimated  by  Ibn  TarkhAn  in  the  time  of  Kafur  al-UstSdh',  Emir 
of  Egypt,  generally  known  by  the  appellation  of  Al-Ikhshidi,  under  the 
Abbaside  dynasty^  in  the  year  of  the  Arabs  355,  when  the  revenue 
amounted  to  620,000  dinars^ ;  and  this  equals  the  amount  calculated 
to  come  from  Ar-Ramlah*  and  Tiberias  and  Damascus. 


'  Abfl  'i-Misk  Kaffir  al-Uslddh,  oh  1  h      on  ofAbd  AUSh. 

He  was  a  negro  slave,  sold,  it  is  said  f        f,h  1  h.  312  =  a.h.  924 

to  AbQ  Bakr  Muhammad  ibn  Tughj     1  II  h  1  d  g  f  tg}'pt,  who  subse- 

quently emancipated  him  and  appointed  1  m  g     d  h     two  sons.    When 

Al-IkhshM  died  in  a.h.  334  =  a.  d.     46    1        Id  n  A  fl  'l-Kisim  AnfljQr 

became  ruler  of  Egj'pt,  but  the  state  Uy     1  d  by  Kartir,  who  is 

known  as  Al-Ikhshidt  on  account  of  h     h  11         d       Al-Ikhshtd.    When 

Anljjflr  died  in  a.h.  349  — a. d.  960,  h  b  h  Abfl  IH  n  'Ali  succeeded 
to  the  government  of  Egypt,  and  KafQr         d  a>  h     1  s  he  had  acted  for 

his  brother.  'All  died  in  a.h.  355=a.d  96  d  h  K  ff  b  ame  uncontrolled 
ruler  of  Egypt,  as  the  son  of  'All  was  too  >  g  t  },  ,  1  his  state  of  affairs 
continued  until  the  death  of  the  negro  in  a.h.  357  =  a. d.  968.  Kafflr  is 
celebrated  as  the  most  successful  and  powerful  of  all  the  black  eunuchs  who  rose 
to  eminence  under  Mahometan  rule.  The  poet  AI-Mutanabbi  wrote  in  his  praise. 
See  Abfl  'l-MaMsin,  ed.  juynboU  and  Matthes,  ii.  pp.  rvr-rir;  Ibn  al-Athir, 
viii.  pp.  t^rl-itri ;  Al-Makrizi,  A'^(";iif,  i.  p.  rrl ;  Ibn  Khalllkanj  trans.  De  Slane, 
ii.  p.  524  ;  As-Suyfltl,  Hum  al-MuMdarah,  ii,  p.  if.     (A.  J.  E.) 

'  The  Abbaside  caliph  reigning  at  Bagdad  in  a.h.  355  =  a.  d.  966  was 
Al-Muti',  who  was  proclaimed  in  a.h.  334= a.  d.  946,  and  abdicated  in  a.h.  363  = 
A.D.  974- 

'  This  statement  seems  to  be  borrowed  from  Ibn  Zfllik : 

Ijji   i_i)l   ^^j;,   Uj,   iliJJ  I s!l  iJUiL^i  ajUsIj)   ijs~*=*j   '^^■—'  '^  ic^,  ii—ll   iii  |i 

'  Ibn  ZOlak  says  in  Al-Kindi's  book  of  information  on  the  emirs  of  Egypt,  that  ihe 

Fayyflm  was  reckoned  for  Kafflr  al-Ikhshidt  in  this  year,  namely  the  year  356,  as 

yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than  620,000  dinars.'    (Al-Makrizi,  Khi'tat,  i.  p.  ri^i.) 

*  I.e.  Ar-Ramlah  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  a  little  to  the  south  of  Yafa  or  Joppa, 
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There  were  in  this  province  thirty-three  monasteries  within  its 
borders.  In  the  patriarchate  of  Theodore',  the  forty-fifth  in  the  order 
of  succession,  the  name  of  the  bishop  of  the  Fayyflm  was  Anba 
Abraham^,  and  the  revenue  received  into  the  treasury  of  the  govern- 


'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  727  to  737,  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  p.  201  f, 
'  The  form  jiWil,  Afrah&ni,  is  intended  to  reproduce  the  Coptic  pronunciation 
of  i.^pi.iJUL,  the  fi.  being  pronounced  as  ;;  by  the  Copts.  Our  author  is  here 
referring  to  an  incident  which  occurred  in  the  life  of  Theodore  but  is  recorded  at 
the  beginning  of  the  biography  of  Michael  his  successor,  bj'  John  the  Deacon, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  Coptic  patriarchs  compiled  by  Severus, 
bishop  of  Ushmiinain,  in  the  ninth  century  of  our  era.  The  following  is  the 
passage  which  our  author  must  have  had  in  his  mind ;  the  writer  is  describing,  as 
an  eyewitness,  an  interview  between  the  patriarch  Theodore,  who  was  accompanied 
by  certain  bishops,  and  Al-KSsim  the  wait  of  Egypt : 

ij*1j  Uj  C^l  ^  Ui  ^j^  Jft.il  j._^l  i-ii-l  --^1^1  U1  ^-iiL-Vl  <Si\  e)U  yfi^ 
fc^Ai  j^Kj  Ujj   ^j  tjj  Jjts.j  dji^J   aift  --a^.l  LjU  JUs  i-y*^  oJ'Sj   lSiV-"  ^ 

ij^'il   1^1   »J1   -J-iiJ  ^Uj->  ijU-iJj   (sL»   Jjjl  J   JLlJ   jtJ    fr^jS   u^Jj-iiJl    iJ   JUi  cill 

ijjc  ^  ^^  «^j^JU  i!  ^^IS^  -„UJJ  ^^Ju-,  lyi^li  jUj  iiWJjLll^f^l  iJ  JUi 
jliij  iiU  ;_,«j».  -1^  iJ^  ^JttJ   ^4^  ;jj^'j*J  1*^-^1^- ji^   (j-s^^i  *— **  '■^Z   1^ 

U.   Ijy— ij    ajcU.  ^r"  jW   l_j.lSj   «llj    J^ll    ylUJl    JL   o^    t^JJl 

'And  [he  bishop  Anbi  Alraham  1  shop  of  the  Fajjflm,  was  present  on  matters 
of  their  business.  And  ihen  e  entered  the  p  esence  of  Al-Kasim  the  next 
time,  he  called  one  of  h  s  o  lal  aques  \  ho  was  from  \\  estern  A  frica,  and  he  said 
to  Anba  Abraham :  "  Tl  s  s  ll  j  daughter  and  he  la  d  the  bishop's  hand  upon 
her  hand,  for  his  heart  «as  as  the  heart  of  children.  And  he  said  to  the  bishop  : 
"  Thou  knowest  that  I  have  loved  thee  deeply  since  my  father's  time,  and  all  that 
thou  didst  ask  of  my  father  I  will  do  for  thee."  And  the  holy  Abraham  said  to 
him:  "It  is  good."  So  Al-Kasim  continued:  "I  desire  of  thee  300  dinars,"  ^ 
Then  the  archdeacon  who  accompanied  the  bishop,  and  whose  name  was  Simeon, 
and  who  was  afterwards  found  worthy  to  succeed  him  as  bishop,  came  to  him  and 


y  Google 


54  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

ment,  from  the  crops  grown  on  the  iaiids  of  these  monasteries,  amounted 
to  five  hundred  dinars  yearly. 

It   is  said  in  the  Book^  of  the  Conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  Muslims 


he  said  to  him :  "  Bring  the  300  dinars."  So  he  brought  them  and  gave  them  to 
Al-Kasim.  Now  Anba  Abraham  had  much  money  derived  from  church  properly; 
for  he  had  in  his  diocese  thirly-five  monasteries,  in  the  Fayyi^m ;  and  he  was  the 
administrator  of  their  goods ;  and  he  was  bound  to  pay  a  land-tax  of  500  dinars 
into  the  public  treasury  of  the  government  on  their  account.  He  was  the  head 
of  all  of  them,  and  the  merchants  of  Egypt  sold  to  him  and  bought  from  him.' 
MS.  in  Bib.  Nat.  Paris,  numbered  Anc  Fonds  Arahe  139,  p.  142,  lines  5-13- 

'  ByIbn'Abdal-Hakara,who  probably  wrote  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  cen- 
tury of  the  Hegira,  and  who  is  the  source  from  which  subsequent  historians  drew. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  this  work,  which  is  still  extant,  has  not  been  published.  See 
article  in  Zeilschr./Sr  die  Kunde  des  Morgmlandes,  vol-  iii.  p.  329  ff.,  1840,  011 
Geschkhle  der  muhammedanischen  Eroberung  Aegyptens.  Yakut  quotes  the  passage 
of  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  as  follows  : 

'-r-aJ   '-*-y^   u'  =^'   '1)JJ   '^^  i:_  iiL,  liL,  i::j;l=j._j   yjs/   ^   sJp,  i:>JiE  y^   J, 

iitjj  .j!j!1  \zJi%^  sj  -ij^  jji.  ^J^  ^ii  U  1^3^  ^  Jlii  ^^.-^.^  i.a  Jjsll  eUJJ  ijJjlc 
^\  l^"^  ^_f3  J\  Jc  ^}j  ^\i  J^ij  i^\  'U  ilUi  ^'S'L.ilj  ijjil  ^^■ 

^\y  ^  l^^  ^  Jj>,  -i  w./  ^.  *il  ^ij  "jii  ill  14!  J.J  |J  Jlj  I'jl;  ift)  ^1 
^jH  jlJl  L-j  j^^  J^y^  ii-j  j.j.^lj  JU  ^311  Jl  =1^  jl  ijU.  ^^  Di  j^ 
(ja.j  ijS^^  iU  Uy  L^iJtkil  jSj  ijU-  jl  'J^  ^^  M  ^Iji  j^  4-=.lj  ^^  ^y  'i  j^ 
Jl  ^1  ^1  Jb  aUfi  dJi  ^.ijl  ^  liLUl  U^l  ^  1-^^  Jl^  i^iiij  ^1  1>  ^j 

Jl  ;:vr^.y  ^  ^.,^1  j^i  ^  Gp4^  ^  ii■^^J>^  ^i  u^j>  Ji  ^_^jU  o^^i 

^_^l  liS    A'^   ly*  Wi;^  W'  ^J   ' J^  (*-ij^   ij'  '•"    ^'^   C/"  ^^^d/"  W^*J   '■"   ^j-* 

&c.  ^^iM  Jl  ^y_j*i.i  jci  ^  ^_j»Ai  ^y^  ^'*^'  '~^-^'  (^^  ijT^^. 

'  'Abd  ar-Rahman  ibn  'Abd  Allah  ibn  'Abd  aJ-Hakam  says  i  I  learnt  from  Hit^hiim 
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that  the  FayyOm  was  known  as  the  Waste  Ground  ;  it  was  an  outlet  for 
the  waters  of  Upper  Egypt.  Joseph  the  Truthful  dug  the  canal  here, 
and  brought  the  water  through  it,  and  the  Nile  began  to  flow  into  it. 
Joseph  was  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  in  the  reign  of  Ar-Rayydn^,  the 


ibn  Ishak  that  when  Josepii  governed  Egypt  his  dignity  was  increased  by  Pharaoh. 
And,  when  Joseph's  age  had  passed  a  hundred  years,  the  viziers  of  the  kingdom 
said,  "Joseph's  understanding  has  decayed,  and  his  reason  is  disturbed,  and  his 
wisdom  is  departed."  But  Pharaoh  reprimanded  them  and  denied  their  statements 
and  softened  down  their  words,  and  they  refrained  from  repeating  them.  Then 
after  some  years  they  repeated  their  charge,  so  Pharaoh  said  to  them,  "  Come, 
suggest  something  by  which  we  may  try  him  1 "  Now  in  those  days  the  FayyQm 
was  called  the  Waste  Land,  and  moreover  it  was  an  outlet  for  the  superfluous 
waters  of  Upper  Egypt ;  so  they  all  agreed  that  this  should  be  the  te^t  by  which  to 
try  Joseph.  So  they  said  to  Pharaoh,  "Desire  Joseph  to  spread  abroad  the 
waters  of  the  Waste  Land,  so  that  fresh  territorj  ma)  be  added  to  y  oi  r  dominions 
and  fresh  revenues  to  your  revenues."  So  he  called  Jo'iej  h  and  sa  d  Thou 
knowest  the  place  of  my  daughter  such  an  one  I  haie  determmed  when  she 
grows  up  to  seek  for  her  a  city,  and  I  have  not  found  any  for  her  exce]  t  the 
Waste  Land,  which  is  a  small  town,  near  to  us  but  which  cannot  be  reached 
from  any  part  of  Egypt  except  by  passing  through  dcierts  and  wildernesses  up  to 
this  time.  For  the  Fayyfim  is  in  the  midst  of  Egjpt  as  Eg)pt  is  m  the  midst  of 
the  countries,  for  Egypt  cannot  be  reached  from  any  part  except  by  passing 
through  deserts.  I  have  settled  this  district  upon  my  daughter.  Do  not  therefore 
leave  any  means  untried  by  which  thou  mayest  gain  thy  object."  So  Joseph 
answered,  "Yea,  O  king,  if  this  be  thy  desire  Iwill  perform  it."  Pharaoh  said,  "  The 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better  it  will  please  me."  Then  an  inspiration  from  God 
came  to  Joseph  that  he  should  dig  three  canals;  one  from  the  further  part  of 
Upper  Egypt,  from  such  a  place  to  such  a  place,  and  one  in  the  east  from  such 
a  place  to  such  a  place,  and  one  in  the  west  from  such  a  place  to  such  a  place. 
And  Joseph  disposed  the  workmen  and  dug  the  canal  of  Al-Manhi,  from  a  point 
above  UshmQnain  to  Al-LahQn.'  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  irr  i.  CI.  Al-Makrizi, 
Kkitd(,  i.  p.  rfa,  where  the  same  passage  is  quoted;  As-Suyfltt,  Husn  al-MuM- 
darah,  i.  p.  r  1  . 

'•Ar-Rayyan  ibn  Walid  ibn  Dauma'  is  the  name  given  by  most  of  the  Arabian 
historians  to  the  Pharaoh  of  Joseph ;    although  Al-Makrizi  says  that  the  Copts 
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son  of  Dauma",  surnamed  Pharaoh,  after  the  interpretation  of  the  dream 
and  the  explanation  of  it.  Pharaoh  clothed  Joseph  with  a  robe  of 
honour,  and  entrusted  him  with  his  signet-ring  and  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  kingdom. 

Certain  matters  concerning  Egypt. 
\  The  seventeenth  section^  of  the  history  of  the  church,  and  the 
biography  of  Anba  Khi'il^,  the  forty-sixth  patriarch,  contains  an 
estimate  of  the  yearly  revenues  of  Egypt,  at  the  end  of  the  caliphate 
of  Marwan*,  the  '  Ass  of  War,'  the  last  caliph  of  the  dynasty  of  the 
Omeyyads,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  caliphate  of  As-Saffah* 
'Abd  Allah,  the  Abbaside,  which  sets  the  amount  carried  into  the 
public  treasury  at  200,000  dinars,  apart  from  the  expenses^. 


called  him  Nahra'Ssh.  It  is  impossible  at  the  present  day  to  say  whence  (he 
names  of  the  ancient  Pharaohs  found  in  Arab  wiilers  were  derived ;  none  of  them 
seems  to  be  known  to  Muhammad  in  the  Koran.  The  names  seem  to  have  been 
borrowed  by  later  writers  from  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam,  who  was  himself  indebted  to 
Ibn  Ishak. 

'  The  seventeenth  section  of  the  patriarchal  biographies  compiled  by  Severus 
of  Ushmflnain  begins  with  the  life  of  Kha'lj,  the  forty-sixth  patriarch.  Anc.  Fonds 
Arabe  139,  pp.  140  and  141,  line  17. 

"  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  743  to  766  according  to  Renaudot,  Hisi.  Pair. 
pp.  303-236.  The  name  J-;iLi-,  Khd'tl,  is  an  abbreviated  form  of  J-oLsrr*, 
MIkha'il  or  Michael.  Another  form  of  the  name  is  JUU.,  KhSyal.  The  biography 
of  Michael,  included  in  the  history  of  the  patriarchs  compiled  by  Severus  of 
Ushmflnain,  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  that  work,  and  is  the  contem- 
porary composition  of  John  the  Deacon,  who  was  an  eyewitness  of  many  of 
the  events  which  he  relates.     See  MS.  Anc.  Fonds  Arade  139,  pp.  140-191. 

'  This  caliph,  the  second  of  his  name,  is  referred  to  several  times  in  the 
present  work.    He  reigned  from  a.h.  i26-I33=a.d.  744-751.     See  Introduction. 

'  The  first  of  the  Abbaside  caliphs,  who  overthrew  the  Omeyyad  dynasty. 
Reigned  A.H.  i33--i37  =  A- 1>-  75I-V55- 

'  Our  author  is  referring  to  the  following  passage  in  the  biography  of  Michael, 
which  narrates  events  that  occurred  shorily  after  the  death  of  Marwan :  • 

iCui  ^.^  gi  ^u^  Uj  ^luji  jU  ^\iJ6j  jU».iii  .^.icU  j*,^^  =w^i  j^^ 
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§  The  first  worshippers  of  idols  were  the  people  of  Egypt  and 
Babylon,  and  the  Franks  and  the  people  of  the  sea-coast.  In  the 
days  of  KubtSn,  the  son  of  Falik,  the  father  of  the  Arabs,  men  made 
likenesses  of  all  that  were  renowned  for  virtue,  and  of  good  repute,  and 
famous  for  valour  and  beauty  of  form,  and  worshipped  their  images. 

§  Abu  Naitur\  the  fourth  son  of  Noah,  learnt,  through  the  inspi- 
ration of  God,  the  science  of  the  sphere^,  and  the  art  of  reckoning 
it  by  years,  months,  days,  and  hours,  and  the  like.  Afterwards 
Nimrod^  the  giant  learnt  from  him,  and  composed  books  on  the 
science  of  the  sphere,  and  on  reckoning  it ;  and  men  wondered  at  the 
wisdom  which  he  showed  in  his  books,  and  copied  them  after  him, 
so  that  Ardashir  envied  him;  and  Nimrod  also  served  Satan,  and 
fasted  for  him,  and  offered  sacrifice  to  him,  and  burnt  incense  to 
him,  and  humbled  himself  before  him.  Therefore  Satan  appeared 
to  him,  and  taught  him  magic*,  and  how  to  raise  false  phantoms;  and 


'  The  revenues  of  Egypt,  after  deducting  the  pay  of  the  troops  and  the  expenses 
of  the  governor's  house  and  what  was  needed  for  the  administration  of  the  country, 
amounted  to  200,000,000  dinars  capied  yearly  to  the  public  treasury,'  MS.  Anc. 
Fonds  Arabe  139,  p.  180,  line  25,  p.  181,  lines  i,  2.    The  figures  have  been  altered. 

'  Abii  Naitur  is  not  elsewhere  mentioned. 

*  I.e.  astronomy.  As  it  is  well  known,  the  Arabs  derived  their  first  knowledge 
of  astronomy  from  the  Arabic  translation,  made  by  order  of  the  caliph  Ma'mfln, 
of  the  Almagest  of  Ptolemy,  and  it  is  from  that  M'ork  that  the  term  idXi  =  atpaipa 
is  borrowed. 

'  The  attribution  of  a  knowledge  of  astronomy  to  Nimrod  is  based  on 
a  genuine  tradition  of  the  devotioa  of  the  ancient  Babylonians  to  that  science, 
HSjt  Klialfah  remarks  upon  the  use  made  by  Ptolemy  in  the  Almagest  of  the  work 
of  Chaldaean  astronomers;  Lex.  hibliogr.  (ed.  Fluegel)  i.  p.  71.  Many  legends 
are  related  of  Nimrod,  the  'Enemy  of  God,'  by  the  Arab  historians,  and  he  is 
alluded  to  in  the  Koran,  following  Jewish  tradition,  as  the  persecutor  of  Abraham. 
See  Ibn  al-Athtr,  Al-Kdmil,  i.  p.  ai  ff. 

'  The  Mahometans  consider  Babylon  to  have  been  the    original  home   of 

i  [11.  7.] 
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revealed  to  him  the  worship  of  the  stars  ;  and  Nimrod  the  giant  learnt 
from  Satan  the  doctrine  of  TaghCit'.     Nimrod  was  the  first  who  wore 
>  a  crown^  of  gold,  set  with  jewels,  and  put  on  purple  robes,  and  showed 
himself  in  such  guise. 

Section  referring  to  the  distinguished  men  of  Egypt,  and  to  the 
wonders  which  are  to  be  found  there.  Among  the  former  were  Moses 
and  Aaron  his  brother,  and  Miriam  their  sister,  who  were  born  at 
Askar^  in  the  region  of  Egypt.  On  Mount  Sinai  God  spoke  with 
Moses ;   and  Moses  struck  with  his  rod. 


magic,  which  was  taught  to  men  there  by  the  two  evil  angels  Harflt  and  Marflt 
(see  Sural  al-Bdkarah,  96),  who  still  hang  head  downwards  among  the  ruins  of 
the  great  city. 

'  An  idol  of  the  ancient  Arabs  of  Mecca;  see  Koran,  Sural  al-Baharah, 
257,  259.  where  the  religion  of  Taghflt  is  placed  in  antithesis  to  the  true  religion  of 
Islam.     Cf.  Sural  al-MdUdah,  65. 

'  Eutychius  reports  this  legend,  in  speaking  of  the  time  of  Abraham : 
jXm  ^  _^.lj  J:U  elU  <S^  Jjl  lil  JUjj  JjI^  elU_,UI  jj^   ^  -ij^^-  J 

\y'^yj^    J-.1    ^J    Wlj    >    W^JJ    J^    ^    ^i    ^^    J^^    ^^^    ^W~^\    J 

'In  his  time  lived  Nimrod  the  giant,  king  of  Babylon.  It  is  said  that  be  was  the 
first  king  who  reigned  in  Babylon ;  and  he  saw  in  the  sky  the  likeness  of  a  crown 
formed  of  clouds ;  so  he  called  a  goldsmith,  who  fashioned  a  crown  for  him,  and 
he  put  it  upon  his  head.  For  this  reason  men  said  that  a  diadem  descended  upon 
him  from  heaven.'  Eutychius,  Annaks  (ed.  Pococke),  i.  p.  63,  Cf.  MS.  Bodl.  Or. 
294,  p.  60. 

The  epithet ^1^,  '  giant,'  corresponds  to  1^35  in  Genesis  x.  8,  9. 

Some  of  these  legends  of  Nimrod  may  be  looked  upon  as  genuine  traditions 
of  the  ancient  culture  of  Babylonia. 

=  This  was  a  well-known  town,  two  days  to  the  south  of  Al-Fustat,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Al-Itfihiyah.  Many  of  the  Muslims,  as  well  as  the  Christians,  accepted 
the  tradition  that  Moses  was  born  there;  see  YakQt,  Geogr.  WOrl.  i.  p.  rsr; 
Al-Makrfat,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  0 1  v  ;  Ibn  Dukmak,  iv,  p.  1  rr.  The  MSS.  of  Al-Makrizl 
write  the  name  as  jSo.1. 

Askar  still  exists  in  the  district  of  Hfil?  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah  ;  see  Rec. 
der^gypie,ii.p.5i. 
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In  Egypt  Moses  divided  the  sea,  and  performed  the  ten  miracles. 
Joseph  the  Truthful  ^  ruled  over  Egypt. 

In  Egypt  also  Js  the  palm-tree.  Here  is  the  Holy  Valley  ^  and  the 
fissure  of  the  Ab/i  Kir\  to  which  the  birds  of  that  species  go  on  pil- 
grimage every  year.  One  bird  is  caught  in  this  fissure,  and  remains 
hanging  there  until  the  winds  blow  it  to  pieces.  In  this  country  also 
is  the  Nd'tt  al'AjHz *,  from  Al-'Arish  to  AswSn ;  which  is  sometimes 
called  Ild'it  al-Hujftz. 

^  This  is  a  constant  epithet  of  Joseph  among  the  Mahometans,  and  originated 
in  the  Koran,  SArah  Y4suf,  ver.  51 : 

'The  wife  of  Al-'Aziz  said:    Now  the  truth  is  made  manifest.     It  was  I  who 
tempted  him  to  sin.     Surely  he  is  one  of  tlie  truthful.' 
Compare  ver.  46 : 

'  0  Joseph  the  Truthful !  teach  us  with  regard  to  the  seven  fat  kine,'  &c. 

^  I  can  only  conjecture  that  this  may  mean  the  WSdi  Natrfln  or  WSdt  Habib, 
the  ancient  Nitrian  valley,  so  famous  in  the  annals  of  monasticism. 

^  This  legend  of  the  AbQktr  birds  is  found  in  most  of  the  Arab  historians  who 
have  written  on  Egypt;  see  Quatremfcre,  Mem.  Hist,  ei  Giogr.  i.  p.  32,  where  our 
author  is  quoted  among  others.  The  fissure  is  said  by  our  author  (fo!.  86  b)  to 
be  on  the  Jabal  al-Kahf.  Other  writers  say  the  Jabal  at-Tair,  the  well-known  hill 
which  still  bears  the  name,  on  the  Nile,  opposite  Samallllt  and  Taha.  As-Suyutt, 
who  reckons  the  Jabal  at-Tair  as  one  of  the  twenty  wonders  of  Egypt,  on  account 
of  these  birds,  describes  them  thus : 

is^m  ^1>1  jj-.  J*t^  ^\i^  jUill  0^  ^, 
'  They  are  piebald,  with  black  necks,  striped   on    the    breast,  with   black    tips 
to  their  wings.'     Husn  al-Mulfddarah,  i.  p.  n. 

Al-Makrlzt  says  that  the  prodigy  had  ceased  in  his  time.  Khitat,  ii.  p.  o.r  f ; 
cf.i.p.r,; 

*  'Wall  of  the  old  woman/  also  called  fisr  al-AjAz,  'dyke  of  the  old 
woman,'  It  still  exists  in  portions  near  Jabal  at-Tair,  near  KflsJyah,  and  at 
other  places. 

The  '  old  woman '  is  said  by  some  writers  to  be  Daliikah  (see  fol.  70  h),  who 
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In  the  river  Nile  there  is  a  fish,  which  Is  called  the  '  thunder-fish  ^.' 
Even  if  a  strong  man  places  his  hand  upon  it,  his  strength  will  not 
prevent  him  from  receiving  a  shock  through  his  body,  and  his  arm 
will  remain  thunderstruck  and  will  be  paralysed  during  the  space  of 
an  hour. 

In  this  country  is  the  meeting-place  of  the  two  seas,  which  is  called 
the  Isthmus^ ;  here  the  two  seas  approach  one  another.  Between  them 
are  two  dykes^.  The  two  seas  are  the  sea  of  the  Romans  and  the  sea 
of  the  Chinese*;  and  the  dyke  is  a  journey  of  one  night*  from  both  of 


reigned  over  Egypt  in  remote  antiquity.  The  purpose  of  the  wall  is  said  to  have 
been  to  defend  Egypt  from  her  enemies.  Another  story  makes  the  old  woman 
build  the  wall  to  prevent  the  lions  from  coming  down  to  the  Nile  to  drink, 
in  revenge  for  the  death  of  her  son,  who  had  been  devoured  by  a  lion.  See 
YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  il.;  A!-Makrtzt,  KhMt,  i.  p.  ri;  As-Sujllti,  Husn 
al-Mul^^darah,  i.  p.  ri. 

Our  author,  on  fol.  57  b,  makes  Cleopatra  the  builder  of  the  Hd'it  al-'Aj4z, 
which  extended  not  only  from  AI-'Arish  or  AI-FararaS  to  Asw3n  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Nile,  but  also  from  Nubia  to  Alexandria  on  the  western  bank. 
In  these  statements  he  follows  Eutychius,  Annales  (ed.  Pococke),  i.  p.  301. 

The  statement  of  Diodorus  that  Sesoslris  built  a  wall  1,500  stades  in  length, 
to  protect  Egypt  on  the  east  from  the  Syrians  and  the  Arabs,  is  well  known ;  see 
Diod,  Sic.,  Bibl.  Hist.  bk.  i.  cap.  57. 

'  I.e.  the  electric  eel,  gymnolus  eleclricus,  the  properties  of  which  are  well 
known.  They  were  much  celebrated  by  Arabic  writers  on  Egypt.  See  Ydklit, 
Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  ati;  Abfl  'l-Mahasin,  op.  cit.  i.  p.  r-l ;  Al-Makr!zi,  Khifat, 
i.  p.  n  ;  Al-Mas'fldJ,  Murdj  adk-Dkakab,  ii.  pp.  39  2-3  ;  'Abd  al-Lattf,  Mukhta?ar 
(ed.  White),  p.  83. 

'  I.e.  Isthmus  of  Suez,     This  passage  is  partly  repeated  on  fol.  58  a. 

'  The  high  ground  to  the  north  of  Lake  Timsah  is  still  called  Al-Jisr, 
'  the  dyke.' 

'  Our  author  here  treats  the  Red  Sea  as  part  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and 
the  latter  as  part  of  the  China  Sea. 

'  On  fol.  58  a  the  distance  between  the  two  seas,  which  is  about  eighty  miles, 
is  given  as  a  day  and  a  night's  journey,  and  Al-Makrtzi  makes  it  the  same.  Yatut 
and  the  Mard»id  al-I(fild'  make  it  four  days, 
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them,  between  Al-Kulzum'  and  Al-Farama^  In  no  other  country  do 
the  seas  approach  nearer  to  one  another  than  at  this  place ;  for  in  the 
east  there  is  a  Journey  of  several  months  between  them.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  in  which  the  people  eat  fresh  fish  from  both  seas, 
except  Egypt. 

'  The  Greek  and  Coptic  KXi^ir/ia,  kX'TCJULA.,  formerly  situated  a  short 
distance  to  the  north  of  Suez,  which  must  be  regarded  as  its  successor;  see 
Amflineau,  Ge'ogr.  pp.  z^7-9.  Ai-Mukaddasi,  who  wrote  in  a.h.  375=a.d.  986, 
says,  speaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  Al-Kulzuni  i 

'  Water  is  conveyed  to  them  in  boats ;  and  from  a  place  called  Suwais  (Suez), 
at  a  distance  of  one  post,  bad,  discoloured  water  is  carried  to  them  upon  camels  ; 
so  that  one  of  their  proverbs  says :  The  people  of  Al-Kulzum  receive  their  provi- 
sions from  Bilbais,  and  their  diink  from  Suwais,  and  they  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Tais 
(wild  goat)'  (ed.  De  Goeje),  p.  ig6,  This  passage  was  not  made  use  of  by 
Quatremere  in  his  discussion  of  the  position  of  Al-Kulzum,  Mi'm.  Ht'sl.  d  G/ogr. 
i.  pp.  151-189.  The  distance  of  one  post  or  about  twelve  miles  is  too  great, 
as  the  rtjins  of  Al-Kulzum  are  placed  by  Niebuhr  about  one  mile  to  the  north 
of  Suez.  See  also  YSklit,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.p.  lo^;  Mardaid  ai-Inild' (t±  ]nyiiho\\), 
ad  voc, ;  Al-Idrisi  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  49];  Al-Makrtzi,  Khi(a(,  p.  rir. 

The  last  of  these  writers  says  that  in  his  day  Al-Kulzum  was  ruined  and  its 
site  was  known  as  Suez.     This  is  inaccurate,  as  it  has  just  been  shown. 

"  The  classical  Pelusium,  and  the  Coptic  nepeJU.O'rn,  near  the  north-eastern 
frontier  of  Egypt ;  of.  fol.  56  b.  It  has  now  disappeared,  with  the  exception  of 
some  mounds  and  broken  columns.  See  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  iii.  p.  A^r;  Al- 
Mukaddast  (ed.  De  Goeje),  p.  110;  Al-Makrizi,  Kht'tat,  i.  p.  mi;  Am^lineau, 
Ge'ngr.  p.  317  f 

Al"Makrtzt  reckons  the  ancient  remains  at  Al-Farama  among  the  wonders  of 
Egypt;  see  Khiiat,  i.  p.  rr. 

It  was  at  Al-FaramS  that  the  first  engagement  took  place  between  the  Arabs 
and  Egyptians  when  'Amr  invaded  Egypt  in  a.h.  18;  see  As-Suyftti,  Husn 
al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  ri". 

M.  Ani^lineau  does  not  explain  why  he  adopts  the  form  El-Ferma. 
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In  this  country  brocaded  stuffs  are  made:   gauze  of  Tinnis',  and 
sharb^,  a  stuff  used  for  tents,  and  coloured  Dabtkt^;  and  there  is  no 


'  The  fine  tissues  of  Tinnis  are  much  celebrated  by  Arab  historians  and 
geographers.  Ibn  Haulcal,  who  wrote  in  a,  h.  367  =  a.  d.  978,  says  of  Tinnis 
and  Daniietta : 

C-tl^'    ^^   ij   W^   J^'    't^'    J^    U"    i^Wal-lj    v^'j    ^■■^'^   ^j    '■^-   W^j 

'  In  these  two  cities  are  manufactured  fine  DaMM  and  sharb  and  splendid  dyed 
garments,  the  equals  of  which  in  beauty  and  price  do  not  exist  in  the  %vhole  world  ' 
(ed.  De  Goeje,  p.  i.i). 

Al-MakrizE  (Khitat,  i.  p.  im)  says  that  the  veils  for  the  Ka'bah  were  made  at 
Tinnts  from  the  early  times  of  Islam,  and  he  describes  some  of  the  designs  upon 
them.  These  manufactures  ceased  when  the  people  of  Tinnis  were  removed 
to  Damietta  in  a.h.  5S8  =  a.d.  1192,  and  only  the  citadel  remained  inhabited. 

The  foundation  of  the  stuffs  of  Tinnis  is  said  to  have  been  linen  (Ibn  Hankal, 
loc.  cit),  with  which  silk  was  interwoven.  Cf.  Quatremfere,  Mem.  Hid.  el  Ge'ogr. 
i.  pp.  308,  3o<),  327  ff.;  Al-Idrisi  (trans.  Jaubert),  i.  p.  320. 

*  A  precious  tissue;  see  Glossary  to  De  Gocje's  Bi&lw/Aeca  Geog.  Arab.'^.  272. 

'  Al-Makiizi  saj'S : 

^jJlj  Ju^l  v^l  JLJlj   iiiLdl   i_>U)l  \^\  ^ :)  iUj   (jj,i  j^  iiy  joj 

^i,i  ij'u  14;-  i.u  ji  jjt  ^j/Jj  I4,  j*^'  i^:Ai  <^j^\  jjUJi  oii^  ^^.y  ^*!1 

4i*"j-'i'^  ^y  j^.^  ijl*— *i.  t-^JJl  (^  i.»l*jJl  Al~::i  i_*jiJJLj.  i=.y~Lt  ii^Ls,  l^-ij 
^yl  jjl  iil^j   ^j^}  u-*i»  Ju-^l  j^  Jiilj.  ^j-iJl   J.W  ij  '"^r^j  -jWJI   !J*   c*Sj.a.j 

'  Dabik  is  a  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Damietta,  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
sumptuous  robes  and  the  dyed  turbans  of  skarh,  and  the  trimmings  of  Dabi^t 
interwoven  with  gold.  Turbans  of  sharh,  interwoven  with  gold,  were  made  there ; 
each  turban  being  100  cubits  in  length,  and  bearing  designs  woven  with  gold  of 
the  value  of  goo  dinars,  without  reckoning  the  price  of  the  silk  and  the  linen 
thread.  These  turbans  and  the  rest  were  brought  into  fashion  in  the  time  of 
Al-'Aziz  bi  'Mh,  son  of  Al-Mu'izz,  who  reigned  from  the  year  365  (a.  d.  975)  until 
he  died  in  the  month  of  Sha'ban,  in  the  year  386  (a.d.  996).'     Khita(,  i.  p,  rri. 
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stuff,  not  interwoven  with  gold,  of  which  garments  are  made,  of  the  value 

of  100  dinars,  except   the   stuffs   of  Tinnis^  and  Daniietta,   and   Al- 

Manhab  (?)  and  Sikillt'^.     The  Egyptians  make  woollen  garments,  and 

robes  of  goats'  hair  of  SamilGs,  which  are  not  to  be  found  anywhere  Fol.  20  a 

in  the  world  except  in  Egypt.     The  natives  of  this  country  can  boast 

of  the  wonderfully  prolific  nature  of  their  horses,  mules,  and  asses.    They 


Cf.  Quatrerafere,  M^m.  i,  p.  340,  where  this  passage  is  translated  in  Quatremfere's 
usual  loose  manner. 

Barjawdn,  a  black  eunuch  and  vizier  to  the  Fatimide  caliph  Al-'Azlz  bi'Uih, 
left  at  his  death  in  a.  h.  390  =  a.  d.  iooo,  one  thousand  pairs  of  trousers  of  the 
stuff  called  DaMM;  see  Ibn  KhallikSn. 

The  name  DaMM  was  extended  to  other  brocades  or  damasks  besides  those 
actually  made  at  Dabik,  and  was  applied  to  the  fabrics  of  Usyflt  and  even  of 
places  beyond  the  borders  of  Egypt;  see  Glossary  to  De  Goeje's  Bib.  Geogr. 
Arab.  p.  232. 

See  also  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  ofA ;  Mardfid  al-Iltil^  ad  voc. ;  Al-Idrtsi 
{trans.  Jaubert),  i,  p.  320. 

The  town  of  Dabik  no  longer  exists. 

'  Al-Makrtz!  likewise  says  : 

li^c  jUjj  ijU  !_*»  j  j^_  E^'-"  J*J  ''•^  Vj^'  ^^.  ij^  Vj5  j'J°  W^-^l  rl  u-jlj 

'  There  is  no  brocade  in  the  world  with  a  foundation  of  linen,  of  which  a  single 
garment,  not  interwoven  with  gold,  fetches  a  price  of  100  dinars  in  cash,  except 
the  brocade  of  Tinnts  and  Damietta.'     Kki{at,  i.  p.  iw. 

Cf.  Quatrem&re,  M^m.  i.  p.  308,  who  makes  the  mistake  of  translating  ,jl::S  by 
'  cotton.'  Al-Makrizt  says  that  the  robes  made  at  Tinnts  for  the  caliph,  in  which 
a  large  quantity  of  gold  was  employed,  were  worth  1,000  dinars  a  piece;  and 
that  the  sale  of  these  fabrics  at  one  time  brought  in  a  yearly  receipt  of  20,000  or 
30,000  dinars  from  Al-'Mk  alone.     Cf.  Al-Idrisi  (trans.  Jaubert),  i.  p.  320. 

"  I.e.  Sicilian  tissue.  As  in  many  other  cases,  a  name  derived  from  the  place 
where  the  material  was  originally  manufactured  is  retained,  even  when  the 
manufacture  is  no  longer  confined  to  that  place  SilfilU  was  also  made  in  Spain. 
See  Al-Mukaddasi  (ed.  De  Goeje),  pp.  \fo  and  m. 
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have  the  gold-mines'  and  the  emerald-mines^, and  red  and  yellow  ochre; 


'  In  the  WSdl  'l-'Alaki,  which  lies  to  the  south-east  of  Aswan,  in  the  country 
of  the  Bajjah  or  BishSris.  The  mines  have  not  been  worked  for  many  centuries, 
but  were  known  in  the  time  of  Rameses  II.  See  Al-Idrtsi  (trans.  Jauberi),  i.  pp,  36, 
41;  Al-Makriz!,  KMlat,  i.  pp.  1  le,  1  iv,  1 U  ;  Abfl  '\-Fida,  Tah.  Aeg.  p.  35  f. 

*  Quatremere  gives  an  inleresting  chapter  on  the  emerald-mines  of  Egypt 
(^M^m.  ii.  p.  73  ff.)  He  first  quotes  an  extract  from  Al-Hakrizi  [Khi(a;,  i.  p.  rrr), 
who  copies  however  from  Al-Mas'Qdt,  and  Al-Mas'fidi's  informant  was  'Abd 
ar-Rahim,  sometime  government  clerk  at  the  mines.  The  mines  are  said  to  lie 
in  the  midst  of  a  waterless  desert  at  Kharbah,  a  place  seven  days'  journey  to  the 
south-east  from  Kfls  or  Kift,  the  nearest  town  on  the  Nile.  They  are  in  a  mountain 
range  in  the  territory  of  the  Bajjah,  north  of  the  great  peak  called  Karkashandah. 
Various  names  are  given  of  the  different  species  of  gems  obtained,  and  the 
estimation  in  which  the  several  sorts  of  emerald  are  held  in  different  countries  is 
stated.  Al-Makrizi  adds  that  the  mines  were  regularly  worked  till  about  1358  a.d., 
when  the  vizier  "Abd  AlUih  ibn  Zanbflr  put  a  stop  to  the  mining.  But  it  is  related 
that  Ibrahim  Pasha,  who  governed  Egypt  about  the  end  of  the  tenth  century  of  the 
Hegira,  m  travellmg  through  Upper  Egtpt,  came  to  a  place  called  'the  well  of 
emeralds/  whence  he  look  a  vast  number  of  gems.  Prosper  Alpinus  mentions 
a  well  of  emeralds,  which  produced  a  famous  stone  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Seigneur.  Maillet  states  that  the  situation  of  the  mine  is  lost ;  while  Bruce 
( Voyage  lo  the  Sourcts  of  tht  Kih,  vol  1  p  229)  speaks  of  a  Jebel  ez-Zumurrud 
or  Emerald  Mountain,  winch  he  Msited,  and  where  he  saw  several  sinkings  or 
shafts  But  as  this  mountain  kj  m  an  island,  it  cannot  be  (concludes  Quatremfere) 
the  emerald-mme  which  Onental  writers  agree  m  placing  on  the  continent. 

So  far  Quatremfere  But  the  mistake  of  Bruce,  whose  island  was  probably 
that  of  Zabargad,  led  to  the  rediscovery  of  the  lost  mines  in  1819  by  a  French 
explorer  named  Cailliaud.  The  results  of  his  visit  were  published  in  a  large 
work  by  the  French  Academy ;  and  the  ruler  of  Egypt,  Muljammad  'Ah,  was  so 
convinced  of  the  value  of  the  mines  that  he  sent  a  number  of  miners  to  work 
them  under  Cailliaud's  supervision.  Cailliaud,  however,  seems  to  have  spent  but 
a  short  time  at  the  work,  before  he  was  called  away  to  join  Ibrahim  Pashd's 
expedition  to  the  Soudan.  From  that  time  provisions  ceased  to  arrive  for  the 
colony  of  miners,  who  gradually  melted  away,  and  the  place  was  once  more 
abandoned.     So   it   remained    till  iSgi,  when  Mr.    Floyer,  an  Englishman   in 
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and  marcasite^  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper  ;  and  the  Lake  of  Nitre,  and 

command  of  an  expedition  sent  by  the  Khedive  Tauflk,  once  more  set  foot 
on  Jebel  Zabara,  For  an  account  of  this  visit  and  for  many  topics  of  surpassing 
interest  in  relation  to  the  desert  between  the  Nile  of  Upper  Egypt  and  the  Red 
Sea,  I  refer  the  reader  to  M.  Floyer's  learned  and  ingenious  work,  &lude  sur  It 
Nord-Etbai  (Le  Caire,  Imprimerie  Nationale,  1893). 

See  also  Yakut,  Geogr.  Wijrt.  v..  p.  I'lv;  Al-Makrizi,  Khital,  i,  p.  iii',  and 
Al-Idris}  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  22].     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Oxford,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  note  on 
this  mineral : 

'  The  term  marcasite  is  now  nsed  by  mineralogists  for  one  species  of  pyrites, 
but  was  at  one  time  of  wider  signification,  and  synonymous  with  pyrites  in 
general.  It  is  a  compound  essentially  of  iron  with  sulphur  (FeS^),  containing 
46' 7  per  cent,  of  iron  and  53-3  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  but  the  forms  found  in  nature 
contain  other  metals  such  as  copper,  gold,  silver,  tin,  &c. ;  arsenic  also  is 
commonly  present.  In  colour  it  varies  from  a  brass-like  or  golden  appearance  to 
a  silvery  white,  and  is  usually  glistening  and  metallic-looking.  "  Marcasite  of 
gold  "  may  have  reference  to  its  appearance,  or  to  the  fact  that  gold  could  be 
extracted  from  the  specimens  so  named.  The  synonyms  are  numerous,  e.  g.  trn'mos, 
jrupiTijt  (Xi'flot),  marchasita  (Arab,),  kis  (Germ.)  or  kies,  mundic  (Enghsh  miners), 
schwefelkies  (Germ.),  besides  xanthopy rites,  chalcopy rites.  The  name  mar- 
casite or  marchasite  Is  of  Spanish  or  Arabic  origin.  When  weathered  by 
exposure  to  air  and  water  it  produces  sulphate  of  iron  (and  copper),  termed  at 
one  time  kupferw  asser,  which  is  perhaps  corrupted  into  copperas  in  the  vulgar 
tongue. 

'  On  account  of  the  large  amount  of  sulphur  the  mineral  is  combustible  (whence 
the  name  pyrites  from  mip),  and  gives  sparks  when  struck.' 

The  word  \S~^3%  seems  to  have  come  into  the  Arabic  from  the  Syriac 
jljwfiv,  which  translates  the  Greek  Trtipinjt  (Bar  Bahlul).  The  medicinal  use  of 
marcasite  was  borrowed  by  the  Arabs  from  the  Greeks  (Dioscorides,  ed.  Spenge!, 
i.  p.  8io=v.  142  ;  Galen,  opp.  t.  13,  p.  740;  t.  iz,  p.  199;  Pliny,  36,  19,  30,  &c.) 
The  Arab  Gebr  (Jibir  al-Ktjfi)  gives  a  chemical  analysis  of  marcasite;  see 
Mangeti,  Sib.  Chein.  i;  cf  Wustenfeld,  Gesch.  der  arab.  Aerzie,  p.  12  f  Ibn 
al-Baitar  says  :  '  Mai'casite  is  sometimes  gold,  sometimes  silver,  sometimes  copper, 
sometimes  iron :  each  kind  resembles  in  colour  that  metal  after  which  it  is 
named ;  and  each  kind  is  mixed  with  sulphur  and  gives  out  sparks  when  struck 

k  [II.  7.] 
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the  salt  lakes'.  In  Egypt  is  found  the  clay  of  Asw^n,  which  is  called 
the  'clay  of  art,'  and  of  this  the  jars  intended  to  contain  the  drink 
calledy«t^'(i'^are  made.  The  manufacture'  of  white  paper  exists  here; 
factories  for  boiling  sugar*  are  found  here;  and  presses  for  sugar- 
canes;  and  fields  of  rice'';  and  oil  of  turnip"  and  radish;  and  oil  of 
balsam';  and  opium*  and  the  abramh^  and  honey-wine, 

against  iron,'  This  paragraph  is  based  upon  the  article  by  Sadebtrk  and  Hoffmann, 
'  Ueber  den  Namen  Markasit/  in  the  Neues  Jahrbuch  fUr  Mincralogu,  Stuttgart, 
1878,  p.  289  ff. 

The  word  '  marcasite '  must  have  come  into  the  other  European  languages 
through  Latin  translations  of  Arabic  medical  works,  or  ihrough  the  Spanish  mar- 
caxita,  modern  marqussita ;  see  Dozy  and  Engelmann,  Glossaire  des  viols  espagnoh 
et  porlugais  dMvh  de  larabe,  p.  301.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  salt  lakes  in  the  WSdi  Natrfln  or  Nitrian  Valley,  which  lie  about  three 
days'  journey  through  the  desert  to  the  north-west  of  Cairo,  are  still  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  Egvptiin  government  There  are  other  salt  lakes  in  the  Delta 
and  Upper  Egvpt      (A  J  B  ) 

'  A  kind  of  beer  made  of  fruit 

'  The  Arabs  first  learnt  the  minufacCure  of  paper  ibout  a.d.  750,  probably 
from  the  Chine'^e  and  the  first  place  it  which  it  was  made  by  Muslims  was 
Samarcand.  The  manufacture  soon  spread  to  other  parlb  of  the  Mahometan 
"orld.  See  Millheilungen  am  dtr  Simmlung  drr  Papyrus  Erzkerzog  Rainer, 
vol.  ii.  pp.  87-255  where  there  is  a  full  discussion  of  the  hislorj  and  composition 
of  Arab  paper  There  was  a  street  ind  a  khan  of  the  paper  makers  at  Cairo,  and 
a  mill  in  the  latter  of  these  places;  see  Al-Makr!zi,  Khi'tat,  ii.pp.  t .,  rr.  BQri 
near  Damietta  was  famous  for  paper,  which  was  also  made  in  the  FayyQra.  The 
chief  constituent  was  linen. 

'  Al-Makrizi  gives  an  account  of  the  method  of  cultivating  the  sugar-cane  in 
Egypt  in  his  time  ;  see  Khilat,  i.  p.  1  .r.  The  use  of  sugar  in  Egyptian  cookery 
is  described  by  "Abd  al-Latif,  Al-Mukhtasar,  ed.  White,  pp.  178-182.  The  sugar- 
factories  of  Egypt  were  very  numerous ;  Ibn  Dukmak,  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  names  sixty-five  of  them  in  Cairo  alone,  from  many  of  which  the 
government  derived  a  large  revenue ;  see  op.  cit.  iv.  p.  f  1 . 

'  'Abd  al-Latif  says  that  rice  was  much  used  in  cookery  with  meat  and  fish ; 
op.  cil.  p.  184.     It  was  introduced  into  Egjpt  under  the  Mahometans. 

e  7  »  0  Pqj.  jjjgj^  notes  see  next  page. 
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§  Moreover,  the  Nile  of  Egypt  is  one  of  the  miracles'",  at  which  the 
people  of  the  earth  marvel  when  they  hear  of  them  ;  for  it  rises  at  the 


=  'Abd  al-Latir.-B 


how 


a  contemporary  of  our  author,  says  of  the  Egyptians  : 

r^'j  j^'j  j*=-^  v^  ^y\^i  {jy!^^ 
'  They  have  a  peculiar  custom  also  of  extracting  oil  from  the  seed  of  the 
radish  and  the  turnip  and  the  lettuce,  and  this  oil  they  burn  for  light;  and  they 
make  soap  of  it  also :  and  their  soap  is  moist,  and  red,  yellow,  or  green  in 
colour.'     ('Abd  al-Lafcif,  op.  cil.,  ed.  White,  p.  176.) 


'  "Abd  al  L 
says  that  it  « 
that  no  balsii 
say  that  it  g 
Coptic  Churc 

"  'Abd  a 
^y.f)  in  Up 

•  The  ab 
should   place 
abramis  has 
breadth  in  le  g  h 
The  name  o    hi 
HaKeulica,  i 


m  d 


i-g  P 


(A  J  B) 


among  the  products  of  Egypt,  and 

(H    iopolis)  in  that  country;  remarking 

Syria,  where  Galen  and  Nicolaus 

op.  cil.  pp.  22—26.     See  also  Butler, 

m  de  from  the  black  poppy  (ylU.^ 

!  ed ;  op.  cil.  p.  48. 

h     Nile.     It  is  curious  that  our  author 

b      products.     Al-Idrist  says  that   the 

ii       is  very  good  to  eat,  and  is  a  hand's 

ckness  ;  see  Jaubert's  trans.,  p.  29. 

k  a^ptifiis,  which  occurs  in  Oppian's 


■"  The  N 
see  As-SuyO 
following  pa 

Siculus,  i.  36 

p.  4  ff-;  AI-A 


ne  of  ihe  twenty  wonders  of  Egypt ; 
Al-MakrtzJ,  J^/u'laf,  i.  p.  ri.  The 
n  slightly  different  words  in  most 
ee  Herodotus,  ii.  25,  26;  Diodorus 
Adhiopica,  cap.  28;  'Abd  al-Latif, 
1.  26  b. 
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time  of  the  great  decrease  of  water,  when  other  rivers  and  springs  fall 
or  dry  up ;  and  its  rise  comes  at  the  very  time  when  it  is  needed,  and 
so  likewise  its  fall  comes  when  it  is  needed,  by  the  special  care  of  God 
for  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt.  After  the  decrease  of  the  Nile  the  wells 
rise,  and  the  time  of  sowing  depends  upon  it,  and  not  upon  the  rains. 
The  Nile  flows  continually  down  to  the  salt  sea,  and  cleaves  its  way 
through  it  visibly. 

God  has  spoken  of  the  Nile  of  Egypt  by  the  tongues  of  his  prophets ; 
for  Isaiah  the  prophet  says :  '  God  shall  bless  the  people  of  Egypt,  and 
those  whom  his  hands  created  in  Al-Maujil  ^.' 

§  The   Gospel   also   says:   'The  angel   of    the   Lord   appeared   in 

Fol.  20  b  a  dream,  and  said :  "  Rise,  take  the  child  and  his  mother,  and  flee  into 

the  land  of  Egypt,  and  be  there  until  I  bring  thee  word^."'    And  the 

Lord  Christ  and  bis  mother,  the  Pure  Virgin,  and  the  blameless  old  man, 

Joseph,  dwelt  two  years  in  Egypt. 

§  And  in  the  prophecy  of  Hosea,  as  the  pure  Gospel  bears  witness, 
it  is  said :  '  From  Egypt  have  I  called  my  Son  ■'.' 

Scjonrners  in  Egypt. 

§  That  which  causes  Egypt  to  excel  other  countries  is  the  sojourn 

in  this  land  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  flesh,  with  the  Pure  Lady 

Mary  *,  and  the  truthful  old  man,  Joseph  the  carpenter,  by  the  command 

of  God;  and  also  the  sojourn  at  Alexandria  of  Mark  the  Evangelist', 


'  Isaiah  xix.  ag.  Al-Maufiil,  Mosul  or  Wousso!,  being  opposiie  die  lui 
of  Nineveh,  was  often  confused  wilh  the  latter  city,  and  spoken  of  as  '  Ninevel 
Moreover  the  territory  of  Al-Mausll  (J*jJ.l  u^^l)  forms  part  of  what  was  once  tl 
kingdom  of  Assyria,  and  so  the  name  was  used  as  synonymous  with  'Assyii: 
Cf.  e.g.  Al-Masudi,  MurAj adh-Dhahah  (cd.  Barbier  de  Mej'nard),  ii.  77  :— 

isy^  ^J^j  J"y^^  isy* 
'  The  kings  of  Al-MauNil  and  of  the  city  of  Nineveh." 

"^  Matt.  ii.  13,  J  Hosea  xi.  i,  and  M.iU.  ii.  15. 

*  ^j'^j^  or  ^fj-a}*  is  the  Syriac  y^i..i£>  -Li_»,  'my  Lady  Mary;'  it  otcu 
constantly  in  this  work  as  the  appellation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

"  Ttie  Copts  have,  as  it  is  well  known,  unanimously  preserved  the  Iradilio 
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who  was  the  nephew  of  Stephen,  the  chief  of  the  deacons,  and  first  of 
the  martyrs  in  Jerusalem. 

Some  of  the  pure  patriarchs' also  came  into  Egypt;  namely,  Abraham, 
the  Friend  of  God  ;  and  Jacob,  the  son  of  Isaac,  who  lived  here  seventeen 
years  and  died  here,  and  whose  body  was  taken  back  to  Syria  ;  and  the 
fathers  of  the  twelve  tribes,  who  were  his  sons.  The  posterity  of  the 
latter  in  Egypt  increased  to  the  number  of  six  hundred  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  souls",  including  the  descendants  of  Joseph  the  Truthful 
and  his  sons  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  without^  reckoning  the  sons  of 
Levi,  whose  number  amounted  to  twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-three  souls.  Joseph  died  in  Egypt,  and  his  body  was  carried 
into  Syria  ;  and  Moses  prayed  and  worshipped  at  his  prison*. 

Among  those  who  dwelt  in  Egypt  were  Moses,  and  Aaron  his 
brother,  and  their  sister  Miriam.  Lot  also,  the  son  of  Abraham's 
brother,  entered  this  country ;   and  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun ;   and  the  I'd!.  21  a 

also  found  in  Greek  and  Latin  ecclesiastical  writers,  that  St.  Mark  was  the 
founder  of  the  church  of  Egypt,  and  the  first  bishop  of  Alexandria.  The  Arabic 
Lives  of  the  Patriarchs,  by  Severus  of  Al-Ushmunain,  begins  with  an  account  of  the 
episcopate  of  St.  Mark  ;  see  British  Museum  MS.  Or.  26,100,  pp.  16-23.  Cf,  the 
old  Greek  diptjchs  preserved  in  MSS.  of  the  Coptic  Liturgy  of  St.  Cyril,  which 
give  a  list  of  the  bishops  of  Alexandria  beginning  with  St.  Mark   (jUtipKOlf 

TOT    irioT   ^.^ocxoXo-^f    Kii    e-irA-vveXicTOT   A.pxieinc- 

KonoT   K^l   JUl.ipT-«pOc). 

'  This  passage  is  based,  like  that  above,  upon  the  FaM'il  Mhr  of  Al-Kindi. 
As-SuyiJti,  borrowing  from  the  same  source,  mentions,  among  ihe  prophets  who 
sojourned  in  Egypt,  Abraham,  Ishmael,  Jacob,  Joseph,  the  fathers  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  Lot,  Moses,  Aaron,  Joshua,  Daniel,  Jeremiah, Jesus;  see  Husn  al-Muhddarak, 
i.  p.  ri. 

^  Cf,  Numbers  i.  46,  47. 

^  I  have  here  dislocated  the  translation  in  order  to  avoid  an  awkward 
parenthesis. 

'  See  above,  fol.  17  b.  The  tradilion  among  both  Christians  and  Muslims 
was  that  Moses  visited  the  prison  of  Joseph  at  BSsir,  and  consequently  there 
was  here  a  mosque  erected  in  the  name  of  Moses,  and  called  Masjid  Mi2sd;  see 
Yakflt,  Gcogr.  fToV/.  iii.  p.  fv ;  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  r.-. 
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prophet  DanieP  and  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel ;  besides  others, 
kings,  great  men,  wise  men  and  philosophers,  captains  and  rulers,  in  all 
ages  and  al!  times  ^ 

Boundaries  of  Egypt. 
§  The  furthest  point  of  the  land  of  Egypt  on  the  east  is  'AbMsah  ''■,  and 
on  the  west  Alexandria.    Its  greatest  length  isfromAl-'Ar!sh*  to'Aidh4b'', 

'  It  is  not  clear  when  Daniel  and  Ezekiel  are  thought  to  iiave  visiied  Egypt, 
unless  they  came  in  the  train  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  of  vhose  invasion  of  Egypt  the 
Mahometan  and  Christian  historians  of  the  East  preserve  very  clear  records  ;  see 
below,  fol,  23b,  76b,  80a.     As-Suyfiti  says: 

'  Wiih  regard  to  Daniel  I  have  not,  up  to  the  present  time,  met  with  any  record 
[of  his  sojourn  in  Egypt]  ;  but  Ibn  ZfilSk  counts  him  among  those  that  were  bom 
in  Egypt.'     [Husn  al-Mukddarah,  \.  p.  rr .) 

'  The  lists  of  distinguished  visilors  to  Egypt  given  by  the  Mahometan 
historians  remind  us  of  the  similar  lists  in  Diodorus  (i.  96).  As-Su_vfltt  gives 
the  names  of  many  Greek  philosophers  and  writers  who  sojourned  in  Egypt, 
among  whom  are  Plato,  Hippocrates,  Ptolemy,  Aratus,  Euclid,  and  Aristotle ;  see 
Husn  al-MuKddarah,  i.  p.  ri  f. 

'  A  small  town  on  the  Syrian  frontier  of  Egypt,  fifteen  parasangs  from  Cairo. 
It  is  said,  among  other  accounts,  to  have  been  named  after  a  daughter  of  Ahmad 
ibn  Tiilun.  It  is  now  included  in  the  district  of  Sawalah,  in  the  province  of 
Ash-Sharkiyah,  See  Yakiil,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  oil ;  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  rrr ;  Quatre- 
mfere,  M^tn.  i.  pp.  62,  189  ;  Rec.  de  I'tgypte,  ii.  p.  3.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  The  classical  Rhinocolura ;  a  very  ancient  town  on  the  sea,  near  the  Syrian 
frontier  of  Egypt.  It  is  now  the  seat  of  a  governor,  and  in  1885  contained  with 
its  dependencies  3,923  inhabitants.  See  Yakiit,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  ii . ;  Al-Kazwini, 
ii.  p.  ii'v ;  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  n .  f  ;  Qnatrem^re,  Mini,  i,  p.  53 ;  Rec.  de  I'^gyple, 
ii.  pp.  X,  xi,  20.     (A.  J.  E.) 

'  On  the  Red  Sea,  opposite  Jiddah,  and  near  the  frontier  of  the  Bishdrin 
tribes.  There  was  a  road  to  it  from  Kift  (see  fol.  103  a)  and  Kfls;  and  from 
A.  M.  450  =  A.  D.  1058  to  A.  H.  665  =  A.  D.  1 267  this  was  the  route  taken  by  the 
pilgrims  on  their  way  to  Mecca,  'Aidhab  was  also  a  port  much  frequented  by 
merchants  from  India  and  Yemen,  until  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century 
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and  its  greatest  breadth  from  Barkah^  to  Ailah^.     It  is  said  that  Barkah 
is  also  called  'the  Five  Cities,' 


The  City  of  Fust&t  Mi?r. 
\  Account  of  the  city  of  Misr^     It  is  related,  in  the  history  of  the 
church  and  the  lives  of  the  patriarchs*,  that  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi,  and  the 
Arabs  who  invaded  Egypt  with  him,  took  the  road  from  the  mountains 


of  our  era.  M.  Am^lineau,  who  speaks  as  if  the  Synaxarium  and  the  revenue-list 
alone  preserved  the  name  of  this  important  to^n,  seems  to  have  overlooked 
Quatrem^re's  account  of  it,  as  well  as  Al-Makrizi's,  which  proves  that  'Aidhab  was 
existing  not  only  at  the  end  of  the  fouiteenth  century,  as  the  revenue-list  published 
by  De  Sacy  shows,  but  as  late  as  the  middle  of  tlie  lifteenth  century,  although 
it  was  then  in  a  state  of  decadence,  and  no  more  than  a  village  of  huts.  See 
Ydkflt,  Geogr.  Wort,  ad  voc. ;  AI-Makrizt,  i.  p.  r .  r ;  Al-Idrist  {ed.  Rome)  [p.  49] ; 
Quatrem^re,J//m.  ii.pp,  162-1 72,  where  Ibn  Haukal  and  Abfl  'I-Fida  are  also  cited. 
M.  Am^lineau(G/o^r.  p.i6o)  would  identify 'AidhSb  with  Berenice  or  Myoshormos, 
the  former  of  which  is  probably  correct,  the  latter  being  absolutely  out  of  the 
question. 

^  The  name  of  a  town  and  district  to  the  west  of  Alexandria,  corresponding 
to  the  classical  Barca  or  Pentapolis,  which  latter  appellation  is  translated  by  the 
Arabic  ^ij,  [j-»i,  'the  Five  Cities.'  The  province  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  part 
of  Egypt.  See  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort  i.  p.  ovr;  AI-Maktn,  Tdrtkh  al-Muslimtn, 
ad  ann,  27, 

*  A  small  town  on  the  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Suez,  and  on  the  borders  of  Syria 
and  the  Hedjaz.  See  Ystkut,  Geogr.  Wori.  i.  p.  frr;  Al-Idrist  (ed.  Rome) 
[p.  123  f.];  Al-Makrtzt,  i.  p.  ui'. 

'  '  Miac '  here  denotes  the  city  of  Al-Fustat  or  Fustat  Misr,  the  remains 
of  which  are  now  called  Masr  al-'Altkah,  and  incorrectly  named  by  foreigners 
'  Old  Cairo.'  The  city  was  founded  by  "Amr  ibn  al-'Asi,  the  Arab  conqueror 
of  Egypt,  in  a.  h.  20  =  a.  d,  641,  and  remained  the  capital  of  the  country  until  it 
was  superseded  by  the  suburb  of  Al-'Askar,  which  was  founded  to  the  north  of  it. 

*  Our  author  is  quoting  loosely  from  the  biography  of  the  patriarch  Benjamin, 
in  Severus'  history  of  the  patriarchs  : 

bir^  UJ^^-  Li—i'.  ^Jb  ^^'^   cJ^   ih-^^.  J-y  j^  J'  y-y   ij=-  d^^  'jj^'j 


y  Google 


73  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

until  they  reached  a  fortress,  buiit  of  stone  ^,  between  Upper  Egypt  and 
the  Dclta^,  which  was  called  Bablun^.  Here  they  pitched  their  tent, 
and  all  of  them  prepared  to  meet  the  Romans  and  to  fight  with  them. 
And  they  called  that  place  'Al-Fiistat'  in  their  language;  and  the 
meaning  of  this  word  is  'The  Tent'  In  this  way  the  Arabs  called 
the  Fort  of  Ash-Shama'*  at  Misr '  Fustat  Bablun.' 

(•4^  ^1    ^1    jt-yll    ei]j    1^*-    ^\     J     ^.}^i    -J^'    '^"^    1)^     (_ys-    <il'-;»    (.fr»W* 

'  Then  [ihe  Arabs]  crossed  the  hills  until  they  arrived  at  a  fort  built  of  stone, 
between  Upper  Egypt  and  the  Delta,  which  was  called  BSblfln,  and  there  they 
pitched  their  tents,  that  they  might  prepare  to  light  with  the  Romans.  Then  they 
named  that  place,  that  is  to  say  the  fort,  Bablun  FustJit  in  their  language ;  and 
that  is  its  name  at  the  present  time.'     (Brit.  Mus.  MS.  Or.  26,100,  p.  105,  lines 

'  The  Roman  fortress  referred  to  is  built  with  alternate  courses  of  stone  and 
brick,  and  has  stone  pediments  over  'the  gateways ;  so  that  the  use  of  stone 
predominates  sufficiently  to  justify  the  expression  in  the  text.  I  have  given  a  plan 
of  this  fortress  in  Coptic  Churches  (vol.  i,  chap.  4).     (A.  J.  B.) 

"^  I  translate  ■—ii}\  by  'the  Delta'  because  that  is  its  obvious  meaning  here. 
See  note  on  fol.  1 2  a. 

'  The  Arabic  form  of  Babylon  {^a^v\av,  fi.iS'rXujn),  the  name  given  by 
the  Greeks  and  Graecizing  Copts  to  this  town  and  fortress  on  the  Nile ;  see 
Diodorus,  i.  56  ;  Strabo,  svii.  i,  §  35 ;  Josephus,  AnI.  Jud.  ii.  15.  Other  Arabic 
forms  are  Bablflniyah  (i^jljU),  Bablijfln  (y^lb^),  Bab  al-yOn  (^^^1  ^V),  but  the 
Arabs  only  knew  the  Greek  form  of  the  name,  and  never  called  the  place  Babil 
(Jj.lj)  like  the  city  on  the  Euphrates. 

'  In  my  Coptic  Churches  (vol.  i.  chap.  4)  I  was  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory 
account  of  the  name  Kasr  ash-Shamct  or  '  Castle  of  the  Candle,'  which  is  the 
familiar  designation  of  the  place  to-diy.  Now,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  Shamd  is  a  corruption  of  the  old  Coptic  name  y^SiXX,  'EgypL'  The 
town  and  fortress  of  Babylon  were  called  by  the  Copts  B.^Lfi.'vXcwn  ItXe 
X^HAILI  or  '  Babylon  of  Egj'pl.'  Thus,  in  the  Acts  of  the  Coptic  martyr  John  of 
Phanijoit  or  Zaitfln,  we  read  that  the  saint  resolved  to  go  to  fi^6.TX(JUn  IlTe 
X^HJULI,  to  appear  before  the  Sulian  Al-Kamil  (ed.  Amelineau,  p.  37).  ^HJULl 
is  also  used  by  itself  to  denote  Cairo  (u/.  cii.  pp.  44,  45,  47,  48).    See  Quatremere, 
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§  I  found  an  account  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  in  the  Book  of 
Al-Janah.  It  says  that  'Amr  ibn  al-'Ast  conquered  Egypt  in  the  year 
19^  of  the  Hegira.  He  encamped  outside  a  place  called  Janan  ar-Rth^n, 
whither  the  Aiabs  came  down  to  besiege  the  city  of  Misr.  The  bishop 
of  the  Romans  at   Misr   and   Alexandria  was    named    Cyrus^.      The  Fol.2]  b 


jWot.  i.  pp.  49,  go;  Ch am pol lion, Z'^^/i/«  sous  ks Pharmns,\.'^.  i84f.,  ii.  p.  iiof. 
It  is  further  noticeable  that  the  Arabic  name,  Misr,  '  Egypt,'  is  applied  both  to 
the  capital  and  to  the  country.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  See  Introduction. 

^  Cyrus  was  the  Greek  patriarch  of  Alexandria  at  the  time  of  the  Arab 
invasion  of  Egypt.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  following  passage  of  Eutychius 
(Annates,  ed.  Pococke,  ii.  p.  266); 

(jl    *,-  Uj    j^jrJ—   A^jl   -'j'   iUjXiSlolll   ^  ^Jjoi.   t^J^j^jv°  »^^   Jjl   ^Ji 

Jjj^  ijj,ii5l.lHj  jSj  ^j»  j^j  Jc  LijjU  jjlSj  ijjxSL^]  Jc  is,.^  ^j^  i.iii^^^ 

'j-^-  u^   J>^   iJ^J^  u'^J   '^J°^^  u^y   *J^  (j--ij^irf_^iliLi  u^j^  iJ  JUb  i_^lj 
^•.U   ji!U.i    ^    >JAi    JaIj    fi^J   Jia-lj   Jaia   >Ja.Ij   £LmJ    ij~*-.-1j    ^r^-Al 

'At  the  beginning  of  the  caliphate  [of  'Umar]  George  was  appointed  patriarch 
of  Alexandria.  He  remained  four  }ears  in  possession  of  the  see.  Then  when 
he  heard  that  the  Muslims  hid  conquered  the  Romans,  and  had  vanquished 
Palestine,  and  were  advancing  upon  Egypt,  he  took  ship  and  fled  from  Alexandria 
to  Constantinople ;  and  aflei  his  time  the  see  of  Alexandria  remained  without 
a  Melkite  patriarch  for  ninety-se\en  )ears. 

'  When  George  took  flight,  Cyrus  was  appointed  patriarch  of  Alexandria  in 
succession  to  him;  Cyrus  was  a  Maronite,  and  followed  the  religious  faith  of  [the 
Emperor]  Heraclius,  Now  there  was  a  monk  at  Alexandria  named  Sophronius, 
who  condemned  the  doctrines  of  the  patriarch  Cyrus ;  for  Cyrus  taught  that  Our 
Lord  Christ  consisted  of  Two  Natures  with  One  Will  and  One  Energy  and  One 
Personality  ;  and  this  was  the  doctrine  of  Maro.' 

Cf.  Le  Quien  {Oriem  Chrisi.  ii.  col.  447  ff.),  according  to  whom  Cyrus  was 
elected  patriarch  in  a.  d.  632,  deposed  in  639,  restored  in  641,  and  died  in  642  ; 
and  Zotenberg,*C^/-£>K.  de  Jean  de  Nikim,  p.  439, 

i  [ii.  7.] 
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people  of  Al-FustSt  dug  a  moat  against  the  Arabs.  Al-Fustat  was  then 
called  Al-LCiniyah^ ;  but  the  Arabs  called  it  Al-FustSt,  because  they 
said  :  '  This  is  the  tent  {fust^t)  of  the  people,  and  their  place  of  meeting.' 
'Amr,  then,  came  thither  with  three  thousand  and  five  men ;  but  after- 
wards he  was  joined  by  Az-Zubair  ibn  al-'Awwam,  with  twelve  thousand. 
'Amr  took  possession  of  the  fortress^  and  captured  it  by  force  ^;  and 
thereupon  he  gave  up  to  plunder  all  the  treasures  that  it  contained. 
He  spared  the  lives  of  the  natives  on  condition  of  their  becoming 
a  '  protected  people ' ;  but  he  laid  tribute  upon  them  throughout  their 
country.  The  governor  of  Al-LCmiyah,  or  Al-Fust^t,  demanded  a  tax 
of  two  dinars  from  every  adult :  that  is  to  say  twenty-seven  dirhems, 
all  but  one-third  ;  unless  the  man  was  poor.  Every  rich  man  was 
obliged  to  pay  every  year  two  dinars  and  three  ardebs  of  corn.  In 
this  way  'Amr  raised  a  revenue  of  two  millions  of  dinars  from  the  poll- 
tax  of  Egypt ;  and  'Abd  Allah  ibn  Sa'id  ibn  Mufarraj*  raised  four 
milhons  of  dinars.  The  government  of  'Amr  ibn  al-'A^i  lasted  ten 
years  and  four  months,  and  that  of 'Abd  Allah"  his  son  for  two  years. 
§  It  is  also  said  that,  when  the  Muslims  came  into  Egypt,  they 
made  an  enclosure  of  canes,  extending  from  the  road  called  Al-Farr 
to  the  place  named  Daurah  Khalf;  and  hither  they  assembled  them- 
selves ;  and  it  was  called  Al-Fustat,  or  the  meeting-place  of  the  people  ; 
and  the  Arabs  did  not  put  up  a  tent,  not  being  acquainted  with  the  use 
of  tents.  ________^_^ 

'  This  is  simply  part  of  the  word  BablUntyah  (i-jji>b)  or  Babylon,  which  the 
Arabs  supposed  lo  be  two  words,  meaning  Gate  of  Lilniyah. 

"  M,  Am^lineau,  who  has  published  a  translation  of  the  greater  part  of 
fol.  21  b  {fie'ogr.  p. 542)  translates  ^j^a.  by  'fossii'!  He  also  reads,  a  line  or  two 
further  down,  '  Louiiah  instead  of  Lflntjah,'  not  being  aware  that  the  latter  is 
simply  part  of  the  form  i_:jl:>.  (Bablfinij  ah),  used  by  Al-Makrtzi  for  '  Babylon.' 

"  For  remarks  on  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  see  Introduction. 

'  Al-Makrizi  (i.  p.  1a)  says  that  'Amr  raised  a  revenue  of  twelve  millions,  and 
'Abd  Allah  ibn  Sa'd  ibn  Abl  Sarh  fourteen  millions.  The  latter  succeeded 'Amr  as 
emir  of  Egypt  (0^.  cit.  p.  ril).     Our  scribe  has  evidently  altered  the  figures. 

'  Some  say  that  it  was  not  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of 'Amr  who  governed  F,gypt 
after  the  latter,  but  'Abd  AUah  ibn  Sa'd. 
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§  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi  conquered  Egypt  on  a  Friday,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  month  of  Al-Muharram,  in  the  year  ao  of  the  Hegira,  and  in  the 
caliphate  of  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattdb,  in  a  battle  which  took  place  near 
the  fortress  known  as  the  Fort  of  AI-Hammam ',  The  number  of  the  Fol.  S 
Copts  who  inhabited  the  land  of  Egypt,  without  counting  the  decrepit 
old  men  and  the  children  below  the  age  of  understanding,  amounted  to 
six  millions  of  souls.  'Amr  imposed  upon  all  of  them  a  yearly  tax^  of 
twenty-six  dirhems  and  two-thirds  ;  but  from  the  rich  men,  all  alike,  he 
exacted  two  dinars  and  three  ardebs  of  wheat  a  head,  in  every  place 
that  he  occupied.  In  this  way  the  country  produced  twelve  millions 
of  dinars,  without  reckoning  the  tribute  of  the  Jews  in  Egypt  and  its 
provinces.  All  this  money  was  carried  to  'Umar  ibn  al-Khatt^b  ;  and  it 
was  the  first  money  that  was  taken  to  him  from  Egypt.  'Amr  ibn 
al-'Asi  had  visited  Egypt  during  the  days  of  ignorance,  and  knew 
the  roads  leading  thither,  through  trading  there  together  with  one  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Kuraish^. 


'  See  AI-MakrizI,  Khitat,  i.  p.  n . 

'  See  Al-MakrM,  1.  p.  I1. 

=  These  words  are  borrowed  from  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam,  who  relates  that  'Amr 
went  from  Arabia  to  Jerusalem  on  a  trading  expedition  with  some  members  of  the 
tribe  of  Kuraish.  In  Syria,  "Amr  was  able  to  render  certain  services  to  a  Greek 
deacon  of  Alexandria,  who  was  visiting  Jerusalem  on  a  pilgrimage,  and  who,  in 
gratitude  to  'Amr,  invited  him,  with  one  of  the  members  of  the  tribe  of  Kuraish, 
to  visit  Alexandria,  where  the  two  Arabs  were  much  struck  by  llie  wealth  and 
magnificence  of  the  capital  of  Roman  Egypt.  See  As-Sujuti,  Husti  al-Mufyddarah, 
i.p,oi;  Al-MakrizJ,  A'MiT/,  i.  p.  ioa;  Ibn  al-Athir,  iii.  p.  w;  Abli  '1-Mahisin, 
i.  p.  1 . 

The  words  of  Al-Makrtzf,  quoting  from  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam,  are  : 
iJji-J  !_*--  jj^  \^  U  i^a   L5l_,j  L^  '-if'i  /^  ^"^  j  t^-i   JJ  jij*c  ij'Sj 

'  'Amr  had  visited  Egypt  during  the  days  of  ignorance,  and  knew  the  roads  leading 
thither,  and  had  seen  the  wealth  of  the  country;  and  the  cause  of  his  visit 
to  Egypt  was  that  he  travelled  to  Jerusalem  for  purposes  of  trade,  with  some 
members  of  the  tribe  of  Kuraish,'  &c. 

12 
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§  I  found  it  stated  in  the  History  of  the  Church  that  the  Muslims 
entered  Egypt  and  took  possession  of  it  in  the  month  of  Ba'finah,  in 
the  year  331  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs^ 

§  The  number  of  those  that  were  slain  in  the  conquest  of  Egypt, 
without  reckoning  those  that  were  killed  during  the  siege,  was  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  I 

§  The  places  named  after  the  Arab  tribes,  who  laid  them  out  at  the 
time  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  in  Muharram  of  the  year  20  of  the 
Hegira,  were  [the  streets  or  quarters  named  after^]  Muharrah  ibii 
Haidan  ibn  'Amr  ibn  al-Haf  ibn  Kuda'ah;  Tajib  Umm  'Adt;  Lakhm 


'  Our  author  does  not  seem  to  have  copied  his  authority  very  accurately  here 
as  regards  the  dale.  The  passage  in  the  life  of  the  patriarch  Benjamin  runs  as 
follows  : 

'  The  king  [i.  e.  caliph]  of  the  Muslims  sent  an  expedition,  under  one  of  hts  trusted 
friends  named  'Amr  ibn  aI-*Asi,  in  the  year  357  of  Diocletian  the  slayer  of  ihe 
marijTs;  and  the  army  of  Islam  invaded  Egypt  in  great  force  on  the  12th  day  of 
lia'flnah,  [that  is  to  say]  in  the  Roman  month  of  December.'  (Brit.  Mus,  I\rS. 
Or.  z6,ioo,  p.  105,  lines  7-10.) 

Cf.  Renaudot,  //«/.  Pa/r.  p.  162. 

Ba'flnah  does  not  correspond  to  December,  but  to  May  26-June  24. 

It  is  well  known  tliat  the  so-called  Era  of  the  Martyrs  really  begins  with  ihe 
accession  of  Diocletian,  a.  d.  284  (Aug.  29),  and  was  originally  employed  by 
heathens  as  well  as  Christians. 

'  Al-Kindi  makes  the  number  of  slain  only  3,500;  see  Al-MakrJzi,  Kkilai, 
i.  p.  rlF. 

'  This  passage  seems  to  be  somewhat  corrupt.  Perhaps  the  copyist  did 
not  understand  it.  It  is  doubtless  borrowed  from  Al-Kindi's  Khital  Mi^r. 
Al-Makrtzi  says: 

i>WI   >■   jy>   (iHr-J   cs^'   g^-^  d'-   %^  ^^   ^  i^   Jj*   ^'j^'   J  V*^ 
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and  Judliam,  the  two  sons  of  'Adl  ibn  Murrah;  RSshidah  ibn  JazJlah 

ibn  Lakhm  ;  the  Bani  i-MaghSfir  ibn  Ya'far ;  the  Band  W4'il ;  (names 

were  given  to  the  KhallJ  and  Al-Kantarah  and  the  Quarter');  Habtb 

ibn  Mughaffal,  who   dwelt  in  the  Wadl   Habib^;    the  Karflfah^;    the  Pol.2ab 

Bana  Hajas  ibn  Yflsuf  ibn  Wa  il ;  Al-Malik  Abu  '1-Khair  ibn  Sharahil ; 


'  When  'Amr  relumed  from  Alexandria  and  settled  at  the  place  where  his  tent 
(fustat)  had  been  pitched,  the  tribes  assembled  together  and  divided  the  place 
between  them.  Then  "Amr  appointed  as  stewards  of  the  quarters  Mu'iwiyah  ibn 
Khadij  of  the  tribe  of  Tajib,  and  Sharlk  ibn  Simi  of  the  tribe  of  Ghattf,  and  'Amr 
ibn  Kahzam  of  the  tribe  of  Kh61an,  and  Haiwil  ibn  Nashirah  of  the  tribe  of 
Ma^hafir ;  and  it  was  these  men  who  appointed  settlements  for  the  Arabs  and 
divided  the  place  among  the  tribes;  and  this  was  in  the  year  21.'  {Khifat,  i. 
p.  r,..) 

The  names  of  the  Arab  tribes  here  furnished  by  our  author  as  those  which 
laid  out  the  different  quarters  of  Al-Fust^t,  and  gave  their  names  to  them,  are 
also  found  in  Al-Makrizt  {tbid^  and  Ibn  DukmSk,  iv.  p.  1  f,  with  the  addition 
of  others. 

'  This  passage  seems  to  be  corrupt. 

*  Habib  was  one  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet,  shared  in  his  flight,  and  took 
part  in  the  conquest  of  Mecca.  Under  the  caliph  'UthraSn,  he  retired  into  the 
Nitrian  valley,  which  was  therefore  named  after  him.  WSdi  Hablb  is  the  most 
usual  of  the  names  given  by  the  Arabs  to  the  Nitrian  valley  (see  fol.  ao  a),  which 
they  also  called  Wadi  Natrfln,  Wadt  '1-MuIflk,  Desert  of  Asktt  (2«ic.fl.t,  Scaetis), 
Desert  of  Shihat  and  MizSn  al-Kulflb  (Balance  of  Hearts).  Of  the  last  two  names 
the  former  is  simply  the  Coptic  Shihit  (cyig,HT),  from  which  SKiodw  and  Askit 
are  derived,  and  the  latter  is  an  Arabic  translation  of  the  two  elements  of  which 
the  Coptic  name  appeared  lo  be  composed,  namely  tyi, '  measure,'  'weigh,'  and 
g^KT,  'heart.'     See  Al-Makrizi,  Khitat,  i.  p.  iai  ;  As-Suyflt5,  i.  p.  in  . 

^  This  is  said  to  be  the  name  of  the  tribe  which  settled  on  the  plot  of  ground 
to  the  north-west  of  Al-Fusfc5t  which  afterwards  became  the  great  cemetery  of 
Al-Karafah;  but  another  account  of  the  origin  of  the  name  'Kardfah'  is  given  on 
fol.  42  a.     See  Yakilt,  Geogr.  Wort,  iv,  p.  i=a  . 
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Warden  the  Roman i,  the  friend  of  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi;  Shaja'ah  ibn 
MandaghSn  ibn  Malik  ibn  Ka'b  ibn  al-HJirith  ibn  Ka'b.  The  market- 
place of  Barbar^  was  named  after  Barbar  ibn  Abi  Habib.  The  street 
of  Al-Khadiji  was  the  settlement  of  'Abd  ar-Rahman  ibn  Mii'Swiyah 
ibn  Khadij  ibn  Hajar,  emir  of  Egypt^  in  the  caliphate  of  'Abd  Allah  ibn 
az-2ubair*  at  Mecca  and  of  Marivan'^  in  Syria. 

§  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi  ibn  'AdI  is  described  as  being  dark  and  short, 
with  a  large  head  and  prominent  brows,  wide-mouthed,  with  a  long 
beard,  broad-shouldered  and  broad-chested ^  He  died  in  the  year 
43  ;  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Mukattam'  hills,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Ravine,  on  the  road  towards  the  Hedjaz. 


'  WardSn  is  said  to  have  been  an  Armenian.  Under  the  caliph  Mu'awij-ah, 
he  was  the  director  of  the  tribute  of  Egypt ;  and  he  was  killed  at  Alexandria  in 
A,  H.  53,  The  market-place  of  Wardan  at  Al-FustSt  was  named  after  him.  See 
YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  mi'. 

"  In  A!-Fust5t;  see  Yakfjt,  (Jcn^r.  Wort.m.-^.  iir. 

'  From  Sha'ban  a.h.  64=a.d.  684  to  Rajab  a.  h.  65;  he  succeeded  Sa'id 
ibn  Yazid.  AI-IMakrJzf  calls  him  "Abd  ar-Rahman  ibn  'Utbah  ibn  Jahdam.  See 
Khitat,\.  p.  r.i  f. 

'  'Abd  Allah  was  the  eighth  caliph,  but  was  not  recognized  in  Syria  and  only 
by  a  party  in  Egypt.  He  reigned  128  days,  during  the  latter  part  of  a.  h.  64  and  the 
eadier  part  of  a.h.  63.  In  the  month  of  JumSdS  '1-Ula,  a.h.  65,  the  Omeyyad 
caliph  MarwSn  invaded  Egypt,  and  fought  with  'Abd  Allah  and  his  emir  "Abd  ar- 
Rahman,  whom  he  defeated  and  slew,  so  that  the  Omeyyad  dynasty  was  established 
throughout  the  Mahometan  world.  See  Al-Makfn,  Ta'rtkh  al-Mudmiin,  ad  ann. 
64  and  65;  Abfl  'i-Faraj  (ed.  Pococke),  pp.  194-8;  Abfl  'l-FidS,  Annaks,  i.  p.4oafr.; 
Al-Makriz!,  i.  p.  r.  1  f  ;  As-Suyflt?,  Husn  al-Muhddarah,  ii.  p.  a. 

'  Son  of  Al-Hakam,  and  fourth  of  the  Omeyyad  caliphs ;  reigned  from  a.  h.  64 
=  A.D.  684  tOA.K.  66  =  A.n.  686.  See  Abii 'l-Faraj,  p.197  f. ;  Abfl'l-Fida,.^n«a/«, 
i.p.404ff.;  Al-Mak!n,  ad  ann.  64-66;  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  r.  1  f ;  As-SuyQti,  ii.  p.  ^. 

"  This  description  is  taken  from  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam.  See  An-Nawawi,  Kiidb 
Tahdhib  al-Asmd  (ed.  Wiistenfeld),  p.  i'va  ff. 

'  The  well-known  hiUs  fo  the  east  of  Al-Fustdt  and  Cairo,  about  which  many 
legends  were  told  by  the  Arabs  ;  see  Al-Makrizi,  khi{aU  i.  p.  1  rr . 
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King  AftMs. 

5  I  found  it  written  In  the  history  of  Mahbub'  ibn  Kustantin  Al- 

Manbaji  (now  the  city  of  Manbaj^  is  also  called   the  ancient  City  of 

the  Priests,  and  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates),  in  the  first  part,  that 

a  king  named  Aftiitis^,  in  the  time  of  Isaac  son  of  Abraham,  was  the 


^  Olherwise  called  Agapius  (jjy^,Ui\)  ;  see  Introduction. 

^  The  Syriac  Mdhflg  (.,jas|.as ,  see  Assemani,  Bib.  Or.  ii.  p.  22;  cf  '  Mabog,' 
Plin),  H  N  y  19),  and  the  Greek  Hierapolis,  in  northern  Syria,  to  the  east 
of  Antioch  and  not  far  from  the  right  or  western  bank  of  the  Euphrates.  It  is 
now  called  RLnbij  or  Benbij,  and  by  the  Turks  Kara  Bambiij  or  Bugfik  Manbej, 
but  lb  m  a  rumed  state  In  the  time  of  our  author  it  was  a  flourishing  city  and 
renowned  for  its  salubrious  climate  (\ikflt,  Geogr.  Wort,  ad  voc.)  Eutychius 
incorrectlj  identifies  it  with  Ts\es,tAAo  {Annaks,  i.  p.  242).  '  The  City  of  the  Priests' 
(jjlJSJl  iaJ-«)  is  a  translation  of  the  Syriac  name  of  the  place,  Ijms  ^a<^  or 
jHojota  M**^,  which  the  Greeks  converted  into  Hierapolis.  This  parenthetical 
passage  of  our  author  is  based  upon  the  words  of  Mahbfib,  son  of  Constantine, 
himself: 

ii)|^1   ^Lli   jjc  jUja*   ^j    _:^l   ij"yi^    '■•-la^    ^.  iXlll   ^jr^  viUiJ    ^J^11  islJj   j 
ij-r^     LSJJ'     [sicj    ,j-Jjlj_^,\     i;jjJ,l     (»))j     O-v-j    y^j    ^^fs*!-"   y'^^    (j^    ij-J^    i.:1a»1S1j 

'  At  that  time  [i,  e.  the  period  of  Jacob]  the  queen  Semiramis  built  a  great  temple 
to  Kuyfis  the  idol  in  a  city  on  the  bank  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  she  appointed 
seventy  men  priests  to  Kuyiis.  The  name  of  this  city  was  Hierapolis,  the  interpre- 
tation of  which  is  "  City  of  the  Priests,"  and  it  is  the  ancient  city  of  Manbaj.' 
(Bodleian  MS.  Hunt  4,178,  foi.  70  a.) 

If  it  may  be  conjectured  that  KubbGs  {,^J^)  is  the  correct  reading  instead 
of  Kuyfls,  the  statue  referred  to  may  be  that  of  Kombabos,  of  which  we  hear 
in  the  treatise  De  Dea  Syra  ascribed  to  Lucian,  that  it  stood  in  the  temple  of  the 
great  goddess  in  whose  honour  the  temple  of  Hierapolis  was  actually  erected. 
Agapius  accepts  the  tradition  mentioned  in  the  same  treatise  that  Semiramis  was 
the  founder  of  the  temple. 

'  This  name  appears  as  Utts  on  fol.  57  a  and  b,  but  is  more  often  found  in 
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first  who  discovered  books  and  sciences  and  astronomy  and  arithmetic. 
He  studied  the  latter  in  the  books  of  the  Chaldaeans  and  people  of  the 
East,  and  introduced  them  into  Egypt,  besides  magic  and  the  art  of 
1  conjuring.  At  the  same  time,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  built ;  and 
Babylon'  also  was  built  upon  the  river  Nile.  This  king,  mentioned 
above,  reigned  for  thirty-two  years. 


Revenues  of  Egypt. 

§  Under  the  administration  of  Joseph,  son  of  Jacob,  the  land-tax 
of  Egypt,  after  the  country  began  to  flourish  through  his  enterprise, 
reached  the  sum  of  twenty-four  million  six  hundred  thousand  dinars^. 
The  Pharaoh  of  the  time  of  Moses  drew  a  revenue  of  ninety  millions 
of  dinars;  his  name  was  Al-Walid  ibn  Mus'ab^j  and  he  dug,  by  the 


the  shortened  form  Tfitts  ((j_Jyt),  the  name  of  a  king  whom  Al-Makrizt  calls  the 
son  of  Maliya,  son  of  KharabS ;  see  Khiiat,  i.  p.  i  f . ;  As-Suyiitt  {Husn  al-Muhd- 
darah,  i.  p.  r  i )  calls  TQtis  the  son  of  MalijS,  son  of  Kalkan,  son  of  Khartaba. 

'  For  a  different  account  of  the  foundation  of  the  Egyptian  Babylon,  see 
fol.  60  b.  The  generally  accepled  story  of  its  origin  is  given  by  Strabo,  Geogr. 
xvii.  cap.  I,  §30,  and  Diodorus,  i.  cap.  56,  §  3  ;  cf.  Josephus,  Ant.Jud.  \\.  15.  The 
recently- discovered  tablets  from  Tall  al-Amarna  show  that  intimate  relations  existed 
between  Egypt  and  Babylon  on  the  Euphrates,  at  least  1,500  years  before  our 
era.    (A.  J.  B.) 

^  Al-Makrizt  says  97,000,000  dinars,  and  adds  that  according  to  the  compu- 
tation of  Ibn  Dahyah  90,000,000  Pharaotiic  dinars  were  equivalent  to  270,000,000 
dinars  of  his  own  time.  Ash-Sharif  al-Harr4ni  says  that  from  a  Sahidic  list 
translated  into  Arabic  he  found  that  the  revenues  of  Egypt  in  the  time  of  Joseph 
amounted  to  24,400,000  dinars,  thus  nearly  agreeing  with  our  author.  The 
same  figures  are  given  by  Al-Hasan  ibn  'All  al-Asad!.  See  Al-Makrtzl,  Khi^aU 
i.  p,  vo. 

■^  This  is  the  name  commonly  given  by  Arab  writers  to  the  Pharaoh  of  the 
time  of  Moses;  see  Al-Mas'fld!,  ii.p.  397  f.;  An-Nawawi,  TakdMbal-Asmd,\,.e. . ; 
Al-Makrizi,  Khila},  i.  p.  iFr ;  As-Suyflti,  I/usn  al-MuMdarah,  \.  p.  re .  Oiher 
names,  however,  are  mentioned  by  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam. 
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agency  of  his  officers  KirCin  and  Himein',  the  canal  of  Sardus^  which 
has  more  windings  than  any  other. 

The  Romans  derived  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions  of  dinars^  from 
Egypt.  The  country  was  placed  by  HeracHus  under  the  government 
of  George,  son  of  Mcnnas,  the  Mukaukis^,  on  condition  of  receiving 


'  Haman,  the  minister  of  Pharaoh,  is  mentioned  in  the  Koran,  Surai  al-Khag, 
V.  5  and  7 ;  al-Ankab&l,  v.  38 ;  al-Mu'mm,  v.  25  and  38 ;  and  (Kirfln)  Korah  in 
al-Khas,  V.  76 ;  al-'AnkaMl,  v.  38  ;  and  al-Mu'min,  v.  25.  Korah  is  represented 
ill  the  Koran,  following  the  Talmud,  as  a  man  of  immense  wealth,  and  insolent 
towards  his  fellow-countrymen. 

"^  Our  author  is  doubtless  borrowing  from  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam,  who  says  that 
Haman  was  commanded  by  Pharaoh  to  dig  this  canal,  and  that  the  people  of  the 
villages  in  whose  neighbourhood  it  was  to  run  offered  him  money  if  he  would 
allow  the  canal  to  be  brought  close  to  them,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  its 
making  many  turnings;  see  Al-Makr!zJ,  Kkita{,  i.  p.  v.  f. ;  As-Suyfltt,  i.  p.  ro, 
Quatremfere  identified  the  so-called  canai  of  Sardfls  with  the  ancient  Tanitic 
branch  of  the  Nile,  now  named  the  Eahr  Mu'izz  {M^m.  i.  301). 

'  It  is  impossible  to  conjecture  on  what  these  figures  are  based.  Very  pro- 
bably the  population  was  about  eight  millions,  and  there  is  nothing  improbable 
in  the  statement  of  Abfl  ^alih,  which  would  give  2^  dinars  per  head,  or  £1  5^.  ad. 
of  our  money.  But  the  Roman  revenues  were  in  kind  as  well  as  in  money- 
Herodotus  (iii.  91)  makes  the  revenue  from  Egypt  and  parts  adjoining,  including 
Barca  and  Cyrene,  700  talents  of  silver,  without  counting  the  income  from 
the  fishery  of  Lake  Moeris,  and  700  talents  in  coined  money.  St.  Jerome,  on 
Daniel  xi.  5,  says  that  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  derived  from  the  countries  under  his 
sway  14,800  Egyptian  talents,  besides  7,000,000  bushels  of  com.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  Lagide  dynasty,  the  revenue  of  Auletes  was  6,000  talents,  though  Cicero 
puts  the  amount  at  12,500;  but  even  this  would  be  only  about  £2,250,000  as 
against  Abfl  SSIib's  £10,000,000.  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  the  amount  of  corn 
sent  by  Egypt  to  Rome  was  nearly  3,000,000  quarters  per  annum,  and  if  the  value 
of  this  were  included,  a  near  approach  would  be  made  to  Abii  Salih's  figures. 
See  'Abd  Allah  Simaika's  Province  Romaine  d'Agypte,  p.  1 29  seq.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  position,  name,  and  title  of  this  official,  which  have  so  long  been 
a  problem  to  Arabists,  seem  to  have  been  settled  as  far  as  possible  by 
Prof  De  Goeje  in  his  memoir  De  Mohaukis  van  Egypk,  and  by  Prof.  Karabacek 
m  [11.7.] 
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a  sum  of  eighteen  millions  of  dinars  yearly.  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi  drew, 
in  the  year  20  of  the  Hcgira,  one  million  of  dinars;  but  in  the  year 
33,  twelve  millions.  Under  the  Abbasides,  when  Egypt  was  adminis- 
tered by  Ahmad  ibn  Tfllun,  it  produced  five  millions ;  and,  when 
administered  by  Ya'kub  ibn  Yusuf,  four  millions ;  and  it  finally  went 
down  to  three  millions'. 

§  A  survey  of  the  provinces  of  Egypt,  so  far  as  the  Nile  waters 
then),  was  made  in  the  days  of  Hisham^  ibn  'Abd  al-Malik,  and  their 
extent  found  to  be  thirty  millions  of  feddfins^  The  annual  revenue 
also  of  Egypt  and  its  dependencies,  during  the  government  of  Kafur 


in  his  article  Der  Mokaukis  von  AegypUn  in  the  Mittheilungen  aus  der  Sammlung 
tier  Papyrus  Erzherzog  Raiiier,\o\.\.pp.  i-ii.  The  latter  authority  concludes  that 
the  full  designation  of  the  Mukaujjis  was  probably  Georgios  son  of  Menas  (Mennas) 
Parkabios,  according  to  the  Coptic  custom  of  double  names,  thus  explaining  the 
name  Farkab  (i_pv  for  \^a)  given  to  his  father  by  Yaltfit,  Al-Makr!zt,  and 
As-Suyfiti ;  and  that  his  office  was  probably  that  of  Pagarch,  which  corresponded 
to  the  more  ancient  office  of  Nomarch,  with,  perhaps,  the  post  of  Strategos 
held  in  addition.  S/ra/egos  is  found  in  the  papyri  translated  into  Arabic  by 
^jy!!^  Jilc  or  ijiXl  t-^la,  and  Pagarchos  by  -lyil  J..lc  or  simply  J.lc;  and 
Eutychius  calls  the  Mukaokis  ^l_^  ^  J.«'*,  while  As-Suj'fltt  says  that  he  was 
chief  military  officer  as  well  as  superintendent  of  the  taxes.  The  term  Mukaukis 
itself  is  believed  by  Prof.  Karabatek  to  be  the  Greek  ^fyou;(^j  {v.  Aeschylus, 
Persae,  641),  an  honorary  epithet  which  would  be  analogous  to  fityaXon-pCT.Warot, 
(VBo^oTciToi  and  eiiiXeeo-raTor,  found  m  papjTi  of  the  time  of  the  Mahometan  con- 
quest and  later  as  applied  to  the  Pagari,hs      (A.  J.  E.) 

'  Cf.  Al-Makrlz!,  Khitat,  1  p   rii 

'  The  tenth  of  the  Omeyyad  caUphs;  reigned  from  a.h.  io5=a.d.  724  to 

A.H.    I25r^A.D.   744. 

'  Taking  the  feddSn  as  equivalent  to  an  Englisii  acre,  wiiich  it  slightly 
exceeds,  it  is  difficult  lo  understand  this  estimate.  '  The  area  of  the  cultivable 
tract  of  Egypt,  which  has  remained  unaltered  since  the  remotest  antiquity, 
is  about  11,342  square  miles'  (Baedeker).  At  63Z  acres  to  the  square  mile 
this  gives  7,168,144  acres  or  considerably  less  than  one-third  of  our  author's 
estimate.  The  statistics  of  revenue  in  the  remainder  of  this  paragraph  are  credible 
enough.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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al-Ust4dh  al-Ikhshidi,  was  added  up,  so  far  as  it  could  be  estimated, 
together  with  all  the  expenses,  and  it  amounted  to  three  million  two 
hundred  thousand  and  more  than  seventy  thousand  dinars ;  but  the 
expenditure  exceeded  the  revenue  by  two  hundred  thousand  dinars.  Fol.  23  b 
In  the  year  162  (a,d.  779},  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mahdt  ibn  al-MangOr*, 
the  Abbasidc,  the  revenue  of  Egypt  was  estimated  at  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dinars. 

Nebuchadneszar. 

§  Nebuchadnezzar^,  the  satrap  of  the  east,  invaded  Egypt,  and 
ruthlessly  pillaged  the  country  for  booty.  Belteshazzar^  however,  his 
son,  restored  Egypt  after  its  devastation,  which  lasted  forty  years*;  and 
the  first  district  which  he  restored  in  the  country  was  that  of  Al- 
Ushmunain ''. 


'  The  third  of  ihe  Abbaiide  caliphs;  reigned  at  Bagdad  from  a.  h.  158 = a.  d, 

775  to  A.H.   l69  =  A.D,  786. 

°  A  very  distinct  tradition  has  been  preserved  in  Egypt  of  its  invasion  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  spoken  of  by  Jeremiah  (xliii.  16  ff.  and  xlvi.  13  ff.)  and  by 
Ezckiel  (xxix.  19).  See  As-Sujflti,  i.  p.  n  f , ;  Al-Makrtzi,  i.  p.  r^i,  &c. ; 
Eutychius,  i.  p.  253.  It  is  well  known  that  there  exist  fragments  of  a  cuneiform 
inscription  of  the  date  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  which  contained  an  account  of  his 
invasion  of  Egypt ;  see  Schrader,  Keilimchrifllkhe  BiMio/hek,  iii.  pt,  2,  p.  1 40  f 

'  Belshazzar.  Eutychius  writes  the  name^^bli;  At-Tabarl^^ii,iiLi. ,  and  Ibn 
Khaldiln^;.-.b . 

*  This  number  seems  to  arise  from  a  confusion  with  the  true  number  of  years 
in  Nebuchadnezzar's  reign,  viz.  forty-three  years  according  to  Berosus,  the  Canon 
of  Ptolemy,  and  the  Babylonian  contracts;  see  Strassmaier,  Bahyhnische  Texie: 
Imchriflen  von  Nabuchodonosor. 

*  The  classical  Hermopolis  or  Mercuiii  Oppidum,  and  the  Coptic  cyJULOflt, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Nile  between  Munyah  and  Manfalflt.  It  is  now  in  the 
district  of  Raudah  in  the  province  of  Usyut,  and  in  1885  had  2,312  inhabitants ; 
but  it  has  much  declined  from  its  ancient  importance.  See  Yakllt,  Geogr.  Wsrl. 
i.  p.  TAr;  AUdrtsl  (ed.  Rome)  [p.47];  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  rm;  Am^lineau,  G^ogr. 
p.  167  ff. 
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The  Patriarch  Demetrius. 
§  The  first  who  appointed  bishops  for  the  land  of  Egypt  and  its 
provinces  was  Demetrius',  the  twelfth  patriarch. 


Restoration  of  Churches  of  Al-Fusldt. 

§  The   history  of  the  church,  in   the   biography  of  Anba*  Mark 
the  Younger,  the  forty-ninth   patriarch,  testifies  that   the  churches  of 


'  This  statement  is  borrowed  by  our  author  from  Eutychius  : 
<sijja>,  ^j.yj:~^A  ^  J  i>jxSLj\  <^j_),i  j~:J\  ^j.  iJ-'  <Ji^\  LjUd.  ii-  ^ 

'  From  ihe  time  of  Ananias  (AnnJanus),  who  was  appointed  patriarch  of  Alexandria 
by  Mark  the  Evangelist,  until  Demetrius  the  eleventh  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  there 
were  no  bishops  in  Egypt,  and  the  predecessors  of  the  last-named  patriarch 
appointed  none.  But  when  Demetrius  became  patriarch,  he  appointed  three 
bishops,  and  he  was  the  first  patriarch  of  Alexandria  who  made  bishops.  When 
he  died,  Heraciius  was  constituted  patriavch  of  Alexandria  after  him,  and  appointed 
twenty  bishops.'     {Annales,  ii.  p.  330.) 

The  assertion  of  Eutychius  is  contradicted  by  the  patriaichal  history  of  Severus 
of  Al-Ushm1\nain,  which  not  only  states  that  St.  Mark  himself  consecrated  Annianus 
{(j_i^  Ljl)  bishop  of  Alexandria,  and  left  him  there  in  that  capacity  during  his 
sojourn  in  Pentapolis,  but  also  mentions  bishops  in  Egypt,  other  than  the  patriarch, 
in  the  lives  of  Avilius  (i^LL)  the  third  patriarch,  of  Celadion  {f^^\:,%)  the  ninth, 
and  of  Julian  (^jiU_jj)the  eleventh;  see  Brit.  Mus.  MS.  C?a.  26,100,  p.  21,  line  18; 
p.  24,  line  5;  p.  25,  hnes  9  and  19.  I  use  the  word  'patriarch'  here  as  being 
that  employed  by  Severus. 

'  Occupied  the  see  from  A.n.  799  to  819  (?).  See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair. 
pp.  246-266.  This  date  of  the  restoration  of  the  churclies  corresponds  closely 
enough  with  my  estimate  of  the  date  of,  e.g.  the  church  of  Ab1\  Sirjah  in  the 
Roman  fortress  at  Al-Fustit;  see  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  181.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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Fustat  Misr  were  rebuilt,  and  that  their  restoration  was  commanded, 
under    the   superintendence   of   that   patriarch^,   after   they   had   been 


'  Our  author  is  referring  to  the  following  passage  in  the  life  of  the  patriarch 
Mark  in  Severus'  collection  : 

Jl  d>Jl  Jlc  ilJ^U  u'^  ^J   t:?.'-^   jyi   S^   ^^  _>   li  oijll   li*  J  ^1  ijU.. 

(***^  ^jiii  ji  (j—^'j  isU  oJs  js  Si's  i-j=u»j  1-is.ij  saijj  w^  (j=^  lUc  -lj  jyi 

(Jj-a:    i--ii*    Ijjli    U^li    ia-U-     (^    dJ    jj^    Lj^    ,jl"j     iij-U.     |_ja    yjlai     J)    e^olja. 

J  ^J\  J»  alllkLj  daij  J  J^j  eUU  JoW.  i^l  ^  -Mi.  i^^Ul  iJ  JW  dJ  ^ 
^_  UU  U  jl  i^kJlU.  Jl  ^_j\,  ^Ij  ,j3^1  Jc  J,  ^1^=.  Vj  JU  Jc  lalj^  yj? 
u^  LO^'  J==  c/*  "^  ^J  V^-'*  "^J^  (.J^^f-"  Jl  is^lr-j  J^  W?  |J^'  f-^  JS 

»JS    J    ^1    J^    ISU  ^llli    (fitllll    ^Ji^   Ife*    i>J    Wj^.    W    j.^iil>    jl    W   «)^,V    U); 

'  When  they  understood  the  discourse  of  the  wait,  and  his  care  for  the  affairs  of 
the  churches,  Aiiba  Michael,  bishop  of  IVlisr,  said :  Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  take 
measures  for  the  restoration  of  the  churches,  since  it  is  evident  that  the  w3h  bears 
an  affeclion  towards  the  Cliristians.  Next  day,  therefore,  the  patriarch  returned 
to  the  wall,  vho  saluted  him,  and  showed  respect  to  him,  and  honoured  him,  and 
raised  him  from  the  ground,  and  made  him  sit  beside  him,  and  discoursed  with 
1  im  saying  I  told  ihee  yesterday  that  I  would  perform  whatever  thou  requires!, 
but  thou  hast  asked  nothing  of  me ;  now,  therefore,  mention  to  me  whatever  thou  . 
needest  atii  it  hall  be  done  because  of  my  love  for  ihee.  So  the  patriarch 
answered  with  soft  \-ords:  Iifay  the  Lord  preserve  thy  days  and  increase  thy 
di^n  t)  ail  authority  1  Thou  knowest  that  thy  servant  has  not  been  set  as  ruler 
over  revenues  and  taxes,  but  over  souls  and  churches  ;  and  I  beseecli  thy  greatness 
— fcr  we  have  here  churches,  some  of  which  have  been  destroyed  by  the  un- 
righteous one  before  thy  coming  to  Egypt,  therefore  the  Lord  destroyed  his 
hjuses  and  cut  off  his  life  from  the  face  of  the  earth— but  if  it  seems  good  to 
thee  to  command  u^  to  rebuild  these  churches,  so  that  we  may  pray  in  them  and 
intercede  t  r  thj  greatness,  the  matter  rests  with  thee.  Then  God  quickly  put 
It  into  th  h  art  of  the  wait  that  he  should  order  the  restoration  of  those  churches ; 
an  1  all  the  cl  urches  11  Fustat  Misr  were  rebuili.'  (Bib.  Nat.  Paris  MS.  Anc.  Fonds 
iribe  1^9  p   311    i    ij-p.  212,  1.  1.) 
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destroyed   in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  John',  the  forty-eighth  in  the 
succession. 

§  The  city  of  Misr,  outside  which  is  Madinat  ash-Shams^  was 
founded  by  Mizraim,  the  son  of  Canaan,  the  son  of  Ham,  the  son  of 
Noah,  the  son  of  Lamech  the  Blind,  and  it  was  called  after  the  name 
of  the  king  of  the  Egyptians,  Mizraim.  Beyond  Egypt  is  the  district 
between  the  two  rocks,  beyond  AI-'Arish. 


Churches  of  Al-Fustat. 

The  first  church  built  In  Fustat  Misr  was  that  which  is  beyond 
Al-I<!antarah^ ;  it  was  built  in  the  time  of  Maslamah  ibn  Mukhallad 
al-Ansari^  The  name  of  Misr  in  Greek  isjibi^;  and  in  Prankish  Roman'' 
it  is  Babylon  Ihe  Fortress.     The  church  above  mentioned  was   in   the 


'  Occupied  the  ?ee  a.d.  775-799  ;  see  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  pp.  241-246. 
Tlie  deslruclion  of  some  of  the  churches  ofAl-Fus.tat  in  his  time  is  mentioned 
in  Bib.  Nat.  MS.  Am.  Fonds  Arabe  139,  p.  207,  1.  20, 

^  Or  'Ain  Shams:  the  Coptic  uun  or  nGTi^pH,  the  Hebrew  On  (jiK) 
or  Beth  Shemesh  {B^E"  IT3  Jer.  xliii.  13),  the  classical  Heliopolis,  a  few  miles 
to  the  north  of  modern  Cairo.  The  only  remaining  vestige  of  the  famous  city 
is  the  obelisk  which  stands  near  the  village  of  Matarjyah.  See  Al-Makrizi,  i.  p.  r  1 ; 
Yaklit,  Geogr.  WOrf.  i.  p.  1 1 1 ;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  287. 

'  Literally,  '  The  Bridge  '  or  'Arch  :'  a  suburb  of  Al-Fustat,  also  called  Al- 
Hamri  al-WustS  (fol.  29  b) ;  see  AI-Makrizi. 

'  The  well-known  '  Companion' of  the  Prophet;  he  governed  Egypt,  under 
the  caliphs  Mu'dwiyah  and  YazW,  from  a,  h.  47  =  a.d.  668  to  a.h.  62  =  a.  d.  682; 
see  Al-Makriz!,  Khilat,  i.  p.  r- 1 ;  As-Suyiiti  (ii.  p.  y)  names  this  first  church. 

'  Evidently  an  apocopated  form  of  Aiyvimn,  and  therefore  a  formation  analogous 
to  Kib{  (Copts).  As  the  Egyptians  give  the  hard  pronunciation  to  the  _,  they 
would  sound  the  word  Gfiibt.  The  Greek  y  becomes  _  in  Arabic  in  the  words 
Jirjis  for  Tfapymt,  Sirjak  for  S,ipy%os,jagkr^/tyd  for  yntypaipia,  and  many  others. 

"  I.  e.  the  lingua  Franca.  Babj-lon,  as  the  name  of  FustSt,  or  Fustat  and 
Cairo  together,  was  widely  employed  in  Europe  at  the  time  of  our  author  and 
later;  see  Mandeville's  travels,  edition  of  London,  1568,  fol.  ciiii  verso:  'And 
who  so  wyll  go  through  the  land  of  Babylon  wlier  the  Soudan  dwelleih  .  .  .  hec 
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quarter,  between  Cairo  and  Misr^,  running  from  the  church  of  Saint 
George,  called  Al-HamrS.  The  church  was  in  the  middle  of  this  quarter, 
which  is  also  called  HArat  ar-Riim^  and  was  inhabited  by  Christians  and 
Abyssinian  monks  and  others.  When  the  quarter  was  demolished,  as 
the  others  also  were  demolished  outside  Misr,  and  the  houses  which  it 
contained  were  destroyed,  the  bricks  and  timber  were  carried  off  for 
other  buildings  in  Cairo.  A  few  ruined  houses,  however,  remained,  Fol.  24  a 
and  were  inhabited  by  the  men  of  MaimCln''. 

The  church  of  Saint  George,  called  Al-Hamr^,  had  fallen  into  ruin 
and  disorder ;  but  AI-Mu'alUm  Sarur  Al-JuIIal  undertook  to  improve  and 
renew  it  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustansir.  The  said  Al-jullal  was  full 
of  wealth  and  honours.  Thus  when  our  lord  AI-Mustansir  went  up  to 
the  mamarah  called  As-Sukkarah*  for  the  breaking  of  the  dam  of  the 


shall  goe  from  Gaza  .  .  .  and  from  thence  men  come  to  Babylone  and  to  Kayre ; 
and  in  Babylone  is  a  fayre  churche  of  our  lady  wlier  she  dwelled  vii  yere  whan 
she  was  oute  of  the  lande  of  Jewes,  for  dreade  of  kynge  Herode.  And  there 
Ijetb  the  body  of  Saynte  Barbare  vyrgyn,  and  there  dwelled  Joseph  whan  he  was 
solde  of  his  brethrene  .  .  .  There  dwelleth  the  Soudan,  for  there  is  a  faire  citie  and 
stronge  castell.'    Mandeville  is  said  to  have  (ravelled  early  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

The  Romaunce  of  the  Sowdone  of  Babyloyne,  published  by  the  Roxburghe 
Club  in  1854,  is  well  known.  Cf.  '  Saladino,  Soldano  di  Eabilonia '  in  Boccaccio, 
Dec,  Giorn.  x,  Nov.  9,  &c. 

'  Here  we  have  Misr  used  as  synonymous  with  Al-Fustat  or  FustSt  Misr,  and 
in  antithesis  to  Cairo,  which  was  nevertheless  sometimes  called  Misr  al-Kdhirah, 
and  is  now  called  Masr ;  the  remains  of  Al-Fustat  being  called  Old  Masr. 

"  '  Quarter  of  the  Romans;'  see  above,  fol.  6  a. 

^  Maimiin  al-Kasrt  was  an  officer  in  Saladin's  army ;  see  Ibn  al-Athtr,  xii. 
pp.lr,    1.1,  \0K. 

*  This  was  a  pavilion  erected  by  the  caliph  Al-'Azlz  (a,  d.  975-996),  on  the 
western  banli  of  the  canal  of  Cairo  near  the  Nile.  It  was  surrounded  by  a  garden. 
It  was  here  that  the  Fatimide  caliphs  witnessed  the  breaking  of  the  dam  of  the 
canal  at  the  time  of  the  high  Kile,  an  operation  which  was  conducted  then  as  now 
with  much  ceremony,  See  Al-Makrizrs  long  description  of  it  vn.KhHa{,  i.p,  fv,  ff. 
The  pavilion  seems  to  have  been  destroyed  in  the  twelfth  century  (ibid^.  See 
also  Ibn  Dukmak,  iv.  p.  1  r .  , 
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canaP  dug  by  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi,  emir  of  Egypt,  in  the  caliphate  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Faithful,  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattab,  the  Mu'alHm  Sarur 
al-JullM  offered  to  the  caliph  handsome  gifts,  consisting  of  dilTcrcnt 
kinds  of  food  and  drinks  and  sweetmeats,  and  prepared  for  him  many- 
kinds  of  fresh  fish  and  sugar  in  varied  forms;  and  the  caliph  accepted 
them  from  him,  and  gave  him  a  robe  of  honour,  and  granted  his  requests, 
and  sent  him  to  Al-Kuizum^,  which  is  a  fortress  built  to  protect  the  country 
on  the  side  of  the  Hedjaz ;  and  the  name  of  the  place  is  derived  from 
the  weaver's  cord,  with  which  a  garment  is  held  fast,  and  which  is  called 
kulzmn^.  Jauhar  al-Mu'izzl*  built  a  bridge^  over  that  canal,  leading  to 
Pol.  24ti  the  bank  of  Al-Maksam.  Here  is  the  watercourse  called  Al-Majnflnah^, 
Before  this  bridge,  there  was  a  bridge  which  was  destroyed  ;  but  traces 
of  it  are  left  on  the  east  side,  and  part  of  it  on  the  west  side,  below 
the  garden,  near  the  road  constructed  from  thence  to  Az-Zuhri,  for 
carrying  provisions  to  the  canal  which  runs  from  Cairo  to  Al-Kulzum,  that 
they  may  be  taken  thence  to  Mecca  and  Medina,  and  also  to  the  region 


'  The  famotjs  KhaUj  or  canal  of  Cairo,  sometimes  called  Khalij  Amir  al- 
Mu'minin,  or  'Canal  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful,*  after  'Umar,  the  first  who 
assumed  that  title.  It  runs  from  the  Nile  at  Al-Fustat  northwards  lo  Bastah 
(Zagazig),  whence  it  turned  eastwards  and  terminated  in  the  Red  Sea,  near 
Al-KuJaum.  Its  original  purpose  was  to  furnish  Mecca  and  Medina  with  provisions 
from  Egypt.  The  Khalij  now  only  serves  to  convey  water  to  the  city  of  Cairo, 
and  terminates  at  Matartyah,  near  the  site  of  'Ain  Shams  or  Ileliopolis.  In 
constructing  this  canal,  'Amr  had  only  to  avail  himself  of  and  render  navigable 
the  very  ancient  Amnis  Trajanus.  For  an  account  of  the  Khalij  in  Mahometan 
times,  see  Al-MakrM,  i.  p,  v  i  ;  Ibn  Dukmak,  iv.  p.  i  r .  . 

'  See  above,  fol.  19  b. 

'  Intended,  as  Prof.  Margoliouth  suggests,  for  a  transcription  of  the   Grcuk 

*  The  genera!  of  the  Fatimide  caliph  Al-Mu'izz,  who  conquered  Egypt  and 
founded  Cairo  in  a.  d.  969 ;  see  Introduction. 

'  A  complete  list  of  the  bridges  over  the  canal,  with  a  plan,  is  given  in 
C.  Niebuhr's  Voyage  en  Arable,  4to,  Amsterdam,  1776,  torn.  i.  p,  89.  See  al^o 
Al-Makrlz5,  Khilat,  ii.  p.  ifi  ff.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  Al-Makrizi  gives  this  name  to  a  canal  in  the  Fayyiim ;  see  Khiial,  i.  p.  re  1 . 
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of  Al-'Abbisah.  Our  lord  Al-Mustansir  was  crowned  with  the  jewelled 
turban  and  the  canopy  was  spread  over  him,  and  he  was  *  *  * '  sitting 
on  the  dais  of  state,  and  the  aforesaid  SarQr  came  out  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  the  caliph  saluted  him  ■,  and  Sarflr  wore  a  garment  of  Nasdft, 
and  a  turban  of  Sikilli,  bound  round  the  middle  with  a  band  of  DaMkt, 
interwoven  with  gold ;  and  he  was  summoned  by  name  on  both  occa- 
sions, when  he  went  up  [to  Al-Kulzum],  and  when  he  returned  to 
Cairo — I  mean  this  Mu'aUim  Sarur  al-Jullal. 

§  Sarilr  was  full  of  benevolence  and  virtue  and  usefulness  to  other 
men  :  to  each  according  to  his  needs.  For  himself  he  provided  a  tomb, 
roofed  with  a  cupola,  and  consisting  of  a  vault  under  ground,  contiguous 
to  the  apse^  of  the  church.  His  son,  Najah,  built  over  it  a  church, 
named  after  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  which  was  entirely  of  solid  timber, 
decorated  with  carving. 

§  The  church  of  John  the  Baptist  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh 
As-Sa'id  Abfl  '1-Fakhr,  father  of  An-Najib  Aba  '1-Barakat,  known  as 
Ibn  Sa'id ;  and  it  was  consecrated  in  the  month  of  Tilt^,  in  the  year  897 
of  the  Blameless  Martyrs  (a.D.  1180).  The  Shaikh  al-Wajih  Abfl  Fol.  i 
'1-Hasan  ibn  al-Amahhi  the  scribe,  provided  for  the  improvement  of 
the  churches  attached  to  the  Great  Church,  in  the  year  892  (a.d.  ii7(5) 
of  the  Blameless  Martyrs. 

§  The  building  lasted  until  the  time  of  Sh4war  as-Sa'dl  *,  vizier  in  the 
caliphate  of  Al-'Adid,  and  of  [the  invasion  of]  the  Ghuzz  and  the  Kurds^, 
who  came  with  Yusuf  SalSh  ad-Din  ibn  Ayydb,  the  Kurd,  who  became 
governor  of  Egypt,  and  was  called,  on  the  dirhems  and  dinars,  '  Partner 


'  Erasure  in  original. 

'  ^  is  here  correctly  written  ;  compare  jW  on  fol.  5  a. 
^  The  Coptic  ThSouih  (etUOY©)  =  Aug.  29-Sept.  27. 

'  Vizier  from  a.  h,  558 = a.  u.  ii6z  to  a,  h.  564= a.d.  1168  to  the  last  of  the 
Fatimide  caliphs,  Al-'Adid.     See  Introduction.     As-Sa'idt  is  incorrect. 

°  Here  the  copyist  has  correctly  written  jl^lj  ^^  instead  of  il^lH  jiJl  as  on 


where. 
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of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful ','  upon  the  invasion  of  the  king  of  the 
Franks,  on  account  of  the  victory  gained  over  them  during  the  year  559  ^ 
(a.D.  1164).  The  Ghuzz  and  the  Kurds  attacked  this  church,  with  the 
mob  of  Cairo,  and  it  was  burnt  with  fire*,  and  rased  to  the  ground  like 
the  other  churches,  in  the  month  of  JumSda  the  First  in  the  year  559 


'  Gold  dinars  of  a.  h.  57 1  have  the  following  inscription  : 

i.\i  dUl  >j  ^\  J=^  ^  -oJl  J*  ^fA^  4h  ^  u^.-^l  i>   =>J  jii  ^^j 

'In  the  name  of  God  the  compassionate  and  merciful,  This  dinar  was  struck 
at  Cairo  in  the  year  571.  There  is  no  deity  but  God  alone;  he  has  no  partner. 
Abfl  Muhammad  Al-Mustadi  bi-amri  'Hah  is  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  Mahomet 
is  the  AposLle  of  God,  who  sent  him  under  his  guidance  with  the  true  religion, 
that  he  might  reveal  it  abo\'e  all  religion,  even  if  the  polytheists  are  indignant 
thereat;  may  God  bless  him  and  his  fatnily  and  the  most  Victorious  Prince 
Yflsuf  ibn  Aj-yfib.'     (Poole,  Brit.  Mtis.  Cat.  of  Or.  Coins,  iv.  p.  63.} 

Silver  dirhems  of  Damascus,  a.  h.  573,  have  the  following  superscription: 
^Ul  (sUll    *Ul  Jj-j  a.*"  iJ*j   *ill  VI  dl  II  y~-p.l  ^   -Jll  ^l)    ,ji:J.l  j.Uill 

&c.  ^jjjI  ^.  i_»-yj  i^jJl)  LijJl  -^ 
'Al-ImSm  Al-Mustadl  bi-amri  'Hah,  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  There  is  no  deity 
but  God  alone.  Mahomet  is  the  Aposde  of  God.  Al-Malik  an-Nasir  Salali 
ad-DunyS  wad-D&i  Yflsuf  ibn  Ayyflb,  &c.'    {Ibid.) 

From  these  inscriptions  it  does  not  appear  that  Saladin  (Al-Malik  an-N§sir,  &c.) 
was  actually  called  '  Parmer'  of  the  caliph  al-Mustadt,  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  upon 
the  coins;  but  that  he  was  named  upon  them  as  if  he  were  his  partner. 

The  dirhem  was  a  silver  coin  about  forty-five  grains  in  weight. 

'  Amaury,  king  of  Jerusalem,  invaded  Egypt  in  a.  h.  559,  but  his  final  and 
ignominious  retreat  on  the  approach  of  Saladin  was  not  till  a.  h.  564. 

'  The  burning  of  Al-Fuitat  by  order  of  Shawar  is  several  limes  mentioned 
in  this  work ;  see  Introduction. 
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(a.d,  1 164).     Afterwards   it  was   restored,   in   tiie   year   560,  and   the 

excellent    Shaikh    Abu   'I-Fakhr    undertook   its   rebuilding.      He   had 

been  scribe  for  religious  matters  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-H^fiz ;  and  he 

was   assisted    in   this   act  of  restoration  by   the  distinguished  Shaikh, 

Aba  Hasan  ibn  al-Amahh,  in  the  year  892  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs 

(a.d.  1176).     After  this,  all  the  churches  that  had  been  wrecked  were 

restored  by  the  following  shaikhs  and  chief  men  :  the  Shaikh  As-Sa'id 

Shadid   al-Mulk   ibti   al-Fakhr  ibn  Busaiwah,  and  Abll  '1-Barakat  his 

son,   and   Al-As'ad    Abfl   '1-Khair   Jirjah   ibn   Wahab,   known   as   Ibn  Fol.  25  b 

al-Mikat.      The    restored    churches    were    consecrated,   by    the    help 

of  God  ;  and   prayers  and  liturgies  have  been  offered  in  them  up  to 

this  day. 

§  When  the  restoration  took  place,  and  when  this  great  church — 
1  mean  AI-Hamra — was  put  into  order,  then  the  envious  and  the  con- 
tentious were  indignant  because  it  had  been  erected  anew  ;  and  they 
incited  the  common  people  to  assist  them,  and  they  pillaged  the  church, 
and  it  was  destroyed  a  second  time.  Afterwards  the  property  of  the 
church  that  had  been  scattered  was  restored,  and  a  fresh  consecration 
took  place,  and  the  liturgy  and  prayers  were  offered  according  to  the 
customary  practice. 

§  The  tomb  of  Al-Mu'allim  Sarlir  al-JuUal,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned before,  remains  in  this  church  to  the  present  day'.  In  this 
church  there  is  also  a  tank,  and  a  well  of  running  water. 

§  The  aforesaid  Al-As'ad  Abu  'I-Khair  ibn  al-Mik^t  was  sent  for  by 
Sh^war  the  vizier,  who  was  indignant  with  him  without  just  cause ;  and 
began  to  subject  him  to  tortures.  So  he  died  a  martyr.  His  body  was 
carried  to  this  church  and  buried  here.  May  the  Lord  grant  rest  to  his 
pure  soul  1  He  was  laid  in  the  northern  porch.  Outside  this  church 
and  near  it  there  is  a  Christian  burying-ground. 

§  Near  the  above-mentioned  church  of  John  the  Baptist,  there  was 


'  I  am  quite  unable  to  identify  this  church,  and  indeed  doubt  its  existence 
at  the  present  time.  The  Epiphany  tank  and  the  well  of  fresh  water  are  common 
features  in  the  churches  of  Egypt ;  see  Coptic  Churches,  \.  p.  22.     (A.  J,  B.) 
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a  kitchen',  which  was  pulled  down  by  the  Shaikh  As-Sa'id  Abu  '1-Fakhr 
Said  ibn  Busaiwah,  who  rebuilt  it  as  a  church  dedicated  to  Our  Lady 
the  Pure  Virgin.     When  it  was  completed,  it  was  consecrated  by  the 

Tol.  36  a  father  and  bishop,  Anba  Gabriel,  bishop  of  Misr,  in  the  presence  of 
Anba  Peter,  bishop  of  the  Fayyum,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  Holy 
Fast,  being  the  fifth  of  Barmahit^  in  the  year  903  of  the  Righteous 
Martyrs,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  iijth  of  Dhfl  'I-hijjah,  in  the  year  582 
(a,d,  ii!^?).  From  the  roof  of  this  church  a  view  is  obtained  of  the 
Pool  of  KarOn^.  The  view  from  this  church  is  agreeable,  on  account 
of  the  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds  and  handsome  buildings  which 
surround  it.  It  is  spacious  and  pleasant  during  both  the  high  Nile  and 
the  seed  time,  and  there  are  many  people  in  the  gardens  and  pavilions 
which  surround  it. 

Among  those  who  at  any  time  have  attacked  this  church  there  was 
a  body  of  blacks,  called  the  JuyOshiyah*,  who  grew  insolent  and  violent, 
and  whose  hands  were  stretched  out  until  they  stopped  the  roads  and 
seized  the  money  of  travellers,  or  shed  their  blood.  When  the  Ghuzz 
and  the  Kurds  obtained  possession  of  Egypt,  in  Rabi'  the  Second  of  the 
year  a.h.  564  (a,d.  1169),  a  body  of  Armenian  Christians  overcame 
the  blacks,  and  drove  them  away  and  killed  many  of  them  ;  and  the 
quarter  which  they  inhabited  was  left  deserted  :  it  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Al-Hamra,  as  it  has  already  been  said.  The  quarter  was 
bought  by  Hatalba  the  Ghuzzi,  wali  of  Cairo,  from  the  Divan ;  and  he 
ploughed  it,  and  made  wells  and  waterwheels,  and  laid  it  out  in  gardens, 
and  sowed  seeds  of  many  plants,  and  was  the  first  to  make  the  ground 

Pol.  26  b  green  with  vegetation.  The  entrance  to  the  church  was  altered,  since  there 
was  no  door  in  this  street,  but  it  was  at  the  side,  in  the  road  mentioned. 


'  Probably  one  of  the  sugar  manufactories,  of  which  there  were  many  in 
Al-Fusta^  and  Cairo  at  this  time. 

"  The  Coptic  Pharmouthi  (i^i.pJW.O'VOl)  =  March  aj-April  25. 

'  This  was  one  of  the  pools  between  Al-Fustat  and  Cairo,  and  its  banks 
were  thickly  peopled  when  Al-'Askar  and  Al-Kati'i'  were  flourishing,  but  were 
desolated  when  Cairo  superseded  these  suburbs.     See  Al-MakrizI,  ii.  p.  m  . 

'  This  was  one  of  the  troops  of  which  the  army  was  composed ;  see  fol.  54  a. 
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Population  of  Egypt. 

§  The  book  of  Fad&'il  Misr  ^  relates  that  Al-Walid  ibn  Zuwa'ah  was 
set  over  the  taxes  of  Egypt,  in  the  caliphate  of  Hish4m  ibn  'Abd  al- 
Malik  al-Aljwal,  and  went  to  number  the  population,  and  stayed  six 
months  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  in  Lower  Egypt  three  months.  He 
counted  more  than  ten  thousand  villages ;  and  in  the  smallest  of  the 
villages  there  were  five  hundred  male  Copts ;  and  the  total  number  of 
the  Copts  was  five  millions  of  souls. 

The  Nile. 

§  The  learned  are  all  agreed  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  a  river 
of  greater  length  than  the  Nile^.  For  its  course  through  the  land  of 
the  Muslims  amounts  to  more  than  a  month's  journey ;  and  its  course 
through  Nubia  to  two  months'  journey;  and  for  a  journey  of  four 
months  it  flows  through  uninhabited  deserts,  until  the  source  is  reached 
in  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  to  the  south  of  the  Equator^     There 


■  By  A!-Kindi. 

^  This  account  of  the  course  of  the  Nile  is  quoted  in  almost  the  same  words 
by  Ytkfit,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  ^ir  . 

'  See  also  fo!,  loi  a.  This  statement  is  borrowed  by  the  Arab  geographers 
and  historians  from  the  Geography  of  Claudius  Ptolemj',  which  was  translated 
into  Arabic  in  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Al-Ma'mun,  a,h.  I98=a.d.  813  to  a,h.  218 
=  A.D.  833,  although  this  translation  has  long  been  lost;  see  Hajt  Khalfah,  ed. 
Fluegel,  i.  pp.  602-3.  Ptolemy  says  {Geogr.  bk.  iv.  c.  viii)  that  to  the  west  of 
the  Anthropophagous  Aelhiopians  Ke  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  from  which 
the  melted  snows  flow  into  the  lakes  which  form  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  and 
these  mountains  extend  from  long.  57°,  lat.  13°  S.  to  long.  67°,  lat,  12°  S. 

(to  T^t  SfXijwiit  Spot  ai^'  oS  iiroSt'xowni  lat  xiatias  nt  tqv  NeiXou  Xijimt  Kai  tV<x« 
fioipat  TO    Jifpara  Toi    rjjs    SfXiji^t  opaut     vC  I'or,      iff    L'  Koi  Jf  VOT.      i^  1,'.) 

Ibn  al-Fakih  al-Hamadant  says  in  the  Ki/ai  al-Bulddn,  which  he  wrote  about 
A.H.  290^A.D.  903,  that  the  Nile  comes  from  two  lakes  beyond  the  equator, 
called  Buhairatd  'n-Ntl  (ed.  De  Goeje,  p.  ii-). 

Al-Mukaddasi  says  that  according  to  Al-Jihani  the  Nile  rises  in  the  Mountains 
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is  no  other  river,  again,  which  runs  from  south  to  north,  except  the 
Nile ;  and  there  is  no  river  which  flows  both  into  the  sea  of  the  Romans 
and  the  sea  of  the  Chinese  ^  except  the  Nile  of  Egypt.  There  is 
no  other  river,  too,  which  rises  when  the  heat  begins,  at  the  time 
when  other  rivers  fall,  and  some  rivers  and  springs  are  entirely  dried 
up ;  and  as  the  heat  increases  so  the  height  of  the  Nile  increases ;  and 
there  is  no  other  river  which  rises  and  fails  regularly  except  the  Nile; 
nor  does  any  river  in  the  world  produce  such  a  revenue  as  that  which 
comes  from  the  overflow  of  the  Nile. 

Churches  of  Al-FustSt  {continued). 
\  In  the  aforesaid  quarter^  there  is  a  church  dedicated  to  the  Angel 
Gabriel,  which  was  restored  by  Su'lfik  ai-JulIAl.  Above  it  there  is 
a  church  named  after  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Flesh.  The  cupola  over  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  is  very  lofty,  and 
is  conspicuous  from  a  distance ;  it  was  erected  by  the  brother  'Abd 
a!-Masih.  The  Ghuzz  and  the  people  of  Cairo  pillaged  it,  and  broke 
the  pillars  of  the  apostles  ^  and  part  of  the  roof  was  burnt.     In  conse- 


of  the  Moon,  and  flows  first  through  two  lakes  bejond  the  equator  (ed.  De  Goeje, 

'Abd  al-Latif  says  that  the  sources  of  the  Nile  are  springs  which  rise  in  the 
Mountains  of  the  Moon,  eleven  degrees  beyond  the  equator  {ed.  White,  p.  4);  and 
Al-IdrisI  says  sixteen  degrees  (ed,  Rome,  p.  19).    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  Red  Sea  was  looked  upon  as  a  branch  of  the  Indian  Ocean  or  China 
Sea;  cf.fol.19b.     Ihe  Mardsid  al-Ittild'  siy?,: 

'  The  Sea  of  Al-Kulzum  is  a  branch  of  the  Indian  Sea.' 

Our  author  means,  of  course,  that  the  Nile  was  connected  with  the  Red  Sea 
by  means  of  the  canal  of  Cairo  (KkallJ  Amir  al-Mumintn).     (A.  ].  B.) 

'  I.e.  Al-Hamri. 

'  The  expression  Al-Busluldt  (lijlb-Jl)  undoubtedly  denotes  the  main  columns 
of  the  nave,  frescoed  or  painted  with  the  figures  of  apostles.  I  may  quote 
a  surviving  example  from  the  church  of  Abii  Sirjah  in  the  Roman  fortress  of 
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quence  of  this,  the  restoration  of  the  church  was  undertaken  by  the 
Shaikh  Ath-Thikah  Gabriel,  the  scribe,  in  the  caliphate  of  AI-'Adid  ; 
and  it  was  consecrated  afresh,  and  the  liturgy  was  celebrated  in  it. 
Now  at  this  church  there  was  a  lotus-tree^  of  large  size  and  well 
proportioned,  which  grew  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the  church ;  this  tree 
was  cut  down  and  sold  for  a  considerable  price,  and  the  money  was 
spent  upon  the  rebuilding  of  the  fabric. 

Besides  this,  there  is  a  fourth  church,  large,  and  contiguous  to  the 
others ;  surrounded  by  a  wall  of  sun-dried  bricks ;  with  a  separate  door 
leading  into  it.  It  is  among  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds,  and  com- 
mands a  view  of  the  canal.  When  Misr  was  burnt,  in  the  month  of 
Safar,  in  the  year  56*),  this  church  was  pillaged  and  part  of  the  walls 
was  thrown  down,  and  not  a  single  Christian  was  found  at  the  time 
to  undertake  its  restoration  ;  so  that  it  has  remained  to  this  day  in  Pol.  27  b 
suspense  between  hope  of  revival  and  the  prospect  of  utter  ruin.  The 
wall  of  the  aforesaid  fourth  church  was  destroyed  and  levelled  with  the 
ground ;  and  the  church  was  profaned  through  the  destruction  of  its 
wall,  and  became  contiguous  to  the  road,  and  was  united  with  a  pavilion 
in  the  garden,  known  as  Duivairah  SandaP.  Part  of  the  roof  also 
disappeared,  namely  the  timber  above  the  sanctuary  ;  therefore  the 
Shaikh  Al-Jullal  Ibrahim  undertook  to  restore  it,  with  the  help  of  some 


Babylon :  '  On  each  of  these  eleven  ancient  pillars  is  painted  the  life-size  figure 
of  a  saint  or  apostle,  now  so  begrimed  and  obscured  that  in  the  doubtful  light  all 
may  easily  escape  notice,  and  it  requires  close  attention  to  make  them  out  when 
discovered.'     CqOAir  CAar^Aw,  i.  pp.  187-8.    (A.  J.  B.) 
'  "Abd  al-Lat!f  says : 

'  The  lotus-tree  is  plentiful  in  Egypt,  and  its  fruit  is  the  Nabk,  and  is  very  sweet' 
(ed.  White,  p.  58). 

Al-Makrizi  mentions  the  lofus-tree  among  the  principal  objects  of  cultivation 
in  Egypt;  see  Khttat,  i.  p.  1  .r  .     {A.  J.  B.) 

*  This  may  be  a  proper  name,  or  the  correct  translation  may  be  '  PaviUon  of 
Sandal- wood.' 
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of  the  chief  men.  They  put  part  of  the  church  into  order ;  and  the 
liturgy  was  celebrated  in  it  on  one  occasion.  Part  of  it,  however, 
remained  neglected,  but  it  continued  to  be  visited  twice  or  three  times 
in  the  year.  The  partial  restoration  was  carried  out  with  much  care  and 
labour  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  of  the  neighbouring  garden  ;  and  it  was 
completed  on  the  26th  of  Ba'Onah^  It  was  arranged  so  that  it  no  longer 
remained  possible  for  men  and  women  to  enter  the  church  from  the 
garden,  as  they  had  been  able  to  do  on  account  of  the  union  of  the 
ground,  which  had  formerly  been  within  the  enclosure  of  the  church, 
with  the  garden.  In  the  year  903  of  the  Martyrs  {  ....  910)  the 
church  was  improved  by  the  Shaikh  Abil  Sa'td  ibn  Andflnah,  the 
financial  secretary  of  the  Divan  and  chief  notary,  who  rebuilt  that  which 
had  been  thrown  down,  and  completed  the  dome,  and  whitewashed  it. 
The  consecration  was  performed  by  Anb4  Gabriel,  bishop  of  Misr,  in 
the  presence  of  a  body  of  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  of  the  chief 
men  and  of  the  orthodox  laity  of  Misr  and  Cairo.  The  liturgy  was 
established  in  the  church  for  every  festival  and  every  Sunday  and  the 
night^  of  Sunday.  The  aforesaid  Shaikh  Abu  Sa'id  was  present  at  all 
times  in  this  church  with  a  body  of  priests  and  deacons  of  the  sons  of 
the  chief  men;  at  all  the  festivals,  and  at  the  night  and  day  services 
of  Sunday.  He  also  bought  the  courtyard  in  front  of  the  church,  and 
opened  a  road  to  it  from  the  canal.  Now  the  church  returned  to  its 
proper  condition  ;  and  a  body  of  monks  took  up  their  abode  there. 
The  shaikh  provided  for  the  church  and  for  them.  Now  a  congregation 
of  priests  and  deacons  and  Christian  laity  again  began  to  visit  the 
church  every  Sunday.  All  this  took  place  in  the  patriarchate  of 
Anba  John^  the  seventy-fourth  in  the  order  of  succession. 

In  the  same  street  there  is  also  a  church  of  the  Melkites.     There 
were  five  churches  in  this  street,  from  one  of  which  a  procession  issues 


'  The  Coptic  Pa6ni  (nA.a}rtl)=May  36-June  24. 

'  I.e.  the  vigil  services  of  Saturday  night :   the  -navvvx'^t^  or  hMWKTtpdiaut  of 
the  early  church  (see  e.g.  Eusebius,  H.  E.  ii.  17;  vi.  9), 

'  Occupiedtheseefroni  A.D.I  189-1216;  seeRenaudol, /^w/./'it//-.  pp.  ri54-'>7' 
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on  Palm  Sunday,  and  goes  up  to  Cairo.  The  Ghuzz  and  Kurds  took 
possession  of  four  of  the  churches  [of  the  Melkites],  robbed  them  of 
their  timber,  and  threw  down  their  walls,  so  that  they  were  level  with 
the  ground,  on  account  of  the  weakness  and  small  numbers  of  the 
Melkites;  but  one  church  of  theirs  remained,  near  the  church  of 
Saint  George  of  the  Copts  in  this  quarter^ 

Ahmad  ibn  TM&n. 
The    biography   of  Al-Mu'tamidS  the   fifteenth  of    the   Abbaside  P0I.E 
caliphs,  relates  that  the  number  of  the  persons  killed  by  Ahmad  ibn 
TQian'  or  by  his  troops  was  two  thousand. 

Sayings  of  Makomet  with  regard  to  the  Copts. 
§  The  Book  of  Fada'il  Misr*  states,  among  its  narratives,  that  the 
Copts  of  Egypt  are  related  by  affinity  to  Abraham,  the  Friend  of  God', 
and  to  Joseph  the  Truthful*;  and  the  chain  of  this  tradition  starts  from 


^  Al-HamrS.  ^  Reigned  from  a.h.  356  to  279=a.d.  869-892. 

'  Wilt  of  Egypt  from  a.h.  254= a.  d.  868  to  a.h.  27o=a.d.  884,  and  builder 
of  the  famous  mosque,  still  in  existence,  which  bears  his  name.    See  Introduction. 

'  By  Al-Kindt;  see  fol.  26  b.  Sec. 

"  Through  Hagar.  The  Arabs  preserved  the  tradition  of  their  descent  from 
Ishmael,  and  prided  themselves  upon  it;  see  Ibn  HishSm,  Sfrak  Sayyidind 
Muhammad,  ed.  Wiistenfeld,  i.  p.  f  f.,  where  the  author  quotes  Ibn  Ishik,  who 
died  A.H.  i5i  =  A,D.  768.     Cf.  Abfl  '1-MaMsin,  i.  p.  r-r. 

'  Through  Asenath,  daughter  of  Potipherah,  priest  of  On.  As-Suyfltt  says : 
^y*  Ml  Jlj*>^  Jte  ijoUill  Jl)/-  tj;^!  JU  ^^  Uji  ^  j.^  j\  jVi 
t|j-,j  y«i  ,^  L,*=.U  o^  jrjjJ  •  ■  ■  >— >-^)  j=^  Uj~^  ■  ■  ■  ^.t]/}  ""^   'L;jil| 

i,U  Uj.^  .  .  .  djjl 
'  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  says  :  'Umar  ibn  Salih  informed  us  that  he  had  learnt  from 
MarwSni  al-Kassas  that  three  of  the  prophets  were  connected  with  the  Copts 
by  affinity;  for  Abraham  had  Hagar  as  his  concubine;  and  Joseph  married  the 
daughter  of  the  chief  [priest]  of  'Ain  Shams  [i.  e.  On  or  Heliopolis] ;  and  the 
Apostle  of  God  had  Mary  as  his  concubine.'     {Husn  al-Muhddarah,  i,  p.  v .) 

O  [II.  7.] 
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the  companions  of  Mahomet.  Ashhab  ibn  'Abd  al-'Aziz^  saJd ;  '  When 
you  conquer  Egypt  take  charge  [of  the  inhabitants],  for  truly  they 
may  claim  your  protection,  and  kinship  with  you  ! '  Isma'il"  ibn  'Abb3s 
said,  quoting  from  Ashhab;  'Take  charge  of  the  Copts  of  Egypt, 
for  you  will  find  among  them  useful  auxiliaries  against  your  enemy.' 
Abo  Salimah^  said:  'Mahomet  at  his  death  said,  "I  charge  you  to 
drive  away  the  Jews  from  the  Arabian  peninsula*."     Then  he  added  : 


'  Ashhab  ibn  'Abd  al-'Aziz  is  the  autliority  quoted  by  Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  in 
his  FutHh  Misr,  from  which  our  author  borrows  the  whole  of  this  passage. 
Ashhab  is  said  to  have  derived  the  tradition  from  MSIik  ibn  Anas,  who  quoted 
Ibn  Shahib,  who  quoted  'Abd  ar-Rahman  ibn  Ka'b,  who  quoted  his  father,  who 
heard  the  words  of  the  'Apostle  of  God.'  See  As-Su)-Qt!,  Ilusn  al-AfuMdarak, 
i.  p.  0.     Cf.  Ibn  Hishlm,  Sfrah  Muhammad,  i.  p.  o,  and  Abfl  '1-MaMsin,  i.  p.  ro. 

^  As-SuyGti's  words  are  : 

Li.    iaJi\i,    \yajl^\    Jl5    .    .    .    *lll    ^y^j    Ji  jL^     ^     1^     ^     SJi    Xfi    ^Jl\    ^^Ij 

'Ibn  'Abd  al-Hakam  quotes  from  Muslim  ibn  YusSr  to  ihe  effect  that  the  Apostle 
of  God  said :  Take  charge  of  the  Copts,  for  you  will  find  them  excellent 
auxiliaries  in  fighdng  your  enemy."     {Ifusn  al-Mukddarak,  i,  p.  t .) 

'  This  is  a  mistake  of  the  author  or  his  copyist  for  Urtim  Salimah,  the  name 
of  one  of  Mahomet's  wives.     As-Suyut!  says : 
J„  ^\i^  ^\  ^  ^  s:^.  i'j^\  Jj'Si^  J  ^  jilj  jSS\  J   J1>11  ^>1, 

iJC    S^    yyj^J    [*^    yJijI^'^    ^^  J"    iiJ    J    *)ll    lUll    JUi    ulij    J^   ^j>^    .  .  .    ajll 

'  At-Taharani  in  A  i-KaUr  and  Abfi  Na'tm  in  Dald'il  an-Nabd'ah  quote,  according 
to  a  genuine  chain  of  tradition,  from  Umm  Salimah  to  the  effect  that  the  Apostle 
of  God  .  ,  .,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  charged  them,  saying:  God  !  God  is  with 
the  Copts  of  Egypt ;  for  you  shall  conquer  them,  and  they  shall  be  for  you  an 
increase  of  numbers  and  a  body  of  auxiliaries  in  the  path  of  God.'  (Husn 
al-Mulfddarah,  i.  p.  i  .) 

*  This  command  of  the  Arabian  prophet  is  handed  down  among  the  '  genuine' 
traditions  collected  by  Al-Bukhari ;  see  his  Kiidb  al-Jdmf  as-Sahih,,  ed.  Krehl, 
pt.  i.  p.  rii",  under  the  title  : 
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"  God !  God  commits  the  Copts  of  Egypt  to  your  charge ;  for  you 
shall  rule  over  them,  and  they  shall  be  to  you  an  increase  of  numbers, 
and  a  body  of  auxiliaries  in  the  path  of  God."  He  said  also' :  "Take 
charge  of  the  men  with  curling  hair,  the  Copts  of  Egypt,  for  truly 
they  are  your  uncles  and  kinsmen,  and  your  auxiliaries  against  your 
enemy,  and  your  helpers  in  your  religion."  Then  some  one  said  to  him  : 
"  But  how  shall  they  help  us  in  our  religion  ?"  To  which  he  replied  : 
"  They  shall  relieve  you  of  the  affairs  of  this  world  ^,  so  that  you  may  be 
at  leisure  for  religious  worship." '  According  to  the  tradition  handed 
down  from  'Abd  Allah  ibn  'Amr  ibn  al-'Ast,  Mahomet  said^: '  The  Copts 


•  As-Suyiiti  says : 

J.J.J11    ^    .  .  .  <UJ1    J^    Ul    'Ujl    j.yi    JUs   ttUj    JU    JUi   iiJWl  i-k    ^\    ^   d)j    Jl- 

LijJl    jUcl    jCijoSo    JUi    i&\    Jj«,    b    UiJ    Ji   Gljcl    i^jijio    i_i^  yiii   Joj   Js 

'  Ibn  "Abd  al-Hakam  quotes  from  Mfisa  ibn  AbE  Ayyfib  al-Vafal,  who  reports 
the  words  of  a.  man  of  the  tribe  of  Al-i\larbad  to  the  effect  that  the  Apostle  of 
God  .  ,  .  fell  sick  and  swooned,  and  when  he  recovered,  he  said ;  Take  charge 
of  the  men  with  curling  hair.  Then  he  swooned  a  second  time,  and  when  he 
recovered  said  the  same  words.  Again  he  swooned  for  the  third  time,  and  said 
the  same  words.  So  the  bystanders  said :  The  Apostle  of  God  commits  to  our 
charge  the  men  with  curling  liair;  and  when  he  recovered  they  asked  him  his 
meaning.    So  he  said:  The  Copt     f  Ej,jp  !         d         b     h       in-law, 

and  they  shall  be  your  auxiliar  }  7       ^  b  h  If     f  your 

religion.     Then  they  said:   Ho\      h  II    h  y  h  i]  Igj        O  Apostle 

of  God  ?    Then  he  answered :    Tl   y    I    11       1  >  f    h       ff        of  this 

world,    so    that  you    shall    be  I  f  'go  h  p     &        {ffusn 

al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  v  .) 

"^  See  note  on  fol.  16. 

'  AbQ  'l-Mahasin  quotes  the  following  among  the  '  sayings  of  the  Prophet 
with  regard  to  Egypt:' 
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are  the  noblest  of  foreigners  ;  the  gentlest  of  them  in  action  ;  the  most 
Po!.  29  ft  excellent  of  them  in  character,  and  the  nearest  of  them  in  kinship  to  the 
Arabs  generally,  and  to  the  tribe  of  Kuraish  in  particular,'  Mahomet 
also  said  emphatically^ :  '  God !  God  is  among  the  protected  people, 
the  people  of  the  desert,  the  blacks,  the  men  with  curling  hairl 
They  are  related  [to  the  Arabs]  and  akin  to  them,  in  distinction  from 
all  the  other  protected  peoples.' 

Mission  from  Mahomet  to  the  Miikaiikis. 
Mahomet  sent  HStib^  ibn  Abi  Balta'ah,  of  the  tribe  of  Lakhm,  to  the 
Mukaukis,  governor  of  Alexandria,  to  urge  him  to  adopt  the  religion 


'  'Abd  Allah  ibn  'Amr  ibn  al-Asi  says :  The  people  of  Egypt  are  the  noblest  of 
all  foreigners;  the  gentlest  of  them  in  action,  the  most  excellent  of  them  in 
character,  and  the  nearest  of  them  in  race  to  the  Arabs  generally  and  to  the 
Kuraish  in  pariicular,'  i.  p,  rr  . 

'  Cf.  Ibn  Hisham  in  his  Life  of  Mahomet : 
Jb  iJll  Jj_y  ^J\  yJi  ^Jy,  j^  ^  ix^  ^^,  4ll  J-c  ^  ^^j  ^^  jj:1  J-E  l^Sj* 

\j^^i^  ^  Ji  jUil  1^1  ■b_jj|  i^jj.1  J4I  i.jJl  J4I  J  *iil  ^1 
"Abd  Allah  ibn  VVahb  informed  us,  quoting  from  'Abd  Allah  ibn  Lahl'ah,  who 
reported  the  words  of  'Umar  the  freedman  of  Ghufjah,  that  the  Apostle  of  God 
said :  God !  God  is  among  the  protected  people,  the  natives  of  the  black  soil, 
the  dark-coloured  people,  the  people  with  curling  hair,'  i.  p.  1°. 

^  It  is  said  to  have  been  the  cuding  hair  of  Mary  the  Coptic  maiden  which 
attracted  the  admiration  of  Mahomet. 

'  The  mission  of  H3tib  took  place  in  a.h.  6=a.d.  628,  at  the  time  when 
Mahomet  also  sent  envoys  with  the  same  object  to  the  king  of  Persia,  Hera- 
clius,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  the  prince  of  Ghassan,  the  governor  of  Yemen, 
and  the  Negus  of  Abyssinia.  Jbn  Hisham  compares  this  proceeding  of  the 
Arabian  prophet  with  the  sending  out  of  the  twelve  apostles  by  Jesus  Christ.  See 
At-Tabar!  (ed.  De  Goeje),  ser.i.p.  loei  f.;  Ibn  Hishim,  SiVaA  Muhammad,  p.  ivt ; 
An-Nawawi,  Tahdhib  al-Asmd,  pp.  m  and  vor;  As-Suyflti,  i.  p.  oa  ff. ;  Ibn 
al-Athtr,  ii.  p.  rrv  ff. 
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of  Islam  ;  but  he  did  not  do  so.  HStib,  when  he  returned  to  Mahomet, 
brought  him  as  a  gift  four  maidens,  among  whom  was  Mary^  the  Copt, 
and  Sirin,  her  sister,  and  his  mule  Duldul^,  and  his  ass  Ya'ffir,  and 
a  purse  of  money,  and  a  eunuch^  whom  the  Mukaukis  also  sent  with 
them.  Mary  became  the  mother  of  Ibrahim*.  Her  sister  Sirin  was 
given  by  Mahomet  to  Hassan^  the  poet,  and  she  became  the  mother 
of  'Abd  ar-Rahmfln,  his  son. 

Tke  Three  Hamrds. 
§  Section  in  which  are  mentioned  the  three  great  Hamras",  which 
are  Al-Kusw5,  Al-Wusta,  and  Al-ljamra  ad-Dunya.  According  to  the 
Kkiiat  of  Al-Kindi,  in  a  copy  of  the  Fut&h  Misr,  the  Hamr4  were 
a  people  of  the  Romans,  among  whom  were  the  Banfi  NabJh  and  the 
Banfl  '1-Azrak  and  the  Banu  RQbil ;  or,  perhaps,  a  people  of  the  Persians ; 
and  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi  named  them  Ai-Hamrd,  because  they  were  not 
Arabs,  and  had  become  Christians. 


'  Mary  is  described  as  being  exceedingly  beautiful,  of  fair  complexion,  with 
curling  hair.  She  became  a  Mahometan,  and  the  prophet  took  her  as  his 
concubine.  She  died  in  a.h.  15  or  16.  See  authorities  referred  lo  in  last  note. 
The  Sdral  at-Tahrlm  refers  to  Mary  the  Copl. 

"  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  mule  seen  in  Arabia ;  see  Ibn  al-Athtr, 
ii.  p.  rr-  . 

'  The  eunuch's  name  was  Ma'bllr ;  see  Ibn  al-AthIr,  ii.  p.  rrx  . 

'  Ibrthim  the  'ion  of  Mahomet  and  Mary  the  Copt,  lived  to  the  age  of  fifteen 
monthf,  and  died  m  a,h.  io=a.d.  631,  so  that  Fatimah  was  the  only  child  of 
Mahomet  who  survived  him. 

°  Hassin  ibn  Thabit  died  at  Madlnah  a.  h.  54= a.  d.  674;  see  An-Nawawt, 
Tahdklb  al  Asmd  p   r  -r  f. 

'  The  three  quarters  named  Hamrd,  a  word  which  is  apparently  the  feminine 
of  ahmar,  '  red,'  lay  between  At-FustSt  and  Cairo.  The  quarters  or  suburbs 
of  Al-'Askar  and  Al-Kata'i'  were  subsequently  built  upon  their  site.  The  Hamras 
were  founded  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  Arabs,  but  fell  into 
decay  about  the  time  of  the  fall  of  the  Omeyyad  dynasty.  Al-Makrizl  {Khtfaf, 
i.p.  ru)  and  Ibn  Dukraak  (iv.p.  i»  f.)  mention  the  foundation  of  the  three  I 
in  terms  similar  to  those  employed  by  our  author  here  and  below,  fol.  32  a  flf. 
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Fol.  391j  The  HamrA  al-Wustii,  which  is  known  as  Al-Kantarah\  is  the  place 
where  the  Red  Standard  stood  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  Misr 
by  the  Arabs  ;  and  around  it  were  gathered  those  who  asked  protection 
[of  the  Muslims],  and  marched  in  their  rear-guard.  On  this  account 
the  place  was  called  Al-Hamrd^. 

Monastery  and  Church  of  Saint  Mennas. 
§  The  monastery^  named  after  the  martyr  Mennas*,  the  owner  of  the 
three  crowns^  which  came  down  to  him  from  heaven,  who  was  a  native 


'  See  above,  fol.  23  b. 

'  In  this  passage  we  have  a  different  account  of  the  origin  of  the  name 
Al-HamrS,  deriving  it  not  from  the  appellation  of  a  tribe,  but  from  the  Red 
Standard  {Ar-Rdyat  al-Hamrd). 

'  Between  Al-Fustat  and  Cairo,  in  the  Hamra,  which  was  afterwards  called 
Kanatir  as-Sab3,'.  A  church  and  monastery  of  Abft  Mini  are  still  existing,  but 
better  known  to-day  as  Rfari  Mtn^.  They  are  fully  described  in  Coptic  Churches, 
i.  p.  47;  and  in  ii.  p.  362  a  brief  legend  is  given,  identifying  the  saint  with  the 
church  at  Maryflt.  Under  the  Sultan  An-Nasir  IMuhammad  ibn  KalS'fin,  the 
monastery  and  church  of  Abfl  Mina  were  wrecked  ;  but  they  have  since  been 
restored;  see  Al-Makrtzi,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  etr.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  festival  of  St.  Hennas  is  kept  by  the  Copts  on  HatQr  i5=Nov.  ri, 
and  by  the  Roman  Church  on  the  same  day.  It  is  said  that  his  father  was 
a  native  of  NakyQs,  but  was  appointed  governor  of  the  province  of  Africa.  Under 
Diocletian,  Mennas,  who  was  then  serving  in  the  army,  was  beheaded  on 
account  of  his  attachment  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  was  buried  near  Lake 
Mareoiis.  See  Bib.  Nat.  M&.Arabe  256  {Synaxariuni),  ff.  53t>-g4  b.  Am^lineau, 
Acles  des  MM.  de  I'Aglise  copie,  p.  88  ff. ;  Eutychius^  Annaki,  i.  p.  402.  St,  Mennas 
is  represented  in  Coptic  paintings  accompanied  by  camels,  because  some  beasts 
from  the  sea  like  camels  prevented  his  body  from  being  carried  away  from  the 
spot  where  it  was  destined  to  be  buried,  and  when  the  body  was  laid  on  the  back 
of  three  camels  in  succession,  each  refused  to  move  in  spite  of  blows;  see 
Synaxarium. 

'  This  is  an  allusion  to  the  legend  that  St.  Mennas  saw  heaven  open,  and  the 
martyrs  wearing  beautiful  crowns,  such  as  were  afterwards  bestowed  upon  him. 


y  Google 


MONASTERY  AND  CHURCH  OF  SAINT  MENNAS.       103 

of  NakyOs\  and  whose  pure  body  is  buried  in  the  church^  at 
Maryut^  was  restored  in  the  caliphate  of  Hisham  ibn  'Abd  al-Malik 
ibn  Marwan,  when  Al-Walid  ibn  Rufa'ah  was  wait,  at  the  expense  of 
all  the  Christians  who  lived  in  that  quarter,  in  A,  II.  106  (a.  D.  725). 
This  was  after  the  conflict  with  the  Arabs,  when  the  Christians  com- 
plained to  the  wdli  that  their  women  and  children  were  not  secure 
from  molestation  while  going  to  and  returning  from  the  churches 
in  Misr,  especially  on  the  nights  of  the  Forty  Days'  Fast.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  outrages  a  great  number  of  the  Arabs  were  killed. 
There  were  in  this  quarter  many  chief  men  among  the  Christians ; 
50  they  were  allowed  to  restore  their  churches,  and  they  began  to 
rebuild  Al-Hamri,  and  to  renew  what  had  been  destroyed  there.  They 
renewed   the   church  [of  Saint   Mennas]'',  and   made  for  it   beautiful 


'  The  Arabic  Nakjiis  was  called  Nikious  or  Nhciou  by  Greek  authors,  and  Niciu 
in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus.  It  is  a  to\vn  frequently  men'ioned  by  Coptic 
writers.  It  is  also  called  IbshSdi  (tfilijj)  -in  the  Copto-Arabic  lists  of  names, 
and  is  the  Coptic  ncgi.'J".  The  modern  village  of  Ibshadt,  which  in  1885  had 
1,059  inhabitants,  is  probably  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  NaJtyfis ;  it  is  in  the  district 
of  Manflf,  in  the  province  of  Al-ManllRyah,  and  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  Rosetta 
branch  of  the  Nile.  See  Y3kflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  ai.;  Quatremfere,  Mem.  i. 
pp.  420-446;  Am^Jineau,  Giogr.  pp.  277-283. 

^  It  is  said  that  the  grave  of  St.  Mennas  at  Lake  Mareotis  remained  for 
some  time  unknown,  until  a  princess  was  cured  of  leprosy  by  mould  from  it. 
The  emperor  then  erected  a  church  over  it,  which  was  replaced  by  a  larger 
church  built  by  Arcadius  and  Honorius.  See  Synaxarium,  he.  ciL,  and  Amdlineau, 
Actes  des  MM.  p.  90, 

=  This  town,  the  Coptic  JULA.p!tJL3T"HC ,  and  the  classical  Marea  (Mnpfio), 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Mareotis,  was  flourishing  after  the  Arab  conquest,  but 
seems  to  have  fallen  mto  decay  before  a.  d.  1376,  as  its  name  does  not  appear  in 
the  revenue-hsls  of  that  date.  Some  ruins  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  however, 
still  bear  the  name     Amehneau,  Gfygr.  pp.  241-3. 

'  Al-]\Iakr:zi  mentions  as  the  chief  act  of  Al-WaJid  ibn  Ruia'ah,  will  of  Egypt, 
that  m  A.  H,  117  he  allowed  the  Copts  to  rebuild  the  church  of  St.  Mennas  in  the 
Hamra,  According  to  Al-Makrtzi,  Al-Walld  died  in  a.h.  ti7  =  a.d.  735,  after 
governing  Egypt  for  nine  years  and  five  months.     See  KMtai,  \.  p.  r.r. 
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vessels  of  silver  and  other  things.  They  also  bought  much  property, 
,  besides  a  garden  in  which  were  two  wells  with  waterwheels  ;  and  all 
this  property  was  occupied  by  houses.  In  the  church  was  a  large 
tank.  Several  churches  in  the  upper  story  [of  Saint  Mennas]  were 
rebuilt,  namely  the  church  of  Saint  George',  which  is  said  to  have 
been  originally  dedicated  to  Saint  Theodore*;  and  a  church  named 
after  the  martyr  Saint  John^.  There  was  in  it,  [I  mean]  in  the 
Great  Church  of  Saint  Mennas,  the  body  of  the  martyr  Saint  John, 
on  a  stand  of  solid  wood*.  The  river  was  near  to  this  church,  but 
afterwards  receded  from  that  place,  and  changed  its  bed  until  it 
reached  the  church  of  Theodore  at  Damanhfir^  upon  the  river,  and 
did  damage  to  that  church,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the  church 
of  the  Lady  at  ShubrS.  The  church  of  Saint  John  was  restored, 
after  the  fire^,  by  the  most  honourable  Shaikh  Ibn  AbCl  '1-Fadi'il  ibn 


'  For  the  arrangement  of  these  satellite  chuiches  or  chapels,  see  Coptic 
Churches,  \.  p.  137.     {A.J.  B.) 

'  Our  author  does  not  state  whether  this  is  St.  Theodore  the  Greek  or  Western 
{Amshir  28  =  Feb.  22),  St.  Theodore  the  Eastern  (Tflbah  i2=Jan.  4),  or  St. 
Theodore  of  Shutb  (Abib  2o=JuIy  14), 

"  There  are  four  martyrs  of  the  name  of  John  in  the  Coptic  calendar,  com- 
memorated respectively  on  Abib  u^Julys,  and  ig^July  13,  Ba'flnah  14= 
June  8,  and  Tflt  7  =  Sept.  4. 

'  Similar  reliquaries  may  slill  be  seen  in  some  of  the  churches :  as  a  rule,  how- 
ever, relics  are  enclosed  in  small  bolsters  of  silk  and  placed  in  an  aumbry.  One 
moveable  reliquary  such  as  that  of  the  text,  the  only  one  at  Cairo,  is  to  be  found 
at  the  church  of  Al-Mu'allakah  in  the  Roman  fortress.  In  the  Natrfln  desert, 
Dair  as-SfiriySnt  contains  another,  and  a  third  belongs  to  the  chapel  of  Al-'AdhrS 
adjoining  the  church  of  AnbS  Bisha'I;  while  several  bodies  are  preserved  at  Dair 
Abfl  Makar.     See  Coptic  Churches,  i.  pp.  219,  304,  320-1,  338,  &c.    (A.J.  B.) 

"  Damanhflr  Shubra,  close  to  Cairo;  not  to  be  confounded  with  Damanhlit 
in  the  Delta.  These  alterations  of  the  course  of  the  river  are  partly  but  imperfectly 
indicated  upon  the  plan  in  vol.  i.  of  Mim.  de  la  Mission  ArcMol.  Eraiif.,  showing 
the  topography  of  Cairo.     But  the  plan  is  incomplete.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  burning  of  Al-Fustat  by  order  of  Shiwar, 


y  Google 


MONASTERY  AND  CHURCH  OF  SAINT  MENNAS.      105 

Abfl  Sa'ld,  in  the  caliphate  of  AI-Adid,  and  the  vizierate  of  ShSwar. 
The  church  of  the  Holy  Nativity  looks  upon  the  courtyard  of  the  Great 
Church,  and  so  docs  a  very  small  church  which  was  renewed  by 
Aba  Ghaiib  ibn  Abi  'l-Makarim  al-Bilbaisi,  and  named  after  Saint 
Mercurius. 

lii  the  Great  Church'  there  is  an  ambon  of  coloured  marble,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  red  and  transparent ;  it  is  supported  by  marble 
pillars,  of  skilful  workmanship.  There  is  also  an  episcopal  chair  of 
wood.  Near  [the  ambon],  on  the  north  side,  there  is  an  altar,  dedicated 
to  the  martyr  Mercurius,  and  provided  by  the  Shaikh  Abll  'l-FadS,  son  Fol.  30  b 
of  the  bishop,  which  has  a  wooden  tablet^  upon  it.  Above  the  altar  in 
the  sanctuary,  there  is  a  wooden  cupola  ^  supported  by  marble  pillars  ; 
and  upon  this  altar  too  there  is  a  wooden  tablet. 

Near  this  church  is  the  monastery,  entered  by  a  separate  door ; 
and  here  there  are  a  number  of  nuns,  in  separate  habitations.  In  the 
monastery  there  is  a  well  of  running  water,  which  was  dug  and  sounded 
and  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  Shaikh  Abfl  Zakari  As-Sairafi,  in 
the  caliphate  of  AI-HMz. 

§  Within  the  sanctuary  was  [the  entrance  to]  the  bakehouse*,  in 
which  is  an  ancient  tomb.  This  bakehouse  was  selected  by  the  Shaikh 
Al-As'ad  Salib  ibn  Mikha'il,  the  son  of  the  hegumen^,  who  separated 


'  We  are  still  occupied  with  the  church  of  St.  Mennas. 

^  The  wooden  tablet  is  a  common  feature  of  the  Coptic  altars  to-day ;  see 
Coptic  Churches,  ii.  pp.  3-5,  and  the  woodcut  there  given.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  is  a  reference  to  the  baldakyn  so  often  seen  in  the  Coptic  churches. 
(A.J.B.) 

'  The  Bait  al-'AJfn  or  'House  of  Dough'  is  the  chamber  in  which  the 
eucharistic  breads  are  prepared.     (A.  J.  B.) 

"  The  Greek  riyoCfitvos,  borrowed  through  the  Coptic.  A  commoner  form  of 
the  word  in  Arabic  is  ^jais  {himmus).  The  hegumen  is  properly,  of  course,  the  abbot 
of  a  monastery ;  and  the  office  of  ordination  of  the  hegumen  refers  entirely  to  the 
duties  of  an  abbot;  see  e.g.  the  office  in  MS.  Bodl.  in.  The  tide  of  hegumen, 
however,  is  often  given  to  priests  of  a  superior  rank,  as,  for  instance,  to  the  priest 
in  charge  of  the  patriarchal  church  of  Cairo.  Cf.  Vansleb,  Hist,  de  l'£glise  d'Alex. 
p.  178. 

P  [".  7.] 
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it  off,  and  made  it  a  church,  dedicated  to  Saint  George,  with  a  separate 
door  near  the  Great  Church,  and  also  a  door  from  the  sanctuary.  When 
he  had  completed  this  church,  it  was  consecrated  by  the  bishop  Anba 
Mark,  bishop  of  Cairo,  in  the  presence  of  AnbS  Jonas^,  the  patriarch; 
and  the  liturgy  was  celebrated  in  it. 

Much  opposition  was  made  by  evil-minded  Muslims  during  the 
furnishing  of  this  church,  and  so  the  Christians  explained  that  it  right- 
fully belonged  to  this  [Great]  Church,  and  was  not  a  new  building  ; 
and  God  helped  the  right,  and  those  among  the  Muslims  who  knew, 
testified  that  it  had  been  a  chamber  within  the  church,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  those  who  lived  near  the  church. 

This  church  stands  among  gardens,  and  is  beautifully  situated ;  and 
is  much  frequented  by  the  monks  and  others. 

§  In  the  month  of  Jumida  the  First,  in  the  year  559,  when  the  ^ 
Kurds  and  the  Ghuzz  came  with  SaJ^h  ad-Din  Yiisuf  ibn  Ayylib,  and 
the  king  of  the  Franks"  was  appealed  to  for  help  against  them,  then 
this  monastery  and  this  church  were  burnt  to  the  ground,  except  the 
apse^,  and  the  northern  and  southern  sides  of  the  sanctuary,  which  were 
preserved  intact.  These  were  restored,  and  domes  and  arches  were 
built,  and  piers  [were  set  up]  instead  of  the  marble  columns,  in  the 
caliphate  of  Al-'Adid,  and  in  the  vizierate  of  Shawar.  The  expenses 
were  paid  by  the  most  excellent  Shaikh  Salib,  already  mentioned, 
and  by  Karim  ad-Daulah  ibn  'Ubaid  ibn  KurrCis  al-JullSl,  and  by 
Mansflr  ibn  Salim  al-JulUl,  of  Cairo,  and  by  others;  and  out  of  the 
money  brought  by  MakiLrim  ibn  Abfi  'l-Minnd,  the  priest  of  the  Church 
of  the  Lady,  called  Al-Mu'allakah,  at  Misr,  to  Anba  Jonas,  the  patri- 
arch,  as   a    consecration   fee'',  that    he    might    make    him    bishop    of 


'  Otherwise  called  John,  the  seventy -second  patdarcli,  a,  d.  1 147-1167  ; 
Renaudol,  Hut.  Pair.  pp.  517-530. 

^  See  Introduction.  '  See  note  on  fol.  5  a, 

*  Shartdniyah  (iljjijj.£)  is  the  Greek  x'^i""'"'^''i  used  as  an  ecclesiastical  term 
for  '  ordination'  or  '  consecration.'  The  fact  that  it  had  acquired  the  secondaiy 
meaning  which  it  bears  in  the  text  points  to  the  existence  of  simony  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  among  the  Copts. 
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Tunbudha,^  although  the  acceptance  of  such  fees  is  forbidden  by  the 
canons.  So  the  patriarch  accepted  the  money  for  this  object,  and  [the 
priest]  was  consecrated  bishop.  [The  expenses  were  also  paid]  out  of 
tlic  money  raised  by  the  sale  of  the  silver  vessels  belonging  to  the 
church.  By  the  restoration,  the  church  was  completely  furnished,  as  it 
had  been  before ;  and  it  was  consecrated,  and  the  litui^y  was  said  in  it. 

§  The  church  of  Saint  John,  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  built  Pol.  31  b 
above  the  Great  Church^,  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Kh^ssat  ad-Daiilah 
Abu  '1-Fada  il,  known  by  the  name  of  Ibn  DukhSn,  and  was  conse- 
crated, and  the  liturgy  was  said  in  it.  He  also  rebuilt,  in  front  of  it, 
a  tower,  close  to  it,  which  was  old  and  had  fallen  to  ruin ;  he  built 
it  in  three  stories  in  a  place  which  belonged  to  the  monastery.  This 
and  the  furnishing  were  [partly]  paid  for  by  the  most  excellent  Shaikh 
Salib,  the  above  mentioned.  The  tower  was  not,  however,  completed ; 
and  the  cause  of  the  delay  was  Abil  '1-Barakat,  son  of  the  excellent 
Shaikh  Abu  '1-Fakhr  ibn  Sibuwaili. 

While  the  aforesaid  church  was  being  restored,  the  greater  part  of 
the  monastery  was  destroyed.  [The  Shaikh  Salib]  also  dug  a  great  well 
for  a  water-wheel.  He  also  built  the  first  story  of  the  tower,  and  half 
of  the  second  story ;  and  he  was  making  efforts  to  finish  it,  when 
he  was  addressed  by  the  aforesaid  AbCl  'I-Barakat,  who  said:  'None 
shall  finish  this  work  but  I,  with  my  own  money-'  In  the  courtyards 
outside  this  church  there  are  buryjng-grounds.  The  rest  of  the 
monastery  and  the  pavilion  have  not  been  finished  up  to  this  time. 
Five  wells  have  been  dug  in  this  monastery,  and  in  the  courtyards  which 
surround  it  and  are  its  property. 

The  greater  part  of  the  houses  and  the  shops,  bought  for  this 
monastery  when  it  was  restored,  were  ruined  ;  and  those  which  remained 


'  Or  Tanbadhah  (iSllL),  see  VakQt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  00.,  whereas  in 
i.  p.  r-D  he  gives  t^'iLlV.  It  was  the  Coptic  TA-fitE'tJUT,  and  is  now  in  the 
district  of  Bant  Mazar  in  the  province  of  Minyah,  with  a  population  in  1885 
of  1,487,  See  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  479.  TunhudhS  and  Ishnin  were  called  the 
'Two  Brides'  (j^,LjjJ1)  on  account  of  their  beauty;  see  YakQt,  op,  cit.  i.  p.  rno. 

'  Of  St.  Mennas. 

P  2 
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were  left  deserted,  and  were  surrounded  by  ruins.     Then  tliey  were  sold 
Pol.  32  a  by  Anba  Mark,  bishop  of  Misr,  to  a  certain  man,  who  demolished  them, 
and  carried    away  the  bricks  and  the  timber;  so  that  this  monastery 
remained  in  the  midst  of  ruins,  among  the  mounds  of  rubbish. 

§  Among  the  dependencies  of  the  church,  within  the  wall  which 
surrounds  it,  and  on  the  northern  side,  there  is  a  church,  named  after 
Saint  Theodore,  which  is  suspended'  and  supported  on  marble  columns. 
This  church  was  wrecked,  and  its  columns  were  carried  away,  and  it  was 
turned  into  a  mosque,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-HSkim  ;  and  a  minaret  was 
built  for  it.  The  architectural  features  and  the  wall  of  this  church  remain 
outside  the  fabric.  There  is  also,  in  the  Hamrd  al-Wusta,  a  church 
named  after  Saint  Coluthus^,  built  in  the  caliphate  of  AI-Amir,  and 
under  the  government  of  Suwarr  ibn  Rufa'ah,  on  ground  bought  by  the 
Christians  from  the  tribe  of  Banii  Fahm  ;  it  stood  near  the  baths  of  Ibn 
Naj^h,  and  the  alley  named  Zukak  ibn  'Akll^. 

The  Three  Hamras. 
According    to    the    Book   of  Al-Kkitat,   by   Al-Kindi,    the    three 
Hamr&s^  were  the  HamrS  al-Kuswi,  the  Hamra  al-Wusta,  and   the 


'  Any  building  resting  upon  columns  is  called  'suspended'  (ijli.).  (A.J.  B.) 
'  This  saint,  whose  festival  is  kept  by  the  Copts  on  Bashans  25  =  May  so,  was 
a  priest,  and  his  sisler  was  manied  to  Arrianus,  governor  of  the  Thebaid  under 
Diocleiian.  Coluthus  suffered  martjrdom  by  decapitation  after  terrible  tortures. 
Sec  Georgii  Dt  miiacuhs  S  Colulhi,  &c.,  Rome,  1794;  Zoega,  Calal.  Codd.  Copt. 
p.  237,  cod.  "ill  ,  Am^linciu,  Aelts  des  MM.  p.  21. 

The  form  of  the  name  Kultah  (iSis)  is  analogous  to  Jirjah  {ja^),  Sirjah  (i»^), 
Tadrah  (ijilj),  Kurrah  (j^),  Andlinah  (ijjjjl),  &c.,  and  to  Syriac  foims  such  as  JfoS, 
derived  from  the  Greek  vocative;    see  NSldeke,  Sjt.  Gram.,  p,  79.     Cf.  Coptic 

KoXee,  &c. 

'  Ibn  Duljmak  calls  it  ']^li  Jj=  t^.  J*-  3^}  '  The  Alley  of  Sahl  ibn  'Akil 
in  the  Hamra;'  see  JCtidd  at~Inlifdr  li-wdsiiah  'ikd  al-amsdr,  iv.  p,  if . 

*  Here  follows  an  account  of  the  laying  out,  at  the  time  of  the  Arab  conquett 
and  of  the  first  foundaiion  of  Al-Fustat,  of  the  three  quarters  called  respectively 
the  Further,  Middle,  and  Nearer  Hamras.    A  similar  account  of  the  first  laying  out 
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Hamra  ad-Dunya,  and  the  first  part  of  them  was  that  which  was  laid 
out  by  the  tribe  of  Bili  ibn  al-'Umar  ibn  al-H4f  ibn  Kudd'ah,  from  the 
sti'ect  called  Darb  Az-ZajjSJin,  by  which  the  market-place  called  Siik 
Wardan  is  entered,  to  the  alley  called  Zukak  Abu  Farwah,  or  its 
vicinity,  and  it  ends  at  the  passage  called  Khaukhat  al-Istabl  in  the 
HamrS.  That  which  was  laid  out  by  the  tribe  of  Banu  Eahr  ibn 
Suwadah  ibn  Afsd  extends  from  the  Hamri  ad-Duny^,  opposite  the  Fol.  32  b 
mosque  of  Al-Kurun,  to  the  covered  passage  called  Saljifat  as-Sari 
or  its  vicinity.  That  part  of  the  HamrS,  al-Wust^  which  was  laid  out 
by  Hadhil  ibn  Madrakah  extends  from  the  guard-house  of  Aba 
'1-Mahijir  or  its  vicinity  to  the  place  called  Bain  al-Kflmain^.     That 


of  these  quarters  is  given  by  Al-MakrM  ^;4i'(<i(  i  p  rlA,  and  by  Ibn  Dukmak,  iv. 
p.  f  f      It  IS  difficult  at  the  present  dT.j  to  identif)  miny  of  the  points  described. 

^  Bain  a!  KQmain  is  south  of  the  Roman  fortresb  where  Dair  BabJlin  and 
Dair  TalrQs  are  situated  jabal  al  Kabih  is  a  rockj  elevation  in  the  quarter 
of  Ibn  TGlfin  and  upon  it  stood  the  well  known  Kalat  al-Kabsh,  of  which  a 
good  illustration  with  an  inleresting  note  is  gi\en  in  R.  Hay's  lllustralions  of 
Cairo  London  1840  fol  The  hill  on  which  this  castle  stood  was  also  called 
Jabal  Yashkur  As  far  as  I  am  aware  there  is  no  moat  or  canal  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  now  But  it  is  evident  so  far  that  i^bu  "iihh  is  s[  eaking  of  a  quarter  extending 
from  the  Bab  Ibn  Tulun  across  the  present  rubbish-mounds  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  to  Dair  BablQn.  The  mention  of  St.  Mennas  below  gives  another  fixed 
point,  if  it  may  be  identified  with  the  present  Dair  Mart  M!na ;  and  this  would 
show  that  Al-Hamr4  extended  also  west  of  the  line  from  BSb  Ibn  TillQn  to  Dair 
Babliin,  in  the  direction  of  the  Khalij.  Finally  Dair  Abfi  's-Saifain,  lower  in  the 
text,  is  described  as  situated  in  the  Hamra  ad-Duny4.  Al-Makrizi  states  that  under 
the  Abbaside  caliphs  the  Further  !Hamri  was  again  built  over,  and  called  Al-'Askar, 
so  that  a  plain  which  had  grown  bare  save  for  the  Christian  monasteries  dotted 
over  it  was  once  more  covered  with  houses.  See  Ha  maker's  Expugnalio 
Mcmphidis,  notes,  p.  102.  In  the  M^moires  de  la  Mission  ArcMologique  Franfaise 
au  Caire,  1881-1884,  there  is  an  essay  on  the  early  topography  of  Cairo,  illustrated 
with  four  plates,  which  are  exceedingly  interesting  and,  as  far  as  they  go,  most 
valuable.  But  the  author  has  strangely  neglected  this  region  of  Old  Cairo  and 
Al-Hamra,  devoting  all  his  learning  and  talent  to  the  Fatimide  city.  On  p.  417 
(torn,  i)  there  is  a  brief  note  upon  Al-Hamra,  which  certainly  makes  the  boundaries 


y  Google 


no  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

part  which  was  laid  out  by  the  tribe  of  Banfl  '1-Azrak  extended  from  the 
Hamrd  al-Kusw4  to  the  street  of  Yashkur  ibn  Jazilah  ibn  Lakhm,  and 
to  Al-Kantarah  and  its  road,  down  to  the  moat  or  canal,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Jabal  al-Kabsh,  and  to  AUMajaiz  and  the  monastery  of  Mary 
or  its  vicinity ;  and  the  flat  below  the  hill  is  all  named  after  Yashkur, 
from  the  cemetery  and  the  mosque  of  Al-Khalflk  and  the  pool  of  Kariin 
and  the  hill  of  Yashkur  ibn  'Udwan  ibn  Lakhm. 

The  Book  oi  Al-Kkitat  also  relates  that  the  tribe  of  Banu  Kininah 
ibn  'Amr  ibn  al-Kibr  ibn  Fahm  laid  out  that  part  of  the  Hamra 
al-Wust4  which  extends  from  the  alley  of  Sah!  ibn  "AkU  to  the  conduit 
where  the  wheat-sellers  are,  and  the  alley  called  Zukak  at-Turmus, 
opposite  the  church  of  Saint  Mennas;  and  that  the  tribe  of  Banu  Rubil, 
whose  ancestor  Rubil  was  a  Jew,  laid  out  part  of  Al-Hamra,  as  far  as 
the  monastery  of  Mary,  north  of  the  gardens  of  Hawi  and  the  mosque 
of  Al-Khalijk  on  the  flat.  The  sons  of  Yashkur  ibn  Jazilah  ibn  Lakhm 
laid  out  part  of  the  HamrS  al-Kuswa,  namely  the  open  place  of 
Ad-DunyS  and  that  of  Ar-Rtlyah,  and  the  road  of  Khulan  from  the 
Darb  al-Kantarah  to  the  market-place  of  Wardan,  and  from  the  road 
of  Al-Hamra  and  the  part  beyond  it  on  the  Nile,  which  is  called 
the  place  of  AI-Kaba'il,  to  the  stable  and  to  the  baths  of 'A^-Salib' 
or '  the  Church'.' 


of  ihe  disirict  too  narrow  :  and  ii  is  not  even  marked  on  ihe  plan  whicii  profe.sses 
to  show  Fubtat  Misr  in  the  year  969  a.d.  The  old  bed  of  the  river  is  well  shown 
in  contrast  with  the  present  line  :  but  there  again  the  plan  seems  to  me  erjoneous, 
inasmuch  as  for  the  whole  river  frontage  of  Old  Cairo  the  piesent  line  of  the  bank 
is  given,  and  the  divergence  of  the  old  channel  from  the  present  channel  is  made 
10  begin  at  a  point  by  the  Fum  al-KhaJij  and  to  extend  only  northward  of  that 
point,  whereas  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  even  in  the  tenth  century  the  bed  of 
the  river  southward  from  Fum  al-Kbalij  to  Kasr  ash-Shama'  was  still  eastward 
of  the  present  line.    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  baths  of  Al-Fustat  and  Cairo  often  changed  their  names.  The  baih 
of '  the  Church'  (i_-jSJl)  was  named  after  the  chuich  of  Sf.  Sinuthius,  which  stood 
near  it.  This  bath  was  also  called  the  'Bath  of  the  Vault'  (_j,iJl  .Ua-).  See 
Ibn  Duljmak,  iv.  p.  1  .i  , 
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Church  of  Saint  Onuphrius. 
In  the  Hamri  also  is  the  church^  of  Saint  Onuphrius  ^  the  holy  man, 
the  pilgrim,  the  contemplative,  which  was  restored  by  a  woman  named 
Turfah,  according  to  the  testimony  of  an  [inscribed]  board  which  was 
put  up  at  the  door  of  it,  near  the  well  which  is  now  filled  up;  and 
through  this  door  the  women  entered.  Near  this  church  were  the 
houses  where  lived  Amin  al-Umana  Abu  '1-Yaman  Sums  ibn  Makriwah, 
son  of  Zanbiir,  who  was  na?ir  of  the  Delta,  and  his  son  the  incom- 
parable vizier,  the  lord  of  those  that  wield  the  sword  and  the  pen, 
Abfi  Sa'd  Mansur^.  The  latter  was  sent  out  to  meet  Nasir  ad-Daulah 
ibn  Hamdan  and  the  tribes  of  Kais*  and  Lawdtah^,  the  traitors,  and 
a  body  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army  were  with  him  ;  this  was  in  the 
caliphate  of  Al-Mustansir.  Ab(i  Sa'd  remained  vizier  for  a  short  time 
only,  for  the  soldiers  demanded  their  pay  of  him,  and  he  promised  it 
and  then  fled,  and  his  career  came  to  an  end. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  sanctuary  in  this  church  [of  Saint  Onuphrius], 
there  was  a  threshold  of  black  granite,  upon  which  were  figures  carved 


'  Ibn  Dukmak  (i.  p.  i  .a)  mentions  this  church  as 
CllU*   t5JJl  J^-^'   ,W.   ijOJl   }a3^-   (Ji-jyi   \^^.  a~-:SJI   > j^   ij   ^jj   <—3jii  i— -a 
'  The  church  called  after  Abfl  Nafar :  this  rfiurch  is  in  the  Middle  Hamra.  in  the 
street  of  Kibarah,  near  the  mosque  which  is  there.' 

'  This  saint,  called  in  Arabic  AbQ  Nafar.  whose  festival  is  kept  on  Ba'flnah  i6 
= June  lo,  and  by  the  Roman  church  on  Jnne  i  s,  was  a  hermit  in  Upper  Egypt. 
His  life  was  written  by  St,  Paphnutius  (see  below,  fol.  65  b),  of  whom  Onuphrius 
was  an  elder  contemporary.  See  Synaxarium,  Paris  MS.  Arabe  256,  fol.  228; 
Ada  SS.  at  June  12,  where  versions  of  the  hfe  by  Paphnutius  are  given. 
Onuphrius  would  seem  to  have  died  about  a-d.  400. 

'  Vizier  for  a  few  days  only  to  Al-Mustansir.  See  As-SuyQti,  Hum  al- 
Muhddarak,  ii.  p.  lof ;  Quatremere,  M/m.  ii.  p.  353. 

*  The  Kais  were  an  Arab  tribe  who  settled  in  Egypt  soon  after  the  Mahometan 
conquest.     See  Al-Makriz!,  translated  by  Quatrembre,  Mem.  ii.  p.  207  ff. 

"  The  Lawitah  were  a  tribe  of  North  Africa,  of  Berber  origin,  who  settled  in 
Egypt.  According  to  Al-MakrizJ  they  pretended  to  be  of  Arab  descent  and 
connected  with  the  great  tribe  of  Kais.  See  Yakflt,  ii.  p.  nv  ;  Al-MakrM,  trans- 
lated by  Quatrcmfere,  3f/m.  ii.  p.  207. 
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and  painted  in  the  style  of  those  in  the  ancient  temples,  and  it  was 
placed  there  to  prevent  the  Httle  birds  from  going  into  the  sanctuary, 
or  into  the  tank ;  and  it  is  said  that  a  man  from  Upper  Egypt,  who 
visited  this  church,  passed  the  night  here,  and  imagined  that  he  could 
decipher  certain  letters  upon  the  stone'.  In  this  way  the  tank  was 
freed  from  the  little  birds  which  went  into  it. 
)  The  church  was  burnt  during  the  fire  of  Misr.  in  the  month  of  Safar, 
A.H.  564  (a,D.  1169),  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-'Adid,  and  the  vizieratc  of 
ShSwar.  It  was  afterwards  restored,  with  its  domes  and  arches,  by  the 
Shaikh  Abu  'l-Makarim  ibn  HannS  the  scribe,  and  by  other  Christians. 
Among  the  churches  attached  to  this  church  of  Saint  Onuphrius,  there 
is,  on  the  ground  floor,  a  church  dedicated  to  Saint  Coluthus,  restored 
by  AbH  '1-Fakhr  ibn  Furaij  ibn  Khuwair,  [who  was  priest]  in  the  church 
of  the  Island  of  Misr^;  and,  in  the  upper  story,  is  the  church  of 
Saint  Mennas,  built  by  the  Shaikh  Sa'id  ad-Daulah  ibn  Munj^  ibn 
Abu  Zakari  ibn  as-Sarid.  There  is  also  a  church  of  the  Pure  Fathers, 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Abu  Sa'id  Gabriel 
ibn  Buktur,  known  as  Ibn  al-A'raj,  and  afterwards  by  AbQ  '1-Fakhr,  the 
scribe  of  salaries^,  known  as  Sa'id^n.  There  is  also  the  church  of  Saint 
Or*,  restored   by  the   Shaikh  Abfl  '1-Fakhr,  the  scribe  of  salaries  of 


'  This  may,  of  course,  have  been  a  mere  exercise  of  fancy,  or  it  may  point  to 
a  traditional  knowledge  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  as  well  as  of  the 
hieratic  and  demotic  scripts,  long  preserved  in  Upper  Egypt.  The  bishop 
Pisentius,  in  the  seventh  century,  learnt  in  a  monastery  to  decipher  demotic 
papyri  containing  the  names  of  mummies ;  see  Am^lineau,  Conies  el  romans  de 
VAgypte  (hr/l.  i.  p.  kxxix. 

'^  The  Island  of  Misr  is  north  of  Raudah  or  Roda,  the  large  island  in  the  Nile 
nearly  opposite  to  Old  Cairo.  There  was  a  Coptic  monastery  upon  this  island  called 
Dair  ash-Shama',  doubtless  from  its  proximity  to  the  Ka§r  asi-SAama'.    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  I.  e.  one  of  the  secretaries  who  superintended  the  payment  of  the  officials  of 
the  government. 

'  HQr,  whose  festival  is  kept  on  Kihak  2  =  Nov.  28,  is  a  saint  famous  in  the 
annals  of  Egyptian  monasticism.  His  name  appears  as  'ap  in  Greek,  and  as 
gjODp  in  Coptic,  and  Or  in  Latin.     He  was  an  abbot  in  Upper  Egypt.     Sayings 
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the  Diw&n  al-Majlis'.  The  Great  Church^  [of  Saint  Onuphrius]  was 
restored  by  AbCi  '1-Faraj  ibn  ZanbCir,  in  Barmah4t  of  the  year  899 
of  the  Righteous  Martyrs  (a.d.  1183);  and  it  became  a  patriarchal 
church  in  Tibah  of  the  year  900  (a.D.  1183-4),  through  the  agency 
of  the  aforesaid. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  Guide  to  the  Festivals'^,  that,  on  the  7th  of  Klhak, 
Ibn  Katib  a!-Farghfini  was  beheaded.     It  was  he  who  superintended 


of  his  are  among  the  Apophihegmala  Pairum.  See  his  life  in  Rosweyde,  Vitat 
Patrum,-^.  714  f.;  cf.  Zoega,  Ca/.  Codd.  Copt.  p.  299;  Synaxarium  (Paris  MS.  .^ra^« 
256),  ad  diem  ;  Acta  SS.  at  Aug.  7.  The  prefix  Aba  (U)  is  the  Coptic  A.nA.,  and 
appears  in  Greek  as  dna  (Greek  inscriptions  at  Philae),  or  iJjnra  {Callimachns, 
Hymn,  in  Dianam  6,  and  Greek  papyrus  quoted  by  Karabacek).  Whether  it  is 
a  form  of  AbbS,  the  Syriac  U>1,  generally  written  in  Coptic  as  i.6.B.i.,  is  disputed. 
It  was  sometimes  applied  to  secular  officers. 

'  The  preposition  has  been  omitted  by  the  scribe  before  ^jljii.  The  DIw3n 
al-Majlis  was  the  chief  of  the  Divans  or  government  boards  in  Egypt,  and  was 
subdivided  into  several  smaller  boards,  employing  many  scribes  or  secretaries; 
see  Al-Makrizi,  Khitat,  i.  pp.  riv-F. .  . 

°  The  Great  Church  means,  of  course,  the  principal  church,  to  which  these 
smaller  churches  or  chapels  were  added,  whether  above  it,  or  contiguous  to  it  on 
the  same  level. 

'  It  appears  that  there  were  several  'Guides  to  the  Festivals'  among  the 
Copts.     The  Synaxarium  says  at  Halflr  17  : 

,_**jjl    J 

'The  17th  day  of  HatOr,  on  which,  as  it  is  agreed  by  the  Guides  of 
Alexandria,  and  the  Guide  written  by  Anb^  Jonas,  bishop  of  Kift,  and  the  Guide 
of  the  Melkites,  the  death  of  Saint  John  Chrysostom  is  commemorated,'  &c. 
(Paris  MS.  Arabe  356.) 

The  ordinary  Synaxaria,  however,  do  not  mention  the  death  of  this  Coptic 
martyr  Ibn  Katib. 

q  [II-  70 
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Fol.  34  a  the  construction  of  the  Nilometer',  in  A.  H.  247^  (a.  D.  864),  and  his 
body  is  in  the  church  of  Saint  Coluthus,  which  was  a  separate  church 
in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Amir,  and  has  already  been  mentioned,  in 
connection  with  the  church  of  Saint  Mennas  in  the  Middle  Hamra. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire  already  mentioned,  the  threshold  of  black 
granite,  which  has  been  described,  was  removed  and  placed  at  the 
outer  entrance,  near  a  well  of  running  water,  where  there  is  a  burying- 
ground. 

The  garden  which  lies  opposite  to  this  church  was  its  property, 
until  it  was  sequestrated  by  the  Diw4n  of  the  government,  in  the 
caliphate  of  Al-Amir.  The  material  of  all  the  houses  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  property  of  Ibn  Zanbur,  was  sold,  and  the  ground  was 
turned  into  a  single  courtyard,  in  which  was  a  well  with  a  water-wheel, 
skilfully  constructed.  All  this  property  was  bought,  and  devoted  to 
the  use  of  the  church,  by  the   Shaikh  Sani'at  al-Mulk  Abu  '1-Faraj, 


'  This  was  in  ihe  caliphate  of  Al-Mutawakkil,  the  Abbaside,  and  under  Yazid 
ibn  'Abd  Allih  Ihe  Turk,  goiernor  of  Lg^jt 

*  The  date  here  given  correbponds  wnh  that  generally  recorded  by  Arab 
historians  for  the  coniplelion  of  ihe  Nilometer  Some  repairs  were  carried  out 
by  Ahmad  ibn  Tfilfln  twelve  jeirs  hler  but  Al  Maknzi  Aa  Suyflti  and  Al-Ishaki 
agree  that  the  Nilometer  had  been  very  little  altered  up  to  their  own  time,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  remains  substantullj  the  s-ime  now  Ihe  pointed  arches 
used  in  the  construction  of  this  Nilometer  are  about  'ii'iteen  years  older  than  those 
in  the  mosque  of  Ibn  Tfllfln,  and  they  are  of  course  much  older  than  any  example 
of  the  pointed  arch  in  Gothic  architecture  Lani.  thmks  it  probable  that  both  the 
mosque  and  the  Nilometer  were  bu  It  b)  the  same  architect  It  was  known  that 
the  mosque  of  Ibn  Tulfln  was  built  bj  a  Copt  and  if  Line  s  theorj  v^  Lorrect,  we 
have  his  name  in  Ibn  Kdlib  a!  Farghani,  the  CopUc  architect  of  the  Nilometer. 
See  Lane's  Modern  Egyptians,  vol.  ii.  p.  341  {App.  F) ;  S.  Lane  Poole's  Art  of  ihe 
Saracens  in  Egypt,  pp.  54-55  ;  Murray's  Egypt,  vol.  ii.  pp,  174,  232  (6th  ed.). 
Pococke  (vol.  i.  p.  29)  gives  a  cut  showing  a  plan  and  secdon  of  the  Nilometer, 
and  claims  special  credit  for  its  accuracy ;  but  he  exhibits  circular,  not  pointed 
arches.  Norden's  section  is  better ;  see  his  Vnyage  d'PjgypU  et  de  Nubie, 
Copenhagen,  1755,  fol.,  plate  xxvi.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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son  of  the  Shaikh  'Ilm  as-Su'adS  AbO  '1-Yaman,  son  of  the  Shaikh 
Sanl'at  al-Mulk  AbQ  '1-Faraj  ibn  al-Wazir,  who  handed  over  the 
management  to  the  Shaikh  Abil '  l-Makirim  ibn  Hann^,  and  to  those 
whom  he  should  choose  after  him.  This  church  was  included  within 
the  fortress  built  by  Shawar  the  vizier,  who  constructed  a  passage 
leading  to  the  church,  at  which  you  arrive  from  the  entrance  of  the 
mosque  of  Al-Kurun^,  in  the  nearer  Hamrd.  This  mosque  was  built 
by  As-Sahri  ibn  Al-Hakam.  To  this  church  belonged  the  hegumen  Pol.  E 
Bashir  ibn  an-Nashr,  a  native  of  Munyat  al-Umara^  who  was  wise  and 
learned,  a  good  priest,  sweet-voiced,  beautiful  in  countenance,  perfect 
in  stature,  respected  by  men,  The  Shaikh  Abu  'l-FadJ  ibn  al-Uskuf, 
scribe  of  Al-Afdal  ShShanshSh,  was  assiduous  in  his  prayers  in 
tliis  church,  and  communicated  in  it ;  and  when  he  had  received  the 
eucharist,  each  day  that  he  came,  he  threw  into  the  plate^  a  dinar  for 
this  priest,  on  account  of  the  pleasure  which  he  took  in  his  ministration 
and  the  sweetness  of  his  voice.  This  priest  was  drowned  in  the  Bahr 
al-Jizah  ;  may  God  give  rest  to  his  soul ! 


'  According  to  Ibn  Abd  il  llikim  whom  our  author  is  prot  lU)  follow  ug 
this  mosqi  e  was  rebuilt  bj  As  Sal  n  (or  As  Sirn)  ibn  al  Hikam  after  it  had  been 
burnt  down  and  was  cilkd  Misque  of  the  Horns  dji/)  because  its  pilhrs 
resembled  horn';       See  Ibn  Dukmik  iv  p  ai 

'  A  'small  town  m  the  nc^hbourlood  of  Ciin  on  the  road  to  Alexandria 
Yik fit  places  it  one  parasang  from  the  capitil  It  was  famous  frr  its  Sunday 
cattle  market  and  for  tht  wine  wh  ch  was  made  there  n  lart,e  quantities  Of 
the  latter  commod  tj  no  les**  tbaii  80000  jars  are  sad  to  have  been  dtstrojed 
in  the  inundation  of  a  h  7iS=a  d  1318  \s  it  maj  be  inferred  from  this 
statement  most  of  the  inh-ib  tants  wen.  Christians  The  j  lace  was  albo  ciUed 
Rlumat  al  Amir  an  i  Mun\at  il  Shirij  There  seem  to  have  been  two  other 
places  called  Munj  at  al  Amir  M  na  1  Amir  is  now  included  w  1  hin  the  distnct  of 
Badrasham  m  the  proi  mce  of  Al  Jiziyah  and  hid  in  1 885  a  population  of  2  935 
SeeYakfit  Mushtarik  p  f  ^  Revenue  list  of  a  0  1^75  in  DeSacys  j4W^//i/)/" 
pp.599  and  676  ,  Al-Makrizi,  Khtal,  n.  p.  ir.  ,  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  Fv ,  Rei..  de 
VKgypte,  ii.  p.  218,     Cf.  below,  fd.  61  a. 

=  For  the  iabnk  or  '  plate'  sec  Cop/k  Chun  hes,  ii.  p.  33.     (A.  J.  B.) 

q  2 
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Church  of  Saint  Mercurius  or  Abh  's-Saifam. 

The  Hamra  ad-DunyS  was  formerly  called  Al-Bawasir,  and  the  river 
ran  by  it,  and  it  was  also  called  the  Bank  of  As-Sa'Jr.  The  book  of 
Al'Khitat  bi-Misr  testifies  [that  near]  the  KaisSriyat  al-Jam^P  stands 
the  important  church  dedicated  to  the  martyr  Mercurius^;  and  this  church 
was  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  has  now  receded  from  it.  The 
church  was  restored  by  the  father  Anba  Ephraitn,  the  Syrian,  the 
[sixty- second]  in  the  order  of  succession^,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Imam 
Al-'Aziz  bi-'Uah,  son  of  Al-Imam  Al-Mu'izz  li  din!  'llah.  In  ancient 
times  there  had  been  a  church  dedicated  to  Saint  Mercurius,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  but  it  was  ruined  and  turned  into  a  storehouse  for 
sugar-canes.  Then,  in  the  time  of  this  patriarch,  enquiries  were  made 
about  the  creed  of  the  Christians,  whether  they  believed  in  the  truth 


^  The  passage  is  slightly  corrupt.  The  reference  is,  of  course,  to  the  Ekilat 
Miar  of  Al-Kindt,  from  which  our  author  so  frequently  borrows.  There  were 
many  Kaisdriyahs  in  Cairo  and  Fustat  Misr ;  and  accounts  of  them  are  given 
by  Al-Makrizi,  Khilat,  ii.  pp,  ai-ii,  and  Ibn  DukmSk,  iv.  pp.  r^-f..  They  were 
quadrangles,  enclosed  by  a  colonnade,  and  used  as  market-places  or  bazaars.  The 
name  was  borrowed  by  the  Arabs  from  the  famous  Caesarium  {Kmadpiov)  of 
Alexandria,  mentioned  by  Strabo,  xvi.  c.  i.  and  by  Pliny,  H.  N.  xxxvi.  14,  4. 

'  We  are  now  coming  to  the  history  of  the  present  church  of  AbQ  's-Saifain. 
The  tradition  that  the  Nile  came  near  it  consists  with  the  similar  tradition  con- 
cerning Kasr  asli-Sliama'  (see  R.  Hay's  Illustrations  of  Cairo,  where  is  an 
excellent  sketch  of  the  great  Roman  gateway  and  the  two  bastions  adjoining ; 
see  also  note  upon  the  plate).  The  main,  and  I  think  decisive,  reason  for  this 
identification  lies  in  the  absolute  certainty  of  the  association  of  the  existing  church 
of  St.  Mercurius  or  Abfl  's-Saifain  with  the  legend  attached  to  the  church 
of  St.  Mercurius  of  the  text.  The  story  as  related  to  me  by  the  priest  of  the 
church,  and  the  legend  recorded  by  AI-Makin  in  the  fourteenth  century,  are  both 
given  in  Coptic  Churches,  i.  pp.  124-127 :  and  the  one-eyed  water-carrier  of  the 
legend  corresponds  with  the  one-eyed  tanner  of  Abi\  Saiih's  earlier  version. 
(A.J.B.) 

'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  977  (?)  to  981  (?) ;  see  Renaudot,  Hiii.  Pair. 
PP-  366-373. 
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or  in  a  lie.     So  the  Cliristians  assembled  and  went  out  to  the  mountain,  FoLSS  a 

and  the  Muslims  and  Jews  went  out  at  the  same  time,  on  account  of 

a  certain  event  which  is  related  in  the  history  of  the  church.     Many  of 

the  Muslim  sayyids^  came  forward,  and  prayed,  and  cried  AlWiii  akbar, 

and  implored  the  assistance  of  God,  but  no  sign   appeared   to  them. 

Then  the  Jews  followed  them,  and  still  no  result  followed.     Then  the 

patriarch  came  forward,  and  ihe  tanner,  for  whom  God  had  performed 

a  miracle,  followed  him  ;   and  all  the  orthodox  people  followed  them. 

They  prayed   to   the   most  high  God,   and   burnt   incense,  and   cried 

Kyrie  eUison^   three   times ;   and    God   showed   his  wonders,  and  the 

mountain   moved :   namely,  that  part  of  the  Mukattam  hills  which  is 

near   the  hill  of  Al-Kabsh,  between   Cairo   and   Misr.      This   miracle 

took   place   through   the   faith  of  the   tanner,   who   had   plucked    out 

his  own  eye  by  the   root,  and  in  the  presence  of  Al-'Aziz"  and  the 

chief  men  of  his  government,  and  the  cadis   of  the  Muslims.     When 

Al-'Aziz  had  witnessed  this  great   miracle,  he   said:    'It   is   enough, 

O  patriarch  ;  we  recognize  what  God  has  done  for  you  ; '  and  then  he 

added :  '  Desire  of  me  what  thou  choosest,  and  I  will  do  it  for  thee.' 

The  patriarch,  however,  refused  with  thanks ;  but  Al-'Aziz  begged  him 

to  ask  for  something,  and  did  not  cease  until  the  patriarch  had  asked 

for    a    certain    church,   which    had    fallen    into    ruin.      So    Al-'Aziz  Pol.  35  b 

commanded   that   this   church  should   be   restored    for   the    patriarch, 

and  it  is  said  to  have  been  the  church  of  Saint  Mercurius. 

When  the  patriarch  was  about  to  begin  to  work  upon  this  church, 
the  common  people  of  the  Muslims  attacked  him.  For  the  church  had 
fallen  into  ruin,  and  nothing  was  left  to  mark  it  except  the  walls,  which 
were  also  in  a  state  of  decay ;  and  it  had  been  turned  into  a  storehouse 
for  sugar-canes.  So  the  command  was  issued  that  it  should  be  restored 
by  the   patriarch,  and   that   money  should  be  allowed  him  from  the 


'  Or  members  of  the  family  of  the  prophet  Mahomet. 

^  It  is  well  known  that  this  liturgical  formula  of  the  first  Christians  has  been 
preserved  in  the  original  Greek  in  the  Coplic  ritual,  as  it  has  been  in  the  Latin  mass. 

'^  The  caliph  Al-'Aziz  bi-'lISh  Abll  I^Iansflr  Nazar,  fifth  of  the  Fatimides, 
rciijned  from  a.h.  365  to  386  =  *.  d.  97.5  to  996. 
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treasury,  as  much  as  he  should  ask  for.  The  patriarch,  however,  took 
the  decree,  but  returned  the  money,  with  apologies,  saying :  '  God,  to 
whom  be  praise,  who  has  shown  his  great  power,  is  able  to  assist  in 
the  erection  of  houses  for  his  worship,  and  has  no  need  of  this  world's 
money.'  And  he  begged  Al-'Aziz  to  restore  the  money  to  its  place, 
and  not  to  force  him  to  accept  it ;  so  the  caliph  consented  to  his  request. 
And  when  the  patriarch  was  hindered,  by  those  who  attacked  him, 
from  restoring  the  church  to  its  original  state,  and  when  they  raised 
disturbances  and  showed  their  indignation  at  the  matter,  news  was 
brought  to  the  prince  of  the  faithful,  Al-'Aziz  bi-'114h,  that  the  common 
people  would  not  allow  the  patriarch  to  carry  out  the  decree  for  the 
restoration  of  the  church.  Then  Al-'Aziz  commanded  that  a  body  of 
his  troops  and  his  mamelukes  should  go  and  stand  by  during  the 
rebuilding  of  the  fabric,  and  should  repulse  any  who  tried  to  hinder  it, 
and  punish  them  as  they  deserved  for  opposing  'that  which  we  have 
decreed  to  them'.'  When  the  people  saw  this,  they  refrained  from 
their  attacks.     Thus  the  work  was  begun. 

Now  it  happened  at  that  time  that  the  Shaikh  Abu  '1-Yaman 
Kuzm^n  ibn  Mina,  the  scribe,  travelled  to  Palestine  and  the  surrounding 
districts,  and  remained  there  a  considerable  time,  employing  himself  in 
the  work  to  which  he  had  been  called  ;  and  in  this  way  he  gained  much 
I  money.  He  lived  a  solitary  life,  for  he  was  not  married  ;  and  none 
lived  with  him  except  his  servants ;  and  he  was  abstemious  and  con- 
tented with  little,  and  economical  in  his  way  of  life.  So  he  brought 
the  money  which  he  had  laid  by  to  the  aforesaid  patriarch,  when  he 
was  about  to  return  to  Syria,  to  continue  the  work  to  which  he  had 
been  called  by  the  government  of  the  caliph ;  and  he  said  to  the 
patriarch:  'Spend  all  this  money  in  the  path  of  God;  in  building 
churches,  and  in  other  pious  works  for  the  sick  and  orphans  and  the 
poor,  according  to  the  will  of  the  most  high  God  ;  and  may  he  impute 
it  to  me  as  a  good  deed  ! '  So  he  departed  to  go  to  Syria  ;  but  before 
he  left  he  gave  two  thousand  dinars  to  the  monasteries  in  the  desert 


'  The  first  person  i^  used  in  Ihis  last  clause  onlj',  ;ip|iarcnily  a  ([iiotaLio 
ihc  decree. 
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of  Saint  Macarius',  and  he  begged  the  monks  to  remembei'  him  in  their 
prayers,  and  to  pray  for  the  continuance  of  peace  and  a  good  end. 

So  the  patriarch  began  the  restoration^,  and  a  body  of  the  chief 
men  and  the  orthodox  laity  helped  him  in  this  work,  and  brought  him 
that  which  he  needed  of  various  kinds  for  the  restoration  ;  and  the  pages 
and  soldiers  and  mamelukes  of  the  prince  of  the  faithful  stood  by  with 
him,  to  prevent  attacks  that  might  be  made  upon  him,  until  the  work 
was  finished  with  the  help  of  God.  Then  the  church  was  consecrated, 
and  the  first  liturgy  was  celebrated  in  it,  on  the  middle  altar ;  and  that  Pol.  36  b 
was  a  day  of  great  joy  and  exultation  over  that  which  God  had  done 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

After  this  the  patriarch  began  to  restore  dilapidated  churches,  and 
to  renew  those  parts  of  them  that  were  falling  into  decay.  All  this 
is  related  in  the  Lives  of  the  Patriarchs'^ ;  but  I  abridge  the  account  of 
it  here,  that  it  may  not  be  tedious.  Thus  the  churches  were  put  into 
good  order. 

Burning  and  Restoration  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Mercuritis. 

§  After  the  fire  of  Misr,  caused  by  the  mob  of  Mahometans  of  that 
city  and  of  Alexandria,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-'Adid,  and  in  the  vizierate 
of  Shiwar,  in  the  month  of  Safar,  in  the  year  564  (a. D.  1168),  [the  church 
of  Saint  Mercurius  also  was  burnt].  Now  the  patriarch  Anbi  Jonas*,  the 
seventy -second  in  the  order  of  succession,  had  foretokl  that  the  last- 
named  church  should  be  burnt,  and  that  this  should  take  place  in  the 
time  of  another  patriarch ;  and  so  it  came  to  pass.  The  cause  of  the 
burning  of  this  church  was  that  the  Christians  had  brought  many  gifts 
to  it,  and  had  made  for  it  many  splendid  vessels;  so  the  mob  of 
Muslims  desired  to  pillage  it  thoroughly,  but  were  unable  to  do  this. 


'  That  is  the  Nitrian  desert,  or  Wadi  NatrQn,  where  the  principal  monastery 
is  dedicated  to  St.  Macarius.     (A.  J.  B.) 
^  Of  St.  Mercurius  or  Abd  's-Saifain. 
'  See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  pp.  368-371. 
'  Orjohn;  he  occupied  the  see  from  a,d,  1 147  lo  1 167. 
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Fol.  37  a  Then  a  large  multitude  of  them  assembled  and  gave  way  to  their  fury, 
and  set  fire  to  the  church,  so  that  nothing  remained  except  the  walls, 
and  a  small  chapel  within  it,  which  was  not  burnt.  This  chapel  was 
dedicated  to  John  the  Baptist^,  and  here  the  liturgy  continued  to  be 
said,  until  the  Christians  decided  to  restore  the  Great  Church  aforesaid. 
So  they  restored  it,  and  completed  the  sanctuary,  and  substituted  for  the 
roof  of  timber  cupolas  and  arches  of  baked  brick.  The  wooden  baldakyn 
over  the  middle  altar  was  renewed,  and  a  wooden  tablet  was  placed 
upon  the  latter.  The  wooden  baldakyn  over  the  middle  altar  was 
exceedingly  handsome,  of  skilful  workmanship,  and  supported  on  four 
pillars  of  hard  marble-.  All  this  was  provided  by  the  Shaikh  Abfi 
'1-Barakat  ibn  AbCi  Sa'id  Hablan,  the  scribe,  in  the  year  892  of  the 
Righteous  Martyrs  (a.D,  1175-6)^  at  his  own  expense;  except  the 
pillars,  which  were  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  of  the  church,  consisting 
of  that  which  the  chief  men  subscribed  towards  it,  and  that  which  was 
brought  by  the  bishops,  who  were  appointed  to  vacant  sees,  as  a  present 
from  them.  For  this  was  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  Mark^,  who  was 
known,  before  his  promotion,  as  Abu  '1-Faraj  ibn  Zar'ah,  the  scribe ;  and 
this  patriarch  forbad  the  acceptance  of  bribes  for  consecration,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  of  the  law, '  Cursed  is  he  who  receives,  and  cursed  is  he 


'  There  is  now  no  chapel  of  St.  John  the  Bipuat  attached  to  the  Great  Church 
of  Abfl  's-Saifain,  though  there  is  a  chapel  dedu  ated  to  St  John  tht  Evangelist. 
See  the  plan  of  Abfl  's-Saifain  in  Coptic  Churthes,  i  p  78  It  is  possible  that 
the  chapel  named  in  the  text  occupied  the  ea'it  end  of  the  south  aisle:  and 
this  conjecture  is  borne  out  by  the  subsequent  shttraent  of  Abfl  Salih  that  the 
chapel  of  St.  George  also  escaped  the  fire:  for  the  chapel  of  Mirt  Jirjis  is  in 
the  triforium,  i.e.  on  the  first  floor  directly  o\er  the  south  aisle,  see  plan,  ibid. 
p.  119.     (A.J.E,) 

'  This  description  of  the  altar-canopy  resting  on  marble  columns  corresponds 
with  that  now  existing.  The  wooden  tablet  or  altar-board  has  already  been 
explained.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  date,  with  that  given  below,  roughly  fixes  a.  d.  iijo-90  as  the  date 
of  the  present  building,  although  parts  are  earlier.     (A.  J.  E.) 

'  The  seventy-third  patriarch ;  he  occupied  the  see  from  a.  n.  1174(0  1189, 
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who  gives  ; '  and  this  was  one  of  the  good  deeds  of  this  patriarch.     This 

was  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-'Adid,  and  the  vizierate  of  the  most  glorious 

Yfisuf  an-Nasir  ibn  AyyCib,  brother  of  Asad  ad-Din  Shirkflh^  the  Kurd,  Fol.  37  b 

under  the  dynasty  of  the  Ghuzz.     This  restoration  was  superintended 

by  three  architects,  among  the  principal  architects  of  Cairo,    This  church 

had  been   the  episcopal  church,  until  the  death  of  Anb^  Philotheus, 

bishop  of  Cairo ;    but  Christodulus^  transformed  it  into  a  patriarchal 

churchy  and  appointed  an  income  for  Anba  Gabriel,  the  successor  of 

Philotheus,  which  he  continued  to  receive  from  it ;  and  arranged  that 

he  should  say  liturgies  here  at  fixed  times  continually,  as  the  manmrak^ 

bears  witness.     In  the  upper  story  of  this  church  was  the  chapel'  of 


'  Salah  ad-Din  (Yfisuf  ibn  Ayyfib)  was,  of  course,  nephew,  not  brother,  of 
Asad  ad-Din  Shirkflh. 

°  The  sixty-sixth  patriarch;  he  occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  1047  to  iioo. 

'  This  would  be  quite  a  century  before  the  restoration  of  the  church.  The 
existing  tribune  and  patriarchal  throne  show  how  the  restorers  marked  the  char- 
acter conferred  on  the  church  by  Christodulus.  See  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  iii, 
and  plan  on  p.  78.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  This  passage  refers  to  some  inscription  in  the  man^arah  of  the  church.  The 
mamarak  was  a  gallery  in  the  upper  story  of  a  house,  church,  or  mosque,  open 
at  the  side  like  an  Italian  loggia.  There  is  a  well-known  example  of  such 
a  manzarah  in  the  still  existing  mosque  of  Ka'it  Bey.  The  word  also  denotes, 
as  here,  a  reception-room  on  the  ground  floor:  and  even  a  separate  pavilion. 
(A.  J.  B.) 

"  The  chapel  of  St.  George  (Abfl  Jirj  or  Mari  Jirjis)  is  in  the  south  triforium 
of  the  church  of  Abfl  's-Saifain,  and  the  cupola  referred  to  is  part  of  the  external 
fabric,  although  it  rises  over  the  sanctuary.  It  is  curious  that  Abfl  §Slili  here 
specifies  this  chapel  as  escaping  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  main  fabric,  when 
he  had  a  little  earlier  singled  out  the  chapel  of  St,  John  as  remaining  uninjured, 
and  so  seemed  to  imply  that  no  other  part  of  the  church  survived.  The  expression 
'  whole  and  untouched'  is  remarkable,  and  would  seem  to  show,  what  is  otherwise 
probable,  that  the  fire  was  of  a  very  partial  character :  unless  the  conjecture  of 
a  previous  note  holds  good,  that  the  chapel  of  St.  John  was  actually  under  that 
of  St.  Geoige.  It  must,  however,  be  noticed  that  Abfl  SAIih's  expression  only 
applies  to  the  haikal  and  dome,  and  seems  to  imply  that  the  rest  of  the  chapel 

r  [II.  7.] 
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Saint  George^  with  the  lofty  cupola,  erected  by  the  Shaikh  Abu  '1-Fadl 
Yuhanni,  son  of  Kill,  the  bishop ;  whose  father  received  the  name  of  John 
at  the  time  of  his  promotion  as  bishop  to  the  see  of  Atr5b^.  The  cupola 
and  the  sanctuary,  that  is  to  say  the  altar,  and  the  walls  of  this  chapel 
remained  whole  and  untouched  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  Ibn  AbCi 
'1-Fada'il  ibn  FarruJ  built  an  enclosure  around  this  church,  which  he 
also  whitewashed  and  paved  ;  and  it  was  solemnly  opened  in  the  year 
570  (a.  D.  1175). 

Church  of  the  Archangel  Michael. 
The  church  of  the  ange!  Michael*  was  the   patriarchal  Cell  from 


westward  was  burnt.  I  may  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  description  of  the  existing 
chapel  written  twelve  years  before  I  had  seen  Abfi  Salih.  '  The  choir  of  this 
chapel  retains  part  of  the  ancient  panelled  roof  which  probably  once  covered 
the  whole  triforium.  The  beams  and  coffers  are  sumptuously  gilt,  and  coloured 
in  the  style  of  the  thirteenth  century :  but  only  faint  relics  of  its  former  beauty 
remain.'  By  putting  the  date  somewhat  earlier — and  merely  architectural  dates 
in  these  churches  are  not  very  certain — one  may  possibly  identify  this  ceiling 
as  previous  to  the  general  restoration.  If  not,  it  certainly  dates  from  that  epoch. 
(A.  J.  B,) 

'  The  Arabic  forms  of  the  name  George  are  various,  but  correspond  to 
different  Coptic  forms  of  the  same  word.  We  have  in  Arabic  Jirjiyfls  (i_^j-jy^), 
Jirjis  (y^jfc^),  Jirj  (<-;&•),  Jirjah  {i<^j^,  and  the  diminutive  form  Juraij  (,Jja-) ; 

and  in  Coptic  we  find  vetopvioc,  vetupn,  reopve,  rewpre,  retupvj 

Veopr,  and  reop.  See  Mr.  W.  E.  Crum's  Coptic  MSS.  from  ihe  Fayyuvi, 
Index  1.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  classical  Alhribis  and  the  Coptic  iepafil,  the  site  of  which  lies 
a  iittie  to  the  north-east  of  the  modern  BanhS  al-'Asal  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Damietta  branch.  Atrlb  was  still  a  town  or  village  in  the  fourteenth  century  and 
later.  See  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  rir;  Al-Makrizt,  Khital,  i.  p.  ivo  f , ; 
Quatremere,  Mim.  i.  pp.  1-25  ;  Am^lineau,  Giogr.  p.  69  f. 

'  Abfi  gSlih  now  mentions  three  churches,  the  church  of  St.  Michael,  the 
neighbouring  church  of  AbS  Nfib  which  was  destroyed   by  the    fire,   and  the 
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the  time  of  the  promotion  of  Anb4  Gabriel^  Abu  'l-'Uli,  son  of  Tarik 

the  scribe,  the  seventieth  in   the  order  of  succession,  and   after   him 

under  Anba  Jonas  ^  the  seventy-second.     This  Tarik  was  a  priest,  who 

lost  his  wife,  and   then  solicited   the  rank  of  bishop  ;   but  when  the 

patriarch  demanded  money  of  him,  he  refused  to  gain  promotion  to 

a  rank  in  the  hierarchy  by  bribery.     Then,  since  he  had  much  wealth, 

he  built  this  church,  and  ceased  to  solicit  the  dignity  of  bishop.     This  Fol.  3C  a. 

was  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  MichaeP  the  Sinjarite*.     The  church 

was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  As-Sadid  AbH  'l-Fadd'il,  known  as  Ibn 

Sittumi'ah{?),  the  scribe  of  the  Emir  'AU  ibn  Ahmad,  the  Kurd,  in  the 

caliphate  of  Al-Mustadi,  the  Abbaside,  and  in  the  vizierate  of  An-NSsir 

Yilsuf  ibn  Ayyiib,  in  the  year  568  {a.d.  1173);   and  it  was  solemnly 

opened  on  the  feast  of  the  angel  Michael,  the  7th  of  Hatllr,  in  the  year 

809  ^  of  the  Blameless  Martyrs,  when  the  liturgy  was  said  in  it. 

Church  of  Saint  Aniib. 
Adjacent  to  the  last-named  church,  there  is  a  church  dedicated  to 


church  of  St.  Anthony,  built  on  the  same  site  as  Abi  Nflb.  These,  I  think,  were 
separate  buildings,  i.  e.  not  part  of  Abfl  's-Salfain ;  indeed  this  is  proved  by  the  fact 
of  St.  Michael  being  the  patriarchal  Cell,  and  having  its  own  courtyard,  and  by 
the  fact  of  Alia  Nflb  being  turned  into  a  summer  residence.  But  it  is  remarkable 
that  these  three  names  are  found  attached  to  three  chapels  side  by  side  in  the 
upper  story  of  Abfl 's-Saifain :  see  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  119,  plan.  There  can 
be  little  question  that  these  three  chapels  are  meant  to  preserve  the  names  of 
the  three  churches  which  have  perished.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  Occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  1131  to  ir46.  See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair. 
pp.  500-513- 

=  Or  John. 

^  The  sixty-eighth  patriarch;  he  occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  \ai)i  to  1102. 
See  Renaudot,  Hisi.  Pair.  pp.  471-483. 

*  I.  e.  of  Sinjar,  the  Coptic  nojin^epi,  in  die  northern  Delta,  between  Builiis 
and  the  marshes.     See  Am^lineaii,  Gc'ogr,  p.  375. 

'■  It  would  seem  that  this  date  should  be  889=a.  d.  117a. 
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the  glorious  martyr  Saint  Anfib^,  to  the  expenses  of  which  the  patriarch 
Anb^  Gabriel  contributed.  It  is  said  that  it  was  founded  by  AbCi 
Nasr,  brother  of  Abu  'l-'Ula  ibn  Tarik,  but  was  not  finished ;  and 
then  was  newly  built  by  the  Shaikh  As-Safi  Butrus  ibn  MuhnS,  the 
scribe.  Afterwards  the  priest  Abu  '1-Khair,  known  as  Ibn  al-Amadi, 
chose  to  pass  the  summer  at  the  church  of  Saint  AnCib,  and  in  part 
of  the  courtyard  in  front  of  [the  adjacent  church  of]  Michael ;  and  here 
the  patriarchs  generally  sat  on  a  wooden  daTs,  to  enjoy  the  coolness 
during  the  days  of  summer.  [Saint  Anub]  was  restored  as  a  church 
after  the  fire,  under  the  name  of  Saint  Anthony,  and  was  solemnly 
opened  by  Anb^  John,  the  seventy- ninth^  patriarch,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  patriarchate,  in  the  year  903^  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs  (ad, 
FoL38b  1187).  All  those  named  contributed  to  the  expenses  of  the  annual 
[dedication]  festival.  The"  [last-named]  patriarch  died  in  the  year  923* 
of  the  Righteous  Martyrs  (a.d.  1207),  on  Thursday,  the  ist  of  Bashans**; 
and  in  this  very  year  his  elder  brother  the  priest  died. 

Church  of  Saint  Sophia. 
There  is  also  an  ancient  church,  broad  and  spacious,  the  walls  of 
which  became  weak,  and  some  of  the  paintings  fell  to  pieces.     It  was 


'  The  Arabic  Aba  Nilb  represents  the  Coptic  ^Tt^  A-Itccfi,.  The  sairt, 
whose  festival  is  kept  on  Abtb  24=July  18,  was  beheaded  in  his  youth,  under 
Diocletian,  after  enduring  horrible  tortures.  Sec  Synaxarium  (MS.  Arabs  256),  at 
Abib24;  Zoega,  Cal.  Codd.  Copl.CoA.taav;  Am^lineau,  .flf/«  des  MM.-p.  145  ff. 

'  This  should  be  'seventy-fourth.' 

'  There  is  some  difficulty  about  this  date,  as  the  Patriarchal  History  and  Abu 
'l-Barakat  assign  the  election  of  }ohn,  the  seventy-fourth  patriarch,  to  a,  m.  905= 
n.  D.  1189,  and  Al-Maknzi  makes  it  only  one  year  earlier;  see  Eenaudol, 
Hisl.  Pair.  pp.  554-5.     Our  author,  however,  is  a  contemporary  witness. 

'  The  other  writers  give  a.m.  932  =  a,i).  izi6  as  the  date  of  John's  death, 
which  was  followed  by  a  vacancy  of  the  see  lasting  for  manj'  years.  Oriental 
chronology  is  full  of  discrepancies ! 

*  The  Coptic  ni^ton=April  2<)-May  25. 
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formerly  named  Agia  Sophia^;  and  the  building  was  wonderful  for 
its  plan  and  its  construction  and  its  symmetry.  It  was  restored  at 
the  expense  of  the  Shaikh  Safi  ad-Daulah  ibn  Abu  Y4sir  ibn  'Alwan, 
the  scribe. 


Church  of  Saint  Macarms. 

There  is  a  church  named  after  Saint  Macarius^,  attached  to  the  last- 
named  church.  Those  parts  of  it  which  had  fallen  to  decay  were 
renewed  by  the  deacon  Abu  Ishak  ibn  'Abd  al-Masih. 


Church  of  the  Four  Living  Creatures. 

There  is  the  church  of  the  Four  Angels,  who  are  the  Living 
Creatures  which  support  the  most  high  throne^.  It  was  restored  by 
the  Shaikh  Ibn  Amin al-Mu!k  ibn  al-Muhaddith  Aba  Said  ibn  Yuhanna, 
the  Alexandrian,  the  scribe,  who  constructed  for  it  a  wooden  roof  of 
skilful  workmanship,  in  the  year  893  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs 
(a.D.  J176);  [and  it  was  opened]  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  Hatfir, 
which  is  the  festival  of  the  Four  Creatures.  The  church  contains 
their  special  altar ;  and  the  altar  named  after  the  Presentation  of  the 
Lord  in  the  Temple ;  and  an  altar  dedicated  to  the  martyr,  the  valiant  Fol.  39  a 


'  There  is  no  remaining  church  of  this  name  near  Cairo.  Il  would  seem  (o 
have  been  named  after  Justinian's  famous  church  at  Constantinople.  The  rough 
breathing  is,  of  course,  not  pronounced  in  modern  Greek. 

^  There  are  three  Saints  Macarius  especially  celebrated  in  Egyptian  hagtology  ; 
St.  Macarius  the  Great,  monk  of  the  Nitrian  Desert ;  St.  Macarius  the  abbot,  of 
Alexandria ;  and  St.  Macarius  the  bishop  of  Jerusalem. 

'  The  festival  of  the  Four  Incorporeal  Living  Creatures  {Apocalypse  iv.  7-9  ; 
Ezekiel  i.  5  and  x)  is  kept  on  Hatflr  8=iNov.  4.  See  Symixarium  (MS.  Arabe 
356)  ad  diem. 
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Theodore  Basradiladus'.  The  church  was  restored  by  A!-Mu'alHm  Zawln, 
who  was  damin^  of  Cairo  in  the  caHphate  of  Al-HSfiz,  Afterwards  it 
fell  into  decay  and  ruin,  and  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Al-Makin 
Abo  '1-Barakat,  known  as  Ibn  Kit^mah;  and  when  it  again  fell  into 
decay,  it  was  restored  by  Amln  ad-Daulah  ibn  al-Musawwif,  who  added 
on  the  south  side  of  it  a  sanctuary  named  after  the  glorious  angel 
Michael.  The  church  was  consecrated  by  Anba  Gabriel,  bishop  of 
Misr,  under  the  government  of  Salali  ad-Din  Yiisuf^  the  Kurd. 


Other  Churches  in  the  Hamrds. 

\  There  is  the  church  of  Poemen*  the  Confessor,  adjacent  to  which 
is  a  sanctuary  named  after  the  Lady,  between  it  and  the  churcli  of 
Saint  Coluthus'',  which  has  already  been  described. 


'  Basradtladus  is  a  transcription  of  the  Coptic  neCXp^-XHXiTHC,  which 
is  the  Greek  mpan/XaTTitt  with  the  Coptic  article  prefixed.  This  word  translated 
the  Latin  Magisier  milUum  or  general  of  troops  (in  Arabic  j5L-ji-l),  a  post  held 
by  Theodore  under  Licinius.  The  saint  is  also  called  St.  Theodore  of  Shutb, 
after  the  native  town  of  his  parents;  and  his  festival  is  kept  on  Abib  2o=July  14, 
%tG  Synaxarium  i^V&.Arabe  256)  at  that  day;  Amdlineau,  ^c/fja'w  jT/jI/.p.  182  ff. 
St,  Theodoras  Dux  (oTpnrijXoTijt)  is  commemorated  by  the  Roman  church  on 
Feb.  7  (see  Acta  SS.);  but,  although  he  suffered  under  Licinius,  his  history  is 
different  from  that  of  the  Coptic  martyr.  The  Greek  church  also  commemorates 
him. 

^  See  note  on  fol.  12  b.  '  I.  e.  SaladLn. 

*  The  Arabic  Bamin  is  intended  as  a  transcription  of  the  Graeco-Coptic 
TlOlJULHtt.  This  saint,  whose  festival  is  kept  by  the  Copts  on  Kihak  9=Dec,  5, 
was  one  of  the  famous  hermits  of  Egypt  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries.  Some 
of  the  acts  and  sayings  of  Foemen  or  Pastor  are  to  be  found  recorded  in  Rosweyde  ; 
Synaxarium  (MS.  Arahe  356)  ad  diem  ;  Zoega,  Cat.  pp.  290,  299,  319,  and  340. 
The  Roman  church  commemorates  Poemen  on  Aug.  24.  He  is  said  to  have 
died  in  a.d.  451,  ai  a  very  great  age.     See  Ada  SS.  at  Aug.  24. 

"  See  fol.  3a  a  ff. 
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There  is  the  church  of  the  glorious  angel  Gabriel-  There  Is  also, 
over  the  tank,  a  church  named  after  Saint  John  the  Baptist^  restored 
by  Abfl  '1-Fatb,  of  Upper  Egypt,  who  was  priest  at  the  church  of 
Al-Mu'allakah^.  It  was  roofed  with  great  beams.  On  a  recent  occasion 
the  blacks  determined  to  pillage  this  monastery,  and  they  attacked  this 
roof,  so  that  they  succeeded  in  ruining  the  building.  Afterwards  it  was 
restored  by  the  aforesaid  persons ',  and  was  solemnly  opened  on  Sunday, 
the  22nd  of  Barmahat*,  In  the  year  900  of  the  Blameless  Martyrs 
(A.D.  11B4),  by  Gabriel,  bishop  of  Misr,  and  Anba  Peter,  bishop  of  the 
FayyiJm.  Near  it  is  the  tower,  which  is  entered  from  the  church,  and  Fol.  3: 
beneath  which  lies  the  garden ;  it  overlooks  the  lake  of  Al-Habash,  and 
the  river  Nile,  and  Al-Bustan. 

Monastery  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist. 
[Attached  to  the  last-named  church  is]  the  monastery  of  Saint 
John,  which  is  of  beautiful  aspect,  and  wonderful  for  its  situation  near 
the  Jake  of  Al-fjabash,  especially  in  the  time  of  high  Nile^  and  in 
spring,  and  in  the  ploughing  season  and  seed-time  of  summer.  Yabyi  • 
ibn  al-'Ubaidi  the  scribe  was  superintendent  of  this  monastery ;  but 
Gabriel,  the  seventieth  patriarch,  called  Abfl  'l-'Ula  Sd'id,  son  of  Tarik 
the  scribe,  was  informed  that  the  conduct  of  this  man  was  worthy  of 
blame,  and  that  he  treacherously  allowed  many  Muslims  to  attend 
the  liturgies.  Accordingly  the  patriarch  rebuked  him  for  this  time 
after  time,  but  yet  he  did  not  amend  ;  and  at  last  he  was  expelled 
from  the  monastery,  and  was  obliged   to  give  it  up  until  he  should 


^  This  church  as  well  as  the  two  previously  mentioned  and  those  subsequently 
named  as  standing  near  the  lake  of  Al-Habash  are  unknown,  though  obviously 
existing  at  fhe  time  of  our  writer,  in  different  degrees  of  repair.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  See  note  on  foL  9  b.  '  Only  one  has  been  named. 

'  The  Coptic  ^iJU.enU3©=Feb.  25-March  26. 

°  Because  the  lake  of  Al-Habash,  Uke  the  other  then  numerous  pools  of 
Cairo,  was  full  of  water  only  at  the  time  of  high  Nile.  Most  of  the  pools  within 
the  city  were  filled  up  by  Muhammad  'Al!,  who  is  said  thereby  greatly  to  have 
improved  the  health  of  the  place  at  the  expense  of  its  picturesque  character.  (A.  J.  B.) 
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return  to  his  faith.  Yahya  suffered  much  from  this,  and  at  last 
repented,  and  consented  to  abandon  his  evil  habits;  and  so  the 
monastery  was  restored  to  him.  Nevertheless,  he  returned  to  his  repre- 
hensible practices,  and  the  remedy  employed  was  of  no  profit.  Therefore 
Yahya  was  expelled  again,  and  another  was  appointed  in  his  place.  It  is 
said  that  through  Abu  Shakir,  the  scribe,  of  Alexandria,  the  removal  of 
Yahya  was  facilitated  by  the  condition  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  Hve 
in  the  tower,  and  to  have  the  enjoyment  of  the  garden.  Satan  induced 
Yahy^  to  abandon  the  Chri.stian  religion,  and  he  became  a  Muslim,  and 
made  a  kiblah^  in  the  bakehouse,  and  another  kiblah  over  the  entrance 
into  the  monastery ;  and  he  did  much  injury  to  the  monastery.  He  took 
Fol.  40  a  possession  of  the  road  by  which  the  monastery  was  entered,  and  he 
separated  the  tower  and  the  garden  from  the  monastery,  and  allowed 
all  except  Christians  to  enter  them  ;  but  the  Christians  took  measures 
to  open  another  door,  near  the  first,  leading  into  the  monastery  only. 
This  was  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Hafij.  Thus  Yahya  had  possession 
of  the  tower  and  the  garden.  When  that  apostate  died,  after  repenting 
and  neglecting  the  matter  of  his  religion,  his  sons  acquired  possession 
of  the  garden  and  the  pavilion,  and  made  use  of  them ;  and  they  also 
were  Muslims. 

Beside  the  same  lakc^,  near  this  monastery,  stands  the  monastery 
named  after  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  celebrated  for  its  beautiful  and 
pleasant  situation,  but  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Melkites.  It  was 
formerly  restored  by  AbQ  '1-Fadl  ibn  al-Baghdadi  and  AbQ  Nasr  ibn 
'Abdun,  known  as  Ibn  al-'Addas,  the  metwalli  of  the  Divan  of  Syria, 
in  the  caliphate  of  Al-HAkim.  Ibn  al-'Addas  rose  high  in  the  affairs 
of  the  government  and  became  Nizir;  his  sobriquet  was  Al-kamdii^ 
lillahi  'a/d  md  yastahikktt. 


'  The  term  ]t.iblah  Is  commonly  applied  to  the  niche  in  the  wall  of  a  mosque, 
showing  the  direction  of  Mecca,  allhough  this  is  properly  called  mihrdl,  and  kiblah 
denotes  the  point  to  which  the  eyes  are  directed  in  prayer.  The  meaning  here  is 
that  YahyS  set  on  these  two  places  the  symbol  of  Mahomelan  worship.     (A.  j.  U.) 

'  I.  e.  the  lake  of  Ai-Habash. 

'  '  Praise  to  God  as  He  is  worthy.' 
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In  the  upper  story  of  this  building  was  the  remarkable  mansarah, 
prepared  for  the  assembling  of  the  novices.  Here  fi&xQ  a  large 
number  of  Melkite  nuns,  who  were  supported  by  Abii  '1-Fada'il 
ibn  Abi  '!-Laith,  the  scribe,  the  owner  of  a  garden  near  this 
place,  which  he  rented  from  the  Divan  of  Upper  Egypt,  and  which 
contained  fine  palm-trees,  pomegranates,  myrtles,  and  many  kinds  of  Pol.  40  b 
trees,  bearing  excellent  fruit,  such  as  are  not  to  be  seen  together  else- 
where. When  this  AbCl  '1-Fada'il  died,  he  left  a  nephew  named  Aba 
'1-Makarim  Mahbub,  son  of  Abu  '1-Faraj  al-'AbudJ,  whose  wife  was  the 
sister  of  Abo  'l-Bai-akSt  ibn  Abu  '1-Laith.  Abu  'l-Makdrim  deserted 
the  Christian  religion,  and  became  a  Muslim,  and  was  circumcised  at 
the  age  of  nearly  forty  years.  He  laid  his  hand  upon  the  aforesaid 
garden,  and  took  possession  of  it  as  part  of  his  inheritance ;  he  forced 
the  nuns  to  depart  from  it,  and  he  dismantled  the  manzarah,  and  turned 
it  into  a  mosque.  He  also  weakened  the  monastery.  There  he  enter- 
tained the  Imam  Al-Hafiz,  who  visited  him  there.  So  the  monastery 
was  weakened  more  and  more ;  and  the  Melkites  were  prevented  from 
visiting  it.  Then  troubles  followed  one  after  the  other,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  monastery  and  the  church  fell  into  decay  and  perished.  The 
Melkites  had  a  bishop  at  Misr,  named  Joseph,  who  did  what  lay  in  his 
power  to  renew  and  restore  this  monastery;  but  the  restoration  remains 
to  this  day  unfinished,  on  account  of  the  weakness  of  the  sect,  and  their 
small  numbers,  and  the  remissness  of  their  head,  and  his  neglect  of  the 
supervision  of  this  place  and  others.  The  bishop  of  this  sect  at 
Misr  began  once  more  to  visit  this  monastery  on  the  Monday  of  the 
second  week  of  the  Great  Fast,  together  with  a  great  number  of 
Melkites  and  Copts  who  assemble  to  hear  the  Lenten  charge,  and  the  Tol.  4a  a 
instructions  which  are  given  them  as  to  what  must  be  done  during  that 
season.  Moreover,  festival  is  kept  in  this  monastery  on  the  second  day 
of  the  feast  of  the  bathing'. 


'  The  festival  of  the  bathing  is  otherwise  called  'Id  al~Maghtas  or  '  feast  of 
the  tank,'  because  of  the  custom  of  bathing  in  the  church  tank,  formerly  observed 
by  the  Copts  on  that  day.  The  festival  is  otserved  in  memory  of  the  Baptism  of 
Christ,  and  it  coincides  with  the  western  Epiphany,  being  kept  on  Tllbah  1 1  = 
Jan.  6.  At  the  time  of  out  author,  the  custom  of  bathing  in  the  Nile  on  the 
S  [II.  7.] 
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The  Book  of  the  Monasteries,  by  Ash-Shabushtl',  bears  witness  that 
this  monastery  is  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  of  Al-Habash,  near  the  river, 
and  that  beside  it  are  several  gardens,  one  of  which  was  laid  out  by 
the  emir  Tamim,  brother  of  Al-'Aziz  bi-'liah ;  and  in  this  there  is 
a  pavilion,  the  roof  of  which  is  supported  by  pillars.  The  pavilion 
is  beautifully  designed,  skilfully  constructed  and  adorned,  and  decorated 
with  paintings  ;  near  it  is  a  well  called  Bir  Naja'i,  beside  which  grows 
a  tall  sycamore  affording  much  shade  ;  and  here  the  people  assemble 
to  enjoy  the  shade,  and  saunter  around  the  spot,  when  the  Nile  is  high 
and  the  lake  is  full,  and  also  when  the  crops  are  green  and  the  flowers 
are  blooming.  Near  the  aforesaid  sycamore  is  the  bridge  which  leads 
to  many  roads,  and  at  which  men  set  lines  for  fishing  during  the  days 
of  high  Nile;   and  this  is  a  pretty  sight. 

Al-I^akim  seized  upon  part  of  this  monastery  and  church,  and  rebuilt 
it  as  a  mosque,  with  a  minaret ;  and  his  name  was  inscribed  upon  it. 
Now*  the  first  who  constructed  minarets^  in  mosques  was  Mukhallad 
al-Ansari*. 

night  of  the  Epiphany  was  still  observed ;  and  not  only  the  Christians  but  the 
Mahometans  also  followed  the  practice,  and  marked  the  festival  by  illuminations, 
and  a  fair  with  its  usual  accompaniments ;  many  of  them  pitching  tents  beside 
the  river.  Al-Mas'i3dt,  who  witnessed  the  festival  in  a,  h.  33o=a.  d.  942,  describes 
the  illuminations  and  festivities  on  this  night  ordered  by  Al-Ikhshid,  then  governor 
of  Egypt ;  and  Al-Masilji  describes  the  observance  of  the  festival  by  the  Fatimide 
caliph  Az-Zahir  in  a.h.  4r5=A.n.  1024.  See  Al-Mas'fldi,  Muruj  adh-Dhahab 
(ed.  Barbier),  ii.  p.  364  f.;  Al-Makr!z!,  Kkilaf,  i.  p.  i^ic. 
'  See  Introduction. 

*  I  have  changed  the  order  of  the  sentences  to  avoid  the  awkward  parenthesis 
in  the  text. 

'  In  a  paper  which  I  wrote  some  years  ago  in  the  Athenaeum,  1881,  I  tried 
to  show  that  the  minaret  {sjU*= lighthouse)  took  its  origin  from  the  Pharos  at 
Alexandria  {l>j^^^'j\  ij^),  and  that  theory  has  been  rather  strengthened  than 
shaken  by  subsequent  research.  Al-Makrtz!  relates  that  all  the  early  minarets 
were  of  brick,  and  that  the  first  stone  minaret  was  that  of  the  mosque  of 
Al-Maridani ;  see  S.  Lane  Poole's  Art  of  the  Saracens,  p.  59,     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  It  was  not  Mukhallad,  but  his  son  Maslamah  ibn  Mukhallad,  governor  of 
Egypt  under  the  caliph  Mn'^wiyah  from  a.h.  47=:a.d.  668  to  a.h.  62  =  a, d. 682; 
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§  The  church  of  Saint  George,  the  property  of  the  Copts,  was  near 
the  monastery  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist.    It  was  very  large.    Afterwards  rol,  41  b 
the  river  flooded  it,  and  not  a  trace  of  it  remained. 

§  The  district  of  Al-Habash^,  and  the  Well  of  the  Steps^,  beside 
which  grows  a  great  sycamore,  which  throws  a  broad  shade  and  is  round 
like  a  tent,  and  the  Well  of  Al-Ghanam*^,  and  three  feddans  of  black 
soil.  It  is  said  that  these  two  wells  and  the  land  were  the  property 
of  Taj  ad-Daulah,  the  Syrian,  son  of  Sabil,  known  as  the  '  Golden  Nose.' 
It  is  also  said  that  all  this  land  belonged  to  the  vizier,  Aba  '1-Faraj,  the 
West-African,  in  the  caliphate  of  A!-Mustansir,  besides  quarries  of 
yellow  clay  at  Al-'Adawiyah,  of  which  the  [pots  called]  Khazaf 
are  made. 

Church  of  Saint   Victor. 

§  The  church*  dedicated  to  the  martyr  Saint  Victor'' stands  in  the 


see  above,  fol.  23  b.  Maslamah  was  the  first  who  made  additions  lo  the  mosque 
of  'Amr,  by  building  in  a.  h.  53=a.  d.  673  new  structures  on  the  north  and  east 
sides  of  it,  and  by  adding  a  minaret.  He  also  decorated  tlie  walls  and  roof  of  the 
mosque.  See  YSkQt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  au;  Al-Makrlzl,  Khitat,  11.  p.  ri'y  f.; 
As-Suyfiti,  Husn  al-Muhddarah,  a.  p.  v  . 

'  The  district  of  Al-Habash  was  adjacent  to  the  lake  of  Al-Habash,  and  was 
called  in  Coptic  niCdi.'tfCg  (Am^lineau,  G/ogr.  p.  162).  It  is  mentioned,  not 
only  by  'Abfi  Selah,'  as  M.  Am^lineau  remarks,  but  by  YSkflt,  who  speaks 
{Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  cii)  of 

'  Gardens  named  Al-Habash,  after  which  the  pool  of  Al-Habash  is  so  called;'  and 
by  Al-Makrizl,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  \at  . 

^  So  called  because  a  flight  of  steps  led  down  into  it.  This  well  was  con- 
structed by  Al-Hakim.     See  Al-Makrizt,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  I'l .  . 

'  Also  called  'Well  of  Abfi  Salimab.'  It  is  said  to  have  been  situated  in  the 
most  beautiful  spot  near  the  lake  of  Al-Habash.     See  Al-Makrizi,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  fi . . 

*  This  church  is  named  in  two  Copto-Arabic  lists  of  churches  and  monasteries 
as  illA.  £.-ifKX(JUp  nieeiTfU)— ijii-Li  jW)  bl,  'The  church  of  Saint  Victor 
at  Al-Habash.'     See  Amelineau,  Geogr.  pp.  579  and  581. 

"  St.  Victor,  whose  festival  is  kept  on  Barmiidah  27  =  April  22,  was  a  soldier 
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district  of  Al-Habash,  near  the  Well  of  the  Steps.  On  the  wall 
of  the  apse  of  this  church,  a  Coptic  inscription  was  found,  giving  the 
date  of  the  paintings  upon  it,  namely  the  year  759  of  the  Martyrs ' 
(a.  D.  1043),  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  Sinuthius'^  the  sixty-fifth  in 
the  order  of  succession.  At  the  end  of  the  church  were  built  two 
altars:  one  of  them  named  after  the  martyr  Saint  Cosmas^,  with  his 
brothers  and  his  mother,  and  the  other  named  after  Saint  John,  the 
martyr  of  Aswan  ;  and  these  were  built  at  the  expense  of  Abil  "l-Barak&t, 
the  above  mentioned,  in  the  year  57a  (a.  d.  1177}.  In  the  upper  story 
is  a  church  named  after  George  the  Martyr,  erected  by  the  Shaikh 
AI-Makin  Abfi  '1-Barakat  ibn  Kitdmah,  the  scribe,  in  the  caliphate 
of  Al-Fa'iz^;  and  the  said  shaikh  also  rebuilt,  in  the  year  573 
(a.d.  1178),  beside  the  church  of  Saint  Victor,  a  church  named  after 
,  the  martyr  Saint  Mennas,  containing  a  well  of  running  water.  Near 
this  church  there  is  a  garden,  which  belongs  to  it,  but  is  now  a  desert, 
and  nothing  is  left  standing  in  it  except  palm-trees. 

Opposite  this  church,  and  within  the  enclosure  of  the  garden  known 
as  that  which  was  founded  by  the  vizier  Abu'^  'i-FaraJ,  the  West-African, 


in  ihe  Roman  army  ;  and  he  was  beheaded  after  manifold  tortures  in  the  persecu- 
tion of  Diocledan.  See  Synaxarium  (Paris  MS.  Arabe  256)  ad  diem ;  Am<;iineau, 
Acks  des  MM.  p.  177  ff.;  Zoega,  Cat.  pp.  113,  239.  There  are  other  saints  of 
the  name  in  the  calendar. 

'  These  paintings  are  again  wall-paintings,  or  '  frescoes;'  ahhough  the  term 
is  not  technically  correct,  as  the  Coptic  artists  worked  in  distemper,  not  in  ihe 
fresh  plaster.  But  this  date,  fixing  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century  of  our  era 
for  the  execution  of  the  work,  is  exceedingly  interesting.     (A.  J.  B.) 

■'  Occupied  the  see  in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,  but  the  date  of  his 
election  and  death  are  uncertain  ;  see  Renaudot,  Hht.  Pair.  pp.  408-417. 

'  Saints  Cosmas  and  Damian  with  their  mother  and  their  brethren  were 
popular  saints  in  Egypt.     Their  festival  is  kept  on  Hatllr  23=Nov.  18. 

'  The  thirteenth  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs;  reigned  from  a. h.  549-555=a.  d. 
1 154-1160. 

'  AbO  '1-Faraj  Muliammad  ibn  Ja'far  al-Maghrabi  became  vizier  in  a.  h.  450, 
and  remained  in  office  about  a  year,  See  AI-Maljrizi,  Khilat,  i.  p.  roi ;  As-Suyirti, 
Hum  al-Mukddarah,  ii.  p.  1 00  . 
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in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustansir,  there  is  another  church  named  after 
Saint  Victor,  which  is  now  furnished  and  complete  with  its  domes  and 
walls,  for  a  long  time  there  was  no  liturgy  there,  and  when  this  state 
of  things  had  long  continued,  the  vizier  Tala'i''  ibn  Ruzzik  commanded 
that  some  of  the  columns  should  be  taken  to  build  the  mosque  which 
he  founded  in  that  part  of  Misr  named  KarSfah,  The  tribe  of  Kardfah 
were  called  Banu  Haj'as  or  Banii  Yiisuf  ibn  W^'il,  and  they  took  up 
their  quarters  at  this  place,  when  the  Arabs  conquered  Egypt.  The 
place  was  called  Kardfah^,  a  word  which  means  'copyist,'  or  '  copyist  of 
books  ;'  and  there  were  many  monks  here  in  hermitages  and  monasteries, 
and  many  churches,  which  the  Muslims  destroyed  when  they  came  with 
'Amr  ibn  al-'Ast  ibn  'Adi,  in  the  month  of  Muharram  of  the  year  20 
(a.  d.  64  [ ).  Those  of  the  hermitages  which  remain  have  been  turned 
by  the  Muslims  into  minarets.  Then  their  hands  were  stretched  out, 
until  they  built  of  part  of  the  walls  of  the  hermitages  the  foundations 
of  this  garden,  which  at  the  present  time  is  still  in  cultivation.  After- 
wards, Al-Ajall  Taj  al-Muluk  Blirt^,  the  Kurd,  brother  of  Salah  ad-Din  Fol.  43  b 
Yusuf,  built  many  pavilions  in  this  garden  and  outside  it,  and 
embellished  them  with  marble  and  gilding,  and  spent  much  money 
upon  them. 


'  See  note  on  fol.  7  a. 

^  The  Greater  and  Lesser  Karafahs  were  the  principal  burying-grouncls  of 
Cairo  and  Fustdt,  and  the  name  is  still  retained  for  the  well-known  cemetery 
where  the  '  tombs  of  the  caliphs'  and  ihe  '  tombs  of  ihe  mamlflks'  stand.  The 
place  was  selected  as  a  burying-ground  immediately  after  the  Arab  conquest. 
Various  accounts  are  given  of  the  origin  of  the  name :  that  it  was  the  name  of  an 
Arab  woman;  or  of  a  branch  of  the  tribe  of  Banfl  Maghdfir;  or,  as  the  text 
suggests,  a  word  of  Greek  origin  {ypa<iiivs),  meaning  'writer'  or  'copyist.'  See 
Yakiit,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  Pa  ;  Al-Makrizt,  Kkilat,  ii.  pp.  ffr-fva . 

"  A  younger  brother  of  Saladin.  He  was  slain  at  the  siege  of  Aleppo  in 
A.H.579=A.D.  ri83:  a  disaster  which  elicited  from  Saladin  the  lament : 

Ifilji    UJJt*    i*^:*;    '■i^    i_Ja.    lO-xJj    U 

'  The  fall  of  Aleppo  has  been  dearly  bought  by  the  death  of  BQri.'     (Abu  I'Fida, 
An/iaks,  iv.  p.  58,) 
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Monastery  of  the  Nestorians. 

§  In  this  quarter  also  is  the  monastery  known  as  the  monastery 
of  the  Nestorians,  dedicated  to  Saint  George,  and  enclosed  within 
a  surrounding  wall  of  hewn  stone.  It  is  beautifully  and  artistically 
constructed,  and  greatly  celebrated  as  a  place  of  resort.  The  Shaikh 
Abu  '1-Fada'il,  the  Nestorian,  known  as  the  physician  of  the  tribe  of 
Al-'Azamiyah,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Amir,  restored  it  at  his  own 
expense,  and  renewed  it  in  an  excellent  style,  with  hewn  stone  ;  and 
there  were  here  many  Nestorian  monks.  But  when  Al-Amir  was 
informed  of  this  restoration,  he  issued  a  decree  against  Abu  '1-Fada'il, 
and  acted  extortionately  towards  him,  and  seized  all  his  money ; 
and  the  decree  remained  in  force  until  the  caliph  had  built  a  mosque 
within  the  monastery.  The  originator  of  this  act  of  tyranny  was 
AbCl  '1-Fadl  Ja'far  ibn  'Abd  al-Mun'im,  known  as  Ibn  Abu  Klrat,  the 
metwalH  of  the  Diw^n  a!-Kh4ss'  of  Al-Amir.  There  was  some  land 
attached  to  this  monastery  and  belonging  to  it,  outside  the  enclosure, 
and  this  land  was  farmed  by  Abu  '1-Earakat  ibn  Kit^mah,  the  Jacobite 
-scribe.  There  was  now  no  one  in  the  monastery,  which  was  empty, 
Fol.  43  a  and  deprived  of  liturgies  and  prayers.  One  of  the  stewards  of  Kitamah 
lived  there,  in  a  garden  which  was  the  property  of  his  master ;  but 
the  priest  Yusuf,  the  Nestorian,  gained  possession  of  it,  and  let  the 
land  to  Muslims,  and  sold  the  upper  story  of  the  church  at  Misr, 
including  the  bakehouse,  and  let  most  of  the  property  with  which  the 
Nestorian  churches  were  endowed  at  low  rents  to  the  Muslims,  for  long 
periods.  There  are  no  Nestorians  with  him  ;  but  they  live  in  the  east, 
and  in  Persia,  and  in  Al-Trak  and  Al-Mausil,  and  by  the  Euphrates, 
and  in  Mesopotamia  ;  and  in  Egypt  they  arc  few  in  number  and  of 
a  low  class. 

This  monastery  [of  which  we  have  been  speaking]  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Copts  of  Misr  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  Mark  ibn 
Zarah,   the    seventy-third   in   the   order   of  succession,  who   made    it 


'  The  board  which  regulated  matters  connected  with  ihe  privy  purse. 
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patriarchal,  and  dedicated  the  church  in  it  to  Saint  Philotheus'  of 
Antioch.  In  the  upper  story  of  the  monastery  there  are  manzarahs ; 
and  the  whole  building  is  of  hewn  stone,  within  and  without.  The 
church  was  solemnly  opened  and  the  liturgy  was  said  in  it  the  first  week 
of  the  blessed  fast,  namely  on  Tuesday,  the  i6th  of  Amshtr,  of  the  year 
t^99  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  34th  of 
Ramadan  of  the  year  576  (a.  D.  118]).  [This  change  of  ownership  took 
place]  because  no  Nestorians  were  left  in  Migr  except  one  or  two  men. 
The  monastery  was  solemnly  opened  by  AnM  Peter,  bishop  of  the 
Fayyiim.  It  contains  three  altars:  one  named  after  Philotheus  of  Fol. 43b 
Antioch  ;  the  second  after  John  the  Evangelist ;  the  third  after  Thomas 
the  Disciple.  Its  expenses  were  paid  by  the  Shaikh  Abu  'l-Mansur  ibn 
Bulus,  who  also  paid  for  the  liturgies  and  the  eucharistic  elements  and 
the  rest,  and  did  not  cease  to  supply  all  that  was  needed  until  the  day 
of  his  death.  His  son  continued  to  provide  for  [the  expenses  of  this 
monastery],  as  his  father  had  done — may  God  rest  his  soul!— and 
appointed  ministers,  both  priests  and  deacons.  The  monastery  is  now 
prosperous,  and  the  people  of  Upper  Egypt  come  to  it,  and  open  its  door. 
There  is  also  a  burying-place  for  the  Coptic  Jacobite  Christians  and 
the  bishops  of  Misr,  in  the  district  of  Al-Habash ;  and  the  body  of  Anbd 
Zacharias^,  the  sixty-fourth  patriarch,  is  buried  there,  and  the  people 
receive  blessings  from  it ;  [and  it  was  taken  there]  because  he  com- 
manded at  his  death  that  he  should  be  buried  among  the  people  of 
Mi§r,  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  pre-eminence  of  their  faith, 
and  what  they  had  suffered  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-H4kim^.  In  [the  same 
burying-ground]  also  are  the  tombs  of  the  bishops  of  Misr;   and  near 


•  The  festival  of  this  martyr  is  kept  on  Tflbah  i6=Jan.  ii.  He  was  con- 
verted to  Christianity  in  his  youth,  and  martyred  in  the  persecution  of  Diocletian. 
See  Synaxarium  ad  diem. 

"  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  1002  (?)  to  1032 ;  see  Renaudot,  Hhi.  Pair, 
pp.  386-408.     On  p.  401  Renaudot  refers  to  this  passage  of  Abfi  §aiih. 

=  See  Al-Makr!zi,  Kkitat,  ii.  p.  fMi,  and  Renaudot,  Hisi.  Pair,  p.  390  ff.,  for 
an  account  of  Al-H3kim's  terrible  persecution  of  the  Christians,  and  the  plunder 
and  destruction  of  their  churches.    (A.  J.  B.) 
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it  there  are  two  wells  of  running  water :  one  constructed  by  Abil  '1-Hasan 
Sa'id  ibn  MansClr,  the  scribe,  and  the  secorid  made  by  Nasir,  the  grave- 
digger.  In  this  burying-ground  there  is  a  conspicuous  monument  of 
syenite,  sculptured  with  a  cross  of  points'.  Near  the  burying-ground 
is  the  Well  of  the  Steps,  with  the  sycamore  beside  it,  and  the  guard- 
house. At  the  upper  end  of  this  ground,  there  is  a  cemetery  of  the  Jews 
.  and  Samaritans,  and  when  they  come  near  the  Christian  cemetery  they 
see  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  then  they  return  to  that  part  of  the  ground 
which  Anb4  Michael,  the  fifty-sixth  patriarch^,  sold  to  the  Jews,  at  the 
time  when  Ahmad  ibn  Tulun  extorted  money  from  him.  This  patriarch 
also  sold  a  church  to  the  Jews^  in  the  I^asr  ash-Shama",  besides  the 
property  of  the  churches  at  Alexandria,  and  the  herds  of  camels  of  the 
monks  of  the  monastery  of  Saint  Macarius.  The  Melkites,  however,  have 
no  cemetery  in  the  district  of  Al-Habash,  but  their  burying-p laces  are 
within  their  churches,  and  on  the  hill  where  the  monastery  of  Al-Kusair 
stands.  The  Armenians  and  the  Nestorians  likewise  [bury]  in  their 
churches. 

Church  of  Al-Marttitt 
§  The   garden   called    Al-'Adawiyah^,   or   Munyat  as-Sudan'',  was 


'  The  'cross  ofpoinls'  is  doubtless  the  Coptic  cross,  such  as  thai  represenleil 
on  the  cover  of  my  Coptic  Churches.     (A.  J.  B,) 

"  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  881  to  899(1');  see  Renaudof,  Hist.  Pair. 
pp.  319-398.     He  was  the  second  of  the  name. 

'  The  church,  sold  by  Michael  or  Kha  il  to  the  Jews  in  a.d.  882,  still  belongs 
to  that  community,  and  is  used  as  a  synagogue,  after  a  possession  of  1,000  years. 
An  account  of  it  is  given  in  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  169,  and  its  position  shown  on 
the  plan  facing  p.  155.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Al-'Adawiyah  and  its  monastery  stand  about  eighteen  miles  to  the  south  of 
Old  Cairo  on  the  same  bank  of  the  river.  The  church  of  Al-Martfit5,  however, 
is  not  now  m  existence,  possibly  because  the  confiscation  recorded  by  AbQ  Salih 
was  permanent  Yakilt  calls  Al-'Adaw!yah  a  village  *n  the  eastern  bank, 
possessmg  man\  gardens ;  and  he  suggests  other  derivations  of  the  name  ;  see 
his  Geogr  hort  iv  p.  iri'.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Two  villages  of  this  name  are  now  in  existence,  but  neither  of  them  is  near 


y  Google 


CHURCH  OF  AL-MARTOtI.  137 

named  after  a  woman  called  'Adawiyah,  who  came  from  Western 
Africa  in  the  days  of  Al-Mu'izz.  She  had  much  money,  and  she  took 
up  her  abode  in  this  place,  which  was  named  after  her. 

§  The  church  of  the  Pure  Lady  Mary,  called  Al-MartM,  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  cupola.  In  ancient  days  this  was  a  place  of  worship 
of  the  Israelites  when  they  were  in  bondage  in  Egypt;  and  when  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  down  into  Egypt  from  Syria,  with  his  mother 
in  the  flesh,  our  Lady  the  Pure  Virgin,  and  the  righteous  old  man  Joseph 
the  carpenter,  they  sat  in  this  place,  where  there  is  now  a  picture  of 
the  Lady  before  the  holy  altar.  The  church  was  founded  by  the  Copts  Fol.  44  b 
under  the  name  of  the  Lady,  and  was  called  Al-Marttltt,  which  is  the 
Greek  word  Mattr-td  S  and  means  '  Mother  of  God  the  Word.'  When 
this  church  grew  old  it  fell  into  decay,  and  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh 
Abfl  '1-Yaman  Waztr,  a  native  of  Sanhilr^,  and  metwalH  of  the  Divan 
of  the  Delta,  and  by  Abfl  'I-Mansur,his  son,  in  the  caliphate  of  AUAmir, 
and  in  the  vizierate  of  AI-Afdal  Shdhanshah.  In  its  upper  story  Abil 
'1-Yaman  built  a  beautiful  manzarah,  called  As-Saliiklyah,  and  the  priests 
assembled  there,  and  he  conversed  gaily  with  them  ;  this  was  in  the  lunar 
year  478  (A.  D.  icSfi),  in  the  patriarchate  of  Cyril  ^,  and  the  episcopate  of 
Daniel.  He  also  caused  a  complete  set  of  vessels  of  goldsmiths'  work  to 
be  made  for  this  church,  for  the  liturgy  and  the  incense  and  all  the  needs 
of  the  church.     In  the  upper  story  of  the  church  he  built  several  depen- 


AI-'Adawiyah  ;  see  Rec.  de  VEgypk,  p.  232,  Cf.  VSkflt,  Mushlarik,  p.  <p.i. 
Al-Idrisi,  however,  mentions  the  place  named  by  our  author,  saying,  according 
to  Jaubert's  translation :  '  Quand  on  part  de  Missr  pour  se  rendre  en  remontant 
le  Nil  dans  rfigypte  snpgrieure,  on  va  de  Fostat  a  Miuiet  es-Soudan,  joli  port  situ^ 
sur  la  rive  occidentale  (sic !)  du  Nil  et  environ  a  15  miUes  de  Missr.'     (Tome  i. 

'    M^rijp  Gfou. 

'  A  town  between  Alexandria  and  Damietta,  now  included  in  the  district  of 
Dasflk,  in  the  province  of  Al-Gharbiyah.  See  Y4kat,  Geogr.  W'drl.  iii,  p.  1  v , ; 
Ameiineau,  Giogr.  pp.  415-417. 

'  The  sixty-seventh  patriarch  ;  occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  1078  to  1092  ;  see 
Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  pp.  449-470. 

t  [11. 7.] 
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dences  and  offices.  A  small  garden  was  attached  to  the  church,  and 
was  entered  from  the  interior  of  the  building  ;  and  the  door  gave  proof 
of  its  existence.  So  the  government  laid  its  hand  upon  this  garden, 
and  it  was  taken  away  from  the  church. 

A  certain  Jew,  named  Abu  '1-Fakhr  ibn  Azhar  as-Sani',  became 
a  Christian,  and  was  converted  to  the  religion  of  the  Messiah,  and  was 
baptized  in  this  church  by  Anbd  Jolin,  bishop  of  Tamwaih,  in  the 
province  of  Al-Jiziyah,  assisted  by  the  priest  Abfl  Y^sir  ibn  Abfl  Sa'd 

Fol.  46  a  ibn  al-Kustdl,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Fa'iz,  in  the  vizierate  of  Tala'i' 
ibn  Riizzik,  and  in  the  patriarchate  of  Jonas,  the  seventy- second  in 
the  succession  ;  this  took  place  in  the  month  of  Rajab,  in  the  year 
554  (a.  D.  1 159).  God  enlightened  this  Jew  so  greatly  that  he  learnt 
to  read  Coptic,  and  translated  it  into  Arabic ;  and  he  was  ordained 
deacon,  on  account  of  his  peculiar  merits,  in  the  church  of  the  Pure 
Lady',  in  the  H4rah  Zawilah,  In  the  city  of  Cairo,  by  Anba  Gabriel, 
bishop  of  Mi^r,  on  the  15th  of  Abib,  in  the  year  of  the  church  901 
(A.  D.I  1 85}. 

Adjacent  to  this  church  of  Al-Marititi,  is  a  church  which  had  fallen 
into  decay,  but  was  restored  by  Abu  '1-Fadail  ibn  Ash-Shubramuray- 
yiijt^,  with  the  assistance  of  a  body  of  Christians,  in  the  year  902  of  the 
Righteous  Martyrs  (a.D.  :i86).  The  furnishing  of  the  church  was 
completed  by  the  Shaikh  Abii  '1-Faraj  ibn  Zanbur,  the  scribe  of 
As-S(ibdsi  the  Turk,  wait  of  Cairo  ;  he  paid  the  expenses  himself,  and 
he  provided  for  it  a  dome  and  a  roof,  and  constructed  over  the  dome 
a  beautiful  dome  of  timber;  and  he  built  in  it  two  altars,  one  named 
after  Saint  George,  and  the  other  after  the  angel  Michael.  In  the  midst 
of  the  church  he  erected  a  long  vaulted  transept,  in  which  he  also  opened 
a  door  which  led  to  the  altars  in  the  old  church  ;  and  he  separated  them 
from  one  another.     The  number  of  altars  in  this  church  amounted  to 

Pol.  45  b  five,  ancient  and  modern.  AbO  '1-Faraj  completed  the  restoration  of  the 
church  by  whitewashing  and  painting  it,  and  it  was  solemnly  opened 


•  See  fol.  3  a  and  note. 

"^  The  town  of  Shubra  Murayyik  (j^  1^),  in  the  province  of  Al-Gharbij'ah,  i 
mentioned  by  Yakflt,  Mush/arik,  p.  rrv. 
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on  Monday,  the  31st  of  Barmahdt,  the  second  day  of  the  fifth  week  of 
the  holy  fast,  in  the  presence  of  Anbfl  Mark  ibn  Zar'ah,  the  seventy- 
third  patriarch,  and  Michael,  bishop  of  Bastah  and  Al-Khandak,  and 
AnM  Gabriel,  bishop  of  Misr,  and  AnbA  Simon,  bishop  of  Al-Bahnasa', 
and  Anba  Peter,  bishop  of  the  Fayyum,  and  an  assembly  of  the  clergy 
and  of  the  chief  men. 

In  the  upper  story  of  this  church,  the  steward,  Sayyid  al-Ahi,  son  of 
Thomas,  the  archdeacon,  bnilt  a  church  in  the  name  of  Saint  Mercurius, 
with  a  wooden  altar-,  and  it  was  consecrated  by  Anb4  John,  the  seventy- 
fourth^  patriarch,  on  the  loth  of  Bashans,  in  the  year  910  of  the 
Righteous  Martyrs  (a.D.  1194).  The  Shaikh  Abu  '1-Yaman  Wazir 
removed  the  body  of  Saint  John  from  the  church  at  Damanhfir,  near 
Cairo,  to  this  church,  because,  so  it  is  said,  when  he  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  it  on  a  certain  night,  he  heard  a  voice  from  the  shrine  of 
the  martyr,  saying  :  '  I  cannot  remain  in  the  church  of  the  Lady  ;  there 
is  no  church  for  me  except  that  in  which  I  was  at  first.'  Accordingly 
the  body  was  restored  thither.  ] 

In  this  neighbourhood,  the  Nestorians  had  a  large  monastery  like 
a  great  castle,  within  an  enclosing  wall  of  hewn  stone,  and  containing, 
a  lar^e  church,  separate  and  conspicuous,  of  which  all  the  architectural 
features  remain  to  this  day  ;  but  the  apse  has  been  turned  into  a  Kiblah, 
and  above  it  rises  a  lofty  minaret,  and,  around  it,  the  chambers,  which 
belonged  to  the  monks,  are  inhabited  by  Mushms  ;  and  this  change 
took  place  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-H^kim. 


'  The  classical  Oxyrhinchus,  and  the  CoiJtic  neJULXe  ;  then  the  capital 
of  a  province,  it  stands  on  the  western  bank,  at  some  distance  from  the  stream. 
It  was  said  that  our  Lord  and  his  mother  sojourned  at  Al-Bahnasa.  The  town 
is  now  ruined  and  contains  about  sixty  inhabitants ;  iC  is  in  the  district  of  Bani 
Mazar,  in  the  province  of  Minyali.  See  Yakut,  Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  w  1 ;  Al-Makrizi, 
Khitat,  i.  p.  rrv  ;  Am<51ineau,  Giogr.  p.  90. 

"  This  is  the  only  definite  instance  known  to  me  of  a  Coptic  altar  constructed 
of  \vood ;  see  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  3  ff.     (A.  J.  B.) 

=  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  1189  to  1216;  see  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair. 
pp-  334-567- 
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At  the  churcli  of  Al-MartAti,  the  history  of  which  has  been  related, 
there  was  a  priest  named  Abli  Vasir,  son  of  the  priest  AbCi  Sa'd,  known 
as  Ibn  al-Kiistal,  who  maintained  customs  at  variance  with  those  pre- 
scribed by  the  pure  Fathers  ;  such  as  growing  the  hair  long,  and  baring 
the  head  at  the  time  of  the  liturgy',  and  christening  infants  without 
circumcision^,  and  giving  permission  to  the  bridegroom  to  see  the 
bride  before  marriage^.  If  a  priest  with  shaven  hair  and  covered  head 
said  the  liturgy,  he  would  not  communicate  from  his  hand,  but  he  had 
a  second  liturgy  for  himself  Thus  he  divided  the  church  into  two 
parties;  and,  although  he  was  often  rebuked  for  this,  he  would  not 
repent  or  change  his  opinions.  The  state  of  affairs  required  that  in 
order  to  maintain  the  canons,  he  should  be  expelled  from  the  church ; 
may  God  reconcile  him  to  himself! 

To  the  church  of  this  priest  there  was  a  garden  attached,  as  it  has 
Fol.  4-6b  already  been  related.  This  garden  was  seized  by  the  emir  Jabrii,  son 
of  the  Imam  Al-HSfiz,  who  built  opposite  to  the  church,  near  the  river, 
in  the  place  called  Al-Klimmat  al-kibliyah^  for  the  survey  of  the  taxes, 
a  manzarak,  which  was  visited  by  the  Im^m  AI-H^liz  and  the  Imam 
Az-Zafir*,  his  son,  during  the  lifetime  of  this  emir  Jabrii;  and  after  his 
death  the  Imam  Al-'Adid  came  here.  Each  of  them  contributed  to  the 
support  of  this  church,  and  received  the  food  that  was  brought  to  him 
from  the  monastery.  This  church  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  gardens,  and 
from  its  upper  story  a  view  of  the  blessed  Nile  is  obtained,  as  far  as  that 
part  of  the  river  bank  on  which  Tamwaih,  in  the  province  of  Al-jiziyah, 
is  situated,  and  as  far  as  Munyat  ash-Shammas^  and  other  places  on 


'  These  two  customs  of  wearing  long  hair  and  uncovering  during  ihe  liturgy 
seem  to  refer  to  the  priests  only ;  neither  of  them  is  now  practised.  See  above, 
fol.  9  b  and  15  a.     {A.  J.  B.) 

*  I  have  before  stated  that  circumcision  on  the  eighth  day  is  customary,  but  not 
obligatory,  with  the  Copts ;  while  circumcision  after  baptism  was  abvays  regarded 
as  forbidden.     See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  pp.  z86,  497,  588.     (A,  J.  B.) 

'  In  prohibiting  this  the  Copts  seem  to  have  followed  the  Muslims. 

*  The  twelfth  of  the  Fatimide  caliphs,  who  succeeded  his  father  Al-Hafiz  in 
A.H.  ,^44=^  A.  n.  1 149  and  died  in  a.h.  549= a.  d.  1154. 

'  There  were  two  places  of  this  name  in  the  province  of  Al-Jiziyah,  but  this 
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the  western  bank.  It  is  a  place  of  devotion  and  of  pleasure ;  and  the 
church  is  much  visited  because  intercessions  are  accepted  here,  and 
visible  miracles  are  performed  for  the  faithful. 

§  Ai-Ajall  Saif  al-IsJam  Tughtikin',  brother  of  Al-Malik  Saiah 
ad-Din  Yusuf  ibn  Ayyfib,  the  Kurd,  acquired  possession  of  the  garden, 
and  of  Al-'Adawiyah,  and  the  church  of  As-SCldan,  and  the  bank  of 
the  river  near  it;  and  he  rebuilt  the  mansarah,  and  added  a  gallery  to 
the  upper  part  of  it,  and  he  planted  many  trees  in  the  garden  and  spent 
much  money  here.  At  Al-'Adawiyah  are  the  quarries  of  yellow  clay, 
of  which  the  [pots  called]  khasaf  z.t^  made  ;  and  they  arc  to  the  north, 
on  the  estate  of  the  vizier  Abfl  'l-Faraj  al-Maghrabi. 

TurL 
The  district  known  as  Tura^,  which  leads  to  Itf^h^  by  way  of 
the  monastery  of  Shahran^,  Under  the  southern  sycamore,  in  the  Pol.  47  a 
southern  part  of  TurS,  Moses  the  prophet  prayed — upon  him  be  peace, 
— and  in  the  town  there  are  monuments  of 'Abd  al-Az!z  ibn  Marw.in^. 
Tur4  was  allotted  as  a  fief  to  the  Ghuzz  and  the  Kurds,  when  they 
conquered  Egypt,  Itfih  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  sons  of  Mizraim. 
ShahrSn  Is  a  large  village,  and  was  flourishing  and  populous.     It  is 


is  probably  that  one  which  was  also  called  Dair  ash-Shatna' ;  see  fol.  65  b.  It  is 
still  existing  in  the  district  of  Eadrashaiii  in  that  province,  and  in  1885  had 
a  population  of  883.  See  Ydkilt,  Mushlarik,  p,  C.v;  De  Sacy,  Abd-Allalif, 
p,  676  ;  Rec,  de  I'ilgypk,  ii.  p.  azi. 

'  Ruler  of  Yemen  after  a.h,  577  ;  died  a.h.  593. 

^  To  the  south  of  'Adawlyah  and  to  the  north  of  Hulwan,  on  the  eastern 
bank.  It  is  now  in  the  district  of  Badrashain,  and  in  the  provinLe  of  Al-JizJyah, 
and  in  iS8g  had  r,335  inhabitants.  See  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Did.  iii.  p,  et.;  Al- 
Makrizt,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  0.1  ;  Ami^hneau,  Giogr.  p.  519.    (A.  J.  B.) 

^  See  fol.  2  b,  and  note, 

'  The  site  of  Shahran  cannot  be  identified.    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Son  of  the  caUph  Marwan  I,  and  wali  of  Egypt  from  a.h.  6g=A.  d.  685  to 
A.H,  86=A.D.  706,  He  attempted  to  make  Hulwan  the  capital  of  Egypt;  see 
below. 
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built  on  the  side  of  the  river ;  and  they  say  that  Moses  the  prophet — 
upon  him  be  peace — was  born^  there,  and  his  mother  cast  him  thence 
into  the  river,  in  the  wooden  ark.  Sliahran  is  celebrated  as  a  spot 
frequented  by  visitors,  on  account  of  the  beauty  of  its  situation,  and 
the  views  obtained  from  it  of  Misr  and  the  river  Nile;  so  the  Book  of 
the  Monasteries,  by  Ash-Shdbushti,  testifies.  Opposite  this  monastery 
of  Shahran,  in  the  mountain  on  the  east,  there  is  a  large  cavern^, 
supported  by  pillars  like  a  house,  which  has  been  hollowed  out  in  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  and  is  exceedingly  extensive  ;  and  it  is  said  to  be 
called  '  the  city,'  and  the  end  of  it  is  unknown. 

Monastery  of  Shahran,  near  Turd. 

The  monastery  called  Shahrln  was  restored  by  Poemen,  the  monk, 
who  had  been  perverted  to  the  religion  of  the  Muslims,  but  returned  to 
his  own  faith  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-ImSm  al-Hakim,  and  became  once 
more  abbot  of  the  monastery.  This  monk  was  the  cause  of  the  opening 
Pol.  47  b  of  the  churches  which  had  been  closed,  and  of  the  changing  of  the 
costume^  which  Al-Hakim  had  injoined,  and  which  he  had  maintained 
for  nine  years,  during  which  Zacharias,  the  sixty-fourth  patriarch,  was 
imprisoned*,  and  thrown  to  the  lions,  which  did  him  no  harm  ;  for  God 
forbad  the  lions  to  touch  the  patriarch,  on  account  of  his  holiness,  and 
the  strength  of  his  faith  in  God.  The  instigator  of  this  persecution  was 
a  monk  from  the  monastery  of  Saint  Macarius'',  named  Jonas^,  because 

'  On  fol.  19  b,  Askar  is  said  to  be  the  birthplace  of  Moses. 

^  Doubtless  one  of  the  subterranean  quarries  in  the  Mukattam  range  near 
Tura.  These  caverns  were  cut  out  by  ancient  Egyptian  workmen  quarrying  for 
stone  for  fhe  pyramids  and  other  buildings.  The  Arabs  have  a  great  horror 
of  mining  in  the  dark,  and  tell  marvellous  legends  of  these  openings  into  the 
heart  of  the  mountain.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  Al-Hdktm  had  forced  the  Christians  to  wear  black  clothes  and  turbans,  and 
to  use  black  trappings  for  their  mules  and  asses,  forbidding  them  to  ride  on 
horseback.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  See  Renaudot,  Hisl.  Pair.  p.  391  ff.  "  In  the  Nitrlan  desert. 

"  Or  John,     See  the  story  in  Rtnuudot,  Hiil.  Pair.  p.  388  f. 
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he  had  solicited  a  bishopric  from  that  patriarch,  but  was  prevented 
from  obtaining  it  by  Michael,  the  patriarch's  nephew,  who  had  demanded 
money  from  Jonas,  [but  did  not  receive  it] ;  the  whole  of  this  story  is 
told  in  the  Lives  of  the  Patriarchs. 

In  the  aforesaid  monastery  there  is  a  tower,  entered  through  the 
monastery,  and  it  had  a  garden  attached  to  it,  measuring  six  fcddans, 
in  which  were  fruit-bearing  palms  and  corn-plots.  Al-Imam  al-Hakim 
was  fond  of  visiting  the  country  at  this  monastery,  and  of  taking  the  air 
here  ;  and  from  it  he  went  out  to  the  mountain,  and  made  journeys  into 
the  country. 

Monastery  and  Church  at  Turd. 

§  The  monastery  known  as  the  Monastery  of  the  Potter  is  dedicated 
to  Saint  Mercurius.  It  is  said  also  to  have  been  named  after  the 
martyr  Theodore.  There  is  also  a  church,  named  after  the  glorious 
Saint  George,  which  is  in  the  district  of  Turd,  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
This  church  was  small  when  it  belonged  to  the  Jacobite  Copts ;  but 
at  the  time  when  Gregory^,  the  patriarch  of  the  Armenians,  came  to 
Egypt,  and  Amir  al-Juyush  Badr  was  surrounded  by  Armenians,  in  the 
patriarchate  of  Anbd  Cyril,  patriarch  of  the  Jacobites,  and  the  district  of  Pol-  A 
Tiira  was  allotted  to  the  Armenians,  then  they  seized  this  church,  and 
pulled  it  down,  and  built  instead  of  it  a  large  and  spacious  church,  with 
several  cupolas,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  name  of  Saint  George. 
Above  it  there  rose  a  tower,  the  door  of  which  was  within  the  church  ; 
and  the  latter  was  enclosed  within  a  wall,  and  within  the  enclosure 
there  was  a  well  and  a  water-wheel.  Around  the  church  there  was 
a  space  planted  with  orange-trees,  and  two  duwairahs,  which  are  fruit- 
bearing  palms,  and  other  trees.  When,  however,  the  series  of  misfor- 
tunes befell  the  Armenians,  the  church  came  back  to  the  Jacobites,  in 
the  patriarchate  of  Anbd  Mark,  known  before  his  promotion  as  Abu 
'1-Faraj  ibn  Zar'ah,  the  scribe ;  he  was  the  seventy-third  in  the  succes- 

'  See  note  on  p.  3.  This  passage  is  referred  to  by  Rcnaudot  {liist.  Pair. 
pp.  459  and  508),  who  writes  Dora  for  TurS. 
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sion.  In  this  church  the  priest  named  AbCi  YSsir,  whose  history  has 
been  related  with  reference  to  the  church  of  Al-Martdtt,  which  is  called 
Al-'Adawiyah,  restored  al!  that  was  required  for  the  furnishing  of  it ; 
and  the  people  began  again  to  frequent  it  at  all  times.  Outside  it, 
there  are  stone  foundations  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  which 
are  said  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  building  upon  them 
a  manzarah ;  but  it  was  never  fully  prepared,  and  now  there  is  only 
one  fragment  of  building  in  a  cracked  condition.  When  the  patriarch 
came  to  this  church  to  consecrate  it,  an  assembly  of  bishops  and  priests 
and  of  the  Christian  laity  were  present. 

In  another  copy  it  is  said  that  the  monastery  of  Saint  George  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  priest  Abfl  YSsir,  known  as  Ibn 
Pol.  48  b  al-Kust41,  and  was  solemnly  opened  in  the  month  of  Ba'unah,  in  the 
year  559  (a.  D.  1164),  in  the  patriarchate  of  AnbS  John,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Armenians.  Abii  Yasir  built  in  the  upper  story  a  church  to  the 
martyr  Saint  Mennas,  and  a  church  in  the  name  of  the  great  saint 
John  the  Baptist  and  of  Gregory.  The  latter  church  was  to  the  south 
of  the  great  central  sanctuary,  in  the  monastery  of  the  Armenians  at 
Tura,  and  it  was  consecrated  on  the  30th  of  Ba'unah,  in  the  year  903 
of  the  Righteous  Martyrs  (A.  D.  i  i  8i5) ;  and  the  expenses  of  the  building 
were  paid  at  first  by  Ibn  Mashkur,  and  at  the  time  of  its  consecration 
by  Abu  Mansur,  the  superintendent  of  the  building  of  the  walls  of  Cairo 
and  Misr.  In  the  same  monastery  there  is  a  tower,  and  a  mill,  and 
a  garden  which  belonged  to  the  Armenians ;  and,  when  it  ceased  to 
belong  to  them,  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Jacobites,  after  the 
year  600  (a.  D.  1204).  When  the  priest  Abil  Y4sir  died,  the  monastery 
became  the  property  of  his  disciples,  and  of  the  Copts,  permanently 
down  to  our  own  time. 


The  Eastern  and   Western  Ranges. 

The  eastern  hills  known  as  Al-Mukattam,  which  was  the  name  of 
the  son  of  Mizraim,  the  son  of  Misr,  the  son  of  Ham,  the  son  of  Noah. 
Mukattam  was  the  first  who  worshipped  on  this  spot,  and  here  he  gave 
himself  up  to  the  service  of  God ;  so  that  after  his  time  the  mountain 
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was  known  as  Al-Mukattam.     It  is  situated  near  Tiirfi,  by  the  stone- 
quarry,  and  is  contiguous  to  Tur4  lengthwise,  and  it  is  a  holy  place. 

§  The  western  range  unites  itself  to  the  mountain  chain  of  Western  Fol.  49  a 
Africa  and  to  the  western  shores,  which  at  last  reach  the  land  of  Ibn^ 
GhawStah,  and  the  Dark  Sea^.     The  river  Nile  flows  between  these  two 
mountain-ranges. 

Melkiie  Monastery  of  Al-Kusair. 
The  monastery  known  as  Al-Kusair  is  on  the  summit  of  the  eastern 
mountain -range.  From  this  monastery  there  is  a  view  of  the  blessed 
Nile,  and  of  the  district  of  Tura.  It  was  founded  by  Arcadius^  the 
Great,  son  of  Tlieodosius  the  Great,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  over 
the  tomb  of  his  teacher,  Saint  Arsenius,  after  whose  name  he  called 
it.  This  Arsenius  had  fled  from  the  emperor,  and  devoted  himself 
to  religious  worship  in  the  desert  of  Saint  Macarius  in  the  Wadi  Habib  j 
but  afterwards  he  removed  to  this  mountain,  and  spent  his  time  in 
worship  there.    This  monastery  was  known  as  Ku§air*.    A  great  festival 


'  A  mistake  for  BaraghwStah  i^XXy-J),  which  was  a  district  in  north-western 
Arrica,  inhabited  by  a  tribe  of  the  same  name  ;  see  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Worl.  i.  p.  b  1 1" ; 
Al-IdrisI  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  8?];  Ibn  Khaldfin,  vi.  p.  r.v  . 

*  The  Atlantic. 

'  Arcadius  can  hardly  have  founded  this  monastery  in  memory  of  his  teacher, 
who  is  said  to  have  oudived  him  by  some  forty  years  at  least;  see  Gibbon 
(Edinburgh,  1832),  vol.  v.  p.  148  n.  The  association  of  Arsenius  with  the  monas- 
tery is,  however,  probably  authentic.  The  full  name  of  the  convent,  according 
to  Al-Makrtzi,  was  monastery  of  John  the  Dwarf  (Yuhannus  al-Kastr  or  Al- 
Kueayj'ir),  i,  e.  St.  John  Kolobos;  see  Khifat,  ii.  p.  0.1 .     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Our  author  probably  borrows  this  account  of  the  foundation  of  Al-Kusair 
from  Eutychius,  with  whose  narrative  the  statements  in  the  text  agree;  see  his 
Annaks  (ed.  Pococke),  i.  p.  537.  Quatremfere  gives  an  article  on  this  monastery 
in  MM.  ii.  pp.  499-503,  which  consists  of  translations  from  Al-Makrtzt,  Khi(a(, 
ii.  p.  o.r,  where  Ash-ShSbushtS  is  quoted,  as  by  our  author.  VSkflt  also  describes 
tlie  monastery  of  Al-Kusair  among  the  few  monasteries  which  he  writes  of;  see 
his  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  iao. 

u  [II.  7.] 
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is  kept  there  in  honour  of  Arsenius,  at  which  many  people  assemble. 
Below  his  church  on  the  mountain-top,  there  is  another  church,  hewn 
out  in  the  rock  with  the  pickaxe^,  and  in  it  there  is  an  altar.  The 
monastery  is  on  the  upper  part  of  the  mountain  and  stands  on  a  terrace, 
on  a  peak  of  the  mountain,  and  is  fairly  constructed  and  commands 
a  beautiful  view.  It  has  a  well  hewn  in  the  rock,  from  which  water  is 
drawn.  In  the  monastery  there  are  excellent  pictures,  of  extremely  skilful 
and  admirable  execution.  The  monastery  contains  an  upper  room  [built 
by]  Abii  '1-Jaish  Khamarawaih*,  son  of  Ahmad  ibn  Tulun,  whicli  has 
Pol,  49  b  four  windows  in  its  four  sides.  The  road  to  this  monastery  from  Misr 
is  dilRciilt,  but  on  the  southern  side  the  ascent  and  descent  are  easy. 
At  the  side  of  it  there  is  a  hermitage,  always  inhabited  by  a  hermit. 
The  monastery  overlooks  the  village  named  Shahr^n  and  the  desert 
and  the  monastery  of  Shahr^n,  which  is  a  large  and  flourishing  village, 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  Book  of 
the  Monasteries,  by  Ash-Sh^bushtt.  This  Al-Kusair  is  one  of  the 
monasteries  that  are  visited  for  worship,  and  also  for  the  pleasure  of 
sauntering  around  them. 

The  patriarch  Eustathius  ^  founded  in  this  monastery  the  church  of 


'  Th's  would  be  the  church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  named  below  on  fol.  51  a. 

Kl  amSrawaih,  son   of    Ahmad    ibn  Tulfln,   and    second    of  the    Tulfmide 

djn     y    uled  Egypt  and  Syria,  nominally  under  the  suzerainty  of  the  Abbaside 

ph  fo  twelve  years,  from  a.h.  27o=a.d.  884  to  a.h.  282=a.d.  895,  The 
annua!  bute  demanded  from  him  by  the  calipb  amounted  to  about  500,000 
d  n  s  He  was  famous  for  his  magnificence  and  his  love  of  art.  The  story 
which  our  author  teils  of  his  admiration  for  the  mosaics  at  the  monastery  of 
Al-Ku3air  is  told  also  by  Yakilt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  \t,a . 

'  Eustathius  succeeded  Balatianus,  as  Melkite  or  orthodox  patriarch  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  caliph  Hari\n  Ar-Rashid,  i.  e.  a.  o.  802,  and 
occupied  the  see  for  two  years.  See  Eutychius  ^Annaks,  ii.  p.  410),  who  is 
the  authority  from  whom  the  statements  in  the  text  are  taken.  Eutychius 
explains  ^JX^  as: 

Cf  Le  Quien,  Oritns  Christ. 
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the  Apostles,  and  he  founded  a  cell  for  the  bishops.     The  monastery 

is   in  the  possession    of  the   Mclkites,   and   contains   a  body  of  their 

monks.     There  is  kept  every  year  the  festival  of  Saint  Arsenius,  on 

the  13th  of  Bashans^.     This  Eiistathlus  was  a  linen-merchant,  and  he 

found  a  treasure  in   the  place  where  the  flax  was  beaten ;    and  then 

he  became  a  monk  in  this  monastery,  and  built  in  it  that  which  has 

been  mentioned.     After  that,  he  was  made  patriarch  of  the  Melkites, 

and   the   length  of   his   patriarchate   was    sixty-four  years^     In   this 

monastery   there   are   eight   churches,   and    they    are   enclosed   within 

a  wall.     In  it  also  there  is  a  vianzarah,  and  a  cemetery;  and  below 

it  there  are  many  caves  hewn  in  the  mountain.      The  church  of  the 

Apostles  in  this  monastery  was  destroyed  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-PIakiin, 

in  the  month  of  Sha'ban,  of  the  year  400  (a.d,  1010);  and  a  band  of 

the   common   people   came  here,  and   seized   the  coffins  of  the  dead, 

and  the  timbers  from  the  ruins.     Afterwards  it  was  decreed  that  [the 

monks]  should  restore  the  ruined  building,  and  Al-Yasal,  the  brother  Fol.  50  a 

of  Taj  ad-Daulah  EahrSm,  assigned  to  the  monastery  sixteen  feddans 

of  land  as  an  endowment. 

There  was  in  this  monastery  a  mule,  to  carry  the  water  from 
the  river,  and  bring  it  up  to  the  monastery ;  and  one  of  the  monks 
went  down  with  it  to  fill  up  the  quantity  required ;  and  the  monk 
remained  by  the  river,  while  the  mule  kept  going  backwards  and 
forwards  by  itself,  until  he  had  finished  his  business.  The  monastery 
is  enclosed  within  a  stone  wall ;  but  on  one  occasion  a  mob  of  Muslims 
went  up,  and  by  a  ruse  induced  the  monks  to  open  the  gate  to  them, 
whereupon  they  entered  and  sacked  the  monastery,  and  killed  some 
of  the  monks. 

The  monastery  known  as  A!-Kusair  al-I^akkSni  is  within  the  desert, 
and  is  uninhabited  ;  it  is  half-a-day's  journey  from  the  monastery  which 
is  being  described. 

The  number  of  churches  at  the  monastery  of  Al-Kusair,  accord- 


'  I.  e.  May  8.     Cf.  Synaxarium  {Paris  MS.  Arabe  256)  for  that  day. 
'  This  must  be  a  confusion  with  tlie  length  of  Eustathius'  life. 
U   2 
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ing  to  a  description,  of  the  date  of  Barmahat,  in  the  year  891  of  the 
Blameless  Martyrs  (a.d.  1175),  was  ten, 

(i)  In  the  upper  part  is  the  church  of  Saint  Arsenius,  the  teacher  of 
the  sons  of  the  emperors ;  and  his  body  is  buried  under  the  altar,  which 
is  the  only  altar  ^,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  baldakyn;  over  the  middle  of 
this  church  is  a  long  vaulted^  roof. 

{2)  A  church  named  after  our  Lady  Mary,  the  pure  and  holy  Virgin, 
in  which  there  is  one  altar,  as  in  the  former. 

(3)  The  church  of  the  Apostles  or  Disciples,  in  which  there  was 
a  picture  of  the  Lady,  carrying  the  Lord,  with  angels  on  the  right  and 
on  the  left,  and  pictures  of  all  the  twelve  disciples,  the  whole  being 
composed  of  tesserae  of  glass  ^  and  skilfully  executed,  as  at  Bethlehem  ; 


'  This  is  exceedingly  interesting  for  two  reasons  ;  (i)  It  is  unusual  for  a  churcli 
to  have  less  than  three  altars  now,  though  Abij  SiiUh  proceeds  to  enumerate  several 
with  this  peculiariiv  and  {11)  I  do  not  know  any  other  so  distinct  and  unquestion- 
able evidence  of  the  practice  of  burying  the  body  of  a  saint  under  the  high  altar  of 
an  Egjptian  church  though  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  writing  on  the  subject  of  the 
Coptic  altar  in  ignonnce  of  AbQ  Salih's  testimony,  I  liad  no  hesitation  in  inferring 
that  the  practice  txisted      See  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  pp.  12-16.     (A.  J.  B.) 

°  In  techn  cil  language  this  means,  I  think,  that  the  nave  was  roofed  with 
wagon  vaulting  such  is  may  still  be  seen  in  the  basilica  in  the  Harah  Zuwailah 
in  Cairo,  in  the  churcl  of  Al-I\Iu'allakah  within  the  fortress,  and  in  many 
others.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  This  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  with  the  subsequent  statements  of  our  author,  ihe 
only  direct  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  Byzantine  glass  mosaic  in  the  churches  of 
Egypt,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  Abu  Salih's  testimony  is  of  unmistakable  clearness. 

The  arrangement  which  he  sketches  is  common  enough,  indeed  is  almost 
exactly  reproduced  in  the  haikal  of  Abfl  's-Saifain  (Coptic  Churches,  i,  p.  11 3,  see 
also  p.  40).  But  there  the  design  is  painted  on  the  wall,  not  wrought  in  mosaic  : 
and  as  I  have  explained  {id.  ib.  p.  37  seq.),  there  is  no  known  instance  of  a  picture 
in  glass  mosaic  remaining  in  the  Coptic  churches,  or  anything  to  show  that  this 
form  of  art  ever  flourished  in  Egypt,  though  mosaic  of  another  kind  constiiutes 
some  of  the  most  ^.plendid  decoration  in  churches  and  mosques  aUiie.  There  is, 
however,  some  evidence  from  early  writers  to  support  the  construction  of  the  text. 
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and  some  of  these  glass  tesserae  were  gilded  and  some  were  coloured. 
Khamarawaih,  son  of  Aljmad  ibn  Tfilun,  used  to  stand  before  these 


The  allusion  to  Bethlehem  is,  of  course,  to  the  church  of  the  Nativity  erected 
there  in  A.  D.  327  by  the  empress  Helena,  and  il  is  possible  that  even  at  that  date 
glass  mosaics  were  employed  for  decoration  :  for  those  in  the  church  of  S. 
Pudenziana  at  Rome  and  S.  Costanza  at  Naples  are  said  to  date  from  ihe  fourth 
century.  However  that  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  the  time  of  Justinian 
the  walls  of  the  church  at  Bethlehem  were  covered  with  mosaics,  traces  of  which 
remain  even  at  the  present  day  in  spite  of  renewals  and  destructions. 

Eutychius  records  the  visit  of  the  caliph  'Umar  to  this  church,  his  admiration 
for  the  mosaics  in  the  southern  transept  ('  for  the  whole  vault  was  decorated  with 
many-coloured  designs  in  mosaic  work '),  and  his  order  that  no  change  should  be 
made  in  the  decoration  (ed.  Pococke,  ii.  pp.  158,  288).  But  the  best  account 
of  these  mosaics  is  given  by  De  Vogii6  in  his  £g!ises  de  la  Terre  Sainle, 
p.  66  ff. 

The  word  rendered  tesserae  in  the  text  is  ^j^,  the  plural  of  ^/as^.  But 
Eutychius,  in  the  passage  just  quoted,  uses  the  word  \^^/usatfisd  as  the  term 
for  glass  mosaics— a  term  derived  from  the  Byzantine  ^i^ojoir.  Now  the  author 
of  the  History  0/  Damascus  speaks  of  ^y^  or  tessciae,  coloured  and  gilt,  which 
are  known  2sfusaifisd;  and  similarly  Kamal  ad-Din  definesy«Myfj'(^  as  equivalent 
to  i^Jjt*  1^  or  gilded  tesserae.  Further,  Ibn  Batfitah  mentions  a  mosque 
adorned  with  pictures  of  great  beauty  in  ^ilt  mosaic,  and  agam  of  animal  figurts 
in  mosaic.  These  authorities  are  quoted  by  Quatremfere,  Hut  des  Sultans 
Mamlouks,  ii.  Liv.  i.  append,  p.  270  n.  But  the  pomt  which  Quatremere  misses 
is  that  if  these  passages  are  examined,  they  are  found  all  to  establish  the  use 
of  glass  mosaics,  but  out  of  Egypt — in  bjna  and  Arabia  I  do  not,  however, 
know  of  any  passage  proving  the  use  of  Byzantine  mosaic  m  Egypt  to  put  beside 
this  clear  and  explicit  evidence  of  Abfi  Salih,  here  and  on  fol.  104  a.  The  splendid 
lamps  of  the  type  called  Kala'Gni,  found  till  recently  in  churches  and  mosques, 
but  now  chiefly  in  museums,  show  what  skill  in  glass-work  the  Egyptians  pos- 
sessed in  mediaeval  times — a  skill  far  higher  than  would  be  needed  for  making 
the  cubes  of  mosaic  work.  Going  further  back,  we  find  record  of  famous  glass- 
works at  FustS^.  Further  back  still,  Olympiodorus  of  Alexandria  wrote  on  the 
sacred  art  of  alchemy,  which  included  the  making  of  glass  coloured  like  precious 
stones.     This  was  early  in  the  third  century,  and  the  MS.  is  in  the  Bibliothhjue 
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pictures  and  admire  the  beauty  of  their  execution,  and  was  much 
delighted  with  them,  especially  with  the  picture  of  the  Lady;  so  that 
he  even  buiit  a  man^arah  for  himself  at  this  monastery,  that  he  might 
come  there  for  recreation.  This  church  was  very  large  ;  but  Al-H^kim 
destroyed  it  in  the  year  400  (a.D.  1010),  Afterwards  there  was  built 
on  the  same  site  a  new  church,  named  after  Peter  and  Paul,  in  which 
there  was  one  altar  surmounted  by  a  baldakyn,  and  over  the  middle 
of  which  there  was  a  vaulted  roof. 

(4)  The  church  of  Stephen,  the  chief  of  the  deacons  and  first  of  the 
martyrs  for  the  name  of  Christ  among  the  Israelites. 

(5)  A  church  named  after  Saint  George. 

(6)  The  church  of  Saint  Sabas^  of  Alexandria,  which  was  restored 
by  the  Shaikh  Abu  'I-Barakit  Yuhanna,  the  scribe,  son  of  Abu  '1-Laith, 
in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Amlr,  and  in  the  vizierate  of  Al-Afdal  ShahanshSh  ; 

Fol.  51  a   and  his  brother,  Abfl  'l-Fadd'il,  was  charged  with  the  control  of  the  out- 
lay.   This  Abu  '1-Earakat  was  the  metwalli  of  the  DiwAn  at-tahktk^,  in 


Nationak.  See  Hendrie's  Theophilus  or  Aiis  of  the  Middle  Ages,  1847,  P-  i^3' 
The  same  most  interesting  work  has  a  long  account  of  glass-making  and  painting 
in  Book  II,  and  Greek  enamelling  and  mosaic  are  described  ib.  ch.  xiii— xv. 
pp.  133-135-  Strabo  was  told  by  the  glass-workers  of  Alexandria  that  they 
were  enabled  to  execute  their  magnificent  works  of  art  solely  through  the  exis- 
tence in  Egypt  of  a  peculiar  earth  {Book  XVI,  ch.  ii.  §  zg,  quoted  by  Perrot 
&  Chipiez,  Hist,  of  Art  in  Egypt,  ii.  p.  375).  Indeed  the  manufactiu'e  of  glass 
is  now  supposed  to  have  had  its  origin  in  Egypt,  and  the  art  of  enamelling  which 
flourished  under  the  caliphs  certainly  began  with  the  Pharaohs.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  'Meikite'  saint  is,  of  course,  not  also  revered  by  the  monophysite 
Copts  s'  ce  he  was  the  great  opponent  of  the  monophysite  leader,  Severus  of 
Aniio  h  and  he  d    e  mined  adherent  of  the  Roman  see. 

'  Th  s  as  he  board  which  regulated  the  expenses  of  the  government. 
The  me  all  of  h  s  Divan  was  a  person  of  high  rank.  In  a.  h.  501  a  sum  of 
700,000  d  a  s  s  sa  d  to  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  this  Divan,  apart  from 
the  expe  e  of  he  officials,  and  Abfl  '1-Barakat  ibn  Abt  '1-Laith  arranged  the 
dinars  in  boxes  on  one  side  of  the  room  and  the  dirhams  on  the  other  side. 
When  the  vizier  Al-Afdal  saw  this  large  sum  of  money,  he  said  to  Abti  'l-Barakal : 
'By  my  father's  tomb,  if  I  hear  of  any  well  out  of  order,  or  of  any  land  lyin;: 
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the  vizierate  of  Al-Afdal,  and  afterwards,  until  he  was  put  to  death  in  the 
year  528  (a.D.  1134)-  In  this  church  there  is  one  altar,  surmounted  by 
a  small  baldakyn  ;  and  over  the  midst  of  the  church  there  is  one  large 
cupola  of  conspicuous  size.  The  church  contains  pictures  of  the  forty 
martyrs  of  Sebaste  ;  and  beneath  it  is  the  tomb  of  the  said  Abil  'I-Fadit'il, 

(7)  The  church  of  the  martyr  Barbara,  which  is  small. 

(8)  [The  church  of]  Saint  Thomas. 

(9)  The  church  of  Cosmas  and  Damian  and  their  brothers  and  their 
mother,  who  were  all  martyred  for  the  name  of  Christ. 

(10)  Below  this  is  the  church  of  Saint  John,  the  Baptist  and  Fore- 
runner, in  a  cave,  and  with  a  stone  roof,  supported  on  a  pillar,  like 
a  house  which  is  concealed.  In  the  midst  of  it,  and  on  the  roof,  are 
ecclesiastical  paintings,  most  of  which  have  been  effaced.  Near  this 
church  is  the  tomb  of  John  the  monk,  who  planned  the  walls  of 
Cairo    and   its  gates',  in   the   caliphate  of  Al-Mustansir,   and   in   the 


uncultivated,  or  of  any  village  in  ruins,  I  wi!l  cut  off  thy  head  I '  to  which  the 
metwalli  answered  ;  '  Far  be  it  from  thee  that  in  thy  days  any  village  should  be 
ruined,  or  land  left  uncultivated,  or  well  allowed  to  fall  out  of  repair  I '  Al-Makrizf 
confirms  the  statement  of  our  author  that  AbQ  '1-Barakdt  was  put  to  death  in 
A.  H.  528.     See  Khi(al,  i.  p.  i^.  1 . 

'  This  piece  of  information  is  very  interesting,  and  is  one  more  proof  that  the 
Copts  were  the  architects  of  Cairo,  as  I  have  always  contended,  and  not  the 
Moslems. 

What  Abfl  Salili,  says  is  that  John  the  monk  planned  the  new  walls  of  Cairo 
in  the  vizierate  of  Badr,  under  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustansir.  The  original  walls, 
of  brick,  were  built  by  Jauhar,  under  the  caliph  Al-Mu'izz  in  a.  d.  969  or  970  {see 
Al-MakrizI,  Khi(a(,  i.  p.  rw  ff.) ;  but  a  century  later  these  walls,  being  outgrown, 
were  demolished  by  Badr  al-Jani31i,  in  a.  d.  1087,  who  extended  the  boundaries 
of  the  city,  especially  on  the  northern  and  southern  sides,  erecting  new  walls  of 
brick,  with  gateways  of  stone  (see  Al-Makrizi,  Khitai,  i.  p.  vK).  In  his  learned 
essay  on  the  topography  of  Cairo,  M.  Ravaisse  gives  a  very  clear  plan,  showing 
the  walls  of  Jauhar  and  those  of  Badr.  Saladin  subsequently  extended  the  citadel 
and  made  other  enlargements,  but  in  the  main  the  existing  walls  are  more  probably 
those  of  Badr  than  those  of  Saladin.  See  M.  Ravaisse  in  Mem.  ArcMol.  de  la 
Miss.  Fratif.  ati  Caire,  1881-4;  esp.  plate  2  facing  p.  454.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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vizierate  of  Amir  al-Juyush  Badr;  over  his  tomb  there  is  a  marble  slab 
in  the  wain. 

The  church  of  Saint  George^,  which  has  already  been  mentioned 
among  these  numerous  churches,  is  outside,  on  the  peak  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  it  was  founded  by  the  Shaikh  AbCi  l-Hakam,  brother  of  Abfl 

I  '1-Khasib,  and  relative  of  Abil  '1-Barakat  ibn  Abfl  '1-Laith. 

On  this  mountain  there  are  many  caves,  hewn  in  the  rock,  which  also 
forms  their  roof;  one  of  them  is  the  cave  of  Saint  Arsenius,  which  was 
made  for  him,  and  it  contains  the  stone  which  he  used  as  a  pillow. 
Within  the  monastery  there  is  a  cistern,  which  receives  water  from  the 
mountain  at  the  time  of  rain.  There  is  also  a  well  of  springing  water, 
hewn  in  the  rock,  of  which  the  monks  and  their  visitors  drink.  There 
is  a  mill  hewn  in  the  rock.  The  churches  are  likewise  founded  in  the 
rock.  Near  the  church  of  Saint  Sabas,  restored  by  Abil  '1-Barakat, 
there  is  a  mansarah  which  was  made  for  Al-Amir,  who  came  here  in 
the  hunting  season  ;  and  there  is  a  place  for  his  attendants.  There 
is  here  the  mansarah  of  Khamarawaih,  son  of  Ahmad  ibn  Tulun,  in  the 
upper  story  of  the  monastery  on  the  eastern  side  ;  it  has  now  fallen  into 
decay.  The  monastery  now,  in  our  time,  contained  five  monks  in  poor 
circumstances,  until  the  end  of  Barmahat,  in  the  year  891  of  the 
Righteous  Martyrs  (a.d.  117,5).  After  that,  Fakhr  ibn  al-Kanbar\ 
the  mislcader  of  the  ignorant  through  his  false  creed,  came  to  live 
there,  with  a  body  of  his  followers ;  and  he  dwelt  there  twenty  years, 
until  he  died,  on  Monday,  at  the  beginning  of  the  White  Week*,  in 
the  second  week  [of  the  Fast],  on  the   23rd  of  Amslitr^  in  the  year 

I  934  of  the   Righteous  Martyrs  (a.d.  12o«).      The  monastery  is  now 


'  This  tomb  was  apparently  in  the  cave  in  which  the  church  was  hewn.  The 
slab  over  the  tomb  is  worth  notice,  as  the  Copts  never  mark  the  burial-places  of 
ihc  dead  in  any  of  the  old  churches.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  No.  5  in  the  list  of  churches.  '  See  above,  fol.  9  a  ff. 

*  I.e.  the  first  week  of  Lent,  during  which  the  use  of  fish  and  other  white  meat 
is  allowed.     (A.J.  B.) 

'  The  Coptic  Mechir  (JULe^X'P)— J'^"'  ^^  '"^  ^^'^^-  -■*■ 
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in  the  possession  of  his  followers,  who  form  a  large  body,  but  are  in 
poor  circumstances.  It  is  said  that  in  former  times  there  were  in  the 
monastery  and  in  the  caves  hewn  in  the  mountain-sides  nearly  six 
thousand  monks, 

Hermes  Trismegisius. 

§  Kalkali^  son  of  KharSbS,  son  of  M^lik,  one  of  the  sons  of  Baisur, 
son  of  Ham,  son  of  Noah,  was  exceedingly  wise;  and  it  is  said  that 
his  teacher  was  Hermes^,  who  was  the  first  inventor  of  alchemy,  and 
turned  lead  into  gold,  and  hardened  quicksilver  into  solid,  white  gold, 
and  melted  sand  into  glass^;  and  his  glass-furnace  was  at  a  place  called 
'  the  Oven*,'  at  the  top  of  the  eastern  mountain,  outside  Cairo. 

Church  of  the  Chamberlains  at  Al~Kantarah. 

The  church  of  the  Lady  IMary,  the  Pure  Virgin,  at  Al-Kantarah', 
commonly  named  the  church  of  the  Romans.  It  is  also  called  the 
church   of  the    Christian   Chamberlains,   because    it   was   restored   by 


'  Al-Malirizt  and  As-Suj'flti  write  this  name  Kalkan  (ySS),  and  the  father's 
name  Khartaba  (^^}  or  KharibS  (W*)  '■>  see  Khifat,  i.  p.  n  ;  Husn  al-MuMdarah, 
i.  p.  r .  . 

'  See  beiow,  fo!.  64  b. 

'  This  legend  is  so  far  correct  that  the  art  of  glass-making  probably  began  in 
Egypt,  and  not,  as  it  was  stated  by  Pliny  and  those  writers  who  have  followed 
him,  among  the  Phoenicians,  See  Perrot  and  Chipiez,  Hisl.  0/ Art  in  Phoenicia 
and  Cyprus,  ii.  p.  326;  Hendrie's  Theophilus,  p.  163.     (A.J,  B.) 

*  On  the  top  of  the  Mukattam  hills,  to  the  east  of  Cairo.  For  the  legends 
related  of  the  spot,  see  Al-Makrizt,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  i=eo  . 

*  This  village,  or  suburb  of  Al-Fustaf,  has  already  been  mentioned ;  see  fol. 
23  b  and  32  b.  The  reason  for  the  foundation  of  this  church  at  this  spot  is  given 
by  Eulychius,  namely  that  when  the  caliph  was  residing  at  his  palace  called  the 
'  Dome  of  the  Air '  on  the  Mukattam  hills,  his  Greek  (Roman)  chamberlains 
found  it  too  far  to  go  to  the  Melkite  churches  in  the  Kasr  ash-Shama'  or  Fortress 
of  Babylon,  and  so  asked  and  obtained  his  permission  to  build  a  church  at  the 
nearer  suburb  of  Al-Kantarah ;  see  Eutychius,  Annates  (ed.  Pococke),  ii.  p.  430, 

X  [11,7.]       . 
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the  chamberlains  of  Al-Ma'mCln'  'Abd  Allah,  son  of  HarOn  ar-Rashkl, 
since  it  was  near  the  '  Dome  of  the  Air^,'  which  he  founded  on  tlie 
Mukattam  hills.  The  Christians  wore  black  garments^,  and  rode  on 
horses,  until  the  caliphate  of  AI-Mutawakkil  Ja'far,  who  forbad  them 
to  do  so. 

Hulw&n. 

HuhvSn*.  'Abd  al-'Aziz*  ibn  Marwcln  ibn  a!-Hakam,  surnamed  Abu 
Fol.  52  b  '1-Usbu',  lived  in  this  place,  and  Hulwan  was  the  name  of  his  eldest 
son.  It  was  in  this  neighbourhood  that  Ai-Imam  al-Hakira  bi-amri'l!ah 
alighted  from  the  ass  which  he  was  riding,  and  ordered  his  groom,  who 
accompanied  him  wherever  he  went,  to  hough  the  ass ;  and  he  himself 
went  alone  into  the  inner  parts  of  the  desert  and  never  returned  ;  nor 
is  it  known  to  this  day  where  he  retired.  This  happened  in  the  month 
of  Shawwal,  in  the  year  411  (a.d.  1031)^ 


'  The  seventh  of  the  Abbaside  caliphs ;  reigned  from  a,  d.  813  to  833. 

'  The  Kubbai  al-Hawd  was  on  the  mountain  near  the  citadel  of  Cairo ;  see 
C.  Niebuhr,  Voyage  m  Arable,  &c.,  i,  p,  93.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  AI-Mutawakkil  reigned  from  a.d.  847  to  861,  It  would  appear  from 
Abfl  Silih's  remark  that  the  Christians  voluntarily  affected  a  black  dress  at  this 
time,  and  that  the  ordinance  of  Al-Hakim  two  centuries  later  was  an  enforced 
reversion  to  an  old  custom.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  HuIwSn  or  Halwan  (Helouan),  the  Coptic  gjA.XoiA.n  or  £^A,Xfi.A.n,  is  on 
the  right  or  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  five  or  six  miles  to  the  south  of  AU'Adawiyah, 
and  is  still  a  favourite  health-resort  of  the  Cairenes  on  account  of  its  sulphureous 
springs.  The  place  seems  to  have  been  in  existence,  and  to  have  had  a  bishop, 
before  the  Mahometan  conquest.  See  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Worf.  ii.  p.  rri  ;  Al-Makrizi, 
Kkim,  i.  p.  r.i  f  ;  Am^lineau,  G^ogr.  p.  584.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  See  fol.  47  a. 

'  Bar-Hebraeus  states  that  Al-HSkim  was  assassinated  at  the  instigation  of  iiis 
sister,  and  that  this  was  the  explanation  of  his  disappearance.  Al-Makrizi  also 
mentions  this  report  but  denies  its  truth  (ii,  p.  r^i).  Ibn  Khaldiin,  iv.  p.  ti  ;  Ibn 
al-AthJr,  ix.p.  pn  ;  Abfl '1-Fida,  iii.  p,  48  ;  As-SuyQt^,  ii.  p.  1  a  ;  and  Ibn  Khallikun 
relate  the  same  story. 
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At  Hulwiln  'Abel  al-'Aziz  erected  some  handsome  buildings,  and 
set  up  a  Nilometer.  He  was  attacked  by  the  disease  called  lion- 
sickness,  or  elephantiasis,  and  he  took  many  medicines,  but  the  medi- 
cines did  him  no  good,  and  so  the  physicians,  in  treating  him,  selected 
[Hulw^n'  as  a  residence  for  him].  This  'Abd  al-'Aziz  pulled  down  the 
Old  Mosque  at  Misr,  known  as  the  foundation  of  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi, 
governor  of  Egypt,  and  rebuilt  it,  adding  to  its  extent^.  At  Hulwan 
he  made  a  large  lake,  into  which  water  flowed  from  springs  in  the 
hills,  named  the  Mukattam  hills,  by  an  aqueduct  which  he  constructed 
[from  the  hills]  to  the  lake.  Beside  the  latter  he  erected  a  pavilion 
of  glass  ^. 

'Abd  al-'Aziz  also  built  several  mosques  at  Hulwan,  and  spent  much 
money  here.  One  copy  of  the  history  states  that  he  spent  a  million  of 
dinars  here.  He  also  planted  palms  and  other  trees  here.  He  levied 
the  land-tax  several  times  in  every  week,  fearing  that  a  rebellion  might 
arise  and  come  upon  him,  and  that  then  he  would  stand  in  need  of 
money.  He  built  the  bridges  over  the  canal  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful*.  It  was  his  wish  to  remove  the  seat  of  commerce  by  land 
and  water  to  [Hulwan],  and  to  depopulate  At-Fustat.  [In  his  time]  ^"l-  53  a 
the  public  treasury  was  at  HiilwSn. 

§  [There  is  at  Hulwan]  a  monastery  named  after  the  Lady  Mary, 
the  Pure  Virgin.     It  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  bishops,  in  the 


'  I  translate  the  words  thus  because  the  statement  and  even  some  of  the  words 
are  apparently  borrowed  from  Eutychius,  who  says ; 

^^|JU  l^.s.  -aill  J  jLili  j.ljJJ  ilc  u  <J\xi,\  .iS  ^ 
'  He  had  begun  to  be  attacked  by  the  disease  of  elephantiasis,  so  the  physicians 
selected  the  city  of  Hulwan  as  a  residence  for  him.'     {Annales,  ii.  p.  309.) 

^  This  was  in  a,  h.  79=a.  d.  699;  see  AI-Makrizt,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  ifr..  An 
abstract  of  Al-Makrizi's  full  history  of  the  Old  Mosque  is  given  by  Lane  In 
Modern  Egyptians,  vol.  ii.  App.  F.  iii.  p.  348.     (  A.  J.  B.) 

"  Our  author's  account  here  seems  to  be  taken  from  Eutychius;  see  Annalis 
(ed.  Pococke),  ii.  p.  369. 

'  The  A'/jrt///"  or  canal  of  Cairo;  cf,  above,  fol.  24  a  &  b. 
X  2 
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patriarchate  of  Anbi  Isaac'  the  monk,  who  was  the  forty-first  in 
the  order  of  succession,  and  in  the  patriarchate  of  his  successor,  Anba 
Simon^  the  Syrian,  the  forty-second  patriarch,  during  the  governorship 
of  'Abd  al-'Aziz  ibn  MarwSn,  through  the  agency  of  Gregory ',  bishop 
of  AI-Kais*.  The  monastery  is  called  the  monastery  of  Abii  Karkar  ; 
the  last  word  being  derived  from  the  name  of  Gregorios. 


'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  686  to  688;  see  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair. 
pp.  177-9.  Al-Maktn  gives  ihe  name  of  the  patriarch  as  is3.k  (usILjI)  in  Coptic, 
transcribing  the  word  ICiiK ;  see  Ta'rtkh  al-Muslim(n,  ad  ann.  66.  The 
foundation  of  a  church  by  the  patriarch  Isaac  at  Hulwan,  during  the  residence  there 
of 'Abd  al-'Aztz,  is  mentioned  in  the  Coptic  life  of  this  patriarch;  see  Am^lineau, 
Hzsl.  dupatr.  Isaac,  p.  78.     The  Patriarchal  History  also  says: 

i^A\  Jj\^.  Lie-  (_JJ  Jclj  y  ^^  ^yl  ^jiJl  JS^  j-^1 
'And  [Isaac]  built  a  church  at  Hulwan  because  he  was  visiting  the  emir 
'Abd  al-'Aziz  at  ttiat  place.  Now  the  emir  had  commanded  the  chief  men 
of  Upper  Egypt  and  all  the  provinces  to  build  each  one  a  house  for  himself  at  the 
city  of  Hulwan.'    (Brit.  Mus.  MS,  Or.  26,100,  p.  iz6,  11.  22-4.) 

'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  688-700  (?) ;  sec  Renaudot,  His/.Pa/r.pp.  179-189. 

'  This  bishop  is  mentioned  as  the  chief  bishop  present  at  the  election  of  John, 
who  was  set  aside  by  'Abd  al-'Aziz  in  favour  of  the  patriarch  Isaac ;  see  Brit.  Mus. 
MS.  Or.  26,100,  p.  125,  I.  27— p.  126,  I  I.  The  building  of  the  church  in 
question  and  of  other  churches  was  entrusted  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
bishop  Gregory  by  'Abd  al-'Aziz. 

aiiU5)l  Ijilf^  ^y^  J  ,^y^:^^'^.  y^  u'  ^}/  J  ^L.^'  d^^  cf^  ^"^  ■^.J 

'After  three  years  'Abd  al-'Aziz  dismissed  the  Lishops  to  their  sees  that  they 
might  find  means  for  building  t«o  churches  at  Hul«an  ;  and  the  bishops  spent 
money  from  iheir  own  revenues  upon  the  building ,  and  the  governor  entrusted 
the  superintendence  of  the  buildmg  to  Gicgorj  bishop  of  A!-Kais.'  llit'd.  p.  135, 
II.  4-6.) 

'  The  Coptic  KA.1C.  Now  in  the  district  of  Ban!  Mazar  in  ihe  province 
of  I^Iinyah,  with  a  population  in  i88g  of  3,160.     In  Yakflt's  time  it  was  in  ruins. 
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§  There  is  a  second  monastery,  which  was  restored  in  the  same  way. 
'  Abd  al-'Aziz  ibn  Marwiin  decreed  that  a  church  should  be  founded  for 
the  patriarch  Jonas^  and  the  bishops  ;  and  so  this  church  was  founded 
by  the  Christian  chamberlains  of  'Abd  al-'Aziz  ibn  Marwan,  in  the 
name  of  the  glorious  martyr  Saint  George,  This  church  was  small, 
and  was  called  the  church  of  the  Chamberlains*.  These  Christian 
chamberlains  were  Melkites. 

Church  and  Monastery  at  Dahshilr. 

\  The  church  of  Moses,  who  spoke  with  God,  This  is  a  large 
and  spacious  church  on  the  bank  of  the  blessed  Nile,  near  Hulw4n' 
and  Munyat  as-SCid^n,  (Now  the  Pharaoh  of  Moses  was  Al-Waltd* 
ibn  Mus'ab,) 

§  There  is  a  monastery  adjacent  to  this  last-named  church.  This  : 
a  large  building,  skilfully  planned  and  constructed,  and  it  contains 
a  large  number  of  monks  and  devout  old  men.  A  festival  is  kept 
n  this  monastery,  on  the  17th  of  Tiibah,  every  year,  in  memory  of  the 
two  saints,  so  celebrated  for  their  monastic  life,  Maximus  and  Domitius, 
his    brother,    the    sons  of    the    emperor   Valentinian^,   and   superiors 


See  A!-Idris!  {ed.  Rome)  [pp.  47  and  113];  Yakfit,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p,  no; 
Am^lineau,  Geogr.  pp.  395-397. 

'  Or  John;  he  occupied  the  see  from  a. d.  677  to  686  (?),  and  was  the 
predecessor  of  Isaac,  and  the  forlieth  of  the  Coptic  patriarchs.  See  Renaudot, 
Htsl.  Pair.  pp.  174-177. 

^  There  would  seem  to  be  some  confusion  between  this  church  and  that 
mentioned  on  fol.  52  a.  Both  accounts,  however,  are  based  on  Eutychius.  who 
speaks  of  the  church  built  by  the  chamberlains  of  'Abd  al-'Aziz  at  HulwSo  in 
Annaks  (ed.  Pococke),  ii.  p.  369,  and  calls  it  ,j*il/ll  iw-J  as  here, 

'  We  are  told  a  few  lines  further  down  that  it  was  at  Dahshflr,  which  is 
on  the  western  bank,  opposite  HuIwSn. 

'  The  father  of  Ar-Rayy^n  according  to  most  of  the  Arab  historians;  see 
above,  fol.  18  b. 

'  The  form  of  the  name  is  corrupt.  The  two  saints  are  commemorated  on 
Tubah  i7=Jan.  20,     They  are   said    to  have  been   the  sons   of  the    emperor 
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of  the  monastery  of  Our  Lady,  named  after  Baramils',  in  tlie  desert 
of  Saint  Macarius  or  Wadi  Habib. 

It  was  the  custom  among  Christian  pilgrims  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  these  two  saints  three  times  in  the  year:  namely,  at  the  Feast  of 
the  Cross,  on  the  17th  of  Tut;  at  the  Feast  of  the  Bathing^,  on  the 
nth  of  Tubah  ;  and  on  the  Monday  of  Easter;  and  the  people  mani- 
fested great  joy  on  account  of  these  saints,  and  held  spiritual  communion 
[with  them]. 

The  revenues  of  this  monastery  and  this  church,  which  are  in  the 
district  called  Dahshur^,  in  the  province  of  Al-Jiziyah,  were  composed 
partly  of  an  income  of  money  and  produce,  together  with  the 
endowments  and  votive  offerings  and  other  receipts.  But  this  state 
of  things  was  afterwards  changed,  and  disappeared  through  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  good  people;  and  this  church  became  a  mosque,  and 
was  called  the  mosque  of  Moses ;  and  the  monastery  was  entirely 
inundated  by  the  river. 

Church  of  the   Virgin. 

Fol.  54  a  §  There  is  a  church  named  after  Mary,  the  Pure  Virgin.  It  was 
restored  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anba  Isaac,  the  forty-first  in  the 
succession,  by  Gregory,  bishop  of  Al-Kais.  The  bricks  and  timber 
of  this  church  were  taken  away,  at  the  time  of  the  victory  of  the  emir 


Valentinian  I,  and  to  have  been  devoted  to  pious  exercises  from  their  youlh.  After 
a  pilgrimage  lo  Nicaea,  the  scene  of  the  Council,  they  determined  to  become 
monks,  and  finally  they  became  disciples  of  St.  Macarius  in  the  desert  of  Scete. 
See  Synaxarium  ad  diem.  In  the  Bib.  Nat,  of  Paris  there  is  an  Arabic  life  of  the 
two  saints. 

'  This  famous  monastery  is  still  standing. 

'  The  Epiphany;  see  fol.  41a. 

'  On  the  western  bank ;  now  in  the  district  of  Jarzah,  in  the  province  of 
Al-Jizah,  and  in  1885  had  a  population  of  1,987.  It  is  celebrated  on  account 
of  its  pyramids.  It  stands  opposite  to  HuJwan,  but  further  to  the  south.  Seo 
Yakilt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  irr;  Rec.  de  t'Egyple,  ii.  p.  93. 
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Husain  ibn  al-H^fiz  and  of  the  quarrel  between  the  Raihtiniyah  and 
the  juyilshiyah',  when  many  on  both  sides  were  killed.  With  the 
materials  thus  seized,  the  mosque  called  '  Mosque  of  the  Hyena,'  at 
Itfih,  was  restored,  in  the  lunar  year  ^aS  (a.  d.  1134).  The  result  was 
that  this  church  was  entirely  ruined  and  fell  to  the  ground. 


Monastery  of  Saint  Anthony  near  the  Red  Sea. 

§  Itfih  received  Its  name  from  one  of  the  sons  of  MSlik,  son  of 
Tadris,  one  of  the  sons  of  Mizraim ;  for  most  of  the  large  towns  are 
called  after  the  names  of  their  sons.  [Itfih]  travelled  towards  the  west, 
until  he  reached  the  [Sea  of]  Darkness^  and  beheld  many  wonders. 

§  The  monastery  named  after  Saint  Anthony^  This  stands  to  the 
east  of  Itfih,  and  to  the  south  of  Misr,  and  from  it  to  the  river  Nile  there 


'  These  two  sections  of  (he  Egyptian  army  quarrelled  and  fought  in  the  reign 
of  AI-Hafif,  and  his  son  Husain  had  much  trouble  in  quelling,  the  riots.  See  the 
account  in  Al-Makrizt,  Khitat,  ii.  p.  i  v  fF. 

^  The  Atlantic  Ocean,  called  by  the  Arabs  Az-Zulmah  or  Bahr  as-Zulumdl, 
was  thought  by  them  to  be  the  western  portion  of  the  circumambient  ocean.  In 
these  dark  regions,  curiously  enough,  ia  placed  the  Fountain  of  Life,  of  which 
Al-Khidr  drank  and  so  lives  on  to  the  Dav  of  Judgment.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Abfi  Salih  now  pifses  from  the  N  le  ville>  eastward  through  the  desert  to 
the  celebrated  monastery  of  St  Anthonj  which  lies  m  the  mountains  towards 
the  Red  Sea  coast,  to  the  south  east  of  Cairo,  and  nearly  m  lat  29"  N  In  Coptic 
Churches,  i.  p.  342  ff.,  maj  be  found  some  remarks  on  this  and  the  neighbouring 
monastery  of  St,  Paul.  A  woodcut  of  Datr  Antdnryits  is  given  in  Sharpe's  Hist. 
0/  Egypt,  ii.  p.  350,  St  Jerome  in  hib  Life  of  Hilanon  gives  a  bnef  de'^cription 
of  the  place,  mentioning  the  gardens  with  their  'ipimgs  of  running  water  and  the 
chapel  of  St.  Anthou)  on  the  height  For  the  visit  of  the  Pere  Sicard,  see 
tome  v.  pp.  125-200  of  Noitteaux  Mem  des  Missions  du  Leianl  Pans,  1725, 
where  there  is  an  interesting  plan  of  D^lr  AntdniyHs  and  Dair  BUlus  as  well  as 
a  map  of  Egypt.  Still  eirlier  is  the  \i«it  m  the  seventeenth  centurj  of  Jean 
Coppin,  a  French  officer  who  published  his  travels  in  a  work  called  BmcJier 
de  I'Europe,  Paris,  i6a6  410  where  there  is  io  account  of  these  monasteries  on 
p.SOgff.     Pococke(vol  1  p  128)  besides  some  brief  notes  on  the  two  monasteries, 
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is  a  distance  of  three  days'  journey  through  the  desert  of  Al-Kulzum. 
The  pure  body  [of  Saint  Anthony]  Hes  at  this  monastery,  buried  in  his 
cave^,  in  which  he  used  to  pray;  [the  body]  is  walled  up  within.  His 
church,  named  after  him,  stands  upon  the  summit  of  the  holy  mountain, 
Fol.  64  b  This  monastery  possesses  many  endowments  and  possessions  at  Misr, 
It  is  surrounded  by  a  fortified  wall.  It  contains  many  monks.  Within 
the  wall  there  is  a  large  garden^,  containing  fruitful  palm-trees  and 
apple-trees  and  pear-trees,  and  pomegranates  and  other  trees;  besides 
beds  of  vegetables,  and  three  springs  of  perpetually-flowing  water,  with 
which  the  garden  is  irrigated  and  of  which  the  monks  drink.  One 
feddan  and  a  sixth  in  the  garden  form  a  vineyard,  which  supplies  all 
that  is  needed;  and  it  is  said  that  the  number  of  the  palms  which  the 
garden  contains  amounts  to  a  thousand  trees  ;  and  there  stands  in  it 
a  large  and  weli-biiilt  keep.  The  cells  of  the  monks  overlook  this 
garden.  The  monastery  possesses  property  and  gardens  also  in  Itfih. 
There  is  nothing  like  it  among  the  other  monasteries  inhabited  by 
Egyptian  monks.     It  is  in  the  possession  of  Jacobite  monks. 

§  It  was  in  the  Egyptian  desert  that  Anba  Andunah,  the  Egyptian, 
appeared.  He  was  also  named  Antonios,  the  Star  of  the  Desert  and 
Father  of  Monks*.    He  was  the  first  monk  who  lived  in  the  desert ;  and 


gives  a  rude  plan  which  he  says  was  taken  from  a  '^IS.  map  of  the  country  about 
them.'  Quatremfcre  has  some  remarks  on  the  monasteries  in  Mem.  i,  p.  153  ff. 
In  recent  times,  the  late  Mr.  Greville  Chester  visited  Dair  Antdniyiis,  and  published 
a  short  account  of  it  in  pamphlet  form,  Mr.  Headlam,  of  All  Souls  College, 
went  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Anthony  and  tlience,  like  Coppin,  on  foot  across  the 
mountains  to  that  of  St.  Paul.     (A.  J.  B,) 

'  The  cave  of  St.  Anthony  lies  high  above  the  monastery  on  the  steep  side 
of  the  mountain.  From  it  there  opens  a  magnificent  view  of  the  Red  Sea  and 
Mount  Sinai.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  The  gardens  are  still  celebrated  for  their  fertility.  They  are  watered  by 
springs  from  the  mountain,  of  a  slighlly  brackish  kind,  and  not  by  wells  as  are  the 
gardens  of  the  Niirian  desert.     See  St.  Jerome,  quoted  above.     (A.  J,  B.) 

'  For  an  accoimt  of  Anthony  and  of  monasticism  in  Egypt  see  Gibbon's  well- 
known  chap.  37;   Sozomen's  Ecd.  Hist.  i.  13,  where  it  is  stated  that  Anthony 


y  Google 


MONASTERF  OF  SAINT  ANTHONY  NEAR  THE  RED  SEA.   i6i 

monks  gathered  together  to  him.     He  began  the  building  of  monas- 
teries and  the  assembhng   of  monks  in  them.     This  holy  monastery 
[which  has  been  described]  was  built  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Julian 
the  apostate,  son  of  the  sister  of  Constantine  the  believer,  and  in  the  Pol.  55  a 
reign  of  Sapor,  son  of  Artaxerxes,  son  of  Babek,  the  Sassanian. 

§  This  great  saint,  Anthony,  was  the  first  monk  who  clothed  him- 
self in  wool,  and  exhibited  the  monastic  habit,  and  left  the  world  and 
dwelt  in  the  deserts.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  also  appeared  to  him, 
and  showed  him  how  to  wear  the  monkish  habit\  and  taught  him  how 
he  must  act  in  dwelling  in  the  desert,  that  he  might  be  an  example 
to  other  monks,  who  should  imitate  him  and  live  according  to  his 
pure  life. 

§  That  emperor  of  whom  we  have  spoken,  I  mean  Julian,  was  slain 
by  the  martyr  Mercurius^,  as  it  is  related  by  BasiP,  bishop  of  Caesarea, 
who  saw  the  similitude  of  Wood  on  the  point  of  his  lance*.  According 
to  the  history  of  Said  ibn  Batrik*,  who  was  patriarch  of  the  Melkites, 


was  born  at  Kona  or  Ko'im  near  Heraclea,  and  where  his  life  is  given  ;  Bibl.  Magna 
Palrum,  torn.  ix.  p.  729  ;  Athanasius,  Op.  torn.  ii.  p.  450  ff. ;  Rosweyde's  VJiae 
Palrum,  s.v.;  Sharpe's  Hisi.  of  Egypt,  ii.  p.  274,  &c.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Hence  called  the  Angelic  Habit;  see  Coptic  Churches,  i,  p.  347  and  p.  334. 
(A.J.B.) 

'  This  story  is  related  in  the  legend  of  St.  Mercurius  given  in  Coptic  Churches, 
ii-  PP-  357-360.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  story  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  St.  Basil  now  extant  in  Greek. 

*  Eutychius  relates,  on  the  authority  of  St.  Basil,  that  the  latter  was  sitting  in 
his  room,  with  a  picture  of  St.  Mercurius  before  him,  when  it  suddenly  disap- 
peared from  the  panel  on  which  it  was  painted;  but  that  it  reappeared  an  hour 
later  with  blood  on  the  point  of  the  lance,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  St.  Basil, 
until  he  heard  that  at  that  very  hour  Julian  had  been  mysteriously  slain,    (A.  J.  B.) 

"  I.e.  Eutychius;  see  the  story  in  his  Annales  (ed.  Pococke),  i.  p.  485,  whence 
Aba  Salih  has  borrowed  it.  Artaxerxes  is,  of  course,  inaccurately  put  for  his 
descendant  Sapor,  mentioned  a  few  lines  above.  Artaxerxes  was  the  founder  of 
the  Sassanian  dynasty  of  Persia,  and  reigned  from  a.d.  226  to  241.  Sapor  II 
reigned  from  a.d,  310  to  380.  The  death  of  Julian  was  in  a.d.  363,  whereas 
the  year  of  Alexander  (i,  e.  of  the  Seleucian  era)  580  would  be  267.    (A.  J.  B.) 

y  [ii-  7.] 
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this  happened  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes,  in  tlie  year  580  of  Alexander, 
or,  according  to  another  copy,  in,  the  year  554  of  Alexander.  The 
history  of  Mahbub  al-Manbajt,  son  of  Constantine,  relates  the  same 
incident. 

With  [Anthony]  also  was  Paul'  the  monk;  and  these  two  were 
the  first  who  clothed  themselves  in  woollen  garments,  and  dwelt  in 
rol.  55  b  the  deserts.  This  was  in  the  patriarchate  of  Dionysius*,  the  fourteenth 
in  the  succession.  In  the  time  [of  Anthony]  also  lived  Athanasius^  the 
scribe,  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  and  Saint  Pachomius*,  the  Egyptian 
monk,  and  Basil,  bishop  of  Caesarea. 

In   this  district  [of  Itfih]''  there  are  seven  churches,  of  which  six 


'  The  name  is  corrupllj-  written ;  it  probably  passed  through  the  stages 
ijj^,  ^M,  LjflSJJ,  (jJ^,.  ,_f^Jj,,  which  are  intelligible  enough  if  we  suppose  that 
they  were  the  result  partly  of  careless  dictation,  partly  of  careless  writing  from 
dictation,  and  partly  of  careless  copying. 

Sozomen  (vi.  29  and  i.  13)  mentions  two  Pauls,  viz.  (1)  a  saint  who  hved 
at  Pherme,  a  mountain  in  Scete  or  the  Nitn'an  desert.  There  were  500  monks 
with  him.  He  prayed  300  times  a  day,  and  had  a  bag'  of  pebbles  by  which 
to  count  his  orisons— a  sort  of  rosary.  (2)  Paul,  called  the  Simple,  who  was 
a  disciple  of  Anthony  and  who  gave  his  name  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Paul  or 
Dair  Biilus,  as  it  is  now  called,  a  day's  journey  to  the  south  of  Dair  Antuniyus. 
AbQ  Salih's  account  of  Dair  BAJus — a  very  scanty  one — is  given  a  few  pages 
below!     (A.J.  B.) 

*  Occupied  the  see  from  a.d.  248  (f)  to  twelfth  year  of  Gallienus,  i.e.  264-5. 
See  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  pp.  32-39.     St.  Anthony  lived  from  a.  d.  251  to  356. 

^  Athanasius  was  a  friend  of  St.  Anthony,  His  life  and  writings  are  too  well 
known  to  need  special  reference,     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  A  celebrated  monk  of  Tabennesi,  called  the  Father  of  the  Coenobites,  because 
he  first  gathered  the  monks  together  into  monasteries.  His  '  Fifty  Rules  for  the 
Monastic  Life'  are  given  in  Migne's  Pa/res  AegyplH,  p.  948 ;  and  Palladius  gives 
his  history.  See  Ada  SS.  for  May  14,  Rosweyde,  Tillemont,  and  the  Coptic 
life  by  his  disciple  Theodore,  published  in  1889  by  M.  Am^lineau.  Pachomius 
seems  to  have  been  born  about  a.d.  z8o,  and  to  have  died  in  a.  d.  348  or  349. 
His  festival  is  kept  by  the  Copts  on  Bashans  i4  =  May  9.     (A.  J,  B.) 

'  As  the  road  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Anthony  started  from  Itflh  or  near  it. 
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belong  to  the  Copts  and  one  to  the  Armenians  ;  this  last  is  named  after 
the  martyr  Saint  George. 

Monastery  of  Al-Juinmaizah. 
§  The   monastery  called  the  monastery  of  Ai-Jummaizah'  stands 
upon  the  bank  of  the  blessed  Nile.     Adjacent  to  it  there  is  a  keep, 
and  a  garden,  and  a  mill,  and  a  wine-press.     It  stands  near  Dahrut^ 
and  contained,  up  to  our  own  time,  thirty  monks. 

The  Heretic  Balhtus. 
§  In  the  [aforesaid]  monastery  of  Anb^  Andilnah,  or  Antonios,  there 
was  a  monk  named  Balutus,  learned  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
religion  and  the  duties  of  the  monastic  life,  and  skilled  in  the  rules 
of  the  canon-law.  But  Satan  caught  him  in  one  of  his  nets  ;  for  he 
began  to  hold  opinions  at  variance  with  those  taught  by  the  Three 
Hundred  and  Eighteen  [of  Nicaea] ;  and  he  corrupted  the  minds  of 
many  of  those  who  had  no  knowledge  or  instruction  in  the  orthodox 
faith.  He  announced  with  his  impure  mouth,  in  his  wicked  discourses, 
that  Christ  our  Lord^to  Whom  be  glory — was  like  one  of  the  prophets. 
He   associated  with   the   lowest  among   the  followers  of  his   religion,  Fol.  66  a 


our  author  speaks  as  if  the  monastery  was  in  close  connexion  with  the  town ;  see 
above,  fol.  10  a. 

'  There  are  two  places  of  this  name :  Al-Jummaizah  the  Great  (Al-Kubra) 
and  Al-Jummaizah  the  Little  (As-Sughi-d),  both  near  ItfJh.  This  monastery 
is  mentioned  by  Al-Makrtzt  [Khitat,  ii.  p.  0 .  r),  who  says  it  was  also  called 
Al-JOd,  and  was  dedicated  to  St.  Anthony.  Periiaps  it  is  identical  with  the 
monastery  of  St.  Anthony  near  the  Nile,  a  little  to  the  south  of  Itfih  and  there- 
fore not  far  from  Al-Jummaizah;  from  this  monaster}'  provisions  were  sent  to 
the  great  monastery  of  St.  Anthony  near  the  Red  Sea. 

^  A  town  about  twenty  miles  below  Al-Kais,  on  the  west  bank,  and  not  far 
from  Al-BahnasS  ;  see  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.'n.^.  irr;  Al-Idr!s!  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  113], 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  in  existence  now.  As  the  place  is  at  some  distance  from 
Al-Juramaizah,  and  on  the  oj^josite  bank  of  the  river,  perhaps  our  author  or  his 
abbrevialor  has  here  confused  two  monasteries. 
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clothed  as  he  was  in  the  monastic  habit,  girded  with  the  zAntyah  and 
the  asktm^.  When  he  was  questioned  as  to  his  religion  and  his  creed, 
he  professed  himself  a  believer  in  the  Unity  of  God^.  His  doctrines 
prevailed  during  a  period  which  ended  in  the  year  839  of  the  Righteous 
Martyrs  (a.d.  1133);  then  he  died,  and  his  memory  was  cut  off  for  ever. 

Churches  at  Al-BarnU  and  Saul. 
§  In  the  district  of  Al-BarniP  there  is  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the 
Pure  Virgin  Mary.     Beside  it  there  is  another  named  after  the  saint 
Aba  '1-Arah*.  

'  I  have  alreidj  expk  ned  that  l>  the  askim  is  mcint  proper!)  the  "xriy." 
a.fif\\Kov  or  angeliL  hiLit  but  it  sometimes  denotes  mtreh  the  leathern  gir  lie 
as  AI  Maknzi  say^ 

jjLa^ll  w  ^y  I -La  ik->  Jl=-  (_>*_/-"_}'')  [»^^1 

The  askim  which  is  a  leathern  belt  with  a  cross  upon  it    and  with  which  the 
monks  giid  ihembelves       (Khitit  u  p  0  a  ) 

The  wearer  of  th  s  girdle  has  nowada)s  for  the  time  being  to  double  ins 
offices  and  make  600  dailj  prostrat  ons  The  oider  made  bj  St  Pachoroius  for 
the  monkish  habit  enjoined  the  uae  of  a  skevekss  cassock— x""""  oxfipiSaTos 
a  hood — aKcnaafia  or  KovKov\tQv  a  girdle — foil")  the  tKn;j  ik  of  the  text  an  i  tlit. 
B  oj3oX*it  winch  IS  defined  as  rots  tSficus  na  i  m  fl/ax'""  t  a^x""  'I"*'  seems  to 
hne  been  a  sort  of  sc-irf  worn  across  the  shoulders,  (S  zomen  111  c  14)  But 
the  P^re  Sicird  seems  to  identifj  ll  e  angelic  habit  with  this  i™j9oA(vi  lie  '!a>s 
tl  at  the  habit  is  a  sort  of  pallium  ou  scapulaire  of  leither  calLd  tin  ishm 
that  It  falls  from  the  slioulderi  o^er  the  tack  and  chebt  anl  his  four  ends  worked 
with  crosses  and  that  these  ends  are  disposed  crcssw  se  o\er  the  bodj  n  various 
fashions      {Aoui    Mem  des  Mnn  m  Jans  It  Zt  ant  v  p  150)     (A  J   B  ) 

"  Or    a  Unitarian       (A  J  B  ) 

'  \akGt  sets  this  place  on  the  eablern  bink  of  the  Nil  but  si)S  no  moie 
about  It  It  does  not  seem  to  be  in  existence  now  but  was  [.rtsunnblj  between 
I^filj  and  Saul      See  "iakflt  Gt  gr  Wott  ad  voc 

*  I  can  onlj  conj  cture  that  this  saint  is  the  martyred  priest  of  *^halnGf  Aba 
An  (1^1  bl)  Lommen  orated  m  the  Synaxtrmm  on  Mis  1  9=Aug  2  See 
Hjvernat  A  les  is  VM  ie  I  fi,ipie  p  zo2  ft  Cf  Amch  cau  iit  s  h  MM 
coftis,  p.  151, 
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In  the  district  of  SauP  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  Lady,  the 
Pure  Vii^iii  Mary. 

There  is  also  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  and  valiant  martyr 
Theodore,  the  Eastern^ 

There  is  also  a  church  to  the  glorious  Saint  John^. 

Churches  at  Itfth. 

Moreover  in  the  district  of  Itfih,  in  the  city  and  outside  it,  there 
were  more  than  twenty  churches  ;  but  only  ten  of  them  remain  to  the 
present  time.  One  of  these  is  a  church  in  the  district  of  Baiiljah*, 
named  after  the  Disciples,  and  enclosed  within  a  fortified  wall ;  it  has 
a  garden,  and  a  water-wheel  attached  to  a  well  of  fresh  running  water. 
[In  this  district  is]  the  church  of  Saint  Mercurius ;  and  a  church  of 
the  Lady,  which  belongs  to  the  monks ;  and  a  church  named  after 
the  valiant  martyr  Theodore ;  and  a  church  named  after  Saint  Cosmas ; 
and  a  church  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  ;  and  a  church 
named  after  the   saint  Aba  jfll";    and  a  church  of  the  martyr  Saint 


^  On  ihe  east  bank,  to  the  south  of  Iti^h ;  the  place  is  now  included  in  the 
district  of  Itfili  (Atflh),  in  the  province  of  Al-Jiztyah,  and  in  1885  had  a  population 
of  3,184.  See  Al-Idrisi  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  48];  Yilillt,  Geogr.  WSri.  iii.  p.  fro ; 
liec.  de  I'Egypte,  ii.  p.  296. 

'  This  saint,  whose  festival  is  kept  on  Tflbah  i2=Jan.  4,  is  very  popular 
among  the  Copts.  Am^lineau,  Ades  des  MM.  p.  179  ff. ;  Synaxarium,  ad  diem. 
Pie  fought  in  ihe  Roman  army  against  the  Persians  together  with  St.  Theodore  of 
Shutb,  with  whom  he  is  probably  confused,  and  was  martyred  under  Licinius. 

'  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  which  St.  John  this  church  was  dedicated,  since 
there  are  several  saints  of  that  name.  One  of  them  is  '  St.  John  of  the  Golden 
Gospel'  (i_-4i]l  J^l*!  i_~».U),  commemorated  on  Abib  i6=July  10,  who  had 
the  gospels  written  out  for  him  in  golden  letters.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  There  is  some  difficulty  about  this  town,  which  Al-Makrizi  places  close  to 
Daljah,  i.  e.  on  the  west  bank,  to  the  west  of  Mallawi  and  UshmGnain  (Khi{aU  ii. 
p.  c.e),  whereas  our  author  seems  to  set  it  on  the  east  bank,  near  Itfih. 

"  Aba  JGl  is  without  doubt  a  corrupt  form  of  Aba  BajQI,  the  Coptic  ^n^ 
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Pol.  56  b  Mennas,  called  the  '  Church  of  the  Column,'  over  which  is  a  sheet 
of  metal,  and  to  which  many  votive  offerings  are  brought.  The 
Melkites  have  a  sanctuary  in  this  last-named  church,  in  which  they 
celebrate  the  liturgy.  There  is  also  another  church  named  after  the 
martyr  Saint  Mennas,  near  the  ancient  temple'. 

§  There  is  another  monastery  in  the  desert,  called  the  monastery  of 
the  Mu!e^,  containing  many  monks. 

Monastery  of  Saint  Paul  near  the  Red  Sea. 

§  Within  the  desert  is  the  monastery  of  Saint  PauP.  It  stands 
on  the  bank  of  the  Salt  Sea*,  and  between  it  and  the  monastery  of 
Al-Jummaizah  there  is  a  journey  of  two  days  through  the  desert. 
Monks  in  priest's  orders  and  deacons  come  from  the  monastery  of  the 
great   Saint  Anthony  to  the  monastery  [of  Saint  Paul]   to  celebrate 


nxtJuX  or  nfftuX,  the  name  of  a  celebrated  hermit,  the  first  teacher  or 
religious  superior  of  St.  Sinulhius.  See  Zoega,  Cat.  p.  375;  Am^lineau,  Mem. 
pour  servir  h  Thisl.  de  Ptglise  chr/l.  au  4  et  5  siecks,  p.  5. 

'  The  notice  of  an  ancient  temple,  such  as  is  denoted  by  the  term  iirda, 
existing  in  the  twelfth  century  near  Itftli,  as  Abfl  Silih  apparently  implies,  is 
interesting,  and  may  be  of  use  to  explorers.  It  is  said  that  there  are  no  ancient 
remains  there  now.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  According  to  A]-Makrizi  {Khi^at,  ii.  p.  0.1)  this  was  another  name  for  the 
monastery  of  Al-Kusair,  in  connexion  with  which  our  author  has  already  told 
the  story  of  the  mule  ;  see  fol.  50  a. 

'  This  is  the  famous  monastery  of  St.  Paul  [^Dair  Stilus),  of  which  I  have 
spoken  above,  near  the  Red  Sea  and  almost  a  day's  journey  beyond  St.  Anthony. 
St.  Jerome,  in  the  Life  of  Hilarion,  quotes  St.  Anthony's  disciples,  Amathas 
and  Macarius,  as  stating  that  Paul  the  Theban  was  the  real  author  of  monasticism 
— '  principem  ejus  rei  fuisse  non  nominis ' — if  the  reading  is  right ;  and  St.  Jerome 
professes  his  own  agreement  with  that  opinion  ;  although  St,  Anthony  is  generally 
called,  as  by  Abfi  Salih,  the  '  father  of  monks.'    {A.  J.  B.) 

*  The  sea  is  called  Jill  .i-r'  in  distinction  horn  js^^  without  an  epithet, 
which  might  mean  simply  a  river  or  canal,  and  in  Egjpt  generally  means  '  the 


y  Google 


AL-FAIiA3IA.  ifiy 

the  liturgy  in  it  by  turns.  It  stands  in  the  Wadi  'l-'Arabah',  near 
the  pool  of  Miriam  ;  and  it  is  near  Mount  Sinai,  but  divided  from  it 
by  the  passage  over  the  Salt  Sea. 

Al-'Arish. 

§  The  region  of  Al-'Arish,  In  this  region  there  are  two  large 
churches,  which  have  stood  here  from  ancient  times,  and  are  now  in 
ruins,  but  their  wails  remain  up  to  our  own  time ;  and  the  wall  of  the 
city^,  which  ran  along  the  side  of  the  Salt  Sea,  is  still  existing. 

It  is  said  that  of  all  the  marble  and  columns  which  are  to  be  found 
at  Misr,  the  greater  part  and  the  largest  specimens  came  from  Al-'Arish. 

Al-Faramd. 

§  The  city  of  Al-Farama.  This  city  was  built  by  Pharaoh^  on 
the   river   Nile,  in   the  twenty-eighth   year    after  the  birth  of  Moses 


'  The  Wadt  'l-'Arabah  is  a  valley  running  from  west  to  east  between  tlie  Nile 
and  the  Red  Sea.  The  '  pool  of  Miriam '  is  a  name  given  by  our  author  to 
a  spring  ■which  bursts  out  of  the  rock  behind  the  monastery  of  St.  Anthony  and 
supplies  it  with  water,  and  in  which  Miriam,  the  sister  of  Moses,  is  said  to  have 
bathed  at  the  time  of  the  Exodus  (Makrizi,  Khita(,  ii.  p.  e.r  ;  cf.  Murray's  Guide, 
p.  324). 

'  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  remains  of  the  ancient  Rhinocolura  existed  in 
the  time  of  Abfl  Saiih,  The  columns  at  Misr  would  be  mostly  those  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  Christian  churches  and  of  the  mosques.  These  columns  were 
taken  from  classical  buildings,  and  were  not  cut  or  designed  during  the  middle 
Eiges.  The  use  of  columns  for  building  is  illustrated  by  the  well-known  story 
of  Ibn  "Tfilfln  and  the  Christian  architect  who  built  his  mosque ;  see  Al-Makrizi, 
Khitai,  ii,  p.  no  ff.,  and  S,  Lane-Poole's  Art  of  the  Saracens  in  Egypt,  p.  54. 
(A.  j.B.) 

'  Champollion  justly  points  out  that  the  towns  denoted  by  the  modern  Arabic 
names  are  not  as  a  rule  on  the  actual  site  of  the  ancient  towns  which  they  repre- 
sent, and  argues  that  Al-Farami  was  rebuilt  by  the  Arabs  nearer  to  the  sea  than  the 
ancient  Pelusium,  which  is  said  by  Strabo  to  have  been  2,040  yards  from  the  sea. 


y  Google 


i6S  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

the  prophet;  and  its  name  was  taken  from  Faramflnus^,  It  was 
exceedingly  wonderful,  and  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  foundations  of 
which  there  is  a  record.  It  is  said  that  there  was  a  way  from  this 
ToL  57  a  '-'^J^  *°  '■^^  island  of  Cyprus  on  dry  land,  but  the  sea  covered  it.  The 
sea  also  covered  the  quarry  of  black  and  white  marble  of  Gaza,  and 
the  quarry  of  white  marble  which  was  in  Libya  ^  There  were  at  Al- 
Farama  many  churches  and  monasteries,  which  were  wrecked  by  the 
Persians'  and  the  Arabs ;  but  it  is  said  that  the  wall  of  the  city  remains 
to  the  present  day. 

§  The  book  of  Fad&Hl  MUr^  relates  that  there  was  in  the  city  of 
Tinnis  a  governor  called  Ibn  a!-Mudabbar,  who  sent  men  to  Al-Farama 
to  pull  down  the  stonework  of  the  gateways  on  the  eastern  side  of  that 
city.  But  when  those  who  were  sent  to  extract  the  stones  arrived,  the 
people  of  Al-Farama  went  out  armed  to  meet  them,  and  forbad  them  to 
extract  the  stones,  saying :  '  These  gates  are  ancient  and  have  never 
been  injured  by  any  king  or  any  other  man ;  how  then  can  we  allow 
you  to  extract  the  stones  from  them,  and  take  them  away  to  another 
country?     It  was  through  these   gates  also  that  Jacob,  the  father  of 


and  is  put  by  Champollion  at  3,000  yards.  Abfi  SSlilj  states  above  that  the  Arab 
town  was  on  the  sea  (fol.  19b);  Ai-Maki  Izi  is  evidently  wrong  in  jilacing  it  at  the 
distance  of  a  day's  journey.  Al-Faramd  was  occupied  by  'Amr  on  his  way  to  the 
conquest  of  Egypt.  Subsequently  it  was  refortified  by  the  caliph  Al-Mutawakki! 
about  A.  D.  853 ;  and  about  11 17,  as  AbQ  Salih  records,  it  was  taken  by  Baldwin, 
king  of  Jerusalem,  who,  being  unable  to  hold  it,  laid  it  in  ruins  and  retired.  See 
Hamaker,  Incerti  auclori's  Expugnaiio  Memphidh,  pp.  16,  17;  Champollion, 
VEgypte  sous  ks  Pharaons,  ii.  pp.  82-87  ;  Quatremfere,  Mem.  i.  p.  259.  (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  is  evidently  a  transcription  of  tlie  Coptic  Pheremoun  or  Baramoun. 
Both  the  Coptic  name  and  the  Greek  XliiKoiimuv,  as  well  as  the  modern  Arabic 
designation  At-Tih,  have  the  connotation  of '  mud'     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  account  of  Al-FaramS  is  borrowed  from  Ai-Kindi;  see  A!-Makrizi, 
Khitat,  i.  p.  n  1 . 

'  During  the  invasion  of  Chosroes;  see  Patriarchal  History,  Brit.  Mus,  MS. 
Or.  12,000,  p.  loi. 

*  By  Al-Kindt.     Cf.  Al-Makrizl  {Khiia^,  i.  p.  r  1  r),  who  quotes  Ibn  Kudaid. 
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the  tribes,  the  son  of  Isaac,  the  son  of  Abraham  the  Friend  [of  God] 
— upon  them  be  peace ! — made  his  entry^ ;  and  if  perchance  one  of  the 
kings  who  believe  in  God  shall  undertake  to  restore  the  gates,  then 
their  stones  shall  be  found  safe  and  in  their  places.'  So  the  men  went 
away  and  did  not  displace  a  single  stone. 

Ishmael. 

5  It  was  tjtis  ^,  the  son  of  KhartabS,  who  gave  to  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Abraham  the  Friend  [of  God],  her  handmaid  Hagar,  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  the  life  of  Abraham  ;  or,  according  to  another 
copy,  in  the  eighty-fifth ;  and  the  latter  is  the  true  date.  By  Hagar, 
Abraham  became  the  father  of  Ishmael,  who  was  called  his  son  by  Fol.  57  b 
Hagar;  and  the  Arabs  call  Ishmael  their  ancestor,  because  he  took 
a  wife  from  among  them  ;  and  they  are  called  Ishmaelites,  because 
Ishmael  was  their  father,  and  because  Ishmael  grew  up  among  the 
Arabs  and  spoke  the  Arabic  language.  Ishmael  lived  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  years ^     He  had,  by  his  Arab  wives,  twelve  sons'*,  who 


'  The  allusion  is,  ahhough  somewhat  incorrectly  made,  to  the  Koran,  Sirrah 
YHsuf,  ver.  67,  where  Jacob  says  to  his  sons  when  tliey  are  about  to  journey 
to  Egypt : 

'  My  sons,  do  not  enter  by  a  single  gate,  but  enter  by  different  gates,'  Cf, 
AI-Makrlz5,  Khit&t,  i.  p.  nr.  Cf.  the  Midrash  Rabbah  on  Gen.,  Par.  91  (quoted 
by  Geiger,  Was  hat  Mohammed aus  deni Judenthtime  aiifgenommen i>  p.  148): 

nnK  nnea  oa^a  idjbti  W  apu'  arh  ion 

'  Jacob  said  to  them  :  Do  not  all  of  you  assemble  at  one  gate.' 

'  We  have  here  another  of  our  author's  digressions.     Utts  is  the  ancient  king 

of  Egypt  who  is  named  Aftfltfs  on  fol.  22  b;  see  note  there. 
'  The  Hebrew  text  and  the  LXX  have  137  years. 
*  See  Gen.  xxv,  13-15.     The  Arab  writers  naturally  give  some^vhat  corrupt 

forms  of  their  names ;  see  e.  g.  Ibn  Ishak  quoted  by  Ibn  Hisham,  Slrah  Muhammad, 

p.  i». 

Z  [H.7,] 
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were  great  giants  among  the  Arabs ;  and  they  were  the  [licads  oT] 
tribes.  And  Nabish'  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Ishmael.  Now  he,  I  mean 
Utis,  dwelt  at  Al-Faram4.  His  name  is  also  said  to  have  been  StidCik. 
He  built  many  cities,  and  called  them  by  the  names  of  his  sons  :  such 
as  Tinnis  and  Damietta  and  NQbali^  and  Dakahlah*;  and  he  rebuilt 
Samannfld.  It  is  said  that  Pharaoh  built  Al-Faramd,  which  was  a  lake 
of  water;  and  a  thousand  boats  were  sunk  in  it,  and  the  sea  over- 
whelmed a  thousand  men,  and  therefore  it  was  called  Alfa  rama*'. 

Cleopatra,  queen  of  Alexandria,  built  the  wall  of  Al-HujAs^ ,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  country,  from  Nubia  to  Al-FaramS,  and  on  the 
western  side  from  Nubia  to  Alexandria,  to  fortify  herself  against 
Augustus  Caesar,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  who  captured  Jerusalem, 
and  carried  the  Jews  away  thence  to  Rome. 

Invasion  of  Egypt  by  Baldwin  I. 
SirbSduwil'',  king  of  the  Franks  in  Syria,  came  to  Al-Farama   in 


'  This  is  the  form  given  by  Ibn  Ishilk  ;  the  Hebrew  is  Ndphisb  (t^'SJ) ;  see 
Gen.  XXV.  15. 

^  NiJbah  or  '  the  Nubians'  is  the  name  of  a  tribe,  not  of  a  town. 

'  The  Coptic  XKeg^Xl.  It  is  Ihe  town  which  gives  its  name  to  the  province 
of  Ad-Dakahli>ah  in  the  Delta,  It  stands  between  Damietta  and  Damtrali,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Damietta  branch,  in  the  district  of  Faraskflr,  and  in  1S85  had 
1,197  inhabitants,  having  much  sunk  from  its  former  importance.  See  Yiktlt, 
Geogr.  Wvrt.  ii.  p.  oai  ;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  509  f. 

*  'It  cast  a  thousand;'  the  etymology  reminds  us  of  Virgil's  derivation  of 
Latium,  '  his  quoniam  latuisset  in  oris.'     (A,  J.  B.) 

°  The  HA' it  al-IJujitz  or  'barrier- wall,'  generally  called  Halt  al-'AJ{is  or 
Jisr  al-'Aj'tiz,  'wall'  or  'dyke  of  the  old  woman,'  has  already  been  mentioned 
on  fol.  19  b.  It  was  generally  said  to  have  been  built  in  remote  antiquity  by 
a  queen  called  Dalflkah ;  and  our  author's  statement  that  Cleopatra  built  it  to 
fortify  herself  against  Augustus,  is  probably  borrowed  from  Eutycbius;  see 
Annates,  i,  p.  301. 

'  I.e.  Sieur  Baudouii!  or  Eakhvin  I,  king  of  Jerusalem  from  a.  i>.  1 100  to  1118. 
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the  caliphate  of  Al-Ainir  and  the  vizieratc  of  Shahanshah  al-Afdal,  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  the  patriarchate  of  AnM  Macarius',  the  sixty-  3 
ninth  in  the  succession.  This  king  of  the  Franks  came  with  his  troops 
and  his  army,  and  plundered  the  city,  and  burnt  it.  He  made  up  his 
mind  to  march  as  far  as  Misr,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  that  city; 
but  he  fell  sick  at  Al-Farama  on  the  third  day  after  his  arrival,  and, 
as  his  sickness  increased,  he  commanded  his  followers  to  carry  him 
back  to  Syria.  They  did  as  he  commanded  them,  and  when  he  came 
near  to  Al-'Arish  he  died;  and  so  they  embalmed  him,  and  carried  him 
back  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  was  buried. 

Al-Knhum. 

§  Al-Kulzum^  was  the  fortress  of  the  king,  on  the  frontier  bordering 
upon  the  Hedjaz,  and  he  named  it  after  the  cord  of  the  weaver's 
stand,  which  holds  the  garment,  and  which  is  called  kulstim^.  Here  is 
the  church  of  Athanaaius*.  There  is  a  monastery  in  the  district  of 
Ranah,  founded  by  the  emperor  Justinian.  At  Al-Kulzum  was  the  end 
of  the  canal  from  Cairo.  Here,  between  the  two  seas,  namely  the  Syrian 
Sea  and  the  Sea  of  the  Hedjaz,  is  the  barrier  or  isthmus,  which  is  the 
narrowest  piece  of  dry  land  on  the  .surface  of  the  earth  ;  and  it  is  the  land 
lying  between  Al-Farama  an'd  Al-Kulziim,  a  distance  of  one  day  and  one 
night's  journey.     A  certain  prince"  undertook  to  dig  a  canal  between 


'  Occupied  the  see  from  November  a.  d.  1 103  to  1 1 29  ;  see  Renandot,  Hisl. 
Pair.  pp.  483-^100.  His  filteenlh  year  therefore  corresponds  with  a.  d.  1118,  the 
year  of  Baldwin'^  invaiion  of  Egypt  and  of  bis  death. 

^  See  above,  fol.  1 9  b. 

^  I.e.,  as  Professor  Margoliouth  suggests,  ihe  Greek  nXio-fio. 

'  AnbS  Siyfis  is  incorrectly  written  for  AtanSsiyfls  or  Athanasius.  His  death 
is  commemorated  on  RlisrI  29  (Aug.  22).  See  Synaxarium  at  that  day.  Eutychius 
names  the  church  of  St.  Allianasius  al  Al-Kulzum,  and  states  that  it  was  built  hy 
order  of  the  emperor  Justinian ;  see  Annaks,  ii.  p.  163. 

*  It  might  be  thought  that  this  refers  to  the  canal  of  Pharaoh  Necho,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  warned  by  an  oracle  that  his  enterprise  would  only  help  the 
Z  2 
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these  two  places,  in  order  that  the  two  seas  might  be  connected,  the 
one  with  the  other  ;  but  he  feared  that  the  Romans  might  attack 
the  shores  of  the  Hedjaz  with  their  ships. 

§  AI-Fararritt  is  surrounded  by  a  fortified  wall  of  stone  without  gates, 
which  is  in  a  state  of  ruin. 

§  It  is  said  that  it  was  in  the  sea  of  AI-KuIziim,  which  is  the 
Red  Sea,  opposite  to  the  monastery  of  Anthony,  that  God  drowned 
Pharaoh  and  his  host,  and  led  the  prophet  Moses  and  the  children  of 
Pol.  58  b  Israel  over  on  dry  land  by  twelve  paths  ;  and  some  of  them  remain 
to  this  day,  and  witnesses  to  them  are  not  wanting'  ;  and  this  sea  is 
the  Bahr  SfifK 

§  The  history  of  Said  ibn  Batrik,  the  Melkite,  relates''  that  the 
dearth  was  raging  at  Medina,  near  Mecca,  and  the  people  of  Medina,  of 
the  Hanifite  religion,  were  in  great  distress ;  so  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattab, 
in  the  eighth  year  of  his  caliphate,  wrote  from  the  Hedjaz  to  'Amr  ibn 
al-'A.sl  ibn  'Adi,  emir  of  Egypt,  to  inform  him  of  this.  Then  'Amr 
ibn  al-'Asi  sent  to  'Umar  a  caravan  of  camels  loaded  with  corn,  for 
which  the  point  of  arrival  was  Medina,  and  the  point  of  departure  Misr. 
Then  'Umar  wrote  to  'Amr  commanding  him  to  dig  a  canal  to  AU 
Kulzum,  that  thus  the  transport  of  the  corn  might  be  facilitated.  So 
'Amr  dug  the  canal,  which  passes  through  Al-Kantarah,  and  is  called 
the  canal  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful ;  and  thus  boats  brought  wheat 
and  barley  from  Al-Fustat  along  the  canal  to  Al-I<;ulzum,  whence  they 


barbarians,  i.  e.  Phoenicians.  But  all  ambiguity  is  removed  by  a  passage  in  Al- 
Mas'Gdl  (quoted  by  Quatremere,  Mem.  i.  p.  175),  who  states  that  the  caliph  Harfln 
ar-Rashid  contemplated  making  a  canal  across  the  isthmus,  but  was  deferred  by 
the  representation  that  the  Greeks  would  take  advantage  of  it  to  gain  command  of 
the  Gulf  of  Suez  and  attack  the  pilgrim  ships  on  their  way  towards  the  holy  places 
of  Arabia.     (A.  J.  E.) 

'  It  would  seem  that  these  two  clauses  refer  to  the  army  of  Pharaoh,  some 
relics  of  which  are  said  to  have  remained, 

*  I.e.  the  Hebrew  tilD-n'. 

'  See  Eutychins,  Annaks,  ii.  p.  321.  This  canal  of  Cairo,  or  Khalij  Amir 
al-Mumiuin,  has  already  been  spoken  of  on  fol.  24. 
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were  carried  over  the  Salt  Sea  to  Medina,  which  is  the  city  of  Afram, 
belonging  to  the  diocese  of  Al-Kulzum,  and  the  children  of  Israel  built 
it  for  Pharaoh  at  that  time. 

It  is  said  that  the  canal'  of  Cairo  starts  from  the  dam  near  [the 
island  of]  Raudah  at  Misr,  and  finishes  at  As-Sadir,  in  the  province 
of  Ash-Sharklyah,  where  there  is  a  bridge,  and  where  the  wheat  is 
transferred  from  the  bank  to  the  dealer  who  travels  to  Mecca  and 
the  Hedjaz. 


Churches  in  the  Province  of  Al-Jhah. 

\  The  western   bank  [of  the  Nik].     The  province  of  Al-Jiziyah^,  '■ 
The  fortress  of  Al-Jizah  was  built  by  'Amr  ibn  al-'Ast,  in   the  year 
33  of  the  Hegira  (a.  D.  43),  and  was  completed  for  the  Hamdaii^.    This 
last  is  [the  name  of]  an  Arab  tribe  who  settled  there  at  the  time  of  the 
conquest  of  Alexandria. 


'  The  present  canal  or  khaUj  was  doubtless  the  old  Amni's  Trajanus,  and 
it  starts  from  the  Nile,  as  described,  at  the  Fum  al-Khalij,  near  the  island  of 
Raudah.  YdkOt- (GeiJ^r.  Wort,  iii,  p.  os)  speaks  of  As-Sadtr  as  a  marshy  district 
on  the  eastern  boundary  of  Egypt,  being  the  first  place  arrived  at  by  one  coming 
to  that  country  from  Syria;  and  he  adds  that  he  had  visited  the  place  himself  AbQ 
Salih  means,  I  suppose,  that  the  canal  at  the  time  of  his  writing,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  was  still  available  for  merchandise  as  far  as  As-Sadir,  from  which  point 
transport  to  the  east  had  to  be  made  by  camel.  The  greater  part  of  the  canal 
was  disused  as  early  as  the  eighth  century,  when  the  caliph  Al-MansGr  is  said 
to  have  filled  it  up.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Al-Jtzah,  now  pronounced  Ghtzah,  is  the  name  of  the  town  or  village  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Nile,  opposite  Cairo,  and  it  gives  its  name  to  the  province. 
The  Coptic  name  of  Al-Jizah  was  "f  nepCHC  or  nepciOI.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  caliph  'Umar  warned  the  Muslims  not  to  allow  any  great  river  to 
intervene  between  them  and  their  home  in  Arabia,  so  that  if  they  had  to  flee  back 
to  their  native  country  there  might  be  no  obstacle  in  their  way ;  but  in  spite  of  this 
the  tribe  of  Hamdan  insisted  on  settling  at  Ahjtzah  on  the  further  side  of  the  Nile, 
and  'Anir  built  a  fort  for  them  there.    See  As-Suyflti,  Husn  al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  m  . 
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In  the  western  part  of  Al-Jiziyah  are  the  tombs  of  the  kings'  or 
Pharaohs,  in  which  are  their  treasures,  all  traces  of  which  have  been 
effaced. 

In  this  district  [of  Al-Jizah]  is  the  church  of  the  martyr  Victor,  son 
of  Romanus^,  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  it  was  built  at  the  expense  of 
Aba  '1-Khair  as-SairaR,  a  native  of  Al-jizah,  A  light  was  seen  to 
proceed  from  the  picture  of  the  Lady  in  the  apse  of  this  church  on 
several  occasions;  and  this  thing  became  celebrated,  and  was  talked 
of  by  many  of  the  faithful  who  had  witnessed  it,  and  by  other  persons  of 
authority.  The  foundations  of  this  church  were  inundated  by  the  river, 
so  that  it  almost  fell  into  ruin  ;  but  it  was  restored,  and  its  foundations 
were  strengthened,  and  an  enclosure  in  the  river  was  built  for  it, 
to  give  it  strength,  by  the  Shaikh  Tzz  al-Kufat  Abii  '1-Fakhr  ibn 
Sulaiman,  the  scribe,  who  spent  much  money  upon  it.  This  [shaikh] 
was  celebrated  in  his  time  for  his  benevolence  and  his  ahnsgiving. 
The  Ghuzz  and  Kurds  destroyed  part  of  the  aforesaid  church  ;  but 
God  on  this  account  performed  a  great  wonder,  so  that  they  never 
attacked  it  again ;  and  this  was  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  not  one 
of  those  who  had  attacked  the  church  was  living. 

'  Adjacent  to  this  church  there  is  a  garden.  After  a  time  the  river 
gained  upon  the  building;  and  the  architects  were  unable  to  invent 
any  remedy,  so  that  the  river  carried  away  the  eastern  side  of  the 
building.  Then  Fakhr  ad-Din,  the  will  of  Misr,  known  as  GhulSm 
al-Bdniy^sl,  carried  off  eighteen  pillars,  marked  with  the  sign  of  the 

.^ cross'';  and  he  built  with  them  an  inn  and  other  houses  for  himself; 
but  he  was  deprived  of  the  governorship  of  Misr,  and  was  fined  soon 
after  this,  and  all  his  property  was  seized  to  pay  the  fine  ;  and  he  died 
during  his  imprisonment. 


'  The  pyramids  are,  of  course,  intended.     (A.  J.  B.) 

°  The  name  is  corruptly  written  here,  but  all  other  authorities  make  i 
Romanus  ;  see  Synaxarium  (Paris  MS.  Arabe  256),  which  has  u^Ujj  ;  Zoega 
Cat.  p.  239,  &c.;  Am^lineau,  AcUs  des  MM.  p.  i  JJ  ff. 

'  This  allusion  to  consecration  crosses  cut  or  painted  on  the  pillars  i 
interesting.     See  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  188,  &c.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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The  house  of  Fakhr  al-Kufit'  stood  by  the  river  ;  and  he  feared  lest 
the  river  should  destroy  it,  as  it  had  destroyed  the  rest ;  so  he  pulled 
it  down,  and  carried  away  all  the  materials  and  the  timber,  and  the 
timber  of  the  roof  of  the  church  which  has  been  described,  with  its 
materials,  and  rebuilt  with  them  a  church  which  had  fallen  into  ruin, 
and  which  was  named  after  Mark^  the  Evangelist.  This  building  he 
made  wider  and  handsomer  than  the  former  church  ;  and  it  remained 
for  several  years  in  good  order,  until  the  Ghuzz  and  the  mob  of  Muslims 
attacked  it  and  wrecked  it ;  and  after  that  no  one  restored  it  again ;  but 
its  walls  are  still  standing,  in  a  ruined  state,  and  it  is  deprived  of  liturgies 
and  prayers.  This  destruction  took  place  at  the  promotion  of  Anbl 
John,  son  of  Abii  Ghalib,  the  seventy -fourth  patriarch. 

§  There  is  a  church  of  Saint  Peter  at  Al-Jixah,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Nile,  the  foundations  of  which  are  in  the  river.  It  was  in  this  church  Fol.  60  a 
that  the  Christians  assembled,  at  a  time  when  the  Nile  was  slow  in 
rising ;  and  they  offered  prayers  on  this  account  by  night  and  by  day, 
and  fasted  for  the  space  of  a  whole  week ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  week 
God  filled  up  the  measure  of  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  and  they  increased 
beyond  that,  after  the  rising  of  Arcturus,  until  they  reached  a  height 
of  seventeen  cubits  or  more;  and  the  Life  of  AnbA  Michael  states  that 
they  reached  ^  eighteen    cubits  ;    and   men    ceased  to   despair   of  the 


'  'Izz  al-Kufat. 

*  Mentioned  by  Al-Makrfzi,  and  by  the  Copto-Arabic  lists  (Am^lineau,  Ghgr. 
pp.  578  and  580). 

^  I  have  inserted  these  two  clauses  here  instead  of  lower  down,  where  the 
copyist  has  misplaced  them  in  the  text.  The  history  of  this  rise  of  the  Nile  in 
answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  Christians  is  borrowed  by  our  author  from  the  Life  of 
Wichael  the  forty-sixth  patriarch,  by  John  the  Deacon,  included  in  the  patriarchal 
biographies.  This  writer  describes  the  assembly  of  bishops  at  Al-Fustat,  according 
to  the  custom  which  prescribed  that  all  the  bishops  should  meet  the  patriarch  in 
synod,  twice  in  the  year ;  and  having  stated  that  the  Nile  had  not  risen  that  year 
above  fourteen  cubits,  he  adds : 
ji^\y  «yU>Jlj  i^  i^^+*  j_J-'  .,aJl  x^  jyj  cjy  ^jis.  ^Ul  ^fi'u.j 
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rising  of  the   Nile.     Then   Narfln,  the  wali  of  Misr,  said  :  '  How  docs 
God  receive  the  prayers  of  the  Christians  1' 

At  Al-Jizah  there  is  also  a  church  named  after  the  ange!  Michael, 
near   to  which   lies   the  village  of  Al-Khaizar^niyah.     It  was  to  this 


U.  til  »*-  ylS;  .^^1  d>JI  ^jj  ^y.lj   yLVHJl  J\y<  ^\  j^  ^J^  ^ 

y-JJiX\    J^^lj    .^-AJl     ^\^    ^^    Iju^    U:^j    «.    ^iJ^.\    J^Vlj     ^i.     u^j, 

jljj  ^1  ^j  j^^l  ^1  J.  iju-J  JUj  ^iU.-*-  *iil  Jl  Lj.1^  ,^  |.«^j  ^j,,J_Alj 

'When  the  17th  of  Tflt  came,  which  is  the  festival  of  the  Glorious  Cross,  the 
clergy  of  Al-Jtzah  and  of  distant  places  assembled,  with  most  of  the  lay  people  of 
Al-Fust^t,  old  and  young,  and  walked  in  procession  carrying  the  Gospels  and 
censers  with  incense.  Then  we  entered  the  great  cathedral  church  of  St.  Peter, 
the  foundations  of  which  lie  in  the  river ;  but  the  church  could  not  contain  the 
people  on  account  of  their  multitude,  so  that  they  stood  in  the  outlying  places. 
Then  the  patriarch  raised  the  cross^  while  Anbi  Mennas,  bishop  of  Memphis, 
stood  by  him  with  the  holy  Gospel,  and  led  us  all  forth,  bearing  crosses  and 
books  of  the  Gospei,  until  we  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  this  was  before 
sunrise.  And  the  patriarch  prayed,  and  Anb<L  Mennas,  the  bishop,  prayed,  and 
the  laity  did  not  cease  crying  Kyrk  eleison  until  the  third  hour  of  the  day ;  so  that 
all  the  jews  and  Muslims  and  others  heard  our  cries  10  the  most  high  God. 
And  he  heard  us,  praise  be  to  his  glorious  name  ;  for  the  river  rose  and 
increased  in  height  by  one  cubit;  and  every  man  glorified  God  and  gave 
thanks  to  him.  And  when  Narfin  heard  of  this  matter  he  was  filled  with  wonder 
and  fear,  both  he  and  ail  his  troops.'  (Paris  MS.  Anc.  Fonds  Arah  139,  p.  183, 
H-  5-14.) 

Cf.  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  p.  230,  where  he  wrongly  says  that  tlie  church  of 
St.  Peter  was  at  Misr.     Al-Makrizi  also  mentions  the  event. 

The  subsequent  rise  to  the  height  of  eighteen  cubits  is  mentioned  in  the  MS. 
just  quoted  on  p.  180, 1.  7. 
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church  [of  the  angel  Michael]  that  AnbS  Michael,  the  forty-sixth 
patriarch,  came  with  the  bishops  who  were  his  fellow-prisoners,  whea 
they  were  released  from  the  hand  of  MarwSn  al-Ja'di,  the  last  of  the 
Omeyyad  caliphs.  Afterwards  the  river  inundated  this  church,  and  not 
a  trace  of  it  remained. 

§  The  monastery  named  after  the  glorious  martyr  Mercurius.  The 
church  belonging  to  it  was  destroyed  by  the  KhorassamansS  when  they 
were  transported  to  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to  fight  with 
Marwfin,  surnamed  the  Ass  of  War'^. 

§  There  is  a  church  of  Mark',  the  evangelist  and  apostle,  in  the 
fort  built  by  Khush*,  king  of  the  Persians,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
KafT  ash-Shmnd  at  Misr,     The  king  used  to  alight  at  both  of  them  Tol.  eOb 
from  his  boat. 

§  The  church  of  the  angel  Michael,  also  called  the  Red  Monastery', 
is  on  the  bank  of  the  blessed  Nile.  In  this  monastery  there  is  a  church 
named  after  Cosmas  and  Damian,  which  has  a  conspicuous  dome  of 
stone. 


^  The  best  account  of  the  attack  upon  Marwan  made  by  the  Khorassanian 
troops  of  the  Abbaside  caliph  As-SafEdh  is  given  by  the  contemporary  witness, 
John  the  Deacon,  in  the  life  of  Michael  just  quoted. 

^  This  sobriquet  alluded  to  his  vigour  and  tenacity. 

'  This  must  be  the  church  already  mentioned  on  fol.  59  b, 

'  I.  e.  Artaxerxes  Ochus.  The  name  is  shortened  from  ,_,^1,  and  the  points 
over  the  iji  are,  of  course,  incorrect.  Eutychius,  after  mentioning  Artaxerxes 
Mnemon,  says : 

i_,gukl  L-^i  ij:,uL£Jhl9,l  vljj   tJjt;  di*; 
'And   after   him    reigned    bis   son    Artaxerxes,  called  Ochus.'      Further    down 
Eutychius  says : 

X»jJlj.aiij    jyJI   \^^a^ jj£i\ jj^    ijlk-Ja    ijj^l   ulU    u«^l   bij 

'  And  Ochus,  king  of  the  Persians,  built  at  Fust^t  Mi^r  the  fort  which  is  now 
called  Kasr  ash-Shama'.'     [Annaks,  i.  p.  267.) 

"  This  must  still  be  in  the  province  of  Al-Jiziyah,  and  is  not  to  be  confounded 
with  the  Red  Monastery  of  Upper  Egypt. 

a  a  [11.  7.] 
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Al-Khaizaraniyah'.  Here  is  the  church  of  Saint  Pbemen,  [the 
garden  of]  which  contains  fruitful  palm-trees  and  an  arbour  of  trees^ 

Munyat  AndQnah^.  Here  there  is  the  church  of  the  saint 
Abfl    Bimah  * ;     and    a    church    named     after    Abu    Bagham  ^    the 


'  This  village  or  district  was,  as  we  have  been  told  a  few  lines  above, 
contiguous  to  Al-Jizah.  Both  the  locality  and  its  church  of  St.  Poemen  are 
named  in  the  Copto-Arabic  lists  (Am^lineau,  G/ogr.  pp.  578  and  580),  thus 

ini.  nsjuLm  nov^HT:  j-ii^i)  ^jt^.  ui 

'  [Church  of]  Saint  Poemen  at  Pouhtt  or  Al-Khazr3niyah.'  M.  Amelineau,  in 
spite  of  his  study  of  Abfi  Salih,  has  not  discovered  the  mention  of  this  place  and 
church  in  our  author,  and  therefore  is  totally  at  a  loss  as  to  the  position  of 
Al-Khazraniyah,  or  Al-KhaizarSniyah  {op.  cit.  p.  363).  The  name  of  St.  Poemen, 
M.  Amelineau  assures  us,  is  translated  into  Greek  [sic]  by  '  Pastor  '  I 

'  LjliJl,  put  by  a  clerical  error  for  t_il.oJl,  seems  to  denote  trees,  and  is 
probably  the  Syriac  J^-s-^. 

^  This  village,  on  the  west  bank,  a  litde  to  the  south  of  Al-Jizah,  is  said  to 
have  been  named  after  a  Christian  scribe  of  Ahmad  al-MadS'ini,  whose  riches 
excited  the  cupidity  of  Ahmad  ibn  TulCln,  so  that  he  fined  him  50,000  dinars. 
See  Al-Makrizi,  Khitat,  \.  p.  r .« . 

'  In  Coptic  i.nA.  eniJUte,  which  is  more  correctly  transcribed  in  Arabic 
as  'Abd  Abimah.'  He  was  a  celebrated  martyr,  born  atPankoleus  in  the  nome  of 
Pemje  or  Al-Bahnasa.  Pankoleus  appears  to  be  the  same  as  Jalfah,  which  is 
mentioned  by  our  author  on  fo!.  73  b  and  74  a;  see  Amelineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  96. 
Epim  Ab"      h  1     d  d  proprietor  and  the  chief  of  his  townsmen.     In 

the  p         u     n  of  D      1  h      a      rdered  to  bring  forth  the  presbyters  of  the 

town  and    old  h  1  vessels,  but  answered  that  there  were  no 

perm  p  he  e  and    ha     1     vessels  were  of  glass.     The  saint  was  sent 

to  Ai  nd  a  wh  e  A  n  u  h  governor,  condemned  him,  it  is  said,  to  be 
thro  nn  aunaeahbal  fm  which  he  emerged  unhurt ;  but  finally  he 
was  beh  ad  d  af  n  n  fold  u  .  at  Ahnas.  His  life  was  written  by  Julius 
of  Akf  h  nd  h  fe  al  k  ^  n  Abib  8=Ju]y  2.  See  Sjmaxarium  at  that 
day     Z     ga   C      p  Am^l  n  au  Aetes  des  MM.  p.  134. 

A  Id  n  the  m  of  D  letian,  who,  on  account  of  his  adoption  of 
Chr  n  y  a  ou  ged  and  f  rwards  put  to  death.  His  festival  is  on 
Kih  k    =N       28 
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martyr,  whose  body  lies  within  it,  although  his  monastery  is  at 
Suyflt '. 

§  Wadab  al-KOm.     Here  is  one  church. 

§  Buuumrus^  or  Kasr  Khaljan.  There  is  here  a  church  named 
after  the  holy  martyr  Saint  George,  which  was  restored  by  'Ilm  as-Sarf 
Aba  '1-Mak4rim  al-WizSn  hi  'sh-Shafi'if ;  and  within  it  there  is  a  tablet 
of  wood  fastened  with  thread. 

§  Bulak^  Here  is  the  church  of  Saint  George,  beside  which  grows 
an  ancient  lotus-tree  ;  and  the  church  of  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore. 

At  Mukhnin*  there  is  a  single  church. 


'  Suj'ut  or  Usyflt,  now  more  commonly  called  Asyflt,  is  the  largest  town  in 
Upper  Egypt,  since  it  contained,  in  1885,  31,398  inliabitants.  It  is  the  Coptic 
CitJUOTT  and  the  classical  Lycopolis ;  and  it  is  now,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of 
our  author,  the  capital  of  a  province.     See  Am^lineao,  Ge'ogr.  p.  466, 

^  Called  Abfi  'n-Numrus  by  Al-Hakrlzi  and  others.  It  is  now  in  the  district 
of  Badrashain,  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah,  and  had  in  i88g  a  population  of 
2,593  inhabitants,  besides  299  Bedouins.  It  was  called  in  Coptic  nonjULOItpoc, 
and  the  Arabic  form  wiih  y}  is,  of  course,  the  result  of  a  popular  assimilation  to 
other  names  compounded  with  that  word.     See  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  361  f. 

^  I.e.  Bfilak  ad-Dakriir.  The  suburb  of  Cairo  named  Bulak  was  not  founded 
until  A.  D.  1313  ;  see  Al-Makrizi,  Khi{a{,  ii,  p.  rr. . 

*  This  place,  the  Coptic  JULO^OIton,  lay  in  the  province  of  Al-JJzah, 
a  little  to  the  north  of  Cairo,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rosetta  branch  of  the  Nile, 
and  was  sometimes  called  MukhnSn  Mun4  'i-Amir,  as  being  close  to  the  latter 
place.  M.  Ami^iineau's  article  on  the  name  consists  of  the  following  words : 
'Mokhonon,  JULO^OHOIt,  u^"*-  Ce  nom  se  trouve  dans  la  jiste  des  ^glises 
de  l';figypie,  qui  est  publiee  Ji  la  fin  de  cet  ouvrage.  II  devait  sans  doute  faire 
partie  de  la  banlicue  du  Caire,  comme  la  plupart  des  lieux  cit^s  dans  cette  liste. 
II  n'a  pas  laiss6  de  traces  dans  I'figypte  contemporaine,  et  ^talt  meme  d^j^  perdu 
dans  le  xive  sifecle'  {Ge'ogr. 'p.  585).  It  is  remarkable  that  M,  Am^lineau  here 
disregards  the  testimony  of  our  author  himself,  of  Yakflt,  and  of  the  revenue-list 
published  by  De  Sacy,  although  he  expressly  states  that  he  has  had  recourse  to 
these  very  authorities  for  the  composition  of  his  book.  See  Yakiat,  Geogr.  Worl. 
i.  p.  AA 1  ;  De  Sacy,  Relation  di  l^Egypie  par  Abd-Allaiif,  p.  676. 
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MunS  '1-Amir'.     Here  there  is  a  single  church. 

Tamha.  Here  is  the  church  of  the  martyr  Theodore,  which  was 
restored  by  the  Shaikh  Abfl  '1-Yaman  al-Bazzaz,  who  paid  the  expenses 
of  it. 

§  Waslm^.  Here  is  the  church  of  the  Lady,  restored  by  the  priest 
George,  of  Upper  Egypt,  scribe  of  Al-Ustadh  Saiida!  al-Muzaffari,  It 
is  said  that  there  were  at  Wasim  366  churches,  in  which  the  liturgy 
was  celebrated  every  day,  and  to  which  priests  and  deacons  were 
attached  ;   at  which  also  the  laity  congregated. 

\  Al-Muharrakah*,  contiguous  to  Eunumrus.  Here  there  is  an 
extensive  church,  and  a  large  monastery  containing  many  monks. 

Monastery  of  NahyA. 

§  The  following  is  the  history  of  the  monastery  of  Nahya*,  as 
I   learnt   it   from   Sa'id  the  deacon,  son  of  Najah,  who  was  a  novice 


'  See  above,  fol.  34  b.  Near  Muklindn,  and  now  included  in  the  district  of 
Badrashain,  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  2,935. 
Mund  {^)  is  the  plural  of  Munyah,  and  the  place  in  question  was  sometimes 
called  in  the  singular  Munyat  al-Amtr.  Nevertheless  M.  Amelineau  writes  it  '  Minii 
al-Emir '  (^IH  Lj»),  as  if  it  were  compounded  with  the  Arabic  U~. , '  harbour,"  The 
modern  pronunciation  Mina  {^_ ,  less  correctly  b>)  arises  from  the  present  vocaliza- 
tion of  the  singular  as  Minyah  (ill^.  DeSacy  transcribes  the  name  as  Mona  al-Amir. 
The  place  is  called  in  Coptic  niJULOItH  JUL^^,JULepe .  Sec  YakQt,  Mushlarik, 
p,  M  ;  De  Sacy,  Relalion  de  tEgypk  par  Abd-Allaiif,  p.  676;  Recmsemmt  ds 
rjigypk,  ii.  p.  ziS;  Amdlineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  256 f, 

^  On  the  west  bank  of  the  Nile,  near  Cairo,  a  little  to  the  north-west.  It  is 
now  called  Ausim,  and  gives  its  name  to  a  district  of  the  province  of  Al-Jizah. 
In  188s  it  had  7,170  inhabitants.  In  Coptic  it  is  ^.OTftyHJUL.  See  YSkflt, 
Geogr.  Wort,  iv,  p.  iri ;  Amelineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  51  ff. 

'  This  village,  if  correctly  placed  here,  must  not  be  confounded  with 
Al-Muharrakah  at  Kflsakam,  named  on  fol.  78  a. 

'  A  little  to  the  west  of  Al-Jizah,  in  the  same  province,  and  now,  with 
a  population  of  3,914,  included  in  the  district  of  Wasim  (Ausim).     See  YakQt, 
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[there],  and  a  native  of  the  town  of  Nahy4,  when  I  visited  the  monas- 
teiy  in  the  month  of  Shauwal,  in  the  year  569  {A.D.  1173),  at  the 
feast  of  the  holy  Pentecost,  in  order  to  receive  the  communion  there. 
He  said  that  he  had  found,  in  a  chronicle',  the  statement  that  this 
holy  monastery  was  erected  by  a  merchant,  who  had  come  to  Egypt 
from  the  west,  when  he  arrived  at  Misr^  from  the  frontier  district 
of  Alexandria,  before  the  reign  of  Diocletian,  the  unbeliever,  who  shed 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  and  commanded  the  people  to  serve  idols,  and 
slay  victims  for  them,  and  offer  them  up  to  them,  and  burn  incense 
to  them.  That  merchant  had  come  from  the  west  forty  years  before 
these  things  happened. 

When  AUMu'izz  H-dini  'Mh  came  from  Western  Africa,  and  took 
possession  of  Egypt  ^,  he  encamped  beneath  the  walls  of  this  monastery, 
and  stayed  there  seven  months,  and  laid  out  in  front  of  it  a  garden,  with 
a  well  and  water-wheel,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  the  west  of  the  sycamore- 
tree,  besides  constructing  a  cistern  for  the  convenience  of  travellers.  This 
well  is  now  filled  up,  and  the  cistern  is  disused  bub&equen^ly  [Al- 
Mu'izz]  entered  Misr.  At  the  present  daj  the  garden  is  a  waste,  and 
there  is  nothing  left  in  it  except  the  roots  of  sjcamoies  and  lotus  trees. 


Geogr.  W6rt.vi.-p.t.ev  ;  Rec.  de  fig^pU  \  p  21,8  This  «as  one  rf  the  monas- 
teries of  Egypt  which  were  famous  even  among  the  Mahometans  1  here  was 
an  account  of  it  in  Ash-Sh3bushtfs  Book  of  the  Monasteries  from  which  our 
author  himself  quotes  on  fol.  64  a  and  b  ind  which  is  also  quoted  by  Yakfit, 
Al-Kazwint  and  Al-Makrizt.  Quatremere  gives  a  transUtion  of  our  author's 
account  of  the  monastery  of  Nahya  (Nehia)  in  Mem  1  pp  116-125  but  with 
certain  alterations  and  omissions.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  That  this  monastery  once  possessed  a  good  library  may  be  inferred  from 
Ibn  Mansfir,  quoted  by  QuatremSre,  Rech.  Crit.  el  hisl.  sur  tAgypk,  p.  145. 
(A.  J.  B.) 

*  Memphis  is  often  spoken  of  by  the  Arabs  as  Misr  al-Kadlmah,  or  Ancient 
Misr. 

'  Al-Mu'izz  was  great-grandson  of  the  founder  of  iho  Falimide  dynasty  at 
Tunis.  Egypt  was  conquered  by  his  troops  in  a.d.  969,  and  in  a.d.  9V3  he 
himself  arrived  in  Egypt.    (A.  J.  B.) 
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Al-Hakim  caused  this  monastery  to  be  burnt  to  the  ground.  After- 
wards, however,  it  was  restored  by  an  official,  a  native  of  Wasim  in 
the  province  of  Al-Jiztyah  ;  and  Al-Hakim  granted  an  endowment 
there  to  the  monks,  which  has  remained  up  to  this  day.  The  columns 
of  this  monastery,  at  its  restoration,  were  constructed  of  granite. 

Al-Amir  bi-ahkami  ['J14h]  visited  this  monastery  in  the  vizierate 
of  Muhammad  ibn  Fatik ;  but  he  found  the  doorway,  which  was  closed 
by  an  iron  door,  too  low  for  him',  and  as  he  would  not  consent  to 
enter  with  bowed  head,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  outside,  and  his 
back  to  the  door,  and  crouched  down,  until  he  had  entered.  Then  he 
walked  straight  forward  until  he  had  entered  the  sanctuary.  Then  he  said 
to  one  of  the  monks  :  '  Where  is  the  place  at  which  the  priest  stands?' 
So  [the  monk]  showed  it  to  him.  Then  the  caliph  said  ;  '  Where  is  the 
place  at  which  the  deacon  stands  ? '  So  the  monk  informed  him  where  it 
was.  Then  AI-Amir  took  his  stand  in  the  priest's  place,  and  said  to 
the  monk;  'Stand  opposite  to  me,  in  the  place  of  the  deacon.'  So 
the  monk  did  this.  When  the  caliph  had  walked  round  the  church, 
he  gave  to  the  monks  a  thousand  dirhams,  after  receiving  hospitality 
from  them ;  and  then  he  went  out  of  the  monastery  to  hunt,  and  did 
not  pass  the  night  in  the  monastery  on  that  occasion. 

The  altar  was  approached  by  a  descent  of  some  steps,  followed  by 
an  ascent^  but  the  steps  were  removed  by  the  Shaikh  Abii  '1-Fadl,  son 
of  the  bishop,  who  filled  up  the  [hollow]  place,  and  paved  it.  He  also 
made  a  wall  of  masonry  before  the  sanctuary  upon  three  pillars  of 
marbled 

'  This  is  the  usual  form  of  doorway  to  a  dair  in  remote  places  even  now,  as 
at  the  Natrfln  monasleries.  The  description  in  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  296,  of 
a  doorway  '  scarcely  four  feet  high,  and  closed  with  a  massive  iron-plated  door,' 
exactly  agrees  with  that  in  the  text.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  hollow  place  before  the  altar  with  steps  on  each  side  was  doubtless 
meant  to  give  access  to  a  confessionary  in  which  relics  were  deposited  under  the 
altar.    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Quatremfere  translates  thus  {Mem.  i.  p.  ri8) :  'II  pla^a  devant  le  sanctuaire 
I  par  trois  colonncs  de  marbre,'  ignoring  the  word  L^..     The 
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After  this,  Al-Imam  al-Amir  began  to  pay  visits  to  the  monastery, 
with  his  retinue  and  troops,  to  hunt.  He  erected  here  a  lofty  mansarah, 
surmounted  by  a  high  cupola  on  the  northern  side  [of  the  monastery]  ; 
its  door  was  outside  the  monastery,  but  it  possessed  a  staircase,  con- 
structed of  stone,  which  was  ascended  from  [within]  the  monastery. 
The  door  is  now  walled  up. 

The  worms^  did  so  much  damage  to  this  inan^arah,hQ:%\A.'t%  other  Pol.  62  a 
parts,  that  it  fell,  and  not  a  trace  of  it  was  left. 

The  caliph  Al-Amir  spent  a  night  in  the  monastery  on  two  separate 
occasions,  and  went  out  each  day  to  hunt.  He  was  entertained  by 
the  monks;  and  accordingly  every  time  that  he  visited  the  monastery, 
he  gave  them  a  thousand  dirhams,  so  that  they  received  in  this  way 
twenty-five  thousand  dirhams,  in  good  coin.  The  old  wall  [of  their 
dwelling]  had  fallen  to  decay;  and  so  the  new  enclosure  which  13 
now  standing  was  built  with  that  money.  The  number  of  the  camels 
which  carried  the  stone  and  the  bricks  to  the  monastery  every  day 
amounted  to  forty.  Near  the  monastery,  within  the  enclosure,  and  in 
its  south-eastern  corner,  there  is  a  well  of  running  water,  covered  with 
a  roof. 

Then  the  monks,  when  they  saw  the  great  liberality  of  Al-Imam 
al-Amir,  and  began  to  allow  themselves  freedom  with  him,  asked  him 
to  grant  the  monastery  a  piece  of  land  which  they  might  cultivate  year 
by  year ;  and  he  granted  their  request,  and  by  a  permanent  deed  of  gift 
in  his  own  handwriting  gave  to  the  monastery  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Tuhurmus^  in  the  province  of  Al-Jiztyah,  and  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, of  about  ^^\ity  fedd&ns  in  extent,  [to'judge]  without  measure- 
ment ;  and  this  remained  in  their  possession  until  the  Ghuzz  and 
Kurds  conquered  [the  country]  in  the  year  564  (a.D.  1169),  and  took 
this   land  away  from  the   monastery,  so  that  nothing  was   left  to  the 

words  are  difficult  to  understand.  They  seem  to  refer  to  an  altar  screen,  although 
it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  any  symmetrical  arrangement  with  three  pillars,  the 
central  one  of  which  would  necessarily  come  where  the  door  should  be,  nor  to 
picture  a  wall  '  supported '  in  the  manner  described.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Termes  Arda.  '  Mentioned  by  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wiirl.  iii.  p.  ei^e , 
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monks  except  the   fishing-pool,  on   the  produce  of  which  they  make 
a  profit. 

Pol,  62  b  One  of  the  government  scribes  of  Misr  came  to  this  monastery  to 
ask  for  water  to  drink,  and  to  wash  his  hands  ;  but  he  found  the  water 
there  scanty  in  quantity,  and  so  he  caused  a  well  to  be  dug  within  the 
enclosure,  opposite  to  the  southern  wall  of  the  church.  Those  who 
dug  the  well  met  with  a  rock  [in  the  course  of  their  work]  and  so 
he  caused  it  to  be  cut  through,  at  the  cost  of  one  dinar  for  every 
cubit,  and  the  number  of  cubits  amounted  to  fourteen ;  and  this  was 
in  addition  to  the  money  that  he  spent  on  the  digging  and  fittii^  up 
of  the  well.  It  is  this  well  from  which  water  is  drunk  at  the  present 
day.  May  God  rest  the  soul,  and  reward  the  intention  of  the  founder ! 
The  water  which  comes  up  from  this  well  is  sweet,  good,  light,  and 
digestive. 

§  The  reporter  of  this  narrative,  whom  1  have  already  designated, 
said  that  the  church  of  this  monastery  was  named  after  Martha  and 
Mary,  the  sisters  of  Lazarus,  whom  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  raised  from 
the  dead,  and  who  lived  nine  years  after  that,  and  became  bishop  of 
Cyprus^  for  a  considerable  time.  The  number  of  the  Jews  who 
witnessed  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus  was  7,400  men,  besides  women 
and  children.  The  reporter  of  this  true  narrative  said  to  me :  '  I  used 
to  receive  counsel  from  the  monk  who  was  my  spiritual  father,  and  he 
informed  me  of  all  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  for  he  lived  in  this 
monastery,  and  met  here  with  old  mea  who  told  him  all  that  1  have 

Pol.  63  a  told  you.  On  a  certain  occasion  I  was  about  to  behave  irreverently 
in  a  place  opposite  the  well  ;  but  this  old  man  forbad  me,  saying : 
"This  place,  my  son,  contains  the  tomb  of  Martha  and  Mary^,  which 

'  The  resurrection  of  Lazarus  is  commemorated  by  the  Copts  on  Barmahat 
zo=March  16.  The  emperor  Leo  translated  the  reputed  relics  of  Lazarus  from 
Cyprus,  where  he  was  said  to  have  been  bishop  of  Citium,  to  the  monastery 
which  the  emperor  had  built  in  his  honour  at  Constantinople.  See  Ada  SS. 
at  May  4. 

'  Nothing  is  known  in  the  west  of  the  reputed  relics  of  St.  Martha  and 
St.  Mary  in  Egypt. 
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lie  beneath  it  in  a  crypt'  which  was  made  for  them."  On  this  account 
I  began  to  reverence  that  place,  and  to  pray  in  it.  One  day  !  measured 
[the  ground]  from  this  place  of  which  I  have  been  .';peaking  to  the  edge 
of  the  well,  and  found  the  distance  to  be  eighteen  cubits,  and  the  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  the  tomb  to  the  southern  wall  of  the  church, 
including  the  distance  to  the  well,  [I  found  to  be]  twenty-nine  cubits. 

'  God  knows  that  I  possess  no  means  of  erecting  a  cupola  over  their 
tomb,  so  that  it  might  be  known  thereby ! ' 

In  this  church  there  is  a  tank,  into  which  the  water  flowed  from 
that  well  which  I  have  mentioned  through  a  pipe,  which  was  afterwards 
filled  up.  There  is  in  the  monastery  a  Persian  mill,  which  contained  an 
instrument  for  peeling  off  the  bran,  but  this  has  now  become  useless. 
Near  the  church  there  is  a  large  and  lofty  keep^  consisting  of  three 
stories,  which  is  entered  from  within  the  church  by  a  flight  of  steps. 
This  keep  fell  into  decay,  and  so  it  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh 
Al-Makin  Abu  'l-Barak^t,  the  scribe,  known  as  Ibn  Katiraah,  who 
also  restored  the  wall  contiguous  to  the  washhouse,  below,  and 
restored  the  pipe. 

Near  [the    keep]   there  Is  a  church  named   after   the   holy  father  pol.  63b 
Andunah  or  Anthony,  which  has  fallen  into  decay. 

Outside  and  in  front  of  the  monastery  there  are  a  number  of  cells, 
which  belonged  to  the  monks  when  they  came  out  from  the  monastery 
of  Saint  Macarius  in  the  patriarchate  of  Anb4  Benjamin^,  the  thirty- 
eighth  in  the  succession,  but  which  are  now  ruined. 


'  Taffis  is  a  transcription  of  the  Greek  ™^os.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  The  tower  or  keep  ii  a  conspicuous  feature  in  all  the  desert  monasteries  at 
the  present  time — in  fact  it  is  the  citadti  of  ihe  fortre'i'i  See  the  Pfere  Sicard's 
description  and  woodcut  of  Dair  AntSni)fls  and  the  illustrition  in  Copiii  Churches, 
i.  pp.  395  and  309.    (A  J  B) 

'  It  seems  to  have  been  in  the  patriarchate  of  Diroianus,  the  thirty-fifth 
patriarch,  that  the  monasteries  of  the  'Wadt  Habib  were  pillaged  by  the  Berbers, 
and  they  remained  in  a  partly  deserted  condition  until  Uie  Mahometan  conquest 
in  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Benjamin,  when  they  were  restored  See  the 
patriarchal  biographies,  Brit  Mus  W^  Or  26,100,  pp  95  103,  iioff  The 
b  b  [ir.  7.] 
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In  the  monastery  there  are  two  crypts  :  one  of  them  near  the  church 
of  Saint  Anthony,  for  burying  the  bishops  of  Al-Jiziyah  ;  and  the  other 
under  the  keep,  for  burying  the  monks.  There  are  also  in  the  monas- 
tery places  of  burial  for  the  villagers. 

The  worms  destroyed  the  timbers  of  this  monastery  and  the  church  ; 
and  so  they  were  pulled  down  at  the  expense  of  that  Sayyid'^,  who 
constructed  instead  of  the  roof  [of  timber]  a  vaulted  roof,  and  enclosed 
the  columns  within  piers  [of  masonry],  and  none  of  the  columns 
remained  visible,  except  the  two  ancient  granite  columns  which 
[stand]  in  front  of  the  picture  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin.  The 
wooden  Bustul^  remained,  because  it  had  been  anointed  with  myrrh, 
which  prevented  the  worms  from  injuring  it. 

The  number  [of  the  monks]  who  are  assembled  together  in  this 
monastery  in  our  own  time  amounts  to  seven  or  less. 

§  According  to  the  Guide  to  the  Festivals,  composed  by  Anba  Jonas, 
bishop  of  Damietta,  every  year,  on  the  30th  of  Ba'iinah,  the  festival 
of  Mary  and  Martha  is  kept,  who  are  [buried]  near  the  Two  Pyramids, 
in  the  monastery  known  as  the  Monastery  of  the  Dogs,  the  correct 
name  of  which  is  the  Monastery  of  the  Vinedresser^;  but  the  Melkites 
burnt  it,  on  account  of  their  hatred  towards  the  Jacobites.  It  is  said 
that  the  bodies  of  these  two  saints  and  the  body  of  Lazarus  are  at 
i  Constantinople,  and  were  translated  thither  from  the  island  of  Cyprus*. 


destruction  of  the  church  of  St.  Macarius  and  of  the  cells  by  the  Arabs  of  Upper 
Egypt  {j-iuJl  ij^°f)  is  commemorated  on  Barmfldah  i  =  March  27;  see  Sj/nax- 
arium  at  that  day. 

'  I.  e.  Ibn  Katamah. 

^  This  sentence  is  left  untranslated  by  Quatremiire  in  quoting  ihe  passage, 
doubtless  because  he  failed  to  understand  it.  The  word  Buslul  has  already  been 
explained  in  connexion  with  a  similar  passage  above,  fol.  27  a.  By  the  '  wooden 
Buslul'  is  meant  a  pillar  painted  with  the  figure  of  an  apostle.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  Muslims  contemptuously  changed  the  name  Hair  al-Karrdm  into 
Bair  al-Kildb,  as  they  Uansformed  the  name  of  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection 
i^Kiydmah)  at  Jerusalem  into  Church  of  the  Rubbish-heap  {Kumdmah).     {A.  J.  B.) 

*  The  translation  of  the  relics  of  St.  Lazarus  from  Cyprus  to  Constantinople 
is  commemorated  by  the. Copts  on  Babah  2i=0ct.  18. 
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The  Gtdde  to  the  Festivals  also  states  that  the  birth  of  the  Lady 
[which  tool<  place]  outside  Jerusalem  in  the  reign  of  Augustus  Caesar, 
is  celebrated  every  year  on  the  jst  of  Bashans^  which  is  called  the 
'Id  as-Sunbulah.  In  another  copy  of  the  Guide,  the  monastery  of 
Nahya  is  said  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Lady. 

This  monastery  formerly  belonged  to  the  bishop  of  Al-Jtziyah  and 
the  island  of  Misr,  but  the  patriarch  Anbtl  Mark  transferred  it  to  him- 
self; he  was  the  seventy-third  in  the  order  of  succession.  He  allowed 
the  bishop  to  receive  three  dinars  yearly  from  the  revenues  of  the 
monks. 

§  In  the  district  called  Na!iy4^,  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah,  is 
situated  the  monastery  which  has  been  described  above.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  wall,  and  the  church  which  it  contains,  named  after  the 
Lady  the  pure  Virgin  Mary,  was  restored  by  a  merchant  who  came 
from  the  West. 

[The  caliph]  Al-Imam  al-Amir  bi-Aljkami  'liah  used  to  come  to  / 
this  monastery  and  enjoy  the  country  here ;  and  he  erected  in  it 
a  manzarak,  and  restored  the  enclosing  wall.  The  Canon  of  the 
Festivals  states  that  the  church  of  this  monastery  is  named  after 
Martha  and  Mary,  the  sisters  of  Lazarus,  whose  festival  is  kept  on 
the  38th  of  Tubah  every  year,  or  on  the  19th. 

The  Book  of  the  Monasteries,  by  Ash-Shabushti^,  testifies  that  this 
monastery  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  agreeably  situated  in  Egypt,  Fol,  64  b 
and  that  the  view  of  it  is  most  admirable,  especially  during  the  days 
of  the  high   Nile,  and  of  the  sowing  of  seed.     It  has  a  canal,  where 


^  I.e.  Apijl  z6.  So  also  the  Copiic  Synaxariuvi,  Paris  MS.  Arahe  256, 
'Id  as-Sunbulah  means  '  festival  of  the  conslellation  Virgo.'  Cf.  the  Gospel  of  the 
Nativity  of  Mary  in  Thilo,  Proleg,  xc-cv  and  340  f. 

'  Here  begins  another  account  of  the  same  monastery  of  Nahya. 

"  This  passage  fjom  Ash-ShabusUtl  is  quoted  in  much  the  same  words,  but 
without   mention   of  the    source,    by  Yakllt    {Geogr.    Worl.  a.  p.  v.!")   and    by 
Al-Kazivini    {Kildb   Athdr    al-Bildd,    ed.  Wflstenfeld,    p.    ii-r),    and,    with    due 
acknowledgment  of  the  autlior,  by  Al-IVlakrtzi. 
b  li  2 
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people  assemble  to  enjoy  the  country.  It  has  also  an  extensive  fishing- 
pool.  The  waters  of  the  blessed  Nile  surround  this  monastery  on  its 
four  sides  ^. 

Church  of  Safl  Maidfim. 
Saft  MaidOm^.  Here  there  is  a  church,  common  [to  different  sects], 
containing  three  altars:  one  of  them,  in  the  middle,  belonging  to  the 
Copts,  and  named  after  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore ;  the  second 
belonging  to  the  Armenians,  and  named  after  the  glorious  martyr 
Saint  George ;  the  third  [dedicated]  to  the  Lady,  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  belonging  to  the  Melkites. 

Pyramids  of  Al-Jizah. 
The  Pyramids.     These  were  built  by  Hermes^,  the  msc,  the  three- 
fold in  wisdom,  who  by  his  knowledge  of  the  secrets  of  nature,  invented 


'  I.  e.  dur       the  annual  nundation. 

^  Or  Saft  ^r^  dfl  Fo  merly  in  ihe  province  of  Al-Bahnasa,  but  now  in  that 
of  Bani  Suwaf  and  n  the  district  of  Zawiyah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of 
1748.  See  VakGt  Mu  hla  i,  p.  rCi;  Reccnsenienl  <ie  r£gyple,n.  ^.  i^^.  Th« 
insertion  of  the  pass.  %e  f  ng  to  Saft  Maidfim  here,  in  the  midst  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  province  of  Al  Jizah,  is  an  illustration  of  the  want  of  plan  of  the  book 
in  its  present  form. 

'  The  earliest  mention  of  '  Mercurius '  or  'Hermes  Trismegistus '  occurs  in 
Tertullian,  Adv.  Valenl.  c.  15,  and  in  Lactantius,  if  the  passage  of  Manethu 
quoted  by  Georgius  Syncellus  is  an  interpolation.  A  papyrus  of  the  reign  of 
Gallienus  speaks  of  T)n<rfi(ytcrrot  "Ep/iijt  as  the  god  of  Hermopolis  in  Egypt,  i.e. 
Ushmunain ;  see  Wessely  in  Mitih.  aus  der  Samml.  der  Pap.  Erzherzog  Rainer, 
^■P-'33f-  In  '^'^  hieroglyphic  inscriptions,  Thoth,  who  was  identified  by  the 
Greeks  with  Hermes,  is  called  '  great,  great,'  i.  e.  '  twice  great.'  To  this  Thoth 
or  Hermes  was  ascribed  the  authorship  of  all  the  «acred  books  which  the  Greeks 
II  d  H    m  d  CI  m         f  Al         d  )      h       1  f     y-two  of 

h         kfmg  f         >lpd        fk        ilg        Ih      hird  and 

fh  hm  dpdbyh  f  N      Platonic 

dCbbl  l.b  dbflhh  y  known 

Tg  Ihhh  dlmmj  MSS     To  the 
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the  art  of  alchemy,  and  was  able  to  make  substances.  His  birth- 
place was  Memphis.  He  is  said  to  have  beea  the  same  as  Idris, 
who  is  related  to  have  been  'raised  up  to  a  high  place'.'    The  Sabaeans 


Arabs  Ihe  name  was  well  known  through  the  existence  in  Arabic  of  many 
treatises  ascribed  to  Hermes  Trismegistus ;  see  HSj!  Khalfah  (ed.  Fluegel), 
iii.  pp.  53,  424,  480,  592;  iv.  pp.  100,  465;  V.  pp.  39,  41,  157,  171,  247,  587, 
where  works  of  Hermes  are  mentioned  on  such  subjects  as  alchemy,  talismans, 
the  mystic  use  of  letters,  astrology,  the  philosopher's  stone  or  elixir  {j^'^\=^iip'iv). 
The  belief  that  the  pyramids  of  Al-Jtzah  were  built  by  Hermes,  or  that  one  of 
them  was  his  tomb,  was  widespread  among  the  Arabs,  who,  however,  generally 
say  that  they  derived  it  from  the  Sabaeans;  see  YSkflt,  Gengr.  WiirL  iv.  p.  969; 
'Abd  al-Latif,  Mukhtaaar  (ed.  White),  p.  99  ;  Al-Makrfz!,  KhUaU  i.  pp.  iii-in  ; 
As-Suyfiti,  Hum  al-Muhddarah,  i.  pp.  1  v,  ff,  fa  .     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  The  identification  of  Hermes  with  Idrfs,  who  is  further  identified  will)  llic 
Enoch  of  Genesis,  is  common  to  most  of  the  Arab  historians.  The  words  placed 
in  inverted  commas  are  a  quotation  fiom  the  Koran,  Surah  Maryam,  v.  27, 
where  it  is  said : 

'Make  mention  of  Idris  in  die  Book;  for  he  was  truthful  and  a  prophet,  and  wc 
raised  him  up  to  a  high  place.'  The  last  words,  of  course,  refer  to  his  translation 
to  Heaven.     See  Al-BaidawE,  Anwdr  ai-TanzU,  &c.  (ed.  Fleischer),  i,  p.  oaf  . 

Eutychius  says  that  Enoch  was  called  Idris  by  the  Arabs  {Annales,  i.  p.  30). 
Ibn  al-Athir  says  that  Enoch  {r>^),  the  son  of  Jared,  is  the  same  as  Idrts  the 
prophet ;  that  he  was  the  first  of  the  prophets,  and  the  first  to  write  and  to  study 
the  stars  and  to  calculate;  that  the  learned  Greeks  (^^li^l  'U^)  call  him 
Hermes  the  Wise,  and  hold  him  to  be  great ;  that  he  exhorted  the  people  to 
repentance,  and  that  God  raised  him  up  when  he  was  365  years  old  according  to 
the  Pentateuch  (Al-Kdmil,  i.  p.  f  r).  As-Suyiiti  says  that  Enocti,  Hermes,  and 
Idris  are  the  same  person  (Husn  al-Muhddarah,  i.  p.  iv).  Hajl  Khalfah  says 
that  Idtis,  the  son  of  Jared,  the  son  of  Mahalaleel,  the  son  of  Enos,  the  son  of  Selli, 
the  son  of  Adam,  was  ihe  originator  of  all  the  learning  that  existed  before  the 
flood— 

and  that  he  is  the  same  as  Ilermes,  and  is  called  the  Chief  Hermes  (iL—1^1  u-'/t) 
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make  pilgrimages  to  the  two  great  pyramids,  and  say  that  Hermes  is 
buried  m  one  of  them,  and  Agathodaemon  ^  [in  the  other].  The 
Sabaeans  come  to  the  pyramids  from  Harran,  on  pilgrimaged  There 
is  not  on  the  face  of  the  earth  a  structure  erected  by  the  hand  [of  man], 
stone  upon  stone,  higher  than  these  two  pyramids '^  which  are  the  tombs 
of  Hermes  and  Agathodaemon.  It  is  said  that  the  area  covered  by 
each  of  the  two  great  pyramids  is  twelve  feddSns  * ;  and  in  each  of  them 
there  is  a  well,  the  site  of  which  is  not  known. 


Monastery  of  the   Vinedresser. 

Near  this  place  there  is  a  monastery,  known  as  the  Monastery  of 
Fol.  86  a  the  Vincdresserj  but  called  by  the  heretics  the  Monastery  of  the  Dogs. 


and  ihe  Threefold  in  Grace  (iv^li  liJdl) ;  and  that  he  was  the  first  to  erect 
buildings,  and  was  himself  the  constructor  of  the  pyramids ;  see  Lex.  BibUogr.  cd. 
FJuegel,  i.  p.  63. 

'  Nothing  is  known  from  Greek  or  Latin  sources  with  regard  to  Agathodaemon 
except  that  he  designed  maps  for  Ptolemy's  Geography,  and  therefore  probably 
lived  at  Alexandria  in  the  middle  of  the  second  century  of  our  era ;  but  the  Arabs 
have  more  to  say  about  him,  since  they  claimed  to  possess  treatises  by  him  on 
amulets  and  on  alchemy  (HSji  Khalfah,  iii.  p.  391,  ,vi-  p-  51).  and  identified  him 
with  Seth  {ibid.  i.  p.  65 ;  cf.  the  sources  quoted  in  the  last  two  notes).     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  As-SuyQtt  adds  that  they  offer  sacrifices  and  incense  there 

'  The  present  height  of  the  great  pyramid  is  about  451  it  but  the  ongmal 
height  was  480  ft.  9  in.,  which  is  nearly  20  ft.  higher  than  the  tower  of  '^trassburg 
cathedral,  the  loftiest  building  in  Europe ;  St.  Peter's  at  Rome  bting  429  ft  and 
St.  Paul's  in  London  404  ft.  high.  The  second  pyramid  is  not  much  smallei 
than  the  first.  The  third  pyramid,  however,  is  considerablj  less,  and  was  theie 
fore  less  famous  than  the  other  two;  not  to  mention  the  still  smaller  pjramidal 
structures  which  make  up  the  group  at  Ai-Jizah.     {A.  J.  B  ) 

/  This  is  singularly  accurate  as  regards  the  great  pyramid,  the  present  area  of 
which  is  izj  acres,  the  former  13^.  The  pyramid  of  Chephren,  however,  is 
smaller,  covering  now  about  loj  acres,  and  formerly  about  ii\.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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There  is  also  a  third  pyramid,  besides  the  two  former,  the  base  of  which 
is  built  of  hard  granite  of  variegated  colour '. 

The  monastery  is  near  the  pyramids,  on  the  western  side ;  and  its 
church  is  called  the  church  of  Timothy^  the  monk,  a  native  of 
Memphis,  whose  body  is  buried  in  it.  His  intercession  was  powerful 
in  this  church,  so  that  those  who  visited  it  and  prayed  to  God  in  the 
power  of  faith,  gained  their  requests  ;  and  if  any  one  were  desirous 
of  entering  upon  some  undertaking,  and  asked  God  to  guide  him 
according  to  that  which  was  best,  God  revealed  to  him  in  a  dream 
the  advantages  which  would  result  from  his  undertaking,  or  else  warned 
him  not  to  enter  upon  it.  This  is  attested  by  the  Book  of  the  Histories 
of  Ihe  Councils. 

The   Western  Mountains. 

\  At    the   foot    of    the    mountain -range    there    is    a    town   called 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  in   [the   province  of]  Al- 


'  Herodotus  and  Pliny  call  this  granite  '  Ethiopian  stone ; '  Diodorus  and 
Strabo  '  black  stone  ; '  while  the  Arab  writers,  from  the  colour  of  the  granite,  name 
the  pyramid  the  red  pyramid.     'Abd  al-Latif  says  : 

JilJ.:^!     kuAl      nA.^1     uU^l     Ejls.s'.     iJL^     \S\    I'Mi'l    )^-->.     U^     (jO^^     llJUll    Ulj 

J*^l  ^j\  J  S"  ^.Jil  ^  Jy.  Hj  i.yJl 
'  The  third  pyramid  is  less  than  the  other  two  by  about  a  quarter ;  but  it  is 
built  of  stones  of  red  granite,  which  is  spotted,  and  of  extreme  hardness,  so  that 
iron  makes  no  impression  upon  it  except  after  a  long  time.'  (Muik/asar,  p.  92.) 
(A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  must  be  the  martyr  Timothy  of  ancient  Mi^r  (iUjjill  j^^),  a  name 
given  to  Memphis  by  Arab  writers,  who  is  commemorated  on  Ba'finah  21  = 
June  ig;  see  Sjmaxart'um  at  that  day.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Roman  army 
when  the  persecution  of  Dioclef  n  b  k  ut  and  for  proclaiming  Christ  before 
Arianus,  the  governor  of  the  Th  b    d    h  repeatedly  tortured  and  at  last 

beheaded.     Such,  at  least,  is  Ih   a  j,     n 

°  I  transcribe  this  name  co  j  tu  Uy  as  Mastayah  because  De  Sacy  names 
a  town  called  Mestayah  in  the  \  f  Al-Gharbiyah.     A  few  lines  further 

down  our  copyist  writes  isU—t,  M    t  t  h  (?) 
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Jizah  there  are  fifty  monasteries,  fiourishing  and  populous,  which  have 
been  ruined  and  burnt  by  the  heretics :  [that  is  to  say]  at  the  hands 
of  the  Berbers  of  Western  Africa,  who  do  not  know  the  truth,  or 
obey  the  law,  or  distinguish  between  right  and  wrong.  This  western 
range  of  mountains  is  united  with  the  mountains  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Nile,  but  then  branches  off  from  them,  until,  after  passing 
by  Barca  and  the  whole  sea  coast  of  northern  Africa,  it  reaches 
the  land  of  Baraghwatah'  and  the  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Dark- 
ness. In  this  western  mountain-range  is  the  city  called  Mastayah, 
to  which  [in  former  days]  they  used  to  bring  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
kings,  with  all  their  money  and  treasures ;  and  the  greatest  number 
of  treasure- hunters  haunt  the  environs  of  this  city,  which  they  call 
Dar  Manuwil. 

Monastery  of  Ash-Skamd . 
Pol,  eSb         §  Munyat  ash-ShammSs^  [or  Munyah  of  the  Deacon],  namely,  of 
Paphnutius,  the  novice,  is  to  the  west  of  Tamwaih. 
The  monastery  called  '  Monastery  of  Ash-Skanid  ^.' 


*  See  note  on  fol.  49  a,  where  the  name  is  incorrectly  written  Ibn  GhawStah. 
See  Ibn  Khaldlin  (vi.  p.  n),  where  there  is  a  mention  of  the  tribe  of  Baraghwatah 
and  their  native  counlry  in  norih-west  Africa. 

'  This  place  is  said  by  Yakfit  to  be  in  the  province  of  Al-Jizah,  and  to  be 
also  called  Datr  ask-Shama'  or  '  Monastery  of  the  Candle.'  Compare  the  name 
Kasr  ash-Shama'  and  its  supposed  derivation  from  ^HJULI ,  'Egypt.'  The 
revenue-lists  of  a.  d.  1375  also  name  the  place  as  existing  in  the  province  of 
Al-jizah.  There  were  two  places  of  the  name  in  the  same  province;  but  there  is 
now  only  one  MIt  ShammSs,  which  is  in  the  district  of  Badrashain,  in  the  province 
of  Al-Jtzah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  883.  See  Yaki\t,  Mushtarik,  p.  f.^  ; 
Rec.  de  VEgypie,  ii.  p.  221.  The  monastery  of  Ash-Shama'  must  have  stood 
close  to  Munyat  ash-ShammSs. 

"  Y4kQt  says  that  this  was  '  an  ancient  monastery,  held  in  reverence  among 
the  Christians,  in  the  province  of  Al-Jtzah  in  i^ypt.  Between  this  monastery  and 
Al-Fustat  there  is  a  distance  of  three  parasangs,  as  you  go  up  the  Nile;  and  the 
throne  of  the  patriarch  is  in  this  monastery,  and  here  he  resides  as  long  as  he  is  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mi^r,'     {Geogr.  Wort,  ii.  p.  ivr.) 
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§  This  monastery  is  also  called  the  '  Monastery  of  the  Devils^,'  for 
the  following  reason.  In  the  days  of  [the  caliph]  Al-Mustansir,  during 
the  years  of  dearth,  the  monks  deserted  this  building,  which  remained 
uncared  for,  so  that  cattle  used  to  feed  in  it.  Moreover  certain  figures 
used  to  issue  forth  from  the  monastery,  and  used  to  ride  upon  horse- 
back from  nightfall  to  morning,  and  enter  a  certain  ruined  village. 
Thus  the  monastery  received  that  name.  Paphnutius^  went  and  lived 
in  this  monastery  alone,  to  take  care  of  it.  It  was  a  small  domed 
structure,  and  it  was  restored  at  the  expense  of  the  officials,  until  it 
assumed  the  form  in  which  it  is  now.  Paphnutius  had  visited 
Onuphriu.s,  the  saint  and  pilgrim^,  and  lived  with  him  for  a  time; 
for  whenever  Paphnutius  heard  of  a  saint,  he  went  to  see  him  and 
received  his  blessing ;  and  he  was  with  Saint  Onuphrius  at  the  time 
of  his  death*.  There  was  at  the  dwelling  of  the  latter  a  single 
fruit-bearing  palm-tree ;  so  Paphnutius  thought  in  his  heart  that  he 
would  live  there  in  the  place  of  Onuphrius.  But  God  sent  a  violent 
wind,  which  lasted  long  and  blew  down  that  palm-tree,  from  which 
Onuphrius  used  to  feed  himself  during  his  lifetime  ;  and  filled  up  with 
sand  the  well  of  water  from  which  he  drank.  So  Paphnutius  went  else- 
where, and  every  one  who  saw  his  form,  thought  that  he  was  a  disciple 
[of  Onuphrius],  although  it  was  not  so.     Afterwards  he  became  a  dis- 


'  Yakfit  mentions  a  monastery  of  this  name  near  Al-Mausil  in  Mesopotamia; 
see  Geogr,  Wbrl.  ii.  p.  ivr. 

^  This  is  a  famous  Egyptian  anchorite  of  the  fourth  century;  but  not  the 
bishop  commemorated  by  the  Roman  church  on  Sept.  ri.  See  Palladius,  Hisi. 
Laus.  p.  125;  Apophlhegmala  Palrum,  p.  377  f- ;  Zoega,  Cal.  p.  308  f.;  Ada 
SS.  His  festival  is  kept  by  the  Copts  on  Amshir  i5=Feb.  9;  see  Synaxarium 
at  that  day.  The  name  is  ^^-ft^OT'f■  f  the  man  of  God ')  in  Memphitic,  and 
ni.nno-«Te  in  Sahidic.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Abli  Nafar  or  St.  Onuphrius  is  always  called  '  the  Wanderer '  in  the  titles  of 
Coptic  paintings.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  visit  of  Paphnutius  to  Onuphrius  is  described  in  the  Synaxarium  at 


Baunah  1 


[11.70 


y  Google 


]y4  CHURCHES  AND   MONASTERIES  OF  EGYPT. 

ciple  of  Saint  Macarlus'  the  Greats  in  the  Wadi  Habib  ;  and  then  he 
went  to  the  monastery  of  Ash-Shama',  This  monastery  contains  his 
a  body.  The  church  in  this  monastery  has  three  altars :  the  middle 
altar  named  after  Saint  Anthony ;  the  northern  altar  after  Saint 
Sinnthius-;  and  the  southern  after  Paphnutius;  and  the  church  is 
named  after  Saint  SInuthius.  The  liturgy  is  celebrated  at  the  altar 
named  after  Saint  Paphnutius,  in  the  middle  of  the  Fast  of  the  Forty 
[Days],  every  year.  It  was  in  [thi.s  monastery]  that  he  died  ;  and 
according  to  his  biography,  he  died  on  the  i,^th  of  Amshir  (Feb.  9). 
This   monastery   was   restored   in   the   year  667  of  the  Righteous 


'  Macarius  the  Great  is  di'ilingui'ihed  by  the  title  of  'the  Egyptian'  from 
Macarius  '  of  Alexandria '  or  of  the  CiLj  He  ib  perhaps,  the  most  highly 
repuied  of  the  monks  of  the  Nitriin  df-sert  and  the  best-known  monastery  there 
still  bears  his  name.  He  has  left  fifty  homilies  and  'a  volume  on  Chiistian 
Perfection,  which  places  him  in  liie  fir  t  rank  amoi  g  the  writers  on  practical 
Christianity'  (Sharpe's  Hislory  of  Egypt  11  p  289  "^ee  also  Sozomen  H,  E.  ed. 
Hussey,  bk.  III.  c.  14;  vol.  ii.  p.  289),  He  is  said  to  have  retired  to  the  desert 
in  A.  n.  330,  and  to  have  died  there  in  a.  d.  390.     (A.  J.  B,) 

^  Abll  Shanlidah,  in  Coptic  ctjenoTTe  or  UjenOf  "I",  and,  in  the  Grae- 
cizing  form  found  in  Coptic  MSS.,  ciItOTOtOC,  Sinuthius,  is  the  name  of  the 
celebrated  monk  who  founded  the  White  Monastery;  see  below,  fol.  82  b.  He 
was  the  son  of  a  peasant  and  was  born  at  Shenalolet,  vhich  has  been  identified 
with  Shandawil,  lo  the  north-east  of  Ikhmtm.  He  served  in  boyhood  as  a  shepherd, 
and  then  came  under  the  tmtion  of  his  uncle  Apd  Pjol  (i,ni,  nsituX  —  Ul 
Jjk'),  who  trained  him  in  the  monastic  life.  Sinuthius  is  said  to  have  been 
present  with  St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria  at  the  council  held  to  condemn  Nesiorius. 
The  death  of  Sinuihius  is  commemorated  on  Abib  7=;July  2,  and  is  said  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  very  year  of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon,  viz.  a.  n.  451.  The 
discourses  delivered  by  this  saint  were  carefully  preserved,  and  many  attributed  to 
him  are  extant  at  the  present  day.  It  is  said  that  a  copy  of  one  of  them  was  laid 
upon  the  tomb  of  St,  Peter  at  Rome,  and  that  the  voice  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Apostles  declared  that  '  Sinuthius  was  the  fourteenth  Apostle,  as  Paul  was  the 
thirteenth.'  See  Synaxariuvi  at  Ablb  7;  Zoega,  Cal.  pp.  375-502;  Amijlineau, 
Vk  de  Schnoudi  s.TiA  Monuments  pnur  seniir  h  I'hidoire  de  rEgUseCMi.  (A.j.  B.) 


y  Google 


2>[0NASTERY  OF  ASH-SHAMA'.  195 

Martyrs  (a.  D.  951),  according  to  the  stone  on  which  its  date  Is 
inscribed  over  the  door  of  the  keep.  In  this  monastery  was  the  body 
of  Saint  Paphnutius,  who  was  the  disciple  of  Saint  Macarius  the  Great 
in  the  Widi  Habtb,  [lying]  on  a  bed  of  leather  within  a  coffin^  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  It  is  said  that  the  body  was  stolen  by 
Husain,  son  of  the  caliph  Al-H4fiz,  by  means  of  certain  Arabs. 
The  monastery  fell  into  decay  a  second  time,  and  was  restored  by 
Anbd  Gabriel,  the  seventieth  patriarch,  known  as  Abu  'l-'Ula  Said 
ibn  Tarik,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-H4fiz.  It  is  a  famous  monastery, 
and  contains  many  monks.  In  front  of  it  there  is  a  large  keep, 
which  is  entered  from  the  church ;  and  there  are  also  handsome 
tnanmrahs  in  it.  It  possesses  a  garden,  and  land,  and  houses  at 
Munyat  ash-Shammds,  bought  by  the  tribe  of  Eani  Silrus  from  the  Pol.e 
ancestors  of  the  Shaikh  Mustafa  '1-Muik  Abu  Saff  Ya'kub  ibn  Jirjis, 
who  were  natives  of  Damirah^,  in  the  north  of  [the  province  of] 
Al-Gharbiyah. 

This  monastery   was   under  the   see   of  Memphis   and  Tamwaih ; 
but    it  became   patriarchal.     To   it   is    brought    the  chiism^    and   it 


'  Quatremfere  (jl//ra.  i.  pp.  160-161)  refers  to  \!atAclaSS.  ii.  15  for  a  statement 
of  St.  Antoninus  that  he  saw  at  Cljsma  several  coffins  of  wood,  enclosing  the 
remains  of  various  anchorites,  and  among  them  probably  the  relics  of  St.  John  the 
Dwaif  and  St.  Sisoi.  In  Coptic  Churches,  i.  p.  304,  I  have  noted  the  existence 
at  this  day  of  wooden  coffins  full  of  relics  at  Dair  Abu  Makar ;  and,  curiously 
enough,  when  the  Pfere  Sicard  visited  the  monastery  of  St.  Macarius  he  saw  four 
of  such  coffins,  one  of  which,  the  monks  said,  enclosed  the  body  of  John  the  Dwarf. 
(A.  J.  B.) 

'^  The  Coptic  "f  A.JULHpi ;  now  included  in  the  district  of  Sharbtn  in  the 
province  of  Ai-Gharbtyah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  3,185.  See  Am^lineau, 
G^ogr.  p.  118. 

^  The  Arabic  mlrtln  (uj^)  transcribes  the  Greek  itlpov,  and  denotes  '  chrism,' 
The  chrism  was  originally  consecrated  at  Alexandria,  but  about  a.  d.  390  the  place 
was  changed  to  the  monastery  of  St,  Macarius  in  the  Nitrian  desert;  see  Coptic 
Churches,  ii.  pp.  333-334.  This  passage  of  Abfl  SSlih  is  well  illustrated  by 
Renaudot  {Hist.  Patr.  pp.  354-355),  who  relates  that,  during  the  great  famine  in 
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is  consecrated  there.  The  roads  are  dangerous,  and  this  course 
was  found  necessary.  Anba  Mennas,  the  sixty-first  patriarch,  built 
an  altar  named  after  Saint  Mark,  at  Mahallah  DSniyfll,  where  the 
patriarchs  lived  ;  and  the  chrism  was  placed  upon  it  for  fear  of  the 
dangers  of  the  roads,  from  the  time  of  the  dearth  at  the  beginning 
of  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mu'izz  in  Egypt. 

Other  Churches  of  the  Province  of  Al-Jizah. 

§  Munyat  ash-Shammas^     In  this  district  there  is  one  church. 

§  The  district  called  As-Sariif  lies  to  the  west  of  the  monastery 
of  Ash-Shama',  and  here  resided  Anbd  John  ibn  Abii  Ghalib,  the 
seventy-third  patriarch,  who  occupied  the  see  for  twenty-eight  years. 
To  the  west  also  of  the  monastery  of  Ash-Shama'  there  is  a  church 
named  after  the  glorious  martyr  Theodore. 

Damuh^.  Here  is  the  church  of  Cosmas  and  Damian,  their  brethren 
and  their  mother,  which  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Abil  Sa'id,  the 
scribe,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Diwiin  al-MukdtabSt,     Near  it  there 


the  time  of  the  caliph  Al-Hu'izz,  great  numbers  perished  and  many  episcopal  sees 
were  vacant ;  and  that  the  patriarch  himself  was  forced  to  remain  in  Lower  Egypt, 
and  was  supported  with  his  followers  by  a  wealthy  lady  at  a  village  called 
Mahallah  Daniel.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  is  one  of  the  repetitions  which  prove  the  want  of  plan  of  the  author,  or 
the  carelessness  of  his  copyist ;  see  al)ove,  fol.  46  b. 

^  Our  author  seems  to  imply  that  this  place  is  in  the  province  of  Al-Jtzah, 
and  Ai-Makrizi,  who  calls  the  place  Damflh  as-SabS",  and  names  the  church  of 
Saints  Cosmas  and  Damian  as  well  as  the  synagogue  there,  actually  stales  that  it  is 
in  that  province.  'Abd  al-Latif  also  states  that  Damfih  was  in  the  province,  and 
near  the  town  of  Al-JIzah.  At  the  present  day  there  is  a  Damflh  as-Sabi'  in  the 
district  of  Dakarnas  in  the  province  of  Ad-Dakahllyah.  Could  our  author, 
'Abd  al-Latif  and  AI-MakrizI,  who  are  not  always  good  geographers,  have  made 
a  mistake?  Could  the  mistake  have  arisen  from  the  similarity  of  the  names 
Danifili  and  Tamwaih  which  is  next  named  ?  The  latter  place 
called  TamQh.     See  also  Quatrcmfere,  Mem.  i.  pp.  137-13S. 
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is  a  garden  containing  a  well  with  a  water-wheel,  upon  the  high  road. 

The   Jew^  have   in   this  district   a   synagogue  ^   enclosed   by  a  wall,  Pol.  67  a 

within  which  are  lodgings  for  them,  and  a  garden  in  which  are  trees 

and  palms,  and  a  circular  well  with   a  water-wheel.      Here   disputes 

took   place  between  the  sects  of  Rabbanites  and   Karaites  concerning 

the  lighting  of  lamps.     It  is  said  that  the  prophet  Moses,  in  the  days 

of  Pharaoh,  visited  this  place,  and  prayed  in  it,  and  slept  in  it^ 

Monastery  and  Churches  of  Tamzvaih. 

Tamwaih.  This  place  is  opposite  to  Hulwan^,  which  lies  on  the 
eastern  bank.  The  monastery  which  takes  its  name  from  Tamwaih 
is  described  in  the  Book  of  the  Monasteries  of  Ash-Shabusht'i*.  It  is 
surrounded  by  an  enclosing  wall.  Its  church  is  named  after  Saint 
Mercurius^,  and  overlooks  the  river,  to  which  it  is  close.  Contiguous 
to  the  monastery  there  is  a  keep,  entered  from  the  church  ;  and  in  its 
upper  story  there  are  fine  man^arahs.  The  monastery  commands  views 
of  the  gardens  and  trees  and  cultivated  lands  and  vineyards  with 
trellises.     It  is  inhabited  by  many  monks. 

This  monastery  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Abil  T-Yaman  Waztr, 
metwalli  of  the  Diwdn  of  Lower  Egypt,  and  by  the  Shaikh  Abu 
'I-ManslJr,  his  son,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Amir,  and  the  vizieratc  of 
Al-Afdal  Shahanshah,     The  latter  used   to  alight  at  this  monastery, 


^  Al-Makrlzt  says  that  this  had  been  a  church. 

^  'Abd  al-Latif  slates  that  Moses  lived  at  Damuh  in  ihe  province  of  Al-Jizah ; 
see  Al-Mukhiasar,  ed.  White,  p.  1 16. 

'  More  accurately,  Tamwaih  lies  about  five  miles  lower  down  the  river  than 
Hulwan,  which  is  to  the  south-east  ofTamwaih,  on  the  opposite  bank. 

*  The  passage  of  Ash-ShSbusht5  is  quoted  by  Al-Makrtzi  in  his  article  on  the 
monastery  of  Tamwaih  (wj^  ji);  of,  Yakut,  Geogr.  Worl.  ii.  p.  ivP.  Both  of 
these  writers  quote  verses  by  Ibn  Abi  'Asim  al-Miart,  which  speak  of  the  pleasures 
of  drinking  wine  at  this  monastery. 

'  Tamwaih  itself  is  often  omitted  in  maps,  but  a  monastery  of  Abii  's-Saifain, 
i.  e.  St.  Mercurius,  is  marked  on  Nordcn's  Plate  XXVIII,  nearly  facing  Hulwan 
and  overlooking  the  river.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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and  spend  some  time  therCj  Jounging  and  sauntering ;  and  he  laid 
out  a  garden  near  it,  and  planted  in  it  trees  of  all  sorts,  and  palms ; 
and  dug  wells  over  which  he  placed  water-wheels  ;  and  he  suiTounded 
Po],  67  b  the  garden  with  a  strong  hedge.  The  annual  rent  which  was  received 
from  this  monastery  into  the  public  treasury  amounted  to  ten  dinars. 
Afterwards  this  rent  was  stopped,  and  with  the  money  oil-prtsses  were 
built  within  the  enclosure  of  the  monastery,  complete  in  all  their  parts. 
The  monastery  possessed  forty-seven  feddSns  of  land;  which  were 
appropriated  by  the  Ghuzz  and  Kurds  and  the  rest,  in  the  reign  of 
An-NSsir  Yiisuf  ibn  Ayyiib,  the  Kurd. 

In  the  church  lies  the  body  of  Paphnutius^,  the  superior  of  this  monas- 
tery ;  and  his  festival  is  kept  on  the  i^th  of  Amshir.  The  monastery 
contains  a  painting  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary.  Al-Afdal  took 
pleasure  in  sitting  in  his  place  in  the  upper  story  of  the  building. 

The  Shaikh  Abu  l-Yaman,  who  has  already  been  mentioned,  pro- 
vided for  this  church,  at  his  own  expense,  vessels  of  solid  silver.  He 
provided  a  paten  ^,  and  a  chalice,  and  a  spoon '^  and  a  censer,  and 
a  cross,  and  a  splendid  veil  of  silk. 

In  this  district  there  is  also  the  large  and  beautifully  planned  church 
of  the  glorious  saint  and  champion  Saint  George, 

There  is  also  a  church  named  after  the  female  martyr  Mahrabil*. 


'  We  were  told  above  tha  he  1  of  St.  Paphnutius  had  been  in  the 
monastery  of  Ash-Shama',  but  ha  he  e  e  stolen  thence  by  Husain,  son  of 
Al-Hafi/.     Can  they  subsequen  1)  1  a  e  fou  d   heir  way  to  Tamwaih  ? 

*  The  curious  enlargemen  of  te  deno  a  on  of  the  word  sinlyah  (4~-.o)  is 
remarked  upon  by  De  Goeje,  i  h  no  on  Ibn  Hacikal,  p.  ri"i,  where  he  points 
out  that  from  signifying  a  china  (Ch  nese)  pla  e  or  dish,  it  grew  to  denote  a  plate 
or  dish  of  any  material ;  so  la  'i  i  o  ela  n  dish  had  to  be  distinguished  as 
^j~i>  i~™>  or  ^;j~Jl  iL;;~o.  For  the  use  of  the  names  of  church  vessels  and 
furniture  at  the  present  day,  see  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  37  ff.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  It  is  well  known  that  the  sacramental  elements  are  administered  in  ihc 
Coptic  church  together  in  a  spoon,  as  in  the  Greek  church.  The  spoon  is  used 
also  in  the  papal  Mass.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  So  in  the  MS.     I  can  only  conjecture  that  the  name  may  lie  a  clerical  erioi 
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And  the  church  of  Aba  Bimah. 

And  a  church  named  after  the  angel  Michael. 

And  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin. 

Memphis. 

Memphis  ^  Baisur,  son  of  Ham,  son  of  Noah,  settled  here,  when 
he  was  780  years  old,  with  thirty  of  his  sons  and  family,  and  therefore 
the  place  was  called  Mandfah  ^,  which  means  '  thirty.'  His  sons  were 
Mizraim  and  Farik  and  Bah  and  Mah.  The  following  were  the  sons  Pol.  C 
of  Mizraim :  Kift ;  Ushmun,  the  meaning  of  whose  name  is  '  Come  not 
hither^ ! '  and  Atrib.  At  this  place  *  there  is  a  great  image  of  granite, 
called  Bfi  'l-H/il,  thrown  down  upon  its  side. 

Afterwards  Mandfah  was  established  as  the  capital  of  the  Pharaohs. 
When  Baisur  died  he  was  buried  here,  in  a  place  called  Abil  Harmls ; 
and  he  was  the  first  to  be  buried  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  The  Nile 
gradually  changed  its  bed  in  that  direction. 

Other  writers  say  that  Memphis  was  built  by  Mizraim  for  his  son 
Kift,  who  was  called  Barim  ;  and  others  say  that  this  city  was  built 
by  Manfd'ijs,  the  son  of  'Adim,  who  made  it  thirty  miles  long  and 
twenty  miles  broad,  and  erected  around   it   thirty  towers,  each  tower 


for  Maharalt,  a  girl  whose  martyrdom  is  commemorated  on  Tfibah  i4=Jan.  9; 
see  Am^lineau,  Acks  des  MM.  p.  67. 

^  Memphis  did  not  cease  to  exist  in  name  or  to  be  the  see  of  a  bishop  till 
long  after  the  Arab  conquest ;  see  'Abd  al-Latif,  p.  1 1 6  ff. ;  Al-Makrizt,  Khitat, 
i.  p.  irF  ff. 

'  VSkut,  who  gives  the  same  derivation,  states  the  Coptic  form  as  Mafah 
(jjL),  which  corresponds  to  the  Thebaic  JUlA.A.ne  better  than  to  the  Memphitic 
JU.a,n.     (Geogr.  WerL  iv.  p.  667.) 

'  The  Coptic  ajJUtOT  i,tt. 

'  I.  e.  Memphis.  Tiie  image  must  be  the  great  statue  of  Ramcses  II,  which, 
after  lying  as  it  fell  for  so  many  centuries,  has  now  been  set  upright  by  the 
English  engineers  under  the  command  of  Major  Plunkett.  The  name  Bfl  '1-Hlll 
fjj*)!  jjj),  or  'Father  of  Terror,'  i.e.  'Terrific'  or  'Gigantic,'  is  more  commonly 
given  to  the  Sphinx ;  see  fol.  68  b.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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containing  a  bath,  in  the  days  of  SdrCl',  son  of  Ar'u;  or  that  it  was 
built  by  Pharaoh,  surnamed  the  'Lover  of  his  Mother','  who  was  king 
of  the  Pharaohs. 

Joseph  the  Truthful  constructed  a  large  Nilometer  at  Munaif^; 
and  he  was  the  first  who  measured  the  Nile  in  Egypt  by  the  cubit. 
At  Memphis  there  are  wonders :  buildings,  images,  tombs,  treasures, 
that  cannot  be  numbered.  There  is  here  a  house  of  green  granite, 
hard,  variegated  in  colour,  all  in  one  piece,  square,  with  a  roof  of  the 
same  piece.  The  church  near  to  this  is  spread  with  mats. 
I  At  Memphis  there  is  a  church  which  has  been  restored  at  a  place 
which  is  said  to  be  the  place  where  Moses  lay  in  ambush  for  the 
Egyptian  and  killed  him,  as  it  is  related  in  his  history.  Every  [square] 
cubit  of  the  land  here  used  to  fetch  a  price  of  a  hundred  dinars.  Near 
the  town  are  the  pyramids,  three  in  number.  The  height  of  the  great 
pyramid  is  four  hundred  cubits.  The  pyramids  were  the  landmarks 
and  the  dwelling-places  built  by  Asghusa,  the  greatest  of  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  and  by  Arghash,  the  brother  of  Shaddad,  and  by  Shaddad, 
son  of  'Ad,  and  MSHk,  son  of  'Ad,  and  Farmashat,  brother  of  'Ad,  whose 
ancestor  was  the  king  Arzakushd.  He  built  here  eight  hundred  courses, 
and  then  died.  In  these  high  towers,  which  are  the  two  great  landmarks, 
[these  kings]  placed  their  treasures  and  their  tombs.  The  riches  con- 
tained in  one  of  them  were  extracted  by  one  of  the  emperors  of  the 
Romans,  named  Severus,  or  the  Great ;  and  ho  extracted  [it],  after 
four  hundred  courses,  during  his  whole  reign,  until  he  died,  in  the  time 
of  the  author  of  the  treatise^. 

Near  these  pyramids  is   the   great    image  of  granite   [called]    the 
Terrific'',  sunk  in  the  sand  up  to  its  middle. 


'  This  is  of  course  a  confused  reference  to  Ptolemy  Philomctor,  whom 
Eutychius  also  calls  Muhibb  L  mviihi      (A  J  B  ) 

'  Memphis 

'  This  passage  appears  to  be  incomplete  or  corrupt. 

*  I.  e.  the  Sphinx,  generall)  calkd  Abfl  1-Hfll ,  see  last  page.  It  was  held  by 
the  Arabs  to  be  a  talismin,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  prevent  the  sands  from 
encroaching  upon  the  inhabited  distncts     Stories  were  lold  of  its  having  been 
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After  this  we  will  speak  of  the  Southern  Frovnices  of  the  land 
of  Egypt. 

Churches  of  Busir  Band  and  other  places. 

Bijsir  Ban4'.  This  town  is  named  after  a  sorcerer,  called  Bllstr,  rol,( 
who  lived  there,  for  which  reason  it  was  named  after  him.  In  this 
town  is  the  large  church  which  was  entirely  built  of  hard  stone,  and 
is  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary;  it  stands  within 
the  fortress  of  this  city.  The  church  was  erected  in  ancient  times  ; 
but  as  time  passed  by,  and  the  kings  stood  in  need  of  the  stone  of 
which  it  was  composed,  the  greater  part  of  it  was  carried  away;  and 
the  church  is  now  dismantled,  although  its  architectural  features  are 
still  visible.  It  stands  near  the  prison  of  Joseph  the  Truthful,  son  of 
Jacob,  son  of  Isaac,  son  of  Abraham,  the  Friend  [of  God] — upon  them 
be  peace  I 

In  the  district  of  BanS  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  great 
Saint  George. 

IVIunyat  al-K^'id.  Here  there  is  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure 
Virgin  Mary,  which  was  restored  by  the  Shaikh  Mufaddal  ibn  as-Salih, 
a  friend  of  the  vizier  Abfl  'I-Faraj  ibn  Killis,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al- 
Hakim.  He  also  restored  a  church  on  the  banks  of  the  blessed  Nile, 
which  stood  for  a  time,  but  then  the  river  inundated  it,  and  washed 
it  away,  so  that  no  trace  of  it  remained. 

Wana  Bflsir.  Here  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  great  martyr 
Saint  Mercurius ;  and  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary; 
and  a  church  of  the  holy  martyr  Saint  George ;  and  a  church  of  the 
great  angel  Michael  ;  and  a  church  of  the  martyr  Saint  John^,  whose 
pure  body  lies  within  it. 


wilfully  mutilated,  which  diminished  its  talismanic  power.  See  Al-Makrizt,  Kkitaf, 
i.  p.  irr.  Il  is  well  known  that  the  Sphinx  is  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock,  which 
is  limestone,  not  granite.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  following  passage  is  repeated  from  fol.  17  b  f.      Btistr  Bant  and  BanS 
are  again  wrongly  placed  in  Southern  or  Upper  Egypt. 

^  [J-y^-  seems  to  be  a  clerical  error  for  ^J^ya^-■,  see  above,  fol.  18  a. 
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Pol.  69  b         Idrijah,  one  of  the  villages  of  ECish.     Here  there  Is  a  church  named 
after  Saint  George. 

Tansa.  Here  there  is  a  church  named  after  Nahadah  ;  and  a  church 
named  after  the  martyr  Mercnrius ;  and  a  church  named  after  Gabriel 
the  angel ;  and  a  church  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin. 

The  FayyAm. 

Madlnat  al-Fayyum'  and  its  province.  Al-Fayyum  was  the  name 
of  one  of  the  sons  of  Kift,  son  of  Mizraim,  who  built  this  city  for 
a  daughter  of  his,  who  had  offended,  so  that  he  banished  her  thither. 
Al-Fayyum  existed  before  the  time  of  Joseph,  son  of  Jacob,  son  of 
Abraham,  the  Friend  [of  GodJ^upon  them  be  peace!- — but  it  fell  into 
ruin;  and  Joseph  the  Truthful  restored  it,  and  constructed  the 
Nilometers,  and  built  Al-Fayyilm,  and  Hajar  al-Lahiln,  which  was 
built  with  wisdom,  and  founded  with  strength,  and  help  that  came 
from  God,  and  was  executed  by  the  inspiration  of  God — to  whom 
be  praise  1  Joseph  also  dug  the  canal  of  Al-Manhi,  and  cultivated 
the  land  of  Egypt.  The  number  of  village- districts  in  [the  Fayyum] 
amounted  to  360,  which  is  the  number  of  the  days  of  the  year, 
each  village  corresponding  to  a  day;  and  the  revenue  from  each 
district  amounted  to  a  thousand  dinars.  The  lands  of  this  province 
are  irrigated  by  [a  rise  of  the  rtver  amounting  to]  twelve  cubits, 
but  they  are  not  overwhelmed  by  a  rise  of  eighteen  cubits,  which  is 
a  great  wonder.  There  is  here  common  land  which  is  not  the  property 
of  any  one,  but  all  men  have  a  right  to  demand  a  share  of  it  accord- 
ing to  their  circumstances ;  and  the  common  land  consists  of  seventy 
different  sorts.  The  revenue  in  the  days  of  Kafur  al-Ustddh,  emir  of 
Egypt,  known  as  K^fur  al-Ikhshidi,  under  the  dynasty  of  the  Abba- 
Fol.  70  ft  sides,  when  the  province  was  administered  by  Ibn  Tarkhdn,  in  the  year 
of  the  Arabs  355  (a.  D.  966),  amounted  to  620,000  dinars ;  and  this  is 
as  much  as  the  revenue  of  Ar-Ramlah,  Tiberias,  and  Damascus. 

In  this  province   there  were  thirty-five  monasteries.     The  bishop, 


'  This  passage  is  repealed  from  fol.  18  a  f. 
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under  the  patriarchate  of  AnbS  Theodore,  the  forty-fifth  in  the  succes- 
sion, was  named  Abraham ;  and  the  land-tax  paid  into  the  public 
treasury  upon  the  cultivated  lands  belonging  to  these  monasteries 
amounted  to  500  dinars. 

According  to  the  Booh  of  the  Conquest  of  Egypt  by  'Amr  ibn  al- 
'Ast,  it  is  said  that  the  FayyQm  was  also  called  the  Waste  Land,  and 
was  an  outlet  for  the  superfluous  waters  of  Upper  Egypt ;  so  Joseph 
the  Truthful  carried  them  off  by  digging  the  canal,  to  rective  the 
water  of  the  Nile,  which  then  began  to  flow  into  it.  The  age  of 
Joseph  was  thirty  years  in  the  reign  of  Ar-Rayy4n,  son  of  Al-Walid, 
son  of  Dauma',  after  his  interpretation  of  the  dream  which  the  king 
saw.  When  Joseph  interpreted  this  dream,  the  king  gave  him  a  royal 
robe,  and  the  signet-ring  of  the  kingdom  from  his  hand,  and  entrusted 
him  with  the  administration  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  distinguished 
from  him  only  by  ascending  the  throne.  When  Joseph  dug  the  canal 
and  admitted  the  water  into  it,  it  flowed  from  Ras  al-Maiihi  until  it 
reached  Al-LShun,  through  a  break  in  which  it  flowed  into  the  Fayyflm, 
which  it  irrigated.  The  canal  contained  a  great  mass  of  water,  but 
was  the  work  of  no  more  than  ninety  days.  When  the  king  and  his  Pol.  70  b 
viziers  saw  it,  they  said  ;  '  This  is  the  work  of  a  thousand  days  ^ ; '  and 
so  it  was  called  Al-FayyOm,  And  Joseph  made  the  streams  of  two  sorts, 
streams  that  ran  down  for  the  raised  grounds,  and  streams  that  ran 
up  for  the  depressed  places,  at  certain  times  and  hours  of  the  night 
and  day ;  and  he  framed  meters,  so  that  no  man  could  take  more  water 
than  his  due. 

The  first  city  built  by  Joseph  in  the  Fayyflm  was  Shinah^,  where 
the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  lived.  Afterwards  he  measured  the  land  and 
the  water,  and  from  him  the  science  of  geometry  was  first  learnt. 
Joseph  was  the  first  who  measured  the  Nile  in  Egypt  by  the  cubit, 
and   made   a   Nilometer    at    Memphis.     Afterwards    the   old   woman 


'  Alf  Yum.,  according  to  the  present  Egyptian  pronunciation. 
'  So  also  Vakllt,  Geogr.  Wsrt.  iii.  p.  \rr,  where  he  also  gives  a  second  form 
Shananah. 
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DaK'ik'  founded  a  Nilometer  at  AnsinS^,  and  a  Nilometer  at  Ikhniim  ^ ; 
and  'Abd  al-'Aziz  ibn  Marwdn  set  up  a  Nilometer  at  HulwSn*.  In 
later  times  the  province  of  the  Fayyilni  was  settled  as  a  fief  upon  the 
Ghuzz  and  Kurds,  in  the  reign  of  Yusuf  ibn  Ayyub,  the  Kurd  ;  and  so 
it  remained  until  the  end  of  the  year  57;^  (a.  D,  i  1 78),  when  its  revenues 
were  133,374  dinars.  Then  it  was  settled  upon  Bllri,  the  brother  [of 
Yiisuf  ibn  AyyQb],  and  his  followers,  in  the  year  576  {a.D.  i  180),  when 
its  revenues  were  100,046  dinars.  Then  it  was  settled  upon  Taki  ad-Dtn 
'Umar  ibn  Sh^hanshah,  and  the  son  of  his  sister,  in  the  year  already 
mentioned,  when  its  revenues  were  of  the  amount  given  above. 

In  Madinat  al-Fayyfim*  at  present  there  is  the  church  of  the  glorious 

I  angel  Michael,  which  is  exceedingly  large,  and  contains  certain  pillars, 

large  and  high,  so  perfect  that  few  more  perfect  have  ever  been  seen. 

Tills  church  stands  near  that  gate  of  the  city  which  is  called  the  gate 

of  Sfirus. 

There  is  also  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  outside 
the  city ;  and  there  is  a  church  of  the  martyr  Mercurius,  restored  by 
the  Shaikh  Abfl  Zakari. 


'  Generally  called  iS^^.  She  was  said  to  have  been  queen  of  Egypt  in  her 
own  right  in  remote  antiquity. 

^  The  ancient  Antinoe  or  Antinoupoiis,  founded  by  the  emperor  Hadrian  in 
memory  of  Anlinous.  In  Coptic  it  is  called  A.riTinuJO'C.  Under  the  later 
Roman  Empire,  it  was  the  capital  of  the  Thebaid,  or  Upper  Egypt.  Upon  the 
site  of  this  city  now  stands  the  village  of  Shaikh  'AbSdah,  included  in  the  district 
of  Mallawi,  in  the  province  of  Asyflt,  and  having  in  1885  a  population  of  1,179. 
See  Yaklit,  Gwgr.  Wort.  i.  p.  f.\;  Al-Makrizi,  Khita\,  *■  P-  »'■'';  Amdlineau, 
Geogr.  pp,  48-51. 

'  The  Greek  Chemmis  or  Panopolis,  and  the  Coptic  cyjULltl-  It  is  now  in 
the  district  of  Suhaj,  and  had  in  1885  a  population  of  18,79a.  It  was  fortnerly 
famous  for  its  ancient  temple,  which  was  reckoned  among  the  wonders  of  Egypt, 
but  of  which  few  remains  now  exist.  See  YakQt,  Gtogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  11*;  Al-Idrisi 
(ed.  Rome)  [p.  48];  Al-Makrizi,  Kkitat,  i.  pp,  ri  and  rri ;  As-Suyfi^t,  ffusn 
al-Muhddarak,  i.  p.  r* ;  Am^lineau,  G^ogr.  pp.  18-22. 

*  See  above,  fol.  5a  a  ff. 

*  l"his  passage  is  quoted  by  Quatremerc,  Mem.  \.  p.  4 1 1 . 
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There   is    also   a   church  of   the    Melkites   in   the   quarter   of  the 
Armenians. 

Monastery  of  An-NaklM. 

The  monastery  called  the  monastery  of  An-Nakiun^  lies  to  the  east 
of  the  district  called  Nawasa^  This  monastery^  contains  a  church 
named  after  the  angel  Michael,  in  which  there  is  a  pillar  of  marble, 
which  sweats  as  if  water  were  flowing  from  it;  and  also  possesses 
a  large  keep,  which  overlooks  a  mountain  on  which  there  is  a  boulder. 
It  is  said  that  the  foundations  of  this  church  were  laid  on  the  13th 
of  Hatilr,  and  that  it  was  consecrated  by  the  Lord  Christ  and  his  .. 
Apostles  on  the  i8th  of  Abib.  Adjacent  to  the  monastery  there  is 
a  church  named  after  the  angel  Gabriel*,  enclosed  within  a  wall  which 
was  erected  before  the  church  on  the  13th  of  Amshir  and  was  finished 
in  this  short  time;  and  the  building  of  the  church  was  begun  on 
the  a6th  of  the  same  month,  and  finished  on  the  13th  of  Ba'ilnah,  on- 
the  20th  of  which  month  it  was  consecrated.  It  is  said  that  the  moun- 
tain called  An-Naklun  is  that  which  contained  the  place  where  Jacob, 
son  of  Isaac,  son  of  Abraham,  enjoyed  the  shade,  and  worshipped  ;  and 
sacrifices  were  offered   to  God   there  in  the  days  of  Joseph,  the   son  Fol,  71  b 


^  The  Coptic  neKXujne.  This  monastery  was  also  called  in  Coptic 
JUtoniCTHpIon  Jti-rtcye,  and  sometimes  in  Arabic  i_-iil^i,  both  of 
which  names  signify  'Monastery  of  the  Log'  or  'Beam,'  It  was  situated  to  the 
south-west  of  Madinat  al-Fayyiiin,  near  the  modern  Gharak,  and  has  now  been 
swallowed  up  by  the  sands,  like  the  other  villages  of  that  district.  AI  Makrtzt 
t;ives  an  account  of  the  monastery  of  An-Nakliln.  See  also  Amdineau,  G^ogr. 
pp.  133  and  373.     (A.  J.  B.)- 

'  Yakflt  mentions  a  place  of  this  name,  which  was,  however,  in  the  province 
of  SamannQd,  and  still  exists ;  see  his  Geogr.  Worl.  iv.  p.  a  rr,  and  ^ec.  de  I'Mgyple, 
ii.  p.  264. 

'  It  is  related  that  'Aour'  or  Aura  (see  a  few  lines  below),  bishop  of  the 
Fayyfim,  was  the  founder  of  the  monastery  of  An-NaklGn  early  in  the  fourth 
century;  and  his  historj-  translated  from  the  Arabic,  is  to  be  found  in 
M.  Am^ineau's  Conies  el  Horn,  de  t^gypte  Chre't.  p.  109  ff, 

'  This  church  is  mentioned  in  the  last-named  work,  p.  122. 
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of  Jacob,  when  Joseph  superintended  the  building  of  the  Fayyiim 
and  the  Hajar  al-Lahfln.  The  church  in  the  mountains  of  Aii-Naklun 
was  consecrated,  in  the  episcopate  of  Anba  Isaac,  by  Aur^,  son  of  the 
queen's  daughter  and  of  Abrashit',  the  magician,  whom  she  hid  away 
from  him  (?)  and  from  her  parents. 

Monastery  of  Al-Kalam(ln  ^. 

\  The  monastery  called  that  of  Al-Kalamun.  This  monastery  is 
much  visited.  It  possesses  land  in  several  districts  of  Upper  Egypt; 
and  at  Shiibra  it  owns  sixteen  feddans.  It  possesses^  salt-marshes, 
from  which  it  annually  receives  nearly  three  thousand  ardcbs  [of  salt]. 
Of  the  dates  of  the  palm-trees  it  receives  a  quantity,  which  are  sold 
every  year. 

There  is  here  a  spacious  church  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure 
Virgin  Mary,  which  was  consecrated  on  the  i^th  of  Hatiir.  Anbii 
Samuel^,    the    superior    and     administrator    of    this    monastery,    was 


'  See  Anidlineau,  op.  a'l. 

'  The  hill  of  Al-Kolamfln,  upon  which  this  monastery  stood,  rises  to  the 
south-west  of  the  Fayj'flra  near  An-Naklfin  and  near  Al-Gharak  and  the  Wadt 
Rayan ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  name  is  still  given  to  the  place,  which  is 
now  a  mere  desert.  The  monastery  is  described  by  Al-Makrizi ;  but  is  barely 
mentioned  by  Yakflt,  who  merely  says  that  it  was  in  the  Fayyilm  and  was  widely 
celebrated.  The  Coptic  name  is  Ki.>v^UULajn.  See  YSkfit,  Geogr.  Wb'rL  ii. 
p.  1AV  ;  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  38S  f.     {A.  J.  B.) 

^  This  passage  and  part  of  the  following  account  of  the  monastery  are  quoted 
by  Quatremfere,  i.  pp.  474-475. 

'  The  death  of  this  saint  is  commemorated  on  Ktfiak  8  =  Dec.  4.  See 
Synaxarium  at  that  day.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  monastery  of  Al-KalamOn, 
and  Hatri  and  Hor  are  said  to  have  been  monks  there  under  him,  which  would 
fix  his  date  in  the  first  half  of  the  fourth  century.  Fourteen  monks  from 
An-Naklfln  are  said  to  have  come  over  to  Samuel.  He  employed  his  monks 
in  preparing  salt  from  the  saline  pool  (JUl.i.ne£jJULOTf),  mentioned  by  our 
author  below.  Sec  Zocga,  Cal.  pp.  545-546,  where  quotations  from  a  Coptic 
encomium  on  this  saint  are  given. 
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a  learned  man ;  and  God  revealed  to  him  what  would  happen  in 
the  future,  and  spoke  with  him  ;  and  Samuel  wrote  down  what  God 
said  to  him,  and  his  prophecies  were  verified  in  his  own  time. 

This  monastery  is  enclosed  within  a  surrounding  wall,  in  which  there 
is  a  large  garden  containing  palms  and  olives  and  vegetables.  In  the 
monastery  there  are  four  towers ;  and  tt  contains  twelve  churches.  In 
the  upper  part  there  is  a  sentinel's  cell  in  which  a  monk  is  stationed, 
to  warn  the  other  monks  of  the  approach  of  visitors  to  the  monastery,  Fol.  72  a 
while  the  latter  are  yet  at  a  distance,  whether  they  be  soldiers  or  emirs 
or  walis ;  and  the  sentinel  strikes  the  wooden  gong  in  different 
manners,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  visitors ;  so  that  the  monks 
may  know,  when  they  hear  it,  who  it  is  that  is  approaching  the 
monastery,  and  may  prepare  what  is  fitting  for  him  before  he  arrives. 

The  church  of  this  monastery  contains  twelve  chapels  in  its  upper 
and  lower  stories.  There  is  in  it  a  spring  of  salt  water,  flowing  day 
and  night  from  it  into  a  wide  pool.  In  the  latter  there  are  to  be  found 
at  intervals  [the  fish  called]  btdtf^,  of  which  men  eat,  and  which  are 
good  for  food,  and  black  in  colour.  In  winter  the  water  sweetens 
a  little  in  this  pool ;  and  the  monks  occasionally  drink  from  it. 

Outside  the  monastery  there  is  a  cave,  in  which  lives  a  monk  who 
is  named  Muhna  ;  and  he  never  quits  it  by  night  or  by  day.  He  fasts 
during  the  whole  week.  The  monks  go  to  him  to  receive  his  blessing. 
Around  his  cave  there  are  many  fruitful  palm-trees.  He  used  to 
have  with  him  a  hundred  dinars  of  money;  but  when  the  Ghuzz  and 
Kurds  came  to  this  country,  he  made  a  present  of  the  money  to  the 
monks,  and  retained  nothing  of  it.  The  wild  beasts  used  to  come 
together  to  him,  and  not  one  of  them  hurt  him ;  but  they  grew  so 
tame  that  he  was  able  to  feed  them  out  of  his  hand.  The  devils  also 
appeared  to  him,  and  stood  opposite  to  him,  face  to  face,  but  could  not 
reach  him. 


^  Al-Idrisi  says  that  this  was  a  round  fish  of  the  same  kind  as  the  'Afar  (^fOc), 
and  was  also  found  in  the  Sea  of  Tiberias ;  that  it  had  few  bones  and  was  good 
to  eat,  being  sotnelimcs  of  the  weight  of  five  pounds.  Translated  by  Jaubert, 
i-  p.  30- 


y  Google 


2o8  CHURCHES  AND  MONASTERIES  OF  EGVPT. 

\         The  door  of  this  monastery  is  plated  with  iron,  and   is  of  skilful 
workmanship. 

This  monk,  Muhnd,  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking,  made,  at  the 
beginning  of  his  monastic  h'fe,  before  he  shut  himself  up  in  the  cave 
on  the  mountain,  a  church  which  was  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and  over 
it  he  made  cells  for  the  monks.  It  is  said  that  the  father,  Anba  Samuel, 
the  celebrated  administrator  of  this  monastery,  used  to  worship  on  the 
mountain,  at  a  place  called  Rayan',  opposite  to  the  monastery.  Up 
to  the  end  of  Amshir,  in  the  year  !<94  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs 
{a.D.  1 17^^),  the  number  of  monks  in  this  monastery  amounted  to  130  ; 
and  they  were  virtuous  and  devout. 

Monasteries  and  Churches  at  AJidh  as-Zait&n. 

The  monastery  of  the  glorious  martyr  Theodore,  on  the  [canal  of] 
Al-Manhi,  at  Allah  az-Zaitun^.  This  Theodore  was  a  native  of  the 
Fayyiim,  and  was  martyred  in  Upper  Egypt.  His  body  was  carried 
on  a  wooden  chariot,  over  which  his  blood  flowed  ;  and  it  did  not  cease 
to  carry  him  until  it  reached  this  district,  of  which  he  was  a  native. 

In  [this  district]  there  is  a  church  named  after  him,  and  containing 
his  body;  besides  many  other  churches.  There  are  here  a  church 
of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  a  monastery  named  after  the 
apostles;  a  church  named  after  the  martyr  Mercurius ;  a  church  of 
the  angel  Gabriel ;  a  church  named  after  Saint  John  ;  and  the  church 
of  the  Saviour*. 

^  I.  e.  the  Wadt  Rayan,  still  so  called,  to  the  south  of  the  FayyQm,  and, 
according  to  some,  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  Lake  Moeris. 

'  More  commonly  called  simply  Az-Zaiifln,  or  '  The  Olives ; '  in  Coptic 
(Eii.ItIXtun"  ■  The  Acts  of  the  martyr  John  of  Phanijoit  have  been  published 
by  M.  Am^iineau;  see  Un  Document  copie  du  xit  Sihk,  1887.  The  place  is  on  the 
west  bank,  close  to  Dalas  and  Bflsh  Kura,  and  a  little  to  the  north  of  Bant  Suwaif, 
to  the  province  of  which  it  belongs;  and  in  1885  it  had  1,300  inhabitants,  besides 
sixty-two  Bedouins.  See  Yakflt,  Ger^r.  Wort.  Vi.  p.  no;  Ibn  Dukmak,  v,  p.  f ; 
Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  pp.  327-330.  This  passage  of  our  author  is  quoted  in  sub- 
stance by  Quatremfere,  M6n.  pp.  412-413. 

'  As-Sutir  is  of  course  the  Greek  n-ionj/i. 
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C/iurckes  of  F^nii  and  Nakaltfah. 

The  district  of  Fanu  and  Nakalifah^.  In  these  two  districts  there 
are  several  churches.  There  are  to  be  found  here  the  church  of  the  Fol.  73  a 
glorious  Saint  George;  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary, 
restored  by  the  Shaikh  Al-Muhadhdhab  Abu  Ishak  Ibrahim  ibn  Aba 
Sahl  al-Musharif,  who  was  known  as  Az-Zal<rLik ;  the  church  of  the 
glorious  angel  Michael;  the  monastery  of  the  Cross  in  the  district  of 
Fdnfl,  in  which  the  liturgy  is  celebrated  once  in  the  year,  on  the  feast 
of  the  Cross  ;  and  a  church  of  the  glorious  Saint  George, 


Sail  ah. 

In  the  district  of  Sailah^  there  is  a  monastery  named  after  the  Lady, 
the  Pure  Virgin,  the  Virgin  Mary ;  adjacent  to  which  there  is  a  keep, 
which  has  been  restored,  but  not  finished,  on  the  public  road. 

The  monastery  known  as  the  monastery  of  the  Brothers.  In  this 
there  is  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  martyr  Saint  Mennas.  In 
this  monastery  lived  the  priest  John  of  Samannud*'',  who  was  devout, 
learned,  and  humble,  and  consoled  by  his  learning  all  those  that  came 
to  him  and  heard  his  discourse  ;  he  afterwards  became  patriarch  of 
Alexandria. 


'  This  passage  is  quoted  in  substance  by  Quatrem&re,  Mem.  i.  p.  413, 
Nakalifah  is  siill  existing,  and  is  included  in  the  district  of  Sanflras  in  the  province 
of  the  Fayj'l\m,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  2,664.  See  Rec.  de  tEgypU,  ii. 
p.  258.  In  the  fourteenth  century  revenue-lists  both  places  are  named;  see 
De  Sacy,  Relation  de  tEgypkpar  Ahd-Allaiif,  p.  633. 

'  Quoted  in  Quatremfere,  M^m.  i,  p.  413.  Sailah  was  in  the  Fayyflm,  to  the 
west  of  Nakalifah,  but  is  not  named  in  the  Rec.  de  TEgypte.  See  Yakfit,  Geogr. 
Won.  iii.  p.  rr . ;  Ibn  DukmSk,  v,  p.  1 . 

'  He  succeeded  Agatho,  and  was  the  fortieth  patriarch,  occupying  the  see 
from  A.D.  677  to  686. 

e  e  [IL  7,3 
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Hajar  al-LAhfm. 
Pajar  al-Lahiln'.  Here  is  the  monastery  of  Saint  Isaac^;  and 
the  church  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary.  This  church 
is  spacious  and  beautifully  planned,  skilfully  built  and  designed,  and 
resembles  the  church  in  the  monastery  of  Al-KalamQn.  In  the 
Pol. 73b  [monastery  of  Saint  Isaac]  there  is  also  a  small  church,  named  after 
the  glorious  martyr  Saint  Isaac.  Round  this  monastery  there  is 
a  triple  wall  of  stone.  It  is  much  visited,  and  stands  on  the  mountain 
to  the  north  of  Al-LahGn,  at  the  place  called  Barniyudah,  in  the 
mountain-range  in  the  south  of  the  FayyLim. 

Churches  of  AUBahnasA  and  the  iteighbotirhood. 
§  At  Al-Bahnasa  there  are  several  churches,  namely,  the  church  of 
Saint  Ammon';  the  church  of  Mark;  the  church  of  Saint  John*;  the 


•  The  foilotting  passage  is  quoted  in  substance  by  Quatremere,  Mem.  i.  p.  413. 
The  village  of  AI-Lahun  still  exists,  and  in  1885  had  a  population  of  2,416.  It 
stands  at  the  entrance  to  the  Fayyum,  where  the  ancient  lock  of  the  canal  of 
Al-Manht  was;  and  it  is  included  in  the  district  of  Tubhar.  See  Amelineau, 
Geogr.  p.  Z32. 

^  Saint  Isaac  of  Difri  ("f^tj-pe),  in  the  province  of  Al-Gharbiyah,  was  put  to 
death  in  the  persecution  of  Diocletian,  by  order  of  Arianus,  governor  of  the 
Thebaid,  after  horrible  tortures.  His  martyrdoni  is  commemorated  on  Bashans  6 
=  May  I.  See  Synaxarium  at  that  day;  Budgt,  Mariyrdom  of  Isaac  0/  Tiphre, 
with  Coptic  text  and  translation. 

=  AbamQn,  Abamiln,  or  more  correctly  AbS  Amfln  or  Apa  Ammon,  is  the 
name  of  two  martyrs,  of  the  lime  of  Diocletian,  whose  deaths  are  commemorated 
respectively  on  Abib  13  and  27=July  7  and  21.  See  Synaxarium  at  those  days; 
Am^lmeau,  Acles  des  MM.  p.  1 03.  Quatremere  borrows  from  this  passage,  Mim.  i. 
p.  255.  Al-MakrJzi  says  that  there  were  once  360  churches  at  Al-Bahnas3,  of 
which  the  church  of  Mary  alone  remained  in  his  time.  We  shall  return  to  Al- 
Bahnasd  on  fol.  74  b. 

*  Since  Abll  Yuhannus  is  not  further  identified,  and  there  are  several  saints 
named  John  in  the  Coptic  calendar,  it  is  impossible  to  say  which  of  them  is 
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church  of  the  glorious  martyr  Saint  George  ;  and  the  church  of  the 
glorious  martyr  Mercurius. 

§  At  BahClmalis'  there  are  several  churches,  namely,  the  church 
of  the  angel  Gabriel,  and  a  second  church  of  the  angel  Gabriel ;  a  church 
of  the  angel  Raphael;  a  church  of  the  glorious  Saint  Sinuthius^;  and 
a  church  named  after  Saint  Armenius®. 

§  The  district  of  KufSdah*.  [Here  there  is]  a  church  named  after 
the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary  ;  a  church  of  the  glorious  angel 
Michael ;  a  church  of  the  angel  Raphael  ;  a  church  of  the  glorious 
martyr  Mercurius ;  and  the  church  of  the  glorious  angel  Gabriel. 

§  At  Abtiijah^  is  the  church  of  Raphael  the  angel;  the  church  of 
the  angel  Michael;  the  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Holy  and  Pure  Virgin 
Mary;  and  the  church  of  Dioscorus. 


inlended  here  and  elsewhere.  The  most  popular  martyr  of  this  name,  however, 
would  seem  to  be  the  John  who  was  martyred  together  with  his  cousin  Simeon, 
with  whom  he  is  commemomfed  on  Abib  ii=July  g.  See  their  Acts,  edited 
and  translated  by  M.  Hyvernat,  Acies  des  MM.  de  I'Egypte,  p.  174  ff.  See  also 
Synaxariuvi  at  that  day  ;  and  Amelineau,  Acks  des  MM.  p.  141  fF, 

'  I  cannot  guarantee  the  form  of  this  name,  nor  identify  the  locality, 

'  This  may  be  the  famous  monk  Sinuthius,  founder  of  the  White  Monastery ; 
or  it  may  be  St.  Shanlldah  or  Sinuthius  the  martyr,  of  A!-Bahnasa,  commemorated 
on  BarmahSt  14= April  9  ;  see  Synaxarhim  at  that  day, 

'  Abfl  Harminah  is  said  by  Al-Makr!zi  to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest 
monks,  and  very  famous  among  the  Christians.  Cf.  Paris  Synaxarium  at 
Ba'flnah  8=June  2.  There  was  a  St.  Harmaniis,  a  champion  of  the  monophy- 
site  doctrine,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Patriarchal  Biographies,  Anc.  Fonds  Arabe 
139,  p.  167,  1.  I  ff.  The  Synaxarium  translated  by  Mr.  Malan  commemorates 
a  Harman,  bishop  of  Ka'u,  in  Upper  Egypt,  on  Kihak  3=Nov.  28. 

*  A  little  to  the  east  of  Al-Bahnasa,  and  nearer  the  bank  of  the  river. 

'■  The  Coptic  TUlJXI,  a  little  to  the  south-west  of  Al-Bahnasa,  but  on  the 
same  side  of  the  river.  The  village  is  now  included  within  the  district  of  Banl 
Mazar,  in  the  province  of  Munyah  or  Minyah,  and  had  in  1885  a  population 
of  1,000.  See  Amelineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  517  f.  Quatremcre  refers  to  this 
Mem.  i.  p.  258. 
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§  Jalfah'.  Here  there  is  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin 
Mary;  a  church  named  after  Saint  Dioscorus ;  a  church  named  after 
the  saint  and  glorious  martyr  Victor,  son  of  Romanus ;  and  a  church 
named  after  Bii  Talihah^. 

§  At  Bardanuhah^  there  are  several  churches,  namely,  the  church 
of  Ab4  Kustul  ;  a  church  of  the  angel  Michael ;  a  church  of  the  angel 
Raphael ;  a  church  of  the  angel  Gabriel ;  the  church  of  Mercurius, 
the  valiant  martyr ;  the  church  of  the  saint  and  glorious  martyr  Saint 
George ;  a  church  named  after  the  valiant  and  militant  martyr 
Theodore ;    and  the  church  of  the  saint  Aimin. 

§  Saft  Abu  Jirja*.  Here  are  several  churches,  namely,  a  church 
named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  the  church  of  Thomas ; 
the  two  churches  of  the  angel  Michael  and  of  the  angel  Gabriel. 

§  Al-Kufur^.  Here  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  martyr 
Theodore. 

'  The  Coptic  nxeXfiig,.  h  is  now  included  in  ihe  district  of  Bant 
Mazar,  in  ihe  province  of  Minyah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  647.  It  is 
probably  the  Jalaf,  which  Yalifit  says  was  near  Al-Kais,  in  the  district  of  Al- 
Bahnasa.  See  YakQt,  Geogr.  Worl.  ii.  p.  li^;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  150  f. 
Quatremjre  refers  to  this  passage  of  our  auttior,  Mem.  i.  p.  257. 

'  I  must  admit  with  Quatiemfere  that  I  cannot  identify  this  saint,  nor  even 
read  his  name  with  certainly. 

^  Now  included  in  the  district  of  Kalflsana,  in  the  province  of  Minyah,  with 
a  population  in  1885  of  2,670.  It  lies  on  the  west  bank,  a  few  miles  to  the  south 
of  Al-BahnasS,  and  near  Al-Kais  and  AI-Kafflr.  See  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  i ; 
Rec.  de  I'Egypte,  ii.  p.  64. 

*  A  little  to  the  south-west  of  Al-BahnasS,  south  of  AbtBjah  and  north  of  Abft 
JirjS.  The  village  is  now  included  in  the  district  of  Bant  Mazar,  in  the  province 
of  Minyah,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  2,316.  There  were  twelve  places  named 
Salt  in  Egypt.  See  YakQt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  iv,  and  Mushlarik,  p.  rf  a  ;  Ibn 
Dukmak,  v.  p.  a  ;  Rec.  de  VEgyple,  ii.  p,  279. 

°  On  the  west  bank,  to  the  south-east  of  Al-Bahnasd  and  a  little  to  the  north 
of  Kalljsana.  It  is  called  in  Coptic  rtIKi.'^*!-p,  and  is  now  comprised  in  the 
district  of  KalflsanS,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  798.  See  Amelineau, 
Gengr.-p.  276  f. 
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§  Taha  al-Madinah\  belonging  to  the  province  of  Al-Ushmunain. 
Here  there  are  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary^ ;  a  second 
church  of  the  Lady ;  a  church  of  the  angel  Gabriel ;  two  churches 
of  the  two  glorious  and  militant  martyrs,  Saint  George  and  Mercurius; 
a  church  named  after  Saint  Mark  the  Evangelist ;  a  church  named 
after  the  glorious  martyr  Stephen,  the  chief  of  the  deacons. 

Saft  al-Mnhallabt 
§  At  Saft  al-Muhallabi^  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  Pol.  74b 
angel  Michael ;  and  two  churches  named  after  the  two  glorious  angels 
Gabriel  and  Raphael. 

Mallaivt. 
§  At   Mallawi^  [there  is  a  church]  named  after  the  valiant  martyr 
Abatir"';  a  church  of  the  martyr  Mercurius;  a  church  of  the  glorious 


'  On  the  west  bank,  a  little  Id  the  norlh  of  Rlunyah  or  Minyah  Ban!  Khaaib, 
in  the  province  of  which  it  is  now  included,  being  in  the  district  of  KalfisatiS. 
It  is  the  Coptic  TOTg^O.  In  1885  it  had  1,113  inhabitants.  See  Al-Idrisi, 
trans.  Jaubert,  i.  p.  124;  Yaklit,  Geogr.  W'orl.  iii.  p.  en;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr. 
p.  471  f.     Taha  is  again  mentioned  by  our  author  on  fol.  77  a, 

'  AI-MaJirizt  mentions  two  churches  alone  at  Taha,  viz.  those  of  Mary  and 
the  Apostles. 

'  Our  copyist  writes  J^aJl,  but  ,^j^J4ill  is  the  form  given  by  Ydltflt  in  his 
Mushlarik,  p.  rci,  where  he  says  that  the  village  was  in  the  province  of  Al- 
Ushmlinain, 

'  This  is  thought  to  be  the  place  called  in  Coptic  JUL^,^X^.■lr.  It  is  now 
a  town  of  some  little  importance,  since  in  i88g  it  contained  10,777  inhabitants ; 
and  it  is  situated  in  the  district  to  which  it  gives  its  own  name,  in  the  province 
of  Asyfit.  Mallawi  is  on  the  west  bank,  a  little  to  the  south  of  Ushmlinain, 
See  Amiflineau,  Giogr.  p.  239  f.  Al-Maltrtzi  names  the  churches  of  the  Apostles, 
of  St.  George,  and  of  St.  Michael  at  Maliawi,  but  says  that  the  two  last  were 
in  a  ruined  state  in  his  time. 

"  I  conjeclurally  read  Abatir  and  identify  the  saint  with  .^palil,  a  soldier  of  the 
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martyr  Saint  George ;  two  churches  of  the  two  angels  Gabriel  and 
Raphael ;  and  two  churches  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  and 
of  the  glorious  angel  Michael. 

Rtfah  and  Udrimiah. 

§  Rifah'  and  Udrunkah".  Here  there  is  a  church  named  after 
the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Marj';  a  church  of  the  glorious  martyr 
Victor ;  two  churches  of  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore  ;  a  church  named 
after  the  Saviour;  a  church  named  after  Saint  John;  two  churches 
named  after  the  two  martyrs  Thomas  and  Severus ;  and  a  monastery 
named  after  the  great  saint  Sinuthius. 

Chiirches  at  Al-BahnasA  and  the  ueighbourkood. 

§  At  Najaj  *,  in  the  province  of  Al-Eahnasa,  there  is  a  church  named 
after  tlie  martyr  Saint  John. 


fort  of  Babylon,  whose  martyrdom  is  commemorated  on  Abib  i6=July  lo  ;  see 
Ameiineau,  Ades  des  MM.  p.  97.  There  is  a  martyr  Abadir  commemorated  on 
TOt  28  =  Sept.  25  ;  see  Synaxarium  at  that  day. 

'  Our  author,  or  his  abbreviator,  with  his  usual  want  of  plan,  here  takes  us  up 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  UsyQt,  from  which  he  immediately  afterwards  returns. 
Rifah  is  a  little  to  the  south  of  Usyflt,  on  the  west  bank,  and  Avas  called  in  Coptic 
epH&e.  In  i88g  it  had  a  population  of  4,1 19,  and  is  now  included  within  the 
district  and  province  of  AsyGt  or  Usyfit-  See  Ameiineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  i6g,  Al- 
Makrizi  names  churches  and  monasteries  at  Rifah  and  Udrunkah,  but  apparently 
not  those  mentioned  by  our  author. 

*  Also  called  Durunkah  or  Derenkah.  It  lies  a  little  to  the  south-west  of 
Usyflt,  in  the  district  and  province  of  which  it  is  included.  It  is  a  little  to  the 
north  of  Rifah,  and  had  4,629  inhabitants  in  1885.  In  the  time  of  our  author 
and  later  this  was  a  great  Christian  centre;  and  Coptic  was  still  spoken  here 
in  the  lime  of  Al-Makrizi.  See  YikQt,  Geogr.  Wdrl.  i.  p.  n^ ;  Rec.  de  I'Egypte, 
ii.  p.  99. 

'  I  cannot  identify  this  place.  It  would  be  some  distance  to  the  north  of 
Rifah  and  Udrunkah. 
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§  Idfak'.     Here  there  is  a  church  of  the  glorious  martyr  Mercurius. 

§  Turfah^.     Here  there  is  a  church  named  after  Bartholomew, 

As-Sakiyah,  called  Sakiyah  Mahffiz'.  Here  there  are  five  churches, 
[respectively  named  after]  the  martyr  Mercurius,  Mark,  Stephen, 
Theodore,  and  the  Disciples. 

§  Ai-Bahnastl.     The  meaning  of  this  word  is  'place  of  marriage*,' 
and  it  was  built  for  the  maidens  who  were  the  virgin  daughters  of  the  Fol.  75  a 
kings,  and  were  married  to  the  sons  of  the  kings  from  this  city.     Near 
it  there  is  a  place  where  Joseph  the  Truthful  worshipped. 

There  is  here  a  church  named  after  Saint  Bartholomew^,  who  was 
martyred  in  the  oasis  of  Al-Bahnasa,  and  whose  body  is  in  the  church 
of  Karbil  there.     There  is  also  the  church  of  Theodore. 

In   this  district  there   are  several  churches :    those  of  the   martyr 


^  This  place  again  I  cannot  identify. 

'  This  village,  formerly  in  the  province  of  Al-Bahnasa,  is  now  included  in  the 
district  of  Kal0sanS,  in  the  province  of  Munyah  or  Minyah,  and  had  435  inhabi- 
tants in  1885.     Its  Coptic  name  was  Tepfi.e.     See  Atn^lineau,  Giogr.  p.  492  f. 

*  See  Ibn  Dukmfik,  v.  p.  * .     The  name  SSkiyah  means,  of  course,  '  water- 

*  I.  e.  apparently  JULA,ricg€Xex.  which  only  approximates  to  the  sound  of 
Bahnasa. 

^  The  MS.  has  BartS'fl.  The  Copts  and  Abjssinians,  differing  from  the 
Latins  and  Greeks,  agree  in  holding  that  St.  Bartholonnew  preached  in  the  Oases. 
They  generally  add,  however,  that  he  was  martyred  on  the  sea-coast,  that  is, 
apparently,  on  the  Egyptian  or  Nubian  shores.  See,  e.  g.  Ths  Cmfikts  of  the 
Aposlles,  translated  from  the  Ethiopic  by  Mr.  Malan,  pp.  76-99. 

The  Synaxarium  says  at  Tflt  1  =Aug.  29  ; 

l^jSs  J»il  U  ^LjoJIj  JjiJJ  i^Ul  i=,lill 
'  On  this  day  is  commemorated  the  death  of  the  holy  disciple  Bartholomew,  one 
of  the  Twelve.  To  this  apostle  it  was  allotted  that  he  should  go  to  the  Oases. 
So  he  and  Peter  travelled  thither,  and  he  preached  the  gospel  to  the  inhabitants  of 
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Stephen;  Abatir';  Bartholomew;  the  Disciples  and  Apostles;  and 
our  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary, 

The  last  church  is  in  the  city  [of  Al-Bahnasa],  and  is  large  and 
spacious. 

There  are  also  churches  of  the  glorious  angel  Michael  and  of  the 
angel  Gabriel ;  of  Istafilra^  the  martyr,  who  was  also  called  Dog's  Face, 


the  Oases,  and  called  them  to  the  knowledge  oF  God,  after  wonderful  signs  and 
astounding  miracles  had  been  shown  to  them.* 

After  converting  the  people  in  the  Oases, 
Jl  ^.._„    ^  '.U.  J    ^j.>,  )   ^,i»  jJ^  J,'^  >  JX  M   Jl  ^  „U 

,_j_Jj     ^     i^^-    ij'  ^"'j    W^    LV^    "^^    lHJ*'    ",    (**— »    -f^'    J^'j     (jW^'j    "^   ^V" 

'  Then  he  went  to  the  country  on  the  sea-coast,  to  those  who  knew  not  God  ;  and 
he  preached  among  them  and  turned  them  to  the  knowledge  oF  God,  and  to  Faith 
in  the  Lord  Christ.  But  Agharbus,  the  king,  heard  of  him  and  was  wroth  with 
him,  and  commanded  that  they  should  put  him  in  a  sack  of  hair-cloth  and  fill  it 
with  sand  and  cast  him  into  the  sea.' 

'  See  note  above  on  foi.  J4  b. 

'  I.  e.  St.  Christopher.  The  Form  oF  the  name  in  the  Synaxarium  is  Akhris- 
tafdrus  (^j^liUj-^l);  and  it  is  added 

'  Whose  Face  was  the  Face  oF  a  dog.' 

In  Zoega,  Cat.  p.  235,  and  in  Conflicls  of  Holy  Apostks,  translated  by 
Mr.  Malan  from  the  Ethiopic,  p.  76  ff.,  the  name  is  said  to  be  Chrislianos.  The 
story  is  that  he  was  a  '  Cynocephalus,'  in  Coptic  OTg^ortg^OOp,  who  was  con- 
verted by  Saints  Andrew  and  Bartholomew,  and  accompanied  them  in  their 
missions  in  Nubia,  fie  had  lived  near  the  city  of  Barthos,  which  has 
been  supposed  to  mean  Parthia.  Barthos,  however,  was  not  far  from  Elwah, 
which  Mr.  Malan  says  is  unknown,  but  which  might  be  'Alwah  in  Nubia. 
St.  Christopher  is  commemorated  by  the  Copts  on  BarmCldah  2  =  May  28. 
Cf.  Acta  SS.  at  July  25,  where  a  different  history  of  St.  Christopher  is  given. 
The  epithet  '  dog-Faced  '  is,  however,  preserved  in  a  troparion  sung  by  the 
Greek  church,  on  the  festival  of  St.  Christopher  (May  9);  although  the  Meno- 
logion  of  Basil  (a.  d,  984)  repudiates  the  literal  acceptance  of  this  epithet,  and 
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and  was  one  of  those  who  were  with  the  fathers  and  pure  disciples. 
This  last  church  is  on  the  canal,  outside  the  city.  [There  are  also 
churches  of]  Mark ;  of  the  martyr  Mercurius,  who  has  two  churches 
here  ;  of  Saint  George,  who  has  two  churches ;  and  of  Saint  John  or 
Abu  Hanna,  the  martyr. 

§  Ashrubah^.  Here  there  arc  two  churches  of  the  Cross,  and 
one  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  within  the  city ;  and  there 
is  also  one  dedicated  to  her  without  the  city.  There  is  also  a 
church  of  Michael,  the  glorious  angel  ;  a  church  of  the  glorious  martyr  1 
Mercurius  on  the  borders  of  the  lake;  and  a  church  of  the  glorious 
Saint  George;  and  two  churches  of  the  glorious  Saint  Theodore;  and 
[churches  named  after]  Saint  PauP  and  Thomas. 

§  At  Saft  Rashin''  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  martyr 
Theodore  the  Eastern,  which  was  wrecked  by  the  Ghuzz  and  Kurds, 
who  turned  it  into  a  mosque.  There  is  here  also  a  church  of  the  angel 
Gabriel,  which  fell  into  decay  and  was  restored  by  a  certain  official- 

Places  in  Egypt  visited  by  our  Lord. 

§  The  places  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory! 
visited  with  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin,  and  with  the  righteous  old 
man,  Joseph  the  carpenter,  in  Upper  Egypt. 

The   church   of  Jabal   al-Kaff*.  named   after   the   Lady,  the   Pure 


explains  it  as  being  metaphorical,  and  significant  of  the  character  of  the  saint 
before  his  conversion.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  place  is  named  by  Ibn  Dukmafc,  v.  p.  r;  and  it  is  now  included 
within  the  district  of  Bant  Mazar,  in  the  province  of  Minyah,  but  is  a  place  of 
no  importance.  In  the  fourteenth  century  it  still  belonged  to  the  province  of 
Al-Bahnasa,  and  is  named  in  the  revenue-list  of  a.d.  1375.  See  De  Sacy,  Rel.de 
VtsyPte par  Abd-Allati/,-p.  OSg;  Rec.  deVEgypie,  ii.  p.  33. 

^  This  would  be  St.  Paul  the  first  hermit ;  or  St.  Paul  of  Tamwaih,  a  monk 
famous  for  his  austerities,  and  commemorated  on  B^bah  7  =  Oct.  4. 

^  A  considerable  distance  to  the  north  of  Ai-Bahnasa,  and  to  the  south  of 
Ban!  Suwaif,  in  the  province  of  which  it  is  now  included.  Yakflt  includes  it  in 
the  province  of  Al-Bahnasa;  see  Musklank,  p.  vf\ . 

*  I.  e.  '  Mount  of  the  Palm  of  the  Hand,'     Our  author,  at  the  beginning  of 
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Virgin  Mary.  This  church  is  hewn  out  of  the  mountain-side,  and  in 
the  rock  is  the  mark  of  the  palm  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Christ,  to 
whom  be  glory  I  which  was  made  when  he  touched  the  mountain,  when 
it  bowed  in  adoration  before  him,  after  he  had  gone  down  thither  from 
Syria.  He  grasped  the  mountain,  when  it  worshipped  before  him, 
and  restored  it  to  its  place  with  his  hand  ;  so  that  the  mark  of  his 
palm  remains  impressed  upon  that  mountain  to  the  present  day.  In 
the  impression  of  the  hand  there  is  a  fine  perforation,  large  enough  to 
admit  a  collyrium-needle,  into  which  the  needle  is  inserted,  and,  when 
it  is  pulled  out,  brings  up  a  black  coljyrium  which  makes  an  indelible 
mark. 

Above  this  church  there  is  a  church  built  of  stone,  and  named  after 
Pol.  76  a  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary.  Festival  is  kept  here  on  the  aist  of 
Tubah^,  which  is  the  day  of  her  death,  when  a  large  congregation 
assembles.  This  mountain  [of  Jabal  al-Kaff]  is  opposite  to  the  district 
called  Al-Bihii*,  [but  is]  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.  It  is  also 
said  to  be  near  the  city  of  Al-UshmCinain^;  and  it  is  also  called  the 
Jabal  at-Tair*.  On  this  mountain  there  are  two  stone  crosses,  of  a  red 
colour ;  one  of  them  is  a  large  stone  and  the  other  a  small  stone. 


fol.  y6  a,  identifies  this  mountain  with  ihe  Jabal  at-Tair,  which  rises  opposite  to 
Samallftt  and  Bihfl,  and  to  the  north  of  Munjah  Bani  Khasib. 

^  The  Death  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  commemorated  by  the  Copts  on 
TObah  2i=Jan,  i6,  and  her  Assumption  on  Misri  i6=Aug.  9. 

'  This  village  still  exists  on  the  west  bank,  opposite  to  the  Jabal  a^-Tair,  and 
is  included  in  the  district  of  KalQsana,  in  the  province  of  Minyah.  In  1 885  it 
had  a  population  of  1,25a.     See  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  f  ;  Rec.  de  I'Egypte,  ii.  p.  73. 

"  Al-Ushmfinain  is  in  reality  about  thirty  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Jabal  a|-Tair. 

•  See  Norden's  Plate  LXXI,  where  the  'Tshibel  ell  Deiir,'  as  he  spells  it, 
is  to  be  seen  at  the  northernmost  point  of  the  Nile,  on  the  eastern  bank,  On 
Plate  LXXV  Norden  gives  a  view  of  the  monastery  on  the  Jabal  at-Tair,  which 
is  called  Dair  al-'Adhrd,  i.e.  'Monastery  of  the  Virgin,'  or,  more  popularly, 
Dair  al-Bakarafi,  or  '  Monastery  of  the  Pulley.'  The  latter  name  is  common 
to  several  monasteries,  which  use  a  pulley  to  hoist  up  both  provisions  and 
visitors;  and  one  so  named  is  shown  on  Jabal  Abfl  Faida  in  Norden's  Plate 
LXXX,  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Manfalflt.     The  Dair  al-'Adhrd  on  Jabal 
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§  In  the  city  of  Al-Ushmunain  there  is  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the 
Pure  Virgin  Mary,  which  is  very  large,  and  which  Al-H^kim  changed 
into  a  mosque. 

On  this  mountain  [of  Jabal  a!-Kaff]  there  is  another  church  hewn 
in  the  rock,  and  supported  by  eight  columns^  Opposite  to  this  church 
there  is  a  hole  of  a  cubit's  breadth  in  which  is  white  sand,  some  of 
which  is  extracted  by  a!I  those  who  put  their  hands  in  and  take  some 
of  it,  and  yet  it  never  diminishes  in  quantity.  The  hand  of  a  sinner 
cannot  enter  into  it,  even  as  far  as  the  tip  of  the  finger. 

It  is  said  that  when  the  Franks  invaded  Upper  Egypt  with  their 
king^  to  drive  Shirkuh  the  Kurd  and  his  men  away  from  the  land 
of  Egypt,  they  cut  out  the  piece  of  rock  upon  which  was  the  mark 
of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  took  it  back  with  them  to  Syria,  in  the 
year  ^6'^  of  the  Arabs  (a.d.  i  1 68). 

§  The  monastery  of  Bisus  ^,  which  is  neai'  Ishnln"".    It  is  said  by  some 


at-Tair  seems  to  be  the  one  described  by  Curzon  in  his  Monasteries  of  the  Levant, 
ch.k(p.  ,„).     (A.J.  B.) 

'  Curzon  gives  a  plan  of  this  church,  p.  114,  in  which  he  specially  remarks  on 
the  eight  columns.    (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Amaury  or  Almeric,  king  of  Jerusalem  fiom  a.d.  ii6z  to  11J3,  was  induced 
by  bribes  to  lead  his  troops  to  Hg'ypt  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  10  assist 
Sh&war  against  ShirkQh;  and  again  in  11 63,  when  the  Latin  sovereign  entered 
Cairo,  and  Shirkflh  retreated.  Amaury  continued  to  assist  the  Fatlmide  caliph 
and  his  vizier,  until  in  1168  he  took  a  powerful  army  to  Al-Faram3:,  which  he 
took -and  sacked.  This  unscrupulous  piece  of  treachery  against  his  Egyptian 
aliies  forced  ShSwar  to  implore  Nfir  ad-Din,  his  former  enemy,  to  assist  him 
against  the  Franks,  and  Amaury  was  driven  to  retreat. 

'  Al-Makrizi  calls  this  the  monastery  of  tsfis  djy—jl  ^j),  explaining  this 
word  as  equivaieni  to  the  Arabic  YasH'  (cj— j.)  or  'Jesus;'  and  it  is,  of  course, 
simply  a  transcription  of  the  Graeco-Coptic  IHCO'CC  Ai-Makrizi  relates  the 
same  story  which  is  given  here  of  the  well  by  which  men  foretell  the  rise  of 
the  Nile.  Our  author  seems  to  take  Bis^s  as  the  name  of  a  place ;  but  this 
error  must  have  arisen  from  his  seeing  the  monastery  mentioned  as  (_,.y— jIj  -_j  jj 
or  ,.,y— ;U  tj^  ji_:t,  i.e.  'A  monastery  which  is  named  after  Jesus."     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  On  the  west  bank,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Al-Bahnasa,  but  a  long  way  from 
f  f  2 
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that  this  monastery  belongs  to  the  province  of  Al-Ushmunain.  Christ 
visited  this  place  and  stayed  here. 
I  In  the  monastery  there  is  a  church,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is 
a  well  of  running  water.  Over  this  well  prayers  are  said  during  the 
rise  of  the  Nile  every  year  ;  and  then  the  water  in  the  well  rises.  In 
the  well  there  are  marks  contrived,  which  show  the  number  of  cubits 
reached  by  the  rise  of  the  Nile  ;  and  when  the  water  of  the  well  rises 
and  stands  still  at  a  certain  mark,  it  is  known  thereby  what  height 
the  rise  of  the  Nile  will  reach. 

Island  of  Al-Ushmunain^  Al-Ushmun  was  the  name  of  one  of 
the  sons  of  Kift,  the  son  of  Mizraim.  The  town  was  built  by  Pharaoh, 
and  after  it  had  fallen  into  ruin  it  was  re-built  by  Nebuchadnezzar^, 
king  of  Babylon.  It  is  said  that  there  was  on  the  highest  point  of 
this  town  a  cock,  and  beneath  it  a  row  of  dromedaries.  When 
a  stranger  approached  the  town  the  cock  crowed,  and  the  dromedaries 
came  out  to  destroy  that  stranger.  But  when  our  Lord  Christ,  to 
whom  be  glory !  came  to  this  town,  the  cock  crowed  and  the  drome- 
daries went  out,  according  to  their  custom  ;  and  when  they  saw  the 
Lord  Christ  and  the  Lady,  and  Joseph  the  carpenter,  they  worshipped 

Al-Ushmfinain.  There  must  have  been  a  confusion  on  the  part  of  some  writers 
between  Ishnin  and  Al-Ushmfinain.  Ishnin  was  fomierj)'  in  the  province  of 
Al-BahnasS,  but  is  now,  under  the  name  of  AshnTn  an-NasdrS,  or  '  Ashnin  of  the 
Christians,'  included  in  the  district  of  Bani  Mazar,  in  the  province  of  Minyah. 
In  1885  it  had  a  population  of  1,260.  See  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  i.  p.  rA« ;  Rec. 
de  I'EgypU,  ii.  p.  22. 

'  Also  called  Ashmfjnain,  Eshmflnain,  or  OshmOnain,  Al-U^hmflnain  is  the 
Coptic  cyjULOTII.  It  siill  exists  in  the  district  of  Raudah,  in  the  province  of 
Usyfit,  and  had  2,312  inhabitants  in  1885.  Sec  Amdlineau,  Geogr.  p.  le^fF.; 
Al-Idrisi  [p.  47]  (ed.  Rome);  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  i.  p.  r^r.  The  term  'island' 
is  given  to  the  district  in  which  Al-Ushmunain  stands,  because  it  is  surrounded 
by  water :  by  the  Nile  on  the  east,  the  Balir  Yfisuf  or  Al-Manht  on  die  west  and 
south,  and  a  connecting  canal  on  the  north. 

°  On  fol.  23  b  and  80  a  we  are  told  that  it  was  Belshazzar  who  restored 
Al-Ushmflnain,  after  it  had  been  pillaged  by  Nebuchadnezzar. 
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them  ;    and   on   the   spot   they  were   changed    into   stone ;    and  their 
number  was  five. 

On  this  island  there  are  three  hundred  villages.  Our  Lord  Christ 
entered  [the  town]  by  the  eastern  gate.  Here  the  dromedaries 
worshipped  him. 

In  the  history  of  AnbA  Kha'il,  the  forty-sixth  patriarch^,  it  is  said 
that  this  is  the  town  which  was  built  by  Alexander  the  Macedonian, 
who  called  it  Cleopatra'',  a  name  which  means  '  the  Weeping  Woman  ;'  I 
and  it  was  to  this  place  that  Marwin,  the  last  of  the  Omcyyad  caliphs, 
came,  and  here  he  was  killed  on  the  rock ;  as  the  old  monk^  had 
prophesied,  according  to  the  narrative. 

*  *  *  one  of  the  districts  [of  Al-UshmCinain].  Here  is  the  body  of 
Saint  Macarius,  the  martyr.  There  is  here  an  ancient  temple*,  near 
the  southern  gate.  There  are  several  churches  contained  in  it ;  namely, 
a  cluirch  called  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  which  contains 
several  altars,  and  marble  pillars ;  one  of  which  has  been  celebrated 
in  all  times,  for  upon  it  is  the  mark  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  Outside 
the  church  there  is  a  Syrian  tree  bearing  [the  fruit  called]  sebestan^, 
which  is  of  a  red  colour.  The  tree  stands  near  the  ancient  temple; 
and  when  the  Lord  with  the  Lady  passed  by  it,  it  bowed  its  head 
in  adoration  to  him.  The  governor  of  the  town  [in  later  times]  wished 
to  cut  it  down;   but  the   patriarch  Agatho'*  was  standing  under  the 

'  See  MS.  Anc.  Fonds  Arabs  139,  p.  179. 

'  See  Amflineau,  Glogr.  pp.  ijo,  226-227. 

^  This  was  a  monk  who  addressed  MarwSn  on  his  march  through  Syria,  and 
foretold  to  him  his  defeat  and  death  ;  for  which  the  caliph  had  his  pillar  over- 
thrown, for  he  was  a  Stylite,  and  had  him  burnt  alive.  See  Anc.  Ponds  Arabe 
139,  p.  167,  1.13  fr. 

*  There  are  still  ancient  tombs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Al-Ushmflnain,  but 
no  temple  at  the  present  day. 

'  The  Mukhkhait  is  a  kind  of  Cordia,  and  is  sometimes  called  the  Assyrian 
plum.  It  is  of  a  dark  purple  colour,  and  was  formerly  used  in  medicine  in  Europe, 
as  it  still  is  in  the  east. 

'  The  thirty-ninth  patriarch  of  Alexandria.  He  occupied  the  see  from 
.\,n.  6g8  to  677  (?).     See  Renaudot,  Bisl.  Pair.  pp.  172-174. 
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tree,  and  when  the  woodcutter  struck  it  with  his  axe.  the  axe  flew 
back  into  his  face.  Thereupon  the  governor  was  afraid,  and  never 
again  gave  orders  that  the  tree  should  be  cut  down ;  but  he  brought 
to  the  patriarch  gold  out  of  his  treasury,  and  begged  him  to  accept 
it,  and  to  spend  it  on  any  sort  of  good  work  that  he  might  wish. 

§  Funkus'.  There  was  here  a  church  named  after  one  of  the 
martyrs,  I  know  not  whom. 

§  Tahfi  ^.  In  this  town  there  were  in  former  times  15,000  Christians, 
but  not  a  single  Hanif  or  Jew ;  and  there  were  360  churches.  In  the 
Fol.  77  b  caliphate  of  Marw4n  al-]a'di,  the  last  of  the  Omeyyad  caliphs,  he  sent 
Miwadd  to  this  town,  but  they  drove  him  out  and  forbad  him  to  live 
among  them;  so  he  returned  to  Marwan,  and  told  him  of  what  they 
had  done.  Thereupon  Marwan  sent  some  of  hi.s  soldiers,  who  killed 
a  lai^e  number  of  the  people,  and  scattered  them,  and  destroyed  all 
the  churches  ;  so  that  only  one  church  was  left,  namely,  that  named 
after  Saint  Mennas,  the  martyr,  for  the  sparing  of  which  alone  it  was 
decreed  that  3,000  dinars  should  be  paid.  2,000  dinars,  therefore,  were 
collected  from  the  rich  men  of  the  city,  but  1,000  were  wanting,  and 
so  one-third  of  the  church  was  turned  into  a  mosque,  which  stood  before 
the  kaisArtyah. 

§  Darwat   as-SarabSm^      Here    there   is    a   church   of  the    Lady, 


'  The  consonants  and  vowels  of  this  name  are  alike  u 

'  This  place  has  already  been  mentioned  on  fol.  74  a.  I  do  not  know 
whether  our  aulhor  means  to  imply  that  all  these  towns  and  villages  were  visited 
by  our  Lord. 

=  YdkOt  calls  it  Darwat  (izi-JJI)  Sarabdm,  and  Al-Makriaf  Darijt  SarabSn. 
The  latter  writer  says  that  it  is  also  called  Darwat  ash-Sharif.  The  place  lies  to 
the  south  of  Al-Ushmunain  and  Mallawi,  and  a  little  to  the  north  of  Ras  al- 
Manhi,  the  spot  at  which  the  Bahr  YGsuf  or  Al-Manhi  issues  from  the  Nile.  In 
Coptic  it  is  TCptOX  CA-pA-Tlilt ;  the  iatter  word  being  an  abbreviadon  of 
CA.pillA.JUl.tJOn,  and  being  sometimes  pronounced  Saraban  in  Arabic.  The 
town  now  gives  its  name  to  a  district  of  die  province  of  Asyfit,  and  in  1885  bad 
5,588  inhabitants.  See  Yakilt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  o-.;  Al-Makrlzt,  Khi{aU  i. 
pp.  vi  and  r.e;  Amclineao,  G/ogr.  p.  496. 
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the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;   and  a  church  named  after  the  angel   Gabriel, 
which  is  called  Maghtr  atk-Thilp. 

Near  the  last-named  place  is  the  district  of  SanabCi^,  where  there 
is  a  church  of  the  Lady,  built  of  baked  bricks. 

§   Jabal   Ashtar   or   Halaliyah^.     Here    there   is   a   church   named 
after  BlI  Nadtl*,  the  martyr,  which  has  fallen  into  decay. 

§  Munyah  Earn  Khasib^,  This  city  was  founded  by  a  Christian 
named  Ibn  Khasib,  after  whom  it  was  called.  He  and  a  number  of 
members  of  his  family  lived  here,  with  those  who  took  refuge  with 
him ;  and  he  built  houses  here,  and  set  up  water-wheels.  It  is  said  that 
Munyah  Bani  Khasib  acquired  the  name  of  the  family  after  whom 
it  was  called,  because  they  were  numerous,  and  possessed  wealth,  and 
slaves  to  serve  them.  The  town  was  formerly  called  Munyah  Bu  Kais.  Fol,  78  a 
It  lies  on  the  western  bank  ;  and  it  contains  several  churches,  namely, 
two  churches  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  a  church  of  the 
glorious  Saint  George,  outside  the  city  ;  a  church  of  the  glorious  angel 
Michael,  who  has  also  another  church ;  one  of  these  two  is  outside, 
and   the   other  within   the   town ;    two    churches,  one   of  the   martyr 


'  I.  e.  '  Place  where  snow  has  fallen.' 

'  AI-MakrizI  gives  Sarabfl  (y~^  and  Y5kfit  Sanabu  (jll^).  The  place  was 
a  iillle  to  the  south  of  Bibla'll,  and  close  to  the  Ras  al-Manht.  It  was  famous  for 
the  manufacture  of  excellent  horse-cloths.  See  YakClt,  Geogr.  Wori.  m.  p.  1  c.  ; 
Al-MakrJzt  names  a  monastery,  but  not  a  church  of  the  Vii^in  at  ganabQ. 

'  I  cannot  identify  this  place 

'  This  nan  e  does  not  occur  in  the  Synaxarmm. 

"  Often  called  simplj  Munjih  or  Minyah.  It  is  now  the  capital  of  the 
province  to  which  it  gives  its  ninie  and  had  in  1885  a  population  of  15,900. 
The  Coptic  form  of  its  name  is  JULtUItH,  or,  wiih  the  article,  TJULtUItH.  It 
was  also  called  Munjat  Abi  1  Khusa  b.  In  our  author's  time  it  was  a  flourishing 
and  populous  town ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  cities  of  Egypt.  See 
Ydkflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  ivo,  and  Mushtarik,  p.  I'.v  ;  Al-Idrist,  trans.  JauberC,  i. 
p.  124;  Al-Makriz!,  KhitaU  i.  p.  r.a;  Am^ineau,  Giogr.  p.  257  f.  Al-Makrizi 
mentions  only  six  churches  as  existing  in  his  time  at  Munyah  Bani  Khasib,  viz. 
the  Virgin,  Saints  Peter  and  Paul,  St.  Michael,  St.  George,  St.  Paul  of  Tamwaih, 
and  the  Three  Holy  Children. 
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Mercurius,  and  the  other  of  Abu  Ifais' — these  two;  and  also  In  the 
ancient  temple  a  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  a  church 
of  the  martyr  Mercviriiis;  a  church  of  the  angel  Michael;  and  a  church 
outside  the  town  on  the  road  to  Daljah^. 

There  is  a  monastery  named  after  the  martyr  Theodore,  outside 
Nahur,  on  the  eastern  bank. 

It  is  said  that  Munyah  Ban!  Khastb  is  also  called  Munyah  Bfl  Kais, 
after  the  saint,  son  of  Kift,  son  of  Mizraim ;  and  it  possesses  the  body 
of  Bd  Halbas^,  the  martyr. 

The  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  at  Al-Muharrakah*, 
in  the  province  of  Al-UshmOnain.  It  was  from  this  place  that  Christ 
returned  to  Misr,  and  thence  to  Syria.  It  is  the  first  church  that  was 
founded  and  consecrated  in  the  southern  provinces. 

This  town  is  called   Kus  Kam^  in  the   desert ;    and  the  meaning 


'  See  a  few  lines  lower  down, 

'  This  town  is  at  some  distance  lo  the  south-wesl  of  Munyah  Bani  Khasib; 
and  lies  remote  from  the  river  at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  It  is  now  in  the  district 
of  ar-Raudah,  in  fhe  province  of  Asjflt,  and  in  1885  it  had  8,209  inhabitants. 
It  seems  to  be  the  same  as  the  Coptic  exXKe,  mentioned  in  one  of  the  papyri  of 
the  Archduke  Rainer ;  and  its  Arabic  name  is  said  now  to  be  written  '  Dalja, 
llj.     See  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort  ii.  p.  CAr;  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  175  f. 

'  A  martyr  of  Ahnds,  named  jjjUji,  is  commemorated  in  the  Paris  Synax- 
arium  on  Barmahat  i5=March  11, 

'  The  monastery  of  this  place  was  and  is  the  largest  and  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  in  Egypt.  It  stands  close  to  Kflsakam,  and  is  in  the  district  of 
Alanfalfit,  in  the  province  of  Asyftt.  The  convent  contained  in  1885  a  popula- 
tion of  I  no  inhabitants,  consisting  of  monks,  peasants,  and  Bedouins.  Yakflt 
has  an  irticie  on  Dair  al-Muharrak,  which  he  praises  for  the  beauty  of  its 
situation  mentioning  (he  tradition  of  Christ's  visit  to  it.  Al-Makrizt  also  mentions 
the  monastery  in  a  few  words.  See  Vikflt,  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  iii' ;  Amelineau, 
Gfgr  p  2(14.  Our  author  makes  a  mistake  in  placing  Al-Muliarrakah  in  the 
province  of  Al-Ushmfmain. 

"  The  Coptic  KOCKA.JU..  Yakflt  writes  it  as  one  word,  -UijS,  'KfisaHm;' 
see  his  Geogr.  Wort.  iv.  p.  r ,  1  .     It  is  also  found  in  the  forms  Sx^  and  -lijJ. 
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of  this  name  of  Kus   Kam    is  'one  wlio  maizes  shrouds  of  reeds  for 

tlie  poor'.'     It  was  built  by  Kus,  the  son  of  Kift,  the  son  of  Mizraim, 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  stayed   here  with  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Tol.  78  b 

Mary,  his  mother  in  the  flesh,  and  the  righteous  old  man,  Joseph  the 

carpenter,  at   the  time  when  they  fled    from   Herod,  the   unbelieving 

king,  who  slew  the  infants.      They  stayed  in  a  chamber  in  the  upper 

story  of  this  church,  which  is  reached  by  mounting  a  flight  of  steps. 

In  this  chamber  there  is  a  window  which  was  opened   in  the  wall  by 

the  breath  of  the  Lord ;  it  was  not  opened  by  the  hand,  nor  by  any 

tool.     In   the   church  there    is   one   altar,  which   was   consecrated   by 

the  descent  upon  it  of  our  Lord  Christ^  with  the  great  disciples,  in  the 

clouds,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  homily^  of  Philotheus,  the 


M.  Am^Iineau  omiis  the  form  given  by  our  author.  Some  writers  have  made 
it  the  same  place  as  A!-Muliarrakah,  and  our  author  seems  to  be  of  this 
opinion.  In  fact,  however,  the  monastery  of  Al-Muharrak  was  built  at  the  foot 
of  the  western  mountain,  which  is  not  far  from  the  town  of  Kflsakam,  and  is 
named  after  it  Jabal  KClsakam.  Vansleb  stayed  at  Kflsakam  for  a  month,  in 
fl.D.  1664,  and  says  that  the  town  was  then  in  ruins,  and  that  nothing  remained 
but  the  monastery  of  Al-JMuharrak.  See  Am^lineau,  G/ngr,  p.  398.  Kflsakam 
is  identified  with  Apollinopolis  Parva,     (A,  J.  B.) 

'  The  Coptic  K(JUC  means  to  prepare  for  burial,  by  enshiouding,  swathing;, 
or  embalming ;  and  KiJUL  means  '  reed.' 

''■  The  Paris  Synaxarium  says,  at  Hatur  6  =  Nov.  a; 
t^^   J.J   ,U_Ja  J^y\   i'j-."^  ^   ^--il     cj-j  Uj_,  bSLj    U!lll   ,jA^''    cl^l 

'  [On  this  day  is  commemorated]  the  meeting  of  the  Saviour,  our  God  and  our 
King,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  his  pure  disciples  at  Kuskam,  which  is  the 
same  as  Al-Muharrak,  and  the  first  liturgy  which  took  place  there,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  St.  Philotheus  and  St.  Cyril.' 

'^»_.  is,  as  Professor  Margoliouth  points  out,  the  Syriac  Ii.»las.  M.Am^lineau 
says,  '  Les  moines  du  monastfere  de  Moharraq  m'ont  racont^  que  la  Sainte  Vierge 
avait  c     d      1      f      J         ^  1   mpl  dl       m    ntenant  leur  monastfere ; 

el  il  ex       d        1    I    6  j.  d  b  ^  \  Thtophjle,  le  patriarche 

d'Alex    d  1  d    1  f  m  11       M  h       q.     Ce  discours  n'existe 

S  ["-70 
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twenty-third  patriarch  ^  Hence  came  the  form  of  consecration  [of 
churches  which  has  since  been  employed] :  the  vessels  filled  with 
water ' ;  and  the  prayers  recited  over  the  water,  to  consecrate  it ;  and 
the  odoriferous  plants^  and  the  leaves ;  and  the  lamps  upon  their 
stands;  and  the  sprinkling  of  the  walls  of  the  church;  and  [Christ] 
commanded  Peter  to  cause  all  churches  to  be  consecrated  according 
to  this  form :  the  form  of  the  first  consecration,  which  took  place  at 
Al-Muharrakah,  in  the  province  of  Al-Ushmflnain. 

The  church  of  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin*,  is  the  first  church 
which  was  built  in  Egypt,  Hence  Christ  went  down  to  Misr,  and 
thence  he  returned  to  Syria.  This  church  is  called  Kfts  KSm,  and  is 
very  small. 

[Christ  and  his  parents]  were  accompanied  by  Moses,  son  of  the 
brother  of  Joseph  the  carpenter.  Our  Lord  Christ  bid  Moses  place 
a  stone  beneath  his  head ;  this  he  did,  and  immediately  he  died ;  and 
he  was  buried  in  this  place.  Opposite  the  door  of  the  church  there 
is  a  well  of  running  water.  In  the  church  there  is  a  tank  full  of  water, 
\  which  at  a  later  time  was  turned  into  wine.  The  form  of  consecration 
employed  for  this  church  became  the  customary  rule  for  all  future 
times  ;  and  the  consecration  took  place  on  the  6th  of  Hatftr^ 

After  [his  stay  here],  our  Lord  Christ  blessed  the  water  of  the 
aforesaid  well,  because  he  and  his  mother  and  their  companions  had 
drunk  of  it ;  so  that  every  one  who  went  to  it  in  faith,  and  drank  of 
it  or  bathed  in  it,  was  healed  of  his  pains  ;  and  many  were  cured  of  their 


plus  qu'en  arabe,  et  se  trouve  dans  un  MS.  de  la  Vaticane,  dans  un  autre  de  la 
Biblioth^que  Nationale,  et  dans  la  bibliothfeque  de  Moharraq.'  (Mim.  pour  servir 
a  I'hisloire  de  I'&gyple  Chrt't.  p.  80,  note.) 

'  Also  called  Theophilus;  he  sat  from  a.d.  385  lo  412  (?).  See  Renaudot, 
Hist.  Pair.  pp.  103-108. 

'  For  an  account  cf  these  ceremonies  see  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  338  ff. 

'  The  plant  used  for  sprinkling  the  water  was  a  kind  of  beetroot,  in  Arabic 
j/7fc  ( jd_);  see  Vansleb,  Hist,  de  I'EgHse  d'Alex.  p.  2 15.     {A.  J.  B,) 

*  I.e.  at  Al-Muharrakah,  near  KflsakSm;  see  a  few  lines  above. 

'  So  in  Synaxarium  ;  see  note  above. 
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diseases ;  and  the  water  became,  in  the  mouth  of  those  that  drank  of 
it,  sweet  hke  the  water  of  the  Jihon ;  I  mean  the  Nile  of  Egypt. 
Pilgrimages  have  been  made  by  many  multitudes  from  all  districts 
to  this  church  from  ancient  times,  because  it  has  been  celebrated  on 
account  of  signs  and  wonders  and  the  healing  of  various  diseases  ; 
and  the  time  of  pilgrimage  is  at  Easter,  every  year.  The  Lord  Christ 
commanded  that  the  original  size  of  this  church  should  not  be  added 
to  ;  but  that  it  should  remain  as  it  was.  The  mark  of  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  on  the  eastern  and  on  the  western  mountain. 

Adjacent  to  this  church  there  is  a  large  and  ancient  keep,  which 
had  fallen  into  decay,  but  was  renewed  and  restored  to  its  original 
condition  by  the  Shaikh  AbCl  Zakart  ibn  Bil  Nasr,  the  administrator 
of  Al-Ushmunain ;  may  God  have  mercy  on  him  and  grant  rest  to  his 
soul !  this  was  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Hafiz. 

In  this  district  there  lived  in  ancient  times  Kharbatd,  son  of  Malik, 
the  hard-hearted  giant ;  but  a  thunderbolt  was  hurled  at  him  from 
heaven,  so  that  he  was  burnt  up,  and  not  a  trace  of  him  could  be 
found;  on  this  account  the  place  was  called  Al-Muharrakah'.  ] 

This  Khartabi,  son  of  Malik,  the  giant,  possessed  much  treasure 
and  wealth ;  but  he  loved  to  do  evil  deeds,  and  did  not  fear  God  or 
dread  his  chastisements ;  and  so  God  hurled  a  thunderbolt  at  him, 
which  burnt  him  up,  so  that  not  a  trace  of  him  remained.  On  this 
account  the  place  was  called  Al-Muharrakah,  as  it  has  already 
been  said. 

To  the  west  of  this  church  there  is  a  vaulted  chamber,  hewn  out 
in  the  mountain-side  ;  and  here  the  Lady  used  to  dwell ;  and  the 
Christian  people  began  to  come  to  this  chamber,  and  obtain  blessings 
from  it.  It  is  said  that  at  Easter,  in  the  year  891  of  the  Righteous 
Martyrs  (a.D.  1175),  the  water  in  the  well  was  turned  into  wine, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  an  assembly  of  priests,  bishops,  and 
laity,  who  wrote  down  an  account  of  the  event. 


^  I.e.  '  The  burnt  village,'  iy  being  understood.    When  the  form  is  n 
(Al-Muljarrak),   jj  is  understood. 
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Monastery  at  Ansina. 
§  The  great  monastery  on  the  mountain,  founded  by  Matthias  the 
monk,  near  Ansina',     Many  monks  entered  upon  the  monastic  hfe  here. 
This  monk  [Matthias^]  performed  many  wonders  ;   one  of  which  was 


^  Wliether  this  should  be  An^ind,  as  our  MS.  has  it,  or  Isiia  (Esneh)  I  cannot 
say.     See  following  note. 

*  This  RlaHliias,  or  Matthew,  is  mentioned  in  the  Life  of  Ike  Patriarch 
Alexander  {a.d.  704-737  ?) ;  and  the  following  slory  is  to  be  found  there.  Sec 
Anc.  Fonds  Arabe  139,  p.  136,  1.  10  ff.,  where  the  saint,  however,  is  said  to  have 
lived  near  Isna.  A  Coptic  life  of  this  saint,  who  is  there  called  ^n^ 
JULi,eeA.IOC  ng,HKe,  '  Saint  Matthew  the  Poor,'  is  qtioted  in  Zoega,  Cat. 
P-  534  ff-,  in  which  it  is  said  that  this  saint  founded  a  monastery  named  after 
St.  Pachomius,  near  Isna  (Esneh),  where  he  lived  a  most  ascetic  life,  fighting  with 
devils,  who  appeared  to  him  in  the  form  of  serpents.  A  gir!  was  brought  to  him, 
possessed  by  a  devil,  and  he  bade  her  parenis  anoint  her  with  oil  from  the  church 
lamp,  so  that  she  was  healed.  The  Mahometan  governor  of  Isna  used  to  consult 
Matthew  on  matters  of  importance,  and  send  him  presents  of  grapes,  figs,  pome- 
granates, myrtle,  and  jasmine. 

The  festival  of  St.  Matthew  the  Poor  is  kept  on  Kihak  7=Dec.  3  ;  and  the 
Symixarium  has  the  following  notice  on  that  (lay  : 

u    Ijilj   ^-^j.   JS    ^   ^^   liJl    l^   ij^^i   (:J^'-~^1    j/i'j   A-rV   ^'^  J*«J   u"^ 

.-y^.  ^j\  ^^j  ^w  J.,  «^  ji 

'  On  this  day  died  St,  Matthew  the  Poor.  This  saint  was  the  superior  of  a 
monastery  on  a  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aswan.  He  used  to  perform 
many  wonderful  works,  and  cast  out  devils;  and  he  was  counted  worthy  to 
possess  the  gift  of  healing,  so  that  he  used  to  pray  over  every  sick  man  who  was 
brought  to  him,  and  the  Lord  healed  the  sick  man  in  answer  to  his  prayers.' 

The  Synaxarium  then  relates  the  story  of  the  girl  wlio  was  swallowed  up,  in 
somewhat  different  terms  from  those  of  our  author,  and  concludes  thus : 

^~^  jjijiill  ^  (**•=■  («•  \:iy^  jJijil  ijljLj  1,11  1^1  siiwi, 
'Among  the  wondeiful  acts  recorded  of  this   l'"athcr  was  Ins  habit  of  feeding 
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tlie  following.  A  certain  maiden  had  two  brothers,  who  were  tempted 
by  Satan  to  commit  sin  with  her,  so  that  she  became  pregnant ;  and 
this  fact  became  apparent,  but  none  knew  the  cause.  So  her  parents 
brought  her  to  this  monk  ;  and  he  questioned  her  as  to  how  the  thing 
had  happened ;  and  she  confessed  all  to  him.  Then  he  raised  his 
hands  to  heaven  and  prayed  ;  and  the  earth  immediately  opened  and 
swallowed  her  up,  in  the  sight  of  her  parents.  This  is  attested  by  the 
History  of  the  Church  in  the  Life  of  the  Father  Alexander,  the  priest  Fol.  80  a 
of  the  monastery  of  To  Hcnaton'^,  who  became  forty-third  patriarch. 

Other  Churches  and  Monasteries  in  Upper  Egypt. 

In  the  district  called  Mir  there  are  three  churches. 

In  the  district  called  Sanabu"  there  are  twenty-seven  churches. 

In  the  district  called  Mansara  there  are  three  churches. 

§  Belteshazzar,  the  son  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  restored  the  land  of 
Kgypt  after  its  desolation  during  forty  years.  The  first  district  which 
he  restored  was  that  of  Al-Ushmijnain^ 

There  is  a  monastery  named   after  the  glorious  angel  Michael,  in 


wild  beasts  with  his  o«n  hand.  So  when  he  had  finished  his  course,  he  went  to  his 
rest  in  peace,  and  the  Lord  took  him  to  himself  May  his  acceptable  prayers  be 
with  all  those  who  are  baptized !     Amen 

Renaudot  (Hisl.  Pair.  p.  119)  cills  this  samt  '  Domilius,'  following  a  corrupt 
reading  (|_^js:iij)  in  one  passage  of  the  patriarchal  biography.  If  he  had  read 
a  little  more  carefully,  he  would  ha\e  found  the  name  written  a  few  lines  lower 
i^%~^,  '  MatLhew.' 

'  The  word  is  not  easy  to  read  in  the  MS.,  and  I  do  not  know  whetlier 
I  have  correctly  reproduced  the  form  intended  by  our  copyist.  But  that  Alexander 
came  from  the  monastery  of  Az-Zajdj,  on  the  sea-shore,  nine  miles  to  the  west 
of  Alexandria,  and  therefore  called  in  Greek  To  Hcnalon  (to  cvarov),  and  in 
Coptic  nigjeiti-TOn,  is  testified  by  the  patriarchal  biography.  Al-Makrizi 
also  informs  us  of  the  identity  of  the  Dair  az-Zajdj  with  the  Dair  al-HanaUin. 
See  also  Zoega,  Cat.  p.  337 ;  Amelineau,  Giogr.  p.  532. 

^  See  fol.  VV  b. 

'  This  piece  of  information  has  already  been  given  us  above,  fol.  23  b. 
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the  city  of  Kiis;  and  a  monastery  of  Saint  Sinuthlus  likewise;  and 
also  a  monastery  of  Saint  Pachomius. 

It  was  to  a  monastery  at  Akfahs  that  Anbd  SanhCit,  bishop  of  Mi§r, 
fled',  in  fear  of  Anbi  Michael  of  Sanjar,  the  sixty-eighth  patriarch, 
against  whom  he  was  in  schism ;  and  he  lived  in  the  monastery 
three  years. 

§  A  monastery  in  the  desert,  in  Upper  Egypt.  It  was  here  that 
Benjamin^,  the  thirty-eighth  patriarch,  lived  in  concealment,  in  the 
reign  of  Heraclius,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  who  was  a  Chalcedonian 
[heretic],  and  while  George,  son  of  Mennas,  the  Mukaukis,  was  ruling 
in  Egypt  until  the  end  of  ten  jear*;  through  fear  of  both  of  them, 
accordmg   to  the  warning  of  the  angel      This  was  the  period  during 


'  See  Rcnaudot  Hist  Pali    p  476 

'  The  patriarchal  historj  compiled  bj  Si.\erus  of  Al-Uihmllnain  slates  that 
when  the  monothelite  p-itriirth  Cirus  cinie  to  Alexandria,  an  angel  warned  ihe 
Jacobite  patriarch  Benjamin  (who  occufied  the  see  from  a.d.  622  to  660  ?)  to  flee 
and  lie  hid  for  ten  jear*,  since  tie  church  would  be  much  troubled  during  that 
period  and  to  bid  the  other  bi&hops  of  Egipt  also  flee  and  conceal  themselves. 
With  regard  to  Benjun)n  the  biographtr  protteds  : 

J^,j-ji\  vi^  w^  "!*  JrJi  dL»  ^UJ\  jSy  .,.-_*  wj'j  Jl  ^  s)U  ^j  JL\ 
tsjly  ^]Ji^\  ^^  ^  ul  j^  dU  ^^  j^jCJj  'ijj\  jj'S'j  d>Jl  u-iL-J  (.11  J 
,j^  ■i^\    JUS'  Jl    hj\  J  jj^j_^  J  ^U  J^  ^tslj  -M-Jl  Jl  ^j  ^.^ 

j^'J^^  iM  o^^-'  fy^'^i  Jy*  ^  J^  li" 
'He  set  out  by  the  road  to  Maryflt,  walking  on  foot,  by  night,  accompanied  by 
two  of  his  disciples,  until  he  arrived  at  Al-Muna,  whence  he  travelled  to  WSdi 
Habib.  There  the  monks  were  few  in  number,  for  it  was  not  long  after  the 
ravaging  of  those  monasteries,  which  took  place  under  the  patriarch  Damian; 
and  the  Berbers  did  not  allow  the  monks  to  multiply  in  the  Wadi  Habtb.  Then 
lienjamin  quitted  the  monasteries  of  WSdt  Habib,  and  went  to  Upper  Egypt, 
and  lived  in  concealment  there  in  a  small  monastery  in  the  desert,  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  ten  years  during  which  Heraclius  and  the  Mukaukiz  (sic)  ruled  the 
land  of  Egypt.'     (Brit,  Mus.  MS.  Or.  26,100,  p.  103,  line  26-p.  104,  line  4.) 
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which  the  emperor  oppressed  the  orthodox  people,  and  required  them 
to  conform  to  his  creed,  which  was  contrary  to  the  truth.  From  these 
two  men  the  Christians  suffered  great  persecution,  yet  they  would  not  Pol.  80  b 
deny  their  faith.  But  in  their  time  the  Hanifite  nation  appeared,  and 
humbled  the  Romans,  and  slew  many  of  them ;  and  took  possession 
of  the  whole  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Thus  the  Jacobite  Christians 
were  freed  from  the  tyranny  [of  the  Romans].  When  the  Muslims 
had  ruled  for  three  years,  and  the  patriarch  Benjamin  was  still  in 
concealment,  'Amr  ibn  al-'Asi  heard  of  that  which  had  happened  to 
him;  so  he  wrote  a  decree  of  protection  for  the  patriarch  and  all  his 
people ;  saying  in  the  decree :  '  Let  the  shaikh  and  patriarch  come 
forth  in  confidence,  with  regard  both  to  himself  and  to  all  the  Copts, 
who  are  in  the  land  of  Egypt  and  elsewhere,  for  they  shall  be  safe 
from  all  violence  and  treachery;'  and  so  on.  So  this  decree  of 
protection  reached  the  father  Benjamin  the  patriarch,  who,  in  con- 
sequence, came  forth  from  his  concealment,  confident  in  his  own 
immunity  and  in  that  of  his  people,  and  returned  to  Alexandria. 

The  first  appearance  of  the  Muslims  was  [in  the  time  of]  Andronicus 
the  Chaste,  the  scribe  who  became  the  thirty-seventh  patriarch ' ;  it 
was  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Heraclius,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  which 
was  the  year  933  of  Alexander^. 

§  There    is   a   monastery   in    Upper    Egypt    to   which   the    priest 
Ya'kCib'  fled,  that  he  might  serve  God  there.      He  had  formerly  been 
in  the  monastery  of  Saint  Macarius,  when  it  was  sacked,  with  the  other 
monasteries  of  WadI  Habib,  by  the  marauders.     He  afterwards  became  Pol.  81a 
patriarch. 

Bulyand  and  BakjArak. 

§  City  of  BulyanS^.  This  lies  to  the  west  of  the  Nile,  in  Upper 
Egypt.    Here  is  the  monastery  known  as  the  monastery  of  Banl  Milsi, 


'  Occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  616-622  (f);  Renaudot,  //isi.  Pair.  pp.  154-155. 
ur  author  means,  of  course,  the  first  preaching  of  the  Mahometan  religion  at  Mecca. 
^  I,  e.  of  the  Seleucian  era. 
'  The  fiftieth  patriarch ;  sat  a,  d.  826-836  ? 
•  To  the   south-east  of  JirjS  (Girgeh),  on  the  west  bank.     It  is  here  that 
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which  was  restored  at  the  expense  of  As-Safi,  who  was  its  abbot. 
It  hes  to  the  west  of  the  city,  and  its  correct  name  with  that  of 
its  church  is  said  to  be  Saint  Moses'.  The  pJan  of  construction  to 
be  found  in  this  monastery  is  unlike  any  that  can  be  seen  elsewhere. 
It  is  enclosed  within  a  wall.  Its  gate  is  plated  with  iron  and 
studded  with  nails.  It  contains  a  water-wheel,  which  irrigates  a 
plot  of  vegetables.  The  pure  body  [of  the  saint]  is  buried  in  the 
monastery. 

The  biography  of  AnbS  Christodulus,  the  sixty-sixth  patriarch, 
relates  that  the  pillars  of  this  monastery  all  transpired,  until  the  drops 
ran  down  hke  water;  and  shortly  after  this  the  small-pox  broke  out 
among  the  children  of  Egypt,  so  that  31,000  of  the  young  people 
died  in  less  than  a  month ;  and  wheat  was  sold  at  Cairo  at  eighty 
dinars  the  sack,  and  at  Alexandria  at  seventy-two  dinars^. 

At  BahjQrah^  there  is  a  church  of  the  glorious  Saint  George,  which 
is  beautifully  constructed,  well-lighted  and  spacious. 


travellers  land  for  Abj'dos.  The  Coptic  name  is  nOTpi-ttK.  It  is  now  in 
the  district  of  Bard  is,  in  the  province  of  Jirja,  and  in  1885  had  3,854  inhabitants. 
There  was  formerly  here  a  talisman,  which  served  as  a  protection  against 
crocodiles.  See  Al-Idrist  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  48]  ;  Yakut,  Geogr.  WSrl.  i.  p,  vre; 
Rec.  de  r&gyple,  ii.  p.  62  ;  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  93  f. 

'  The  festival  of  Abfl  MQsS,  or  Mtsis  the  Black,  is  kept  on  Ra'flnali  24  = 
June  18,  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  converted  robber,  who  became  a  monk,  and 
was  the  author  of  several  works.  See  Palladius,  Hisl.  Laus.  p.  55 ;  Paris  Synax- 
arium  ad  diem.     St.  Moses  is  represented  in  Venetian  paintings. 

^  This  dearth  was  in  the  year  359  of  the  Hegira  (a-d.  960-961),  and  in  the 
caliphate  of  A!-MustanBir, 

'  Al-Makrizi  mentions  a  church  of  the  apostles  at  this  place,  but  not  the 
church  of  St.  George.  Bahjflrah  was  formerly  in  the  province  of  Kfls,  but  is  now 
in  the  district  of  Farshflt,  in  the  province  of  KanS ;  and  in  1885  it  had  a  popu- 
lation of  4,654.  It  is  at  some  distance  from  the  bank,  and  was  the  centre  of 
a  sugar  district.  See  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Worl.  i.  p.  viv;  Revenue-list  in  De  Sacy, 
Abd-Allalif,  p.  70Z  ;  Rec.  de  VEgypk,  ii,  p.  60. 
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§  The  town  of  Kfls'.  The  meaning  of  this  word  is  '  to  enshroud ^' 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants  used  to  enshroud  the  kings  for  burial. 
The  town  is  enclosed  within  a  wall.  It  was  built  by  Kiis,  son  of  Kift, 
so  that  he  might  travel  thence  to  the  Oases  in  the  west,  and  in  the 
east  to  the  mines  of  gold  and  emeralds',  and  to  the  Hedjaz. 

§  The  monastery  known  by  the  name  of   Saint  Pisentius*,  bishop  Pol.  81  b 
of  Kift,     Its  church  is  named  after  the  Lady,  the  Pure  Virgin  Mary. 
This  monastery  stands  to  the  west  of  Kfls ;  and  it  contains  the  tomb 
of  Saint  Pisentius.     Outside  the  monastery,  and  to  the  west  of  it,  there 


'  Also  called  KOa  W^rwJr  {j.-,);  yojS,  KOJC  fiep^ip).  Formerly  the  capital 
of  a  province,  but  now  in  the  province  of  KanS  (Keneh),  with  10,282  inhabitants 
in  1885.  At  the  time  of  our  author  it  was  a  place  of  much  commercial  impor- 
tance. See  YSkOt,  Geogr.  Worl.  iv.  p.  r.i ;  AHdrist  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  48];  Al- 
Makrtzl,  Khifat,  i.  p.  rn  ;  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  400  f.  Al-Malcrtzi  says  that  in 
his  time  only  one  church  remained  at  Kfla. 

'  The  Coptic  KU3C  means  '  to  prepare  for  burial.' 

"  See  above,  foi.  zo  a, 

'  A  famous  bishop  of  Kift  in  the  seventh  century,  See  Am^Iineau,  Un  ^vegut 
de  Kefi  au  Vlleme  Sikh.     The  Synaxarium  says  at  Abtb  i3=July  7  : 

jUJl  ^i  j^A  i^f'i'lj  _/^y-l  W^  ij*  ir^  '-r^  ^J 
'  On  this  day  died  the  Father  Pisentius,  bishop  of  Kift.  This  saint  became 
a  monk  in  his  youth,  and  was  exceedingly  devout,  and  learnt  by  heart  many 
books,  among  which  were  the  Psalms  and  the  Twelve  Minor  Prophets.' 

He  had  a  power  of  performing  miracles ;  and  a  woman  was  healed  of  her 
sickness  by  swallowing  dust  from  his  footprints,  When  he  celebrated  the  liturgy 
he  is  said  to  have  been  conscious  of  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  his  angels  in 
the  sanctuary,  and  even  to  have  seen  them  with  his  bodily  eyes.  On  one  occasion 
a  priest,  celebrating  the  liturgy  in  the  presence  of  St.  Pisentius,  was  guilty  of  the 
irreverence  of  spitting,  for  which  he  was  severely  reproved  by  the  saint,  who  told 
him  that  he  had  actually  defiled  the  wing  of  a  cherub,  who  was  standing 
beside  the  altar ;  and  on  hearing  this  the  priest  was  stricken  with  remorse,  was 
carried  home  sick  and  died, 

h  h  [II.  7] 
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is  a  well  of  water  which  was  visited  by  our  Lady  and  the  Lord  Christ 
with  the  righteous  old  man  Joseph.  At  this  place  there  is  a  church 
named  after  the  holy  man,  Saint  Coluthus;  and  a  church  named  after  the 
glorious  Saint  Mercurius ;  and  the  church  of  Saint  John  ;  and  a  church 
named  after  Saint  Theodore;  and  a  church  of  the  glorious  martyr 
Saint  Mennas;  and  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  martyr  Saint 
George,  outside  Al-'Abbasah ;  and  a  church  named  after  the  glorious 
martyr  Stephen,  chief  of  the  deacons;  and  a  church  of  the  fathers 
and  disciples,  Peter  and  Paul ;  and  a  church  of  the  great  martyrs  and 
champions,  Cosmas  and  Damian,  their  brethren  and  their  mother ;  and 
the  church  of  tlie  glorious  angel  Michael ;  and  the  church  of  the  two 
great  and  glorious  martyrs  Peter  and  Paul,  outside  the  city,  restored 
by  the  blessed  Shaikh  'Izz  al-Kufat,  son  of  the  Shaikh  Mustafa  'l-Mulk 
Abfl  Yflsuf,  under  the  rule  of  the  Ghuzz  and  Kurds. 

There  is  a  church  called  Al-'Abb^sah  outside  this  city,  named  after 
the  saint  and  martyr  George,  which  has  already  been  mentioned.  It 
was  visited  by  Shdwar  as-Sa'di,  the  vizier,  while  he  was  governor  of 
Ku.s,  and  he  made  a  vow  which  he  promised  to  fulfil  when  he  should 
become  vizier;  and  God  allowed  him  to  obtain  his  desire,  for  he  was 
made  vizier  to  the  caliph,  Ai-'Adid  li-dini  'llah,  at  Misr,  in  the  month 
of  Muliarram  of  the  year  558  (a.d.  1162);  and  he  sent  that  which 
he  had  vowed  continually  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  18th  of 
Rabi'  the  Second,  in  the  year  564  (a.D.  1169);  when  the  Ghuzz  and 
the  Kurds,  led  by  Shirkuh  the  Kurd,  conquered  Egypt. 

%  The  meadow  known  as  that  of  Bant  Humaim,  the  Arab  tribe, 
lies  to  the  east,  in  the  district  called  Iknii.  There  was  on  the  estate 
of  Mara,  an  Arab,  a  church  named  after  the  glorious  saint  and  martyr 
George,  which  he  founded  on  the  bank  of  the  great  river,  Mard 
built  it  with  his  own  money ;  for  he  loved  this  saint,  who  appeared 
to  him  in  a  dream,  and  said  to  him:  'Build  a  church  to  my  name.* 
But  the  Muslims  were  indignant  with  Mara  on  this  account,  and  brought 
charges  against  him,  because  of  which  he  was  seized  by  Al-Majid 
Firis,  son-in-law  of  ShSwar,  when  the  latter  was  wSli  of  Kils,  who 
placed  him  in  fetters,  and  intended  to  put  him  to  death.  But  he  offered 
to  the  wali  much  money,  and  the  Christians  assisted  him  with  a  large 
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sum  of  money  ;  and  so  lie  was  released  out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor. 
Afterwards  Mar4  was  killed  by  Arabs^  in  the  desert;  and  he  was 
brought  to  the  side  of  this  church  and  buried  there.  It  is  said  that 
before  he  was  killed,  Saint  George  appeared  to  him  during  his  imprison- 
ment, and  spoke  with  him,  and  loosened  the  fetters  from  his  feet.  In 
this  church,  MarS  replaced  the  roof  of  timber  by  a  new  roof;  and  Poi.  82  b 
he  had  pictures  of  the  martyrs,  of  the  saints,  and  of  the  angels 
painted  in  the  church.  Other  restorations  were  undertaken  by  Fakhr 
ad-Daulah  Abu  '1-Makarim  ibn  al-Fath,  the  Alexandrian  scribe,  when 
he  was  in  this  place  in  the  year  892  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs 
(A.D.  I175-6). 

7"//!?   White  Monastery. 

§  The  monastery  of  the  great  saint  Sinuthius^,  near  Ikhmim.      In 
this  monastery  there  is  a  very  large  church,  spacious  enough  to  contain 


'  The  form  ij^Jc,  applied  especially  to  the.  desert  Arabs,  is,  of  course,  well 
known  in  laler  Arabic. 

^  See  p.  194,  note  z.  This  is  the  famous  White  Monastery  {^j,Sfy  j,.^\)  near 
Suhaj,  and  not  far  from  Ikhmtm,  though  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Nile  to  that 
town.  See  Norden's  Plate  LXXXIX,  which  shows  Dair  al-Abiad,  or  the  \Vhite 
Monastery,  and  Plate  XC,  which  shows  Ikhmim :  also  Curzon's  Monasteries  of  the 
Levant,  ch.  xi  (p.  128},  and  the  description  and  references  given  in  Coptic  Churches, 
vol.  i.  p.  351  seq.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking  that  neither  the  measure- 
ments nor  the  description  which  I  borrowed  for  the  latter  work  from  Denon  and 
from  others  have  proved  accurate.  Pococke's  plan  and  section  face  p.  246  of  vol.  i. 
The  site  of  the  church  is  now  so  encumbered  with  houses  which  cover  the  greater 
part  of  it — a  whole  village  in  fact  lies  within  the  walls  of  the  church — that  to  make 
an  accurate  plan  will  require  a  great  expenditure  of  time  and  labour,  and  probably 
of  money.  Ikhmim,  the  X«>^«  (Xfcf")  of  Herodotus  (lib.  ii.  91)  and  Diodorus 
(lib.  i.  18),  was  famed  for  its  linen  according  to  Strabo  (lib.  xvii) — a  fame  which 
has  been  abundantly  confirmed  in  the  last  few  years  by  the  discovery  of  the  rich 
textiles  now  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum. 

The  designation  'White  Monastery'  was  already  given  in  the  time  of  our  author, 

for  Yakflt  speaks  of  the  foundation  of  St.  Sinuthius  under  that  name  {Geogr.  Wort. 

ii.  p.  Tfi),  mentioning  also  another  '  White  Monastery,'  which  overlooked  i 

h  h  2 
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thousands  of  people,  and  within  it  are   the   bodies  of  the   two   pure 


The  following  is  M.  Am^lineau's  ac  f  h  j    f  1 

it  is  at  present ; 

'  L'ceuvre   de    ces   braves   gens   [i,      S     ^      1  d   1      m     k  ] 

aujourd'hui.     Pis  une  pierre  n'a  boug^      Q       d  d     1  I  se  dd      h 

en  avant  de  la  montagne  elle  se  pr^se  m         b  ^    d    f 

plutdt  une  fortcre  se  qu  un  monaslfere,      L  n  g  1  f 

a  la  manifere  des  anciens  figyptiens,  p  f    d        L     bl        d    p 

fournis  par  les  temples  de  la  vJUe  ruin^e  ont  dfi  §lre  coupes  et  tallies  de  nouveau : 
cependant  ils  montient  encore  leur  emploi  primitif.  Les  murs  d'une  grande 
profondeur  nont  pis  moiis  de  120  mfetres  de  longueur  sur  cent  en  largeur.  La 
hauteur  en  est  tres  grande  et  tout  autour  r^gne  une  sorte  de  corniche  peinte 
qui  rappelle  k  chapilcaux  de  certaines  colonnes  de  la  grande  salle  hypostyle  de 
Karnak.  On  distingue  encore  quelques  restes  des  couleurs  dont  les  pierres 
etaient  revalues  On  entrait  au  monast&re  par  deux  portes  qui  se  faisaient  face, 
el  dont  I'une  a  ^t^  murife  depuis.  Celle  par  laquelle  on  entre  aujourdhui  est 
d'une  profondeur  de  plus  dt  15  metres;  quand  on  y  passe  I'obscurite  fait  la 
frisson.  Les  moines  qui  la  traversaient  Etaient  \raiment  sorlis  du  monde. 
A.  droite  de  cette  p^rte  se  trouve  la  "grandt  ^glibe",  k  I'entrie  on  loit  encnre 
deux  colonnes  de  marbre  dont  on  n'a  pu  irouver  I'eniploi  .  L  ^glise  elle-mSme 
a  la  forme  de  toutes  les  ^glises  copies  avec  ses  cinq  coupoles.  La  coupole  du 
fond  est  orn^e  de  peintures  encore  bien  conserv^es,  avec  des  inscriptions  copies 
en  I'honneur  du  fondateur :  elles  sont  sans  doute  posti?rieures  \  Schnoudi. 
L'obscurit^  de  cette  ^glise  empSche  de  reconnaiire  !es  peintures  et  de  lire  les 
inscriptions ;  il  faut  se  trouver  au  monastfere  avant  a  heures  du  soir  .  .  .  Le 
long  des  murs  se  trouvaient  des  cellules,  et  les  grandes  salles  de  riSunion ;  tout 
a  disparu  aujourd'hui,  car  les  huttes  actuelles  sont  r^centes.  Au-dessus  de  I'^glise 
dans  r^paisseur  des  murs,  on  avait  pratiqu^  une  rampe  qui  conduisait  k  la  terrassc  ; 
k  gauche  de  cette  rampe  en  terre  on  avait  construit  des  chambres  .  .  .  Les  con- 
structions du  c6t^  gauche  de  I'^glise  sont  seules  demeur<!es  debout:  celles  du 
c6t6  droit  n'offrent  plus  que  des  mines  0&  Ton  ne  peut  se  risquer.'  (Fie  de 
Schnoudi,  p.  88,) 

It  should  be  added  that  ihe  first  monastery  on  the  fcite  of  the  present  '  White 
Monastery'  was  founded  by  Abi  BajGl,  ihe  teacher  of  St,  Sinuthius,  who  built  ihe 
much  larger  one  which  slill  exists.     {Op.  cit.  p.  47.)     (A.  J,  B.) 


y  Google 


THE  WHITE  MONASTERY.  337 

disciples,  Bartholomew'  and  Simon  the  Canaanite,  two  of  the  twelve 
Apostles.  The  body  of  the  great  saint  Sinuthius,  the  archimandrite^ — 
a  word  which  means  'superior  of  the  superiors' — is  in  a  monastery 
at  the  top  of  the  mountain  called  Atribah^ ;  it  was  contained  in 
a  chest  until  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by  Shirkflh  and  the  Ghuzz 
who  accompanied  him,  and  who  broke  open  the  chest ;  and  the  body 
was  taken  out  of  it,  and  concealed  in  the  ground  jn  an  unconsecrated 
chamber  near  the  altar.  In  this  monastery  there  is  a  keep ;  and  there 
is  around  the  keep  and  the  monastery  also  a  wall  of  enclosurCj  within 
which  there  is  a  garden  full  of  al!  sorts  of  trees. 

That  part  of  the  history  of  the  church,  which  describes  the  patriar- 
chate of  Anba  Kha'i!,  the  forty-sixth  patriarch,  relates*  that  Al-Kfisim  Fol.  83  a 
ibn  'Ubaid  Allah,  waU  of  Egypt,  was  an  unenlightened  and  wicked 
man.  He  employed  large  boats^  to  carry  his  odalisques  [up  and  down 
the  river]  to  all  parts  of  the  country  as  far  as  Uswan,  together  with 
his  body-guard  and  troops.  In  one  of  his  journeys  he  came  to  this 
monastery,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  odalisques,  whom  he  greatly 
loved ;  and  both  of  them  were  riding  upon  horses.  Now  there  was 
in  this  monastery  an  aged  monk  who  was  the  superior  of  the  monks. 


'  This  apparenily  contradicts  the  statement  above  that  St.  Bartholomew's  body 
was  in  the  Oasis  of  Al-Bahnasa;  but  perhaps  relics  said  to  be  his  existed  at  both 
places.     Qualremfere  quotes  this  passage,  AUm.  i.  p.  14  f. 

^  So  the  Coptic  and  Arabic  panegyrics  on  this  saint  call  him  : 

A.ni.  cgeito'c'f  ninpecfi-vrepoc  crogj  ni*.pxi-**-^n2s,piXKc 

'  There  was  a  mountain  and  also  a  village  of  this  name,  called  in  Coptic 
^Xpane  or  ^.Tpene,  and  in  Arabic  i^,}\,  S-j^jI,  and  below  on  fol.87  a  even 
Lojjjl.  On  the  mountain  the  'White  Monastery'  was  situated,  so  that  it  was 
called  'The  Sinai  of  St.  Sinuthius'  (Amiilineau,  Mem.  pour  servir,  p.  392;  cf. 
Ge'ogr.  p.  70  f,) 

'  This  story  is  related  in  the  biography  of  the  patriarch  Michael  or  Khl'il ; 
see  Anc. Fonds  Arabe  139,  p.  142,  line  aoff. 

"  The  expression  used  in  the  patriarchal  history  is  djl\l  jy^  Ji*  t_iL», 
'  boats  like  royal  palaces.' 
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So  the  monks  went  forth  to  meet  Al-Kasini  and  brought  him  into 
the  monastery,  together  with  the  odalisque  who  was  with  him  ;  and 
they  passed  through  the  first  door,  and  through  the  second  which 
leads  into  the  enclosure  of  the  church ;  and  they  went  as  far  as  the 
door  which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  church,  still  riding  upon  their 
horses-  But  as  they  were  about  to  enter  into  the  church,  this  old 
man,  the  superior  of  the  monastery,  cried  out,  saying:  'Alight  [from 
thy  horse],  O  emir,,  and  enter  not  with  such  pride  into  the  house  of 
God,  above  all  in  the  company  of  this  woman;  for  never  from  the 
beginning  has  any  woman  entered  into  this  church!  I  fear  for  this 
woman  therefore,  if  she  shall  enter  into  this  church  ! '  But  the  emir 
paid  no  heed  to  the  words  [of  the  old  man],  but  entered  on  horseback, 
together  with  his  odalisque  and  the  soldiers  who  were  with  him.  So 
when  he  came  to  the  middle  of  the  church,  his  horse  plunged  with 
him,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground ;  and  through  his  fall  the  horse  which 
Fol.  83  b  the  woman  was  riding  also  plunged,  so  that  she  fell  to  the  ground 
and  died  on  the  spot ;  and  the  horse  that  was  under  her  died  also. 
And  as  for  Al-Kasim,  the  aforesaid  governor,  there  descended  upon 
him  the  spirit  of  an  unclean  devil,  which  buffeted  him,  so  that  he 
foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  his  teeth  gnashed  like  the  tusks  of  a  wild 
boar.  But  when  he  had  recovered  a  little,  he  understood  the  evil  that 
he  had  done,  and  repented  of  his  rashness,  and  that  he  had  not  listened 
to  the  bidding  of  the  aged  superior.  Then  he  called  the  superior  and 
said  to  him;  'To-day  I  have  sinned,  because  I  did  not  listen  to  the 
counsel  which  thou  didst  address  to  me.  But  now  the  mysteries  of 
this  place  have  been  manifested  to  me  so  that  I  do  not  doubt  them. 
I  desire  therefore,  O  shaikh,  that  thou  shouldest  accept  this  gift  of 
money,  and  pray  for  me  that  God  may  forgive  me,  and  may  not  deal 
with  me  as  I  deserve,  because  I  ventured  into  the  house  of  God,  and 
entered  it  riding  on  horseback  together  with  my  companions.'  Then 
the  aged  monk  consoled  him,  and  would  not  accept  anything  from 
him ;  but  the  emir  adjured  hjm  and  forced  him,  and  showed  humility 
towards  him,  and  at  last  induced  him  to  take  four  hundred  dinars, 
saying :  '  I  ask  God  to  pardon  thee,  0  shaikh,  that  thou  mayest  ask 
him  to  pardon  mc  this  sin  which  broke  from  me.' 
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Now  there  was  in  the  church  a  wooden  chest  of  ^(Jjirw-wood  inlaid 
with  ivory',  and  containing  three  shelves,  which  Saint  Sinuthius  had 
made  to  contain  books,  and  he  used  to  inscribe  there  the  amount  of 
votive  offerings  accruing  to  the  monasteries.  And  a  certain  shaikh 
accompanying  the  emir,  named  Ar-RaySn,  who  had  been  wall  of  Fol.f 
Egypt  before  Al-Kasim,  and  was  his  friend,  begged  that  he  might  take 
this  chest  away  with  him.  But  he  was  informed  that  the  chest  was 
the  property  of  the  church,  and  that  it  was  impossible  that  it  should 
be  removed ;  but  he  would  not  listen  to  that,  although  the  great  miracle 
that  had  happened  was  told  him.  And  he  commanded  a  body  of  men 
to  carry  it  out  of  the  church  ;  but  they  were  not  able  to  do  so.  So 
when  he  saw  this  other  wonder,  he  asked  pardon  of  God  most  high, 
and  made  a  gift  of  three  hundred  dinars  of  his  money.  Then  they 
departed.  And  they  were  filled  with  doubts  and  dismay ;  and  the 
unclean  spirit  did  not  cease  to  possess  Al-Kasim,  chastising  him  at 
all  times  until  the  hour  of  his  death. 

§  Bahr4m^,  the  Armenian  Christian,  who  had  been  vizier  in  the 
caliphate  of  A!-Hafiz,  became  a  monk  in  this  monastery  after  he  was 
banished  from  his  office.  Then  he  desired  to  go  to  Cairo,  although 
he  was  exceedingly  ill  and  weak ;  so  he  was  carried  to  Cairo  and 
arrived  there  still  living, 

§  Nestorius  the  heretic,  who  had  been  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
was  buried  in  the  city  of  Ikhmim,  after  he  had  been  in  banishment 
there  for  seven  years,  in  the  year  543  ^     Now  when  rain  falls,  it  docs 


'  The  Copts  were  famous  for  their  skill  in  ivory  inlaying,  for  examples  of 
which  see  Coptic  Churches,  ii.  p.  66,  &c.     (A.  J.  B.) 

°  See  above,  fol.  6  a. 

'  If  this  date  is  reckoned  from. the  era  of  the  martyrs,  it  is  very  inaccurate ;  and 
if,  which  is  unlikely,  it  is  reckoned  from  the  birth  of  Christ,  it  is  still  wrong  by  nearly 
a  hundred  years,  since  the  date  of  the  death  of  Nestorius  is  a.d.  450  or  451,  and 
that  of  his  banishment  a.d.  435.  His  death  anticipated  the  Council  of  Chalcedon, 
which,  according  to  Zacharias  the  rhetorician,  he  had  been  invited  to  attend ;  see 
Land,  Anecd.  Syr.  iii.  p.  1 18  ;  Evagrius,  lib.  ii.  c.  z ;  Assemani,  Bib.  Or.  ii.  pp.  40  and 
55,  Eut3chiusstates  that  the  banishment  lasted  for  seven  years  {ji«ffa/M,  ii.  p.  12); 
andrelates,asAbilSalilidoes,  that  rain  never  falls  on  the  tomb  of  Nestorius.  (A.J.B.) 
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not  descend  upon  his  tomb,  because  he  was  the  cause  of  the  Council 
of  Chaicedon. 

Story  of  Febronia. 

§  At  Al-Jtmfldat ',  in  the  province  of  Upper  Egypt,  there  is  a  con- 
vent, to  the  east  of  that  district,  in  which  there  were  nuns,  of  virginal 
life,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  Marwan  al-Ja'dt,  the  last  of  the  Omeyyad 
Pol.  84  b  caliphs,  summoned  the  BashrCid  or  Bashmurites^  to  assist  him  in  his 
war,  when  he  fled  from  the  Abbaside  ;  and  he  allowed  them  to  plunder 
and  take  prisoners  and  slay  [as  they  would] ;  so  they  set  about  doing 
so.  Among  the  places  which  they  attacked  was  this  convent,  .which 
they  afterwards  plundered ;  and  among  the  nuns  there  was  a  young 
maiden  ^  named  Febronia,  who  had  come  from  Syria  to  this  convent, 
when  she  was  three  years  old,  and  had  grown  up  within  its  walls ; 
and  she  was  of  great  beauty.  So  when  the  Bashmurites  saw  her,  they 
were  astonished  at  her,  on  account  of  her  beauty ;  and  they  said  one 
to  the  other  r  'Never  was  such  beauty  seen  in  the  world!'  So  they 
took  her  and  brought  her  out  from  the  convent,  and  separated  her 
from  her  sisters  the  virgins,  and  consulted  with  one  another  as  to  what 
they  should  do  with  her ;  and  some  of  them  said  :  '  Let  us  cast  lots 
for  her ; '  but  others  said  :  '  Let  us  take  her  to  the  prince.'  But  while 
they  were  consulting  upon  these  and  similar  proposals,  she  said  to 
them :  '  Where  is  your  chief,  that   I   may  tell  him  of  a  great  secret. 


'  I  cannot  identify  this  place. 

'  On   the  Bashmuriles  see  Zoega,  Cal.  p.  139  ff.;    Quatremere,  Recherches, 
p.  147  ff.  ('  Sur  le  Diakcte  baschmourique  '),  &c.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  This  story  is  related  in  full  by  John  the  Deacon  in  his  life  of  the  patriarch 
KhS'Il,  included  among  the  patriarchal  biographies  collected  by  Severus  of  Al- 
Ushmfinain;  see  Ant.  Fonds  Arabt  1 39,  p.  i7off.;  cf.  Renaudot,  Hist.  Pair.  p.  226  f, 
and  Quatremfere,  Recherches,  p.  155.  The  events  are  also  stated  in  a  few  words  by 
Al-Maktn,  Hist.  Sarac.  (ed.  Erpenius),  p.  99,  and  by  Al-Makrlzi.  The  name 
Febronia  (Fibrflniyah)  is  well  known  to  the  Copts  through  the  c 
of  the  martyr  of  Nisibis  of  thai  name  on  Abib  1  =  June  25.     (A.  j.  B.) 
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worth  a  great  sum  of  money?  And  then  you  will  let  me  return  to 
my  sisters  in  the  convent  in  which  I  was  brought  up ;  for  I  am 
a  virgin,  and  have  lived  in  retirement  in  the  convent,  apart  from 
men,  and  serving  God,  to  whom  be  praise  1 '  Then  the  leader  of  the 
band  answered  her  and  said  :  '  Here  I  am  !  What  is  it  that  thou  wilt  tell 
me,  and  what  is  the  secret  which  thou  saidst  was  worth  much  money?' 
So  she  said  to  him  :  '  My  ancestors  were  wise,  valiant,  and  warlike  ;  Fol.  86  a 
and  they  possessed  a  secret  which  they  inherited  from  their  ancestors, 
and  disclosed  to  no  one  else.  They  engaged  in  great  wars,  and  they 
returned  in  safety,  without  a  wound  to  any  one  of  them ;  and  the 
cause  ,of  this  was  that  they  knew  certain  names  which  they  repeated 
over  the  oil  with  which  they  anointed  themselves  ;  then  they  went 
out  to  the  wars,  and  neither  the  sword  nor  the  arrow  nor  the  spear 
did  any  harm  to  them.  Now  this  is  what  you  stand  in  need  of.  If 
therefore  thou  wilt  let  me  go  back  to  my  convent,  I  will  confer  this 
benefit  upon  thee,  and  show  thee  this  great  secret,  and  I  will  give  thee 
what  I  have  of  this  oil ;  and  if  thou  dost  not  believe  my  word,  then 
anoint  with  it  whomsoever  thou  pleasest,  and  behold  the  truth  of  my 
words.'  Then  he  said  to  her :  '  Anoint  thyself  with  this  oil ;  for  no  one 
else  will  be  easily  persuaded  to  do  so;  nor  will  I  make  the  experiment 
upon  any  of  my  comrades.'  So  she  said  to  him  :  'Wilt  thou  swear  to 
me,  before  1  reveal  this  secret  to  thee,  that  thou  wilt  let  me  go,  and 
restore  me  to  my  convent  and  the  place  in  which  I  was  brought  up  ? ' 
Then  he  swore  to  her,  saying :  '  I  will  let  thee  go,  and  will  not  allow  any 
of  my  comrades  to  take  thee  captive.'  Then  she  said  to  him  :  '  Let 
me  go  back  to  my  place  with  thee  and  no  other,  that  I  may  take  the 
oil  and  anoint  myself  with  it  in  thy  presence.'  So  he  went  with  her 
into  the  convent ;  and  she  approached  the  picture  of  the  Lady,  and 
prayed  before  it,  and  begged  the  Virgin  to  assist  her  to  obtain  deliver- 
ance; and  then  she  anointed  herself  on  the  neck  with  oil  of  the  lamp.  Tol.  85  b 
Then  he  said  :  '  I  will  not  make  the  experiment  except  in  the  presence 
of  my  comrades.'  So  he  returned  to  them  with  her,  and  told  them  all 
that  had  happened,  and  said  to  them:  'Know  that  I  have  sworn  to 
this  maiden,  that  if  her  words  prove  true  I  will  let  her  go,  and  will 
allow  none  of  my  comrades  to  have  power  over  her.  Do  you  then 
ii  [IL7.] 
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agree  with  me  in  tills  matter?'  Then  they  said  to  him  :  'We  will  not 
oppose  thee ;  and  if  this  secret  be  true  we  shall  obtain  much  advantage 
from  it.'  Then  he  said ;  '  This  maiden  said,  "  Try  it  on  whomsoever  thou 
mayest  wish,"  so  I  said  to  her,  "It  is  fittest  to  try  it  on  thee;"  and  she 
consented;  and  she  anointed  her  neck  with  it;  but  I  did  not  think 
fit  to  try  it  except  in  your  presence.'  Then  he  commanded  one  of 
his  comrades,  who  had  a  sharp-edged  sword  with  him,  and  said  to 
him,  'Come,  strike  her  upon  the  neck  with  this  sword  that  thou  hast 
with  thee ;  and  if  we  see  the  result  to  be  successful,  you  will  agree  with 
me  to  let  her  go.'  So  they  consented  to  his  bidding.  Then  that  man 
arose  and  drew  his  sword,  and  the  maiden  bent  her  knees  and  displayed 
her  neck;  but  they  did  not  know  that  which  was  in  her  heart.  Then 
she  covered  her  face,  and  said :  '  If  there  is  any  strong  man  among 
you,  let  him  strike  with  his  sword  upon  my  neck,  and  you  will  see  the 
power  of  God  in  this  great  secret.'  So  that  man  whom  their  chief  had 
appointed  went  forward  to  her,  and  struck  with  all  his  might ;  and 
her  head  immediately  fell  from  her  body ;  for  it  was  her  purpose  by 
1  this  means  to  preserve  her  maidenhood,  that  she  might  appear  before 
Christ  a  pure  virgin,  as  she  had  been  created,  without  earthly  stain. 
So  when  the  ignorant  Bashmurites  saw  what  had  befallen  the  maiden, 
they  knew  at  last  what  had  been  her  intention ;  and  they  repented 
and  were  exceedingly  sad,  and  did  no  injury  henceforth  to  any  of 
those  virgins,  but  let  them  go,  and  refrained  from  the  undertakings 
which  they  had  planned,  and  restored  to  the  nuns  all  that  they  had 
pillaged  from  their  convent. 

Ikhmhn  and  the  neighbourhood. 

§  In  the  city  of  Ikhmim  there  were  seventy  churches  until  the  end 
of  the  year  552  of  the  Arabs  (a,  D.  i  157). 

In  the  district  of  DimnCl^  there  is  a  church,  on  the  western  bank 
of  the  river,  named  after  the  glorious  saint  Abfl  Bagham. 


^  YSkfit  mentions  a  large  and  much  frequented  church  at  DimnQ,  which  is 
[1  the  west  of  the  Nile,  opposite  to  Ikhmim,  and  is  now  included  in  the  district 
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There  is  also  the  monastery  of  Saint  Pachomius  ^  at  Barjanils,  in  the 
district  of  Tahd. 

There  is  the  monastery  of  Abfl  HalbSnah^,  to  the  east  of  Ikhmim, 
near  which  there  is  a  spring  of  water  which  runs  from  the  mountain 
into  a  reservoir  there- 

The  monastery  of  Saint  Paul,  the  superior  of  the  monastery  in 
Upper  Egypt. 

The  monastery  of  Saint  Pachomius,  the  superior  of  the  monastery 
of  Ilihmim. 

§  The  Book  of  the  Monasteries  by  Ash-Shabushtl  relates  that  there 
is  in  the  district  of  Ikhmim  a  large  monastery  to  which  visitors  come 
from  all  parts;  and  it  is  near  the  mountain  called  Jabal al-Kakf^.  At 
a  certain  place  on  this  mountain  there  is  a  fissure;  and  on  the  day 
when  that  monastery  keeps  its  festival,  all  the  birds  of  the  species  Fol.  8 
called  Abfi  Ktr*  come  to  this  place;  and  it  is  a  great  wonder  to  see 
the  multitude  of  the  birds,  and  to  hear  their  cries,  and  to  behold  their 
assembling  around  that  fissure.  Then,  one  after  the  other,  without 
ceasing,  they  insert  their  heads  into  the  fissure,  and  place  their  beaks 
in  the  cavity  of  the  mountain,  and  utter  a  cry  and  come  away ;  and  this 
they  do  until  the  head  of  one  of  them   is  caught  in  the  fissure,  and 


of  Sfihaj,  in  the  province  of  Jirja,  with  a  population  in  1885  of  369  inhabitants. 
See  Yakfif,  Geogr.  War/,  ii.  p.  1 . 1  ;  Am^lineau,  GSgr.  p.  138  f. 

'  This  famous  abbot  of  Tabennesi  or  Tabenna  is  commemorated  by  the 
Copts  on  Eashans  z=April  aj,  but  by  the  Roman  church  on  May  14.  He 
seems  to  have  died  in  a.d.  348  or  349  at  an  advanced  age,  after  establishing 
a  set  oF  rules  for  the  monastic  life.  See  Ada  SS.  at  May  14 ;  Am^lineau,  Hist, 
tfe  S.  Pakk^rne  et  de  sis  communauUs. 

^  It  is  apparently  this  convent  which  Pococke  describes  (vol.  i.  p.  78)  as 
lying  'to  ihe  east  of  Akhmim'  and  'being  one  of  the  most  dismal  retirements  he 
ever  saw,'  Pococke  mentions  the  spring  and  the  well  called  'Bir  Elahara.'  In 
Pocoeke's  name  for  this  monastery  '  Dermadoud '  (Dair  Madfld  t)  there  is  no 
correspondence  wuh  (liat  given  by  Abil  SSlih,  which  is,  of  course,  a  name  of 
dedication,  not  of  locahtj      {A.  ].  B.) 

'  Al-Makrtzi  sajs  that  this  is  part  of  the  Jabal  at-Tair. 

*  See  above,  fol.  19  b. 
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he  hangs  there,  beating  with  his  wings  until  he  dies ;  and  after  that 
all  the  birds  fly  away  until  not  one  of  them  is  left  there. 
That  monastery  is  celebrated  for  its  wonderful  miracles. 

Ansina  and  the  neighbourhood. 

\  At  Ansina^  was  the  house  of  Mary  the  Copt",  who  was  born  and 
grew  up  at  this  place.  She  it  was  whom  the  Muljaukis  sent  as  a  gift 
to  Mahomet,  who  married  her ;  and  the  purpose  of  the  Mukaukis  in 
sending  Mary  the  Copt,  was  that  through  her  he  might  be  connected 
by  affinity^  with  Mahomet.  The  house  of  Mary  was  afterwards  turned 
into  a  mosque. 

The  district  known  as  AnsinS.  This  was  the  name  of  one  of  the 
sons  of  Kift,  son  of  Mizraim,  who  built  it  for  certain  sorcerers.  [There 
is  here]  the  monastery  of  a  saint  called  Abu  Tabih^,  whose  body  is 
contained  within  it. 

There  is  a  monastery  named  after  the  saint  Coluthus,  who  was 
a  priest,  and  suffered  martyrdom  by  burning  while  he  was  still  alive; 
he  was  of  a  beautiful  countenance;  and  he  obtained  the  crown  of 
martyrdom;  and  his  body  is  contained  within  the  monastery. 
1  At  Ansina  there  is  also  a  church  named  after  the  saint  and  great 
martyr  George ;  and  a  church  of  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore  the 
Eastern ;  and  a  monastery  of  the  great  saint  Sinuthius,  on  Mount 
AndaribS'^  in  which  many  holy  monks  have  lived,  especially  the  holy 
champion  and  ascetic,  the  blessed  Anb4  Yasib. 


'  We  now  return  northwards  to  Ansina  or  Shaikh  'Abddah,  the  famous  '  Red 
Monastery'  opposite  to  Ikhmim  being  disregarded.  The  want  of  plan  and 
completeness  in  the  work  of  Abli  Salili  is  here  again  conspicuous.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  Mary  the  Copt,  the  concubine  of  the  prophet  Mahomet,  was  a  native  of 
Hafn,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  AnainS.  See  Ibn  Hishdm,  Sirah  Muhammad 
(ed. Wustenfeld),  i.  pp.  a  and  in  ;  cf.  YakOt,  Geogr.  Wvrt.  ii.  p.  rio. 

'  Rather,  that  the  Egyptians  might  be  connected  with  Mahomet  by  affinity. 

'  So  Quatremfere,  who  makes  use  of  this  passage  of  Abfl  Salih  ;  see  Mem.  i. 
p.  4r. 

"  I  take  this  to  be  another  form  of  Atribah  or  Adrlbah  {see  above,  fol.  82  b), 
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At  Ansina  there  is  also  the  monastery  of  Al-Khadim,  and  the  church 
named  after  Manasseh,  which  was  built  over  the  tomb  of  that  Yasib 
on  account  of  the  number  of  miracJes  and  the  heaHng  of  diseases 
which  were  manifested  at  it. 

At  Ansina  also  there  is  a  church  called  the  'Church  of  the  Water,' 
in  which  festival  is  kept  in  memory  of  the  great  martyrs  and  champions 
of  the  name  of  Christ,  whose  number  is  forty-one'. 

There  is  also  a  church  named  after  Saint  Theodore  Basr4dilAdus 
outside  Ansini. 

The  monastery  of  Matthew  on  the  mountain,  which  was  restored 
by  the  blessed  priest,  the  fisherman^  of  Ansin^.  This  blessed  priest 
used  to  make  fishing-nets,  while  he  was  keeping  the  monastic  rule  ; 
and  many  became  monks  in  this  monastery  for  his  sake.  Matthew 
was  a  native  of  Askit^,  and  he  used  to  pray  over  the  oil,  and  whatever 
sick  person  was  anointed  with  it  was  healed  of  his  disease  through 
the  power  of  God  which  dwelt  in  him ;  and  he  used  to  cast  out  devils 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  from  those  who  were  possessed  by  unclean  spirits. 

UsyM  and  its  neighbmtrhood. 
District  of  Shutb*,  in   the   province   of  SQyiit^     This   town   was  I'd.  87  b 

and  the  allusion  to  be  to  the  White  Monastery,  opposite  to  Ikhmtm,  which  has 
already  been  spoken  of.  The  MS.  has  Uj.JjI,  and  Quatremere  transcribes  it  by 
'  Andrina; '  see  his  Mem.  i.  p.  42,  where  this  passage  is  quoted  in  substance. 

■  The  Forty  Martyrs  of  Sebaste. 

^  I.e.  St.  Matthew  the  Poor,  who  has  already  been  named  above,  p.  228. 

'  I.e.  the  desert  of  Scyalhis  or  Scete,  afterwards  called  Wadl  Habib. 

•  A  little  to  the  south-east  of  Suyflfc,  Usyfit,  or  AsyQt,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river.  It  is  the  Coptic  gjCOTTX;  and  in  1885  it  had  4,008  inhabitants.  See 
YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wort,  iii,  p.  r  1 .  ;  Am^lineau,  Ge'ogr.  p.  4  23  f. 

°  Suyflt,  Asyflt,  or  Usylit  is  the  largest  town  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  has  been 
a  place  of  great  importance  from  remote  antiquity.  The  Coptic  CJUJC^X,  and 
the  Greek  Lycopolis,  it  is  now,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  our  author,  the  capital 
of  a  province,  and  in  i88g  h  had  31,398  inhabitants.  See  Yakflt,  Gcogr.  Wiirt. 
i.  p.  i-vr ;  Al-ldrisi  (trans.  Jaubert),  1.  p.  126 ;  Amelineau,  Ge'ogr.  pp.  464-466. 
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built  by  Manfa'fls,  the  king;  and  its  name  means  the  'Beloved.'  The 
Ratl^  is  here  equivalent  to  i,ooo  dirhatns.  From  this  town  there  is 
a  road  to  the  Oases.  There  were  formerly  in  the  town  cooks  belonging 
to  the  king.  There  is  no  finer  bed  of  river-slime  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  than  that  found  here,  nor  any  that  has  a  sweeter  smell  ;  it  is 
enclosed  by  mountains  and  is  deposited  by  the  water  of  the  Nile;  its 
extent  is  30,000  fedd^ns,  all  in  one  plain ;  and  if  a  little  of  it  were 
rubbed  in  the  fingers  it  would  spread  out  evenly,  and  some  of  it  would 
extend  beyond  the  sides  ;  in  it  they  sow  flax  and  wheat  and  clover  and 
other  crops.  It  is  said  that  there  is  nowhere  in  Egypt  anything  like  this 
level  unbroken  expanse  of  cultivated  fields  ^  or  any  more  delightful 
place  where  the  beauties  of  the  country  can  be  better  enjoyed  than  this, 
when  its  crops  are  in  full  luxuriance,  and  when  the  flowers  appear ;  they 
say  there  is  nothing  more  admirable  to  be  seen.  The  whole  of  it  on  the 
west  is  enclosed  by  a  mountain,  white  in  colour,  and  of  the  form  of 
a  tailasSn^,  which  looks  as  if  it  were  a  cascade  of  silver ;  and  not  a  word 
spoken  can  be  heard  there  on  account  of  the  great  noise  of  the  birds. 

At  UsyQt  no  Jews  live ;  nor  does  a  single  Jew  travel  that  way, 
unless  he  is  taking  a  journey  and  passes  it  on  the  road. 

The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  brick  wall  and  has  seven  gates,  namely, 
Bab  al-Jabal  on  the  north  ;  K^b  Wardis ;  on  the  east  Bab  al-Arman ; 


'  The  Egyptian  pound  weight. 

'^  Referring  lo  the  mountains  just  mentioned,  the  writer  in  Murray's  Egypt 
says,  in  curious  agreement  with  Abu  Salih,  '  The  view  from  these  hills  over  the 
town  of  Asyoot  (sic),  and  the  green  plain  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  is  the 
prettiest  perhaps  to  be  seen  in  Egypt.  The  brightness  of  the  green  is  perfectly 
dazzling,  and  of  a  tint  such  as  probably  can  be  seen  nowhere  else  in  the  world : 
it  stretches  away  too  for  miles  on  either  side  "unbroken,"  as  Dean  Stanley  so 
graphically  says,  "  save  by  ihe  mud  villages  which  here  and  there  lie  in  the  midst 
of  the  verdure  like  the  marks  of  a  soiled  foot  on  a  rich  carpet,"  '  (Vol.  ii.  p.  424.) 
(A.J.B.) 

'  The  (ailasdn  is  an  ecclesiastical  vestment  described  in  Coplic  Churches,  ii. 
p.  I20.  It  signifies  also  a  sort  of  veil  or  scarf  worn  by  lawyers,  doctors,  and 
others.     (A.  J.  B.} 
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a  gate  called  Al-Kantarah  ;   Bab  Umm  Hariz  ;  B^b  as-Sild4ii ;  B4b  al-  Pol-  88  a 
Mikyas. 

The  monastery  of  Aba  's-Sirri.  This  monastery  contains  the  body 
of  Saint  Theodore,  the  military  commander  and  martyr,  and  the  body  of 
the  bishop  Harufus;  these  two  bodies  lie  upon  a  wooden  stand  In  the 
altar-chamber. 

The  monastery  called  the  monastery  of  Abu  Sidir',  whose  body 
arrived  at  Shutb  on  the  5th  of  Hatur.  Near  the  monastery  is  the 
mountain  of  At-Talimun^,  the  length  of  which  is  twelve  posts  on  the 
eastern  side. 

At  Al-Kharibah  at  Suyut  there  is  a  ruined  bath^ 

There  is  a  church  of  the  martyr  Abil  Baghim,  whose  body  lies 
within  it ;    and  he  has  another  church  at  Al-Kharibah. 

There  is  a  monastery  at  SamallutS  in  the  district  of  Al-Ushmunain, 


'  Al-Makrizi  also  speaks  of  ihe  church  of  Abll  Sadrah  (j,j^  jjI).  Sadir  and 
Sadrah  both  seem  to  be  forms  of  the  name  'Theodore.'  The  Paris  Synaxarium 
does  not  commemorate  the  bringing  of  his  body  to  Shutb ;  but  that  tianslaled 
by  Mr.  Malan  has  at  HatOr  5,  '  Bringing  of  the  body  of  St.  Theodore  to  Shutab.' 

'  Al-Idrist  names  this  mountain  under  the  form  failamdn  (^yX}i>)\  see  the 
Roman  edition  [p.  48].     Cf  Al-Makrlzl,  Kht'tat,  i.  p.  i-i  . 

'  The  mention  of  the  ruined  Roman  bath  at  Usyijt  recalls  the  incident  of  the 
suffocation  of  a  number  of  men  in  a  balh,  during  the  reign  of  Theodosius  I,  by 
the  members  of  the  rival  faction,  at  the  time  of  the  games  in  the  circus,  and  tlie 
threatened  punishment  of  the  city  by  the  emperor,  whose  wrath  was  averted 
through  the  intercession  of  the  saintly  monk,  known  as  '  John  of  Lycopolis '  or 
Usyut.  The  reputation  of  John  of  Lycopolis  was  so  great  that  Theodosius 
consulted  him,  as  if  he  were  an  oracle,  before  his  war  with  Eugcnius.  See 
Gibbon,  cli.  xxvii,  who  quotes  D'Anville,  Descriplion  de  tAgypte,  p.  181,  and  Abfl 
'1-Fida  (ed.  Michaehs),  pp.  14,  25,  92,  for  an  account  of  the  town  of  Usyflt,  and, 
for  the  life  of  John  the  monk,  Rutinus  and  Palladius,  in  Rosweyde's  Viiae  Palrum; 
also  Sozomen,  lib.  vii.  22,  and  Claudian,  in  Eutropium,  lib.  i.  line  312  f.,  for  the 
embassy  of  Theodosius.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  On  the  west  of  the  Nile,  opposite  to  the  Jabal  at-Tair.  It  is  now  in  the 
district  of  KaliisanS  (Kulusna),  in  the  province  of  Minyah,  and  had  3,855  inhabi- 
tants in  1885.     See  YakQt,  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  ii^ . ;  Rec.  de  VEgyple,  ii.  p.  288. 
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and  here  there  is  a  church  named  after  the  martyr  Abil  BaghSm', 
enclosed  within  a  surrounding  wall,  within  which  there  is  also  a  mill, 
and  an  oven,  and  an  oil-press'^.  Adjacent  to  the  church  is  a  keep,  which 
is  large  and  high,  towering  above  the  walls  ;  and  there  is  a  garden 
containing  palms  and  other  trees.  This  monastery  owned  property, 
the  gift  of  the  caliphs,  consisting  of  twenty  feddans  of  black  soil.  The 
monastery  was  seized  by  one  of  the  Ghiizz  or  Kurds  in  the  year  569 
(a.D.  1174),  and  he  turned  it  into  a  mosque,  and  seized  the  garden 
and  the  oven,  and  made  the  keep  his  dwelling-place ;  but  in  the 
same  year  he  died,  without  carrying  out  his  purposes. 

Monastery  of  Al-Asal. 

Monastery  of  Al-'AsaF.  This  is  near  Munyah  Bani  Khasib.  It 
Pol.  88  b  contains  the  church  of  Saint  George,  and  is  enclosed  by  a  surrounding 
wall.  It  has  two  keeps  and  a  garden ;  one  of  the  former  being  to 
the  south  of  the  church  and  containing  a  mill  and  the  cells  of  the 
monks;  and  the  other  being  to  the  north  of  the  church.  It  also  has 
a  press  for  olive-oil.  It  is  said  that  there  are  here  fourteen  churches. 
There  is  a  church  of  the  saint  Sinuthius;  a  church  of  the  Lady  and 
Pure  Virgin  Mary;  a  church  of  the  glorious  angel  Michael ;  a  church 
named  after  Saint  Claudius  the  martyr;  a  church  named  after  the 
saint   Bil   Hadr*  of  AhUshmOnain ;    and  a  church   named   after   the 


'  IVfenlioned  by  Al-Makrizi. 

'  The  mill  and  oven  are  used  for  preparing  the  eucharistic  bread,  the  oil-press 
.  for  ihe  secondary  oi\i—gah'la€on  and  '  oil  of  ihe  lamp.'  A  wine-press  in  addition 
is  a  common  possession  of  the  monasteries,  and  is  used  for  making  the  eucharislic 
wine.     (A.J.B.) 

'  I,e.  '  Monastery  of  Honey.'  Yakfit  speaks  of  it  as  charmingly  situated,  and 
containing  a  large  number  of  monks;  see  his  Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  ia,  . 

'  This  is  apparently  the  same  as  Hadri  (g,Z.TpH),  the  monk  and  friend 
of  Saint  Or  (g,(JUp),  in  the  fourth  century.  Abfl  Hadri  (i^ja  yS)  is  com- 
memorated according  to  the  Paris  Synaxarium  on  Kihak  i2=Dec.  8,  but  he  is 
there  said  to  be  from  Aswan.     Cf.  Zocga,  Cat.  p.  299. 
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saint  and  martyr  George,  in  which  the  Hturgy  is  celebrated  every  day 
of  the  year. 

It  is  said  that  there  was  in  the  monastery  of  AJ-'Asal  a  monk 
named  Simon  the  saint,  who  became  bishop.  At  his  cell  there  were 
fruit-bearing  palms,  in  which  the  ravens  used  to  build  their  nests  ;  and, 
through  his  gentleness  and  kindness,  the  shy  raven  grew  so  tame  that 
it  ate  from  his  hand.  And  the  sinners  among  his  people  left  off  their 
sins,  and  listened  to  his  life-giving  doctrines,  and  repented  of  their  sins, 
and  began  again  to  attend  the  church  in  order  to  hear  his  exhortations 
and  teachings,  and  to  bring  him,  out  of  their  earnings,  tithes  and  money 
in  payment  of  vows. 

The  neighbourhoad  of  UsyM. 
District  of  AI-KhusQs^  in  the  province  of  SuyOt,  on  the  eastern 
bank.  Here  the  Copts  have  twenty-five  churches,  and  the  Armenians 
have  a  monastery  within  the  town,  and  two  churches  outside  the  town, 
and  two  churches  within  the  town.  The  restorers  of  these  churches  Fol.  I 
will  now  be  mentioned.  There  is  a  church  of  Abil  Fanah^,  restored 
by  Ar-Rashid  Abu  'l-FadJ ;  the  church  of  Abii  Hakandfi,  named  after 
a  relation  of  Safi  ad-Daulah,  and  restored  by  HakandS  Abu  Zakari 
Mini  ibn  Kafrt,  known  as  Ibn  Biihis,  together  with  An-Najib,  his 
brother;  the  church  of  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary;  the  church 
of  the  glorious  saint  George ;  the  church  of  the  glorious  saint  and 
martyr  Mercurius ;  and  the  church  of  Bandalils.  The  convent  of 
Hanadah,  which  is  inhabited  by  nuns,  is  at  Rifah,  in  the  province  of 
Suyut. 

'  Al-KhusQs,  opposite  to  Asyut,  seems  to  be  no  longer  in  uxislcnce.     It  is   ' 
named,    however,    in    the    Sytiaxarium    and    in    the   revenue-Jisl   of  a.d.  1375. 
M,  Amelineau  omits  a  reference  he  might  have  made  10  Abfl  §alih.     See  his 
Giogr.  p.  222  f,     Yakfit  sajs  thai  the  inhabitants  of  Al-KhusOs  were  all  Christians 
{Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.Vci). 

^  The  Coptic  ifiSi.  fiA.ne,  a  monk,  and  contemporary. of  the  emperor 
TheodosiusI;    see  Zoega,  Cat.  p.  356.     The  Bib.  Nat.  of  Paris  possesses  an 
Arabic  life  of  AbQ  Fanah;  see  Cat.Ho.  153,  Anc.  Foiids  Arabe  149.     Al-Makrizt 
mentions  a  monastery  of  AbO  FSnah  in  the  district  of  Muiiyah  or  Minyah. 
k  k  [ii.  -,] 
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At  SuyCit,  on  the  western  bank,  there  are  sixty  churches;  and  on 
the  mountain  there  are  churches  hewn  in  the  rock^  with  the  pickaxe, 
and  all  of  them  have  a  keep. 

There  is  a  monastery  named  after  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary, 
which  is  known  as  Karfuiiah  ^. 

There  is  a  monastery  named  after  Saint  Severus  ^  outside  the  town. 
It  is  hewn  out  of  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  stands  out  from  the  moun- 
tain. It  possesses  a  keep,  and  a  cistern  which  contains  a  thousand 
pitchers  of  water,  and  is  filled  from  the  blessed  Nile.  On  the  upper  part 
of  this  mountain  there  is  a  place  where  there  are  [chambers  in]  three 
stories,  hewn  in  the  rock.  And  there  are  in  this  monastery  rope- 
ladders,  and  there  is  a  place  whither,  if  there  be  great  cause  for  fear, 
the  monks  ascend  by  these  ladders,  and  when  they  have  arrived  at 
Fol,  89  b  the  top  they  draw  up  the  ladders  after  them.  The  monastery  contains 
a  mill  and  several  ovens,  and  a  press  for  olive  oil.  There  are  thirty 
monks  here.  Beneath  the  monastery  there  is  a  garden,  full  of  trees 
and  tall  fruit-bearing  palms  and  olives  and  pomegranates,  and  verdant 
plots,  and  beds  of  vegetables ;  and  from  these  the  monastery  gains  much 
money,  which  pays  for  its  needs  year  by  year,  besides  that  which 
God  sends  them  through  alms  and  also  through  payment  of  vows. 
This  monastery  is  independent,  and  its  inmates  are  leaders  among  the 
monks,  holy  men,  ascetics,  champions  of  the  faith,  and  learned.  The 
monastery  was  free  of  taxation  ;  but  when  the  Ghuzz  and  Kurds  con- 
quered Egypt  they  seized  upon  this  and  the  other  gardens  in  the 
possession  of  the  monasteries,  and  also  seized  their  endowments. 

In  the  monastery  of  Saint  Severus  there  lived  an  aged  monk,  an 
ascetic,  who  fasted  continually  week   after  week;    at  the  end  of  the 


'  See  Norden's  Plate  LXXXIV.     (A.  J.  B.) 

^  See  Al-Makrtzi's  mention  of  this  monastery  near  Usyfit,  which  he  calls 
Karf^nah  (iJ^,  Ar/tinah  (iJji,'),  or  Aghra/iind  ^fi/^),  adding  that  the  name 
means  '  writer,'  i.e.  ypa^av. 

'  The  Dair  Ail  Sajiifris  at  Ub)'ut  is  menlioned  by  Yakiil  [G(ogr.  Worl.  ii. 
p.  ^f\)  and  by  Al-Makrial 
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week  he  communicaled  on  the  Saturday,  and  then  he  fasted  and  com- 
muiiicated  again  on  the  Sunday,  after  which  he  broke  his  fast.  This 
was  the  manner  in  which  this  old  man  served  God  and  fought  against 
sin,  until  he  died;  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  through  his 
intercessions!  News  of  this  old  man,  before  he  died,  had  reached 
Tal4'i'  ibn  Ruzzik\  through  the  w^li  of  Upper  Egypt;  so  Tal^'i' 
visited  the  old  man,  and  witnessed  his  mode  of  life,  and  made  enquiries 
of  him,  and  found  that  the  report  was  true ;  and  the  old  man  announced 
to  Xala'i'  that  he  would  rise  in  rank  and  would  become  vizier;  and 
indeed  the  most  high  God  did  grant  him  the  vizierate;  and  so  he 
presented  to  the  monastery,  in  addition  to  that  which  it  already 
possessed,  a  tract  of  fertile  soil. 

Now  this  holy  old  man  used  to  fast  even  during  the  Fifty  Days  Pol.  80  a 
[between  Easter  and  Pentecost],  every  day  until  the  ninth  hour;   and 
then  he  broke  his  fast  with  a  few  lupins  only. 

There  is  a  monastery  of  Saint  John,  which  is  also  called  Ibsha'i. 

There  is  a  monastery  named  after  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary, 
which  is  called  the  monastery  of  Azilfln.  Beneath  it  there  is  a  garden, 
full  of  palms  and  other  trees. 

There  is  another  monastery  named  after  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin 
Mary,  which  is  called  the  monastery  of  Abil  l-Harith. 

There  is  a  monastery  called  Dair  at-Tinadah^,  named  after  the 
martyr  Abu  Bagham. 

There  is  the  monastery  of  the  martyr  Saint  Victor,  with  a  church 
which  contains  his  body  and  that  of  the  martyr  David. 

The  body  of  the  martyr  Coluthus  is  in  his  monastery  at  SayCit,  with 
the  body  of  the  martyr  BaghSm. 

The  monastery  of  Saint  Victor  is  at  Al-Khusus,  to  the  east  of  SuyOt, 
on  the  mountain  ;  and  it  contains  his  pure  body. 


'  See  above,  fo!,  7  a. 

'  Vakflt  gives  us  the  pronuncialion  of  this  name,  and  adds  that  the  monas- 
tery was  a  celebrated  one  near  Usyut,  attractive  as  a  resort  for  pleasure,  and 
inhabited  by  many  monks  {Geogr.  Wort.  ii.  p.  ii"l). 
k  k  2 
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A  monastery  called  Ibsidiyd'  stands  between  Rifah^  and  another 
place  ^ 

There  is  a  church  named  after  Saint  Sergius^,  which  is  called  Dair 
Abil  Makrufah,  and  lies  to  the  east  of  Suyut. 

Tunhidha. 

Tunbudhd.  Within  and  without  this  town  there  are  [respectively] 
a  monastery  and  a  church  named  after  the  saint  and  martyr  Tarmmah  ; 
and  his  pure  body  lies  in  the  monastery. 

There  is  a  church  named  after  the  martyr  Basmantahj  which  contains 
his  pure  body. 

There  is  a  church  named  after  the  Saviour,  who  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  1 

Various  Churches  and  Monasteries. 
■3  The  monastery  of  Aba  Nub  the  martyr,  which  contains  the  bodies 
of  sixty-three  monks  who  were  martyred.  It  stands  to  the  north  of 
the  town  of  Al-UshmOnain.  The  monks  were  put  to  death  by  a  black, 
named  Haffaz,  in  the  caliphate  of  AI-Mustansir  bi'll^h,  at  the  time  of 
the  disturbances  in  Upper  Egypt,  during  the  patriarchate  of  Christo- 
dnlus,  the  sixty-sixth  in  the  succession,  in  the  year  yH  i  of  the  Righteous 
Martyrs  (a.D.  ic6j-6).  This  monastery  contains  a  keep,  which  is 
a  lofty  structure. 

'  M.  Am^lineau,  who  notices  this  passage  of  Abu  Salih,  quotes  a  mention  of 
Ibsidiji  in  the  Synaxan'um,  in  the  account  of  St.  Victor  there,  and  says  the  place 
must  have  been  to  the  south  of  UsyQt ;  see  G^ogr.  p.  zoz. 

*  The  churches  and  monasteries  of  Rifah,  a  Utile  to  the  south  of  Usyflt,  are 
mentioned  by  Al-Makrizi.  The  Coptic  name  of  the  place  is  epHfi.e.  It  still 
exists,  and  had  in  rSSg  a  population  of  4,119.     See  Am^Uneau,  G/ogr.  p,  165. 

'  The  name  is  omitted  in  the  MS. 

'  This  martyr,  so  celebrated  in  the  Eastern  churches,  suffered  in  the  perse- 
cution of  Diocletian  about  the  same  time  as  his  friend  St.  Bacchus.  The  Copts 
keep  the  fesdval  of  St.  Sergius  on  Babah  jo=Oct,  7.  See  Synaxariim  at  that 
day ;  Eutychius,  A  nnaks,  1.  p.  4 1  a . 
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There  is  a  church  named  after  the  Lady  and  Pure  Vii^in  Mary. 

There  are  two  churches  named  after  the  angel  Gabriel,  one  of  which 
was  wrecked  by  the  mob  of  Muslims  in  the  year  ^80  (a.  D.  i  i  fi4),  under 
the  rule  of  the  Ghu:^z  and  Kurds.  There  are  also  two  churches  named 
after  the  angel  Michael ;  two  churches  named  after  the  martyr  Aba 
Lukdm;  a  church  named  after  the  Fathers  and  Disciples;  a  church 
of  the  martyr  Saint  Mennas;  two  churches  of  the  Lady  and  Pure 
Virgin  Mary ;  a  monastery  named  after  the  glorious  martyr  Theodore  ; 
a  church  of  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary  ;  a  church  named  after 
the  angel  Gabriel ;  a  church  named  after  the  martyr  Aba  Falukh  ; 
the  church  of  the  angel  Raphael ;  and  a  church  named  after  the  great 
martyr  George. 

§  At-SumiistaS  in  the  nearer  part  of  Upper  Egypt,  there  is  the 
church  of  Abu  Harudah,  the  martyr,  whose  body  lies  within  it. 

§  Eljtij^     The  body  of  Saint  Pachomius  and  the  body  of  Sinuthius  Fol.  01a 
lie  in  two  chests  in  a  church  to  the  south  of  BCitij. 

§  Town  of  Al-Kais  or  Dafil.  Here  is  a  church  which  contains 
the  body  of  the  martyr  Saint  Isaac 

Ishnin,  both  within  and  without.  Here  is  a  large  church  of  the 
glorious  angel  Michael.  This  church  is  beside  the  stream  of  the 
blessed  Nile,  and  contains  four  chapels,  namely,  a  church  of  our  Lady 
the  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  a  church  of  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore ; 
a  church  of  the  martyr  Ptolemy;  and  a  church  of  the  glorious  martyr 
Saint  John, 

There  are  also  six  churches,  namely,  a  church  of  the  angel  Raphael, 

'  Sumusta  or  Samasta  is  on  the  west  bank,  and  is  now  in  the  district  of  BibS, 
in  the  province  of  Bant  Suwaif,  with  a  population  in  i88g  of  2,135.  There  are 
three  small  hamlets  of  the  same  name  in  the  same  district  beside  this  larger  village, 
which  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Samesta  al- Wakf.  The  MSS.  of  Al-Makrirf 
write  Ik-wi,  See  Yakflt,  Geogr.  Wort,  ad  voc. ;  Ibn  DukmSk,  v.  p.  1 ;  Rec.  de 
I'^gyple,  a.  p.  288. 

=  BQt5j  or  AbU  Tij  is  the  Graeco-Coptic  TA.noGirKH.  It  is  now  the 
capital  of  a  district  in  the  province  of  AsyiSt,  and  in  1885  had  10,770  inhabitants. 
See  YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wiiri.  i.  p.  voo ;  Am^lineau,  G/ogr.  p,  11  f. 
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a  church  of  the  martyr  Saint  Merciirius;  a  church  of  the  martyr 
Claudius;  a  church  of  the  valiant  martyr  Theodore  ;  a  church  of  the 
glorious  prophet  Daniel;  and  a  church  of  Aba  FG,  besides  a  second 
church  of  the  angel  Michael. 

§  Akfahs'.  Here  there  are  six  churches,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  list:  a  church  named  after  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary;  the 
church  of  the  glorious  angel  Michael ;  a  church  of  the  glorious  angel 
Gabriel ;  a  church  of  the  martyr  Theodore  ;  a  church  of  the  martyr 
Abtt  Siyfin;  the  church  of  JuUus^,  the  scribe  and  martyr  of  Akfahs. 
[There  is  also]  the  monastery  of  Saint  Philemon*,  the  martyr,  which 
contains  several  monks.  Adjacent  to  it  there  is  a  keep  and  a  garden. 
This  monastery  lies  to  the  south  of  the  district, 

DalSs^  was  founded  by  Dalas,  for  a  man   who  separated  himself 

Fol.  91  b  from  intercourse  with  the  world  ;  and  it  contained  three  hundred  smiths, 

who  forged  the  bits  of  DaUs^     [Here  is]  the  church  of  Saint  Coluthus, 

'  This  town,  the  Coptic  K^i^jC  o""  ^fie£^C,  is  on  the  west  bank, 
a  little  to  the  north  of  Tunbudha  and  opposite  to  Fashn.  It  is  included  in  the 
district  of  the  last-named  town,  and  in  the  province  of  Minjah,  and  in  1S85  had 
1,614  inhabitants.  Akfahs  is  well  known  in  Coptic  hagiology  on  account  of 
Julius  of  Akfahs,  the  biographer  of  the  martyrs.  See  Yakfit,  Gengr.  Wurl.  i, 
p.  rr»  ;  Ibn  Duknidk,  v.  p.  r;  Amdlineau,  Ghgr.  pp.  56-58.  Al-Makrizi,  who 
gives  Akfas  {(j-Uj1)  as  an  alternative  form,  speaks  of  a  ruined  monastery  there. 

*  This  is  the  famous  author  of  so  many  of  the  Coptic  hves  of  saints  novv 
existing.  He  became  himself  a  martyr,  and  his  death  is  commemorated  on 
Tflt  2  2  =  Sept.  19.  His  body  was  taken  to  Alexandria,  where  the  emperor 
Constantine  afterwards  erected  a  church  to  his  name.  See  Synaxarium  ad  diem ; 
Am^lineau,  Actes  des  MM.  p.  IZ3  if. 

'  St,  Philemon  is  said  to  have  been  a  musician,  and  to  have  been  martyred 
in  the  persecution  of  Diocletian.  His  festival  is  on  Barmahat  j  =  March  3.  See 
Synaxarium  at  that  day;  Am^lineau,  Actes  des  MM.  p.  63. 

*  On  the  west  bank,  in  the  district  of  Az-Zawiyah  in  the  province  of  Bani 
Suwaif,  and  in  1885  containing  1,665  inhabitants.  The  Coptic  name  is  ■^XoX. 
In  the  time  of  our  author  the  place  was  in  the  province  of  Al-Bahnasa.  See 
YSkflt,  Geogr.  Wor/.  ii.  p.  baI  ;  Am^lineau,  G/ogr.  pp.  136-138. 

"   Al-Idrisl  says   (trans,  by  Jaubert) :    '  Delass  est  une  petite  ville  Oil  Ton 
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the  physician,  who  was  also  a  priest,  and  was  burnt  alive  in  the 
fire. 

§  The  district  called  Shinar^^  This  district  was  settled  upon 
a  colony  of  Armenian  Christians  ;  and  it  contains  seven  churches  in 
good  order,  with  priests  and  congregations.  These  are  the  church  of 
the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary:  the  church  of  the  glorious  angel 
Michael ;  two  churches  of  Saint  Maximus  ;  two  churches  named  after 
the  angel  Gabriel ;  a  church  named  after  Bastidar  ;  and  a  church  named 
after  the  glorious  martyr  Saint  George. 

§  Tflwah  '^.  This  was  the  name  of  a  horse  of  Pharaoh,  which  grew 
up  and  became  of  great  size,  and  was  named  '  Possessor  of  columns.' 

§  City  of  AI-Kais.  This  town  was  built  by  Manfd'lis  for  a  man 
who  fabricated  brocades  and  embroideries.  The  Book  of  ike  Conquest 
vf  Egypt  relates  that  at  Al-Kais  lived  Kais  ibn  al-Hirith,  when  'Amr 
ibn  al-'A.si  was  governor  of  Egypt ;  and  so  the  place  was  named 
after  him. 

§  The  district  called  Daljah.  Here  there  is  a  monastery  and  a 
church  named  after  the  saint  and  champion  Onuphrius,  which  possessed 


fabrique  des  mors  de  cheval  et  divers  ouvrages  en  fer.  Du  temps  des 
■Egyptiens  elle  etait  compile  au  nonibre  des  villes  les  plus  florissantes ;  mais  les 
Berbers,  par  leurs  violences,  et  les  Arabes  par  lenr  m^chancet^,  font  r^duite, 
ainsi  que  ses  environs,  5i  un  ^tat  miserable.' 

^  On  the  west  bank,  opposite  to  Fashn,  in  the  district  of  which  it  is  included, 
being  also  the  province  of  Minyali,  In  1885  ShinarS  contained  1,847  inhabitants, 
besides  847  Bedouins,  The  Coptic  name  is  ttjeiteptJU.  The  Arabic  name 
is  sometimes  written  Lil;  and  AI-Makrizt  mentions  a  i^,  which  is  probably 
the  same  place.     See  Am^lineau,  G^ogr.  p.  429  f, 

^  There  are  several  places  of  this  name  in  Egypt,  but  the  one  here  mentioned 
is  doubtless  that  which  stands  a  little  to  the  south  of  Ahnas  on  the  west  bank,  and 
is  now  included  within  the  province  of  Bant  Suwaif.  In  the  lime  of  our  author 
it  must  have  been  a  place  of  very  little  importance,  since  Yakflt  does  not  name  it, 
although  he  speaks  of  a  Tilwah  in  the  province  of  Manflf.  The  Coptic  form  of 
the  name  is  Xi'^fi.ig,,  XA.'Vi.g,,  or  TOT^ig,.  See  Am^lincau,  G/ogr. 
p.  521  f- 
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a  hundred  feddans  of  black  fertile  soil,  scattered  among  several  districts. 
It  is  said  that  the  district  contains  twenty-four  churches;  and  one  of 
.  them  resembles  the  church  of  Saint  Scrgius'  at  Misr.  It  is  also  said 
that  there  were  12.0C0  Christian  inhabitants  of  this  district,  and  that 
they  slew  every  year  at  the  feast  of  the  angel  Michael  1 2,000  sheep ; 
but  now,  at  the  end  of  the  year  569,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  year 
890  of  the  Martyrs  (a.  D.  1174),  only  400  sheep  [are  slain]  at  the  annual 
festival. 

§  District  of  Al-Kalandimiin,  near  An.slna,  in  the  province  of  Al- 
Ushmunain.  Here  there  are  nine  churches ;  [the  church]  of  the  Lady 
and  Pure  Virgin  Mary ;  the  church  of  Saint  Claudius ;  the  church  of 
Saint  Victor;  the  church  of  Theodore  ;  the  church  *  *  *  of  the  angel 
Michael ;  the  church  of  the  glorious  martyr  Saint  George  ;  the  church 
of  Saint  John ;  the  church  of  Saint  Mercurius ;  the  church  of  Abii 
Bagham. 

District  of  Athlidim  ^  Here  is  a  church  of  the  Lady  and 
Virgin  ;  a  church  of  Saint  George,  the  great  martyr ;  a  church  of 
the  angel  Michael.  At  Sakiyah  MCisa  there  is  a  church  of  Saint 
Victor. 

§  District  of  Shinara^.  It  is  said  that  in  this  district  there  are 
twenty-four  churches,  one  of  which  resembles  that  of  Saint  Sergius 
at  Mi^r. 

§  At  AhnSs*  there  is  a  church  which  contains  tiic  body  of  Abu 
HalbA,  the  martyr. 


'  That  is  the  well-known  church  of  Abfl  Sirjah,  which  still  exists  at 
Old  Cairo,  and  is  fully  described  with  a  plan  in  Coptic  Churches,  i,  p.  181  If. 
(A.J.B.) 

"  Athlidim  was  jusl  to  the  south  of  Al-UshniGnain.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
revenue-list  published  by  De  Sacy,  who  transcribes  it  in  the  form  IilMim.  See 
Ydltiit,  Geogr.  WCrt.  ad  voc, ;  Ibn  Dukmak,  v.  p.  n;  Do  Sacy,  Abd-Allatif, 
p.  693. 

^  See  above,  fol.  91b. 

*  The  Coptic  ^HHC.  It  still  exists,  under  the  name  of  AlmSsij-at 
al-Madinah,  in  the  district  and  province  of  Ban!  Suwaif,  with   a  population  in 
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The  monastery  of  An-Nur  is  in  the  territory  of  Al-Ahnas,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Nile.     Its  church  is  named  after  the  angel  Gabriel.     The 
monastery  possesses  a  keep  in  five  stories,  lofty,  and  of  skilful  construc- 
tion.    Around  the  monastery  is  an  enclosing  wall,  within  which  there  Fol.  92  b 
are  400  palm-trees. 

§  District  of  Al-Mar%h4t^.  Here  is  a  monastery  named  after  the 
angel  Michael,  without  the  town.  At  KaldsanS.  there  is  a  church  of  the 
Copts  and  a  church  of  the  Armenians. 

Bflsir  Kdridus^.  In  this  town  lived  a  sorcerer,  in  the  service  of 
Pharaoh,  named  Bfisir,  who  possessed  magical  powers.  It  was  here 
that  Marwan  ibn  Muhammad  al-Ja'di,  the  last  of  the  Omeyyad  caliphs, 
was  killed,  'Alyun  the  heretic  was  killed  here  also.  In  this  district 
there  is  a  church  of  the  Lady  and  Pure  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  monastery 
called  the  monastery  of  Abirfln^  to  which  Marwan,  the  'Ass  of  War,' 


1885  of  2,484,  besides  148  Bedouins,  In  the  Roman  period  the  town  was  named 
Heracleopolis  Magna.  In  the  time  of  our  author  it  was  in  ihe  province  of  AI- 
Bahnasd.  See  YSkfit,  Geogr.  Worl.  i.  p.  f .  1 ;  Al-IdrisI  (trans.  Jaubert),  i.  p.  128; 
Ibn  DukmSk,  v.  p.  0 ;  Am^lineau,  Giogr  pp  196—198 

'  Or  Al-Mar3ghah,  in  the  smguKr  There  is  now  a  place  of  this  name  in 
the  district  of  Tahtah,  in  the  province  of  Jirja,  which  in  1885  had  8,658  inhabitants. 
Our  author  is  probably  in  error  in  supposing  that  there  was  a  place  of  this 
name  near  KalijsanS,  although  Al-Idrisi  mentions  a  village  caDed  Al-Maraghah, 
five  miles  from  Ansini,  The  Al  MarighSt  of  the  revenue-list  was  in  the  district 
of  Ikhmim,  and  so  might  be  that  now  existing  See  Al-Idiisi  (trans.  Jaubert), 
i.  p.  124  ;  De  Sacj',  Ahd-Allatif,  p  701 ,  Rtc  dt  I  Agyple,  ii,  p.  210.  Al-Makrtzt 
mentions  a  Coptic  church  at  Al-Marighah  meaning  the  place  of  that  name  which 
now  exists,  since  he  sets  it  near  Tahtd 

"  See  fol.  17  b.  This  place  is  also  called  BGair  al  Mal'ak,  and  stands  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Faj'jflm,  being  included  in  the  district  of  Zawtyah  in  the  province 
of  Banl  Suwaif,  with  i,886  mliabitants  in  1885  besides  511  Bedouins.  See 
Yakflt,  Geogr.  iVOr/.  i.  p.  vi . ;  Ibn  Dukmak  v.  p   r  ,  Am^lineau,  Geogr.  p.  10. 

'  An  Arabic  form  of  the  Coptic  Pir6ou  (niptUOT),  the  name  of  a  martyr  of 

the  time  of  Diocletian,  who,  with  his  brother  Atflm  (A.©tJUJUL),  is  commemorated 

on  Abib  8=July  2.     The  name   also  appears  in   Arabic   as    Abirfi   (jr^l)  or 

Abirfih  (ij^l).     See  their  Coptic  Acts  in  Hyv-ernat,  Acies  des  Martyrs,  p.  135  ff. 

I  1  [IL  ;.] 
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who  has  already  been  spoken  of,  came.  He  was  the  last  of  the 
Omeyyad  caliphs;  and  he  was  pursued  by  the  Khorassanians,  the 
followers  of  As-Saffah,  the  Abbaside ;  and  they  caught  him,  and 
crucified  him,  with  his  head  downwards ;  and  they  also  killed  his 
vizier. 

§  The  town  of  AI-'UHb^  This  was  built  by  'Aun  'Abd  al-Wal!d  ibn 
Dauma',  one  of  the  descendants  of  Kift,  the  son  of  Mizraim,  the  son  of 
Baisur,  the  son  of  Ham,  the  son  of  Noah. 

Account  of  the  spring  which  is  in  the  Wadi  'l-'Ain,  to  the  east  of 
Ikhmim.  When  the  aforesaid  spring  is  touched  by  a  person  in  a 
state  of  uncleanness,  the  water  ceases  to  flow  into  its  cistern,  until  the 
latter  has  been  cleansed  and  the  polluted  water  within  it  removed. 

Story  of  the  cistern  which  is  named  the  Pure.  It  is  said  that 
a  man  saw  a  cistern  which  was  cut  out  of  a  great  stone,  into  which 
water  was  flowing  from  a  spring  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  this 
I  district,  near  a  church.  The  water  flows  in  a  continuous  stream  and 
is  sweet  in  taste  and  in  smell ;  but  if  a  man  or  woman  in  a  state 
of  uncleanness  touches  it,  it  ceases  to  flow  at  that  moment,  as  soon 
as  it  reaches  the  cistern ;  and  the  people  of  the  place  know  this, 
and  so  they  draw  out  the  water  which  is  already  there  and  wash  the 
cistern  with  other  water ;  and  then  the  water  begins  to  flow  again  from 
the  spring  according  to  its  custom. 

The  Oasis  of  Al-BahnasA. 
§  The  Oases.     In  the  Oasis  of  Al-Bahnasa'  there  is  a  church  named 
after  Saint  George ;  and  his  pure  body  is  said  to  be  contained  in  it, 


'  For  Al-'Uk3b  see  Al-MakrJzI,  Khitai,  i,  p.  rF. . 

*  Otherwise  called  the  Little  Oasis  (Oasis  Parva).  The  Coptic  name  OTi-g, 
neJULXe  is  translated  by  L-ij-Jl  -Ij.  Another  Arabic  name  is  ij,«-r^'  ,lj, 
given  because  it  lies  to  the  north  of  the  Oases  of  Al-Kh^rijah  and  Ad-Dakhilah. 
The  Oasis  of  Al-Bahnasit,  to  which  there  is  a  road  from  the  town  after  which  it  is 
named,  is  reckoned  a  part  of  the  province  of  the  Fayyflm,  and  consists  of  four 
districts:  that  of  Al-BuwitJ  with  1,675  inhabitants;  that  of  Al-Kasr,  the  chief 
town,  with  1,387  inhabitants;  that  of  Mudishah  with  1,506  inhabitants;  and  that 
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but  without  the  head'.  On  the  festival  of  his  martyrdom,  the  body 
is  brought  out  from  the  shrine,  and  a  new  veil  is  put  over  it ;  and  it 
is  carried  in  procession  all  round  the  town,  with  candles  and  crosses 
and  chanting  ;  and  then  it  is  carried  back  to  the  church.  Formerly  the 
people  feared  lest  the  Romans  might  steal  it,  and  take  it  to  their 
church;  and  so  it  was  removed  to  the  mountain  with  great  precau- 
tions, and  placed  in  a  cave,  which  was  blocked  up  with  stones  and 
concealed.  But  a  certain  man  who  had  a  devotion  to  Saint  George, 
saw  him  in  a  vision,  and  he  said :  '  Why  have  you  imprisoned  ^  my 
body?  Bring  me  out  from  this  place.'  Then  the  bishop  and  the 
people  did  not  cease  to  search  until  they  found  the  body,  and  they 
brought  it  out  and  restored  it  to  the  church.  Ibn  al-Khafir,  the  w^H 
of  the  Oases,  came  here  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-H4fiz  ;  and  he  sent  Pol.  98  b 
some  men  who  carried  off  the  body  of  Saint  George  and  brought  it 
to  the  wall's  house ;  and  he  said  :  '  I  will  not  restore  it  to  the  Christians, 
until  they  pay  me  a  large  sum  of  money.'  So  the  bishop  and  the  chief 
men  among  the  Ciiristians  brought  him  money  from  time  to  time,  but 
it  did  not  satisfy  htm,  and  he  would  not  restore  the  body  to  them. 
Then  God  sent  a  cloud  and  a  violent  wind  and  rain  and  lightning  and 
heavy  thunder,  during  many  successive  days,  such  as  had  never  been 
witnessed  in  that  country;  and  it  was  said  to  the  wali:  'Perhaps  this 
misfortune  has  happened  solely  because  thou  hast  detained  this  body.' 
Then  the  wali  sent  for  the  bishop,  and  gave  the  body  up  to  him ;  and 
immediately  the  calamity  ceased  altogether.  It  is  said  that  this  bishop 
held  his  see  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  yet  he  only  placed  the  shroud 
upon  this  body  twice  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  on  account  of  that 
which  he  bad  witnessed  with  regard  to  it ;  and  he  said  to  the  priests : 
'  Take  charge  of  this ;  for  I  cannot  explain  or  speak  of  what  I  have  seen.' 


of  Az-Zabfl   witii    808    inhabitants ;    the   total   being  5,436   inhabitants.     See 
Amelineau,  G/ogr.  p.  290  f. 

'  The  principal  relics  of  St.  George  were,  as  it  is  well  known,  in  the  famous 
church  named  after  him  at  Lydda ;  see  below. 

'  The  form  [j^^iE-  is  worth  noticing  on  account  of  the  final  vowel  sound, 
expressed  by  the  'j. 
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It  is  said  that  the  limbs  of  this  body  were  not  separated  from  it,  but 
that  it  was  found  entire,  and  without  any  change.  It  is  commonly 
reported  among  men  that  the  body  of  this  martyr  is  at  the  town  of 
Lydda'  in  Syria.  Some  say,  however,  that  the  head  is  there,  but  that 
,  the  body  was  brought  to  this  country  [of  Egypt],  because  the  governor 
of  Egypt  and  the  governor  of  Syria  were  two  brothers,  and,  as  Syria  was 
filled  with  troops  and  marauders,  the  governor  of  that  country  feared  that 
some  outrage  might  be  committed  on  the  body;  and  so  the  trunk, 
without  the  head,  was  brought  to  the  Oases,  because  they  are  free 
from  the  incursions  of  troops  and  depredators;  and  the  proof  of  this 
is  that  the  pilgrims  who  went  to  Syria  to  visit  Lydda,  that  they  might 
receive  a  blessing  from  the  body  of  the  martyr  Saint  George,  said  that 
they  saw  the  head  without  the  body;  and  this  was  during  the  Fast 
of  the  year  890  of  the  Righteous  Martyrs  (A.  D.  1174}- 
The  monastery  of  the  Leper  is  in  the  Oasis. 

Nubia. 

At  Bujaras,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Al-Mar1s^  which  is  a  wel!- 

popuiated  city,  there   is   the  dwelling-place  of  Jausar,  who   wore   the 

turban  and  the  two  horns  and  the  golden  bracelet.     A  certain  traveller 

came  to   [the  caliph]  Al-'Aziz  bi'llah  and  informed  him  that  he  had 

'  The  church  of  St.  George  at  Ljdda  was  restored  hy  oui'  own  king  Richard  I. 
For  an  account  of  the  relics  of  ihe  saint  and  all  information  with  regard  to  him 
see  Ada  SS.  at  April  23. 

*  This  passage  with  the  following  account  of  Nubia  is  to  be  found  translated 
in  substance  in  Quatremfere,  MM.  ii.  p.  31  fF.  Maris  (JULZ.pHC,  '  the  South')  was 
the  most  northern  province  of  Nubia,  bordering  upon  Egypt.  The  south  wind 
■was  likewise  called  Maris!.  Vikfit  names  Marisah  '  an  island  in  Nubia  from  which 
slaves  are  exported.'  See  Ydkflt,  Geogr.  War/,  iv.  p.  « [  0 ;  A!-Makrizi,  Kkitat, 
i.  p.  n^;  'Abd  al-LatIf,  p.  iz.  Al-Mas'Qdt  gives,  as  the  chief  divisions  of  Nuliia; 
Dunkulah  (Dongola),  Mukurrah,  'Alwah,  and  Maris ;  sec  Muruj  adh-Dkakab 
(ed.  Barbier),  iii.  p.  32.  It  is  well  known  that  the  northern  extremity  of  Nubia 
between  Syene  (AswSn)  and  Pselcis  (Dakkah),  and  iater  wp  to  Hiera-Sycominos 
(Muharrakah),  was  a  dependency  of  Egypt  under  the  Ptolemies  and  the  Roman 
Empire,  and  was  called  Dodecaschoemis. 
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visited  a  certain  city,  and  had  seen  a  great  wonder,  passing  man's 
understanding ;  namely,  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  Barmfidah  a  city 
•  appears,  with  a  wall,  and  a  water-wheel  going  round  near  the  city  gate, 
and  sycamore-trees,  and  cattle  drinking  from  the  cistern  fed  by  the 
water-wheel ;  and  that  this  lasts  for  two  hours  in  the  day,  and  the 
horses  go  and  drink  from  that  cistern ;  then  after  that  the  city  disappears, 
and  nothing  is  seen  where  it  stood ;  and  no  one  can  reach  it,  although 
it  seems  close  to  him  while  it  is  far  off;  and  that  city  is  called  among  Fol.  94  b 
the  people  of  that  district  the  city  of  Alfi ;  and  it  is  not  seen  again 
until  the  same  day  in  the  next  year'. 

§  The  first  place  in  the  province  of  Mukurrah^  is  the  monastery 
called  that  of  Safanuf,  king  of  Nubia,  which  is  in  the  country  below  the 
second  cataract  ^.         ^ 

^  A  mirage  of  the  same  sort  is  described  by  Al-Makrizi,  Khil.at,  i.  p.  111,  in 
Lis  article  on  Asivin.     (A.  J.  B.) 

*  YaijOt  writes  this  name  is^  (Geogr.  Wdrl.  iv.  p.  i.o),  and  says  (iv.  p.  ai.) 
that  the  king  of  Nubia  called  himself 

'The  king  of  Mukurra  and  Nubia.'  At  the  end  of  the  seventh  century  of  our 
era,  the  Coptic  patriarch  Isaac  is  said  to  have  received  letters  from  the  king  of 
Mukurrah  (nOfpO  lt'f■JULi-KO'l^pI^.),  who  requested  that  a  bishop  might  be 
sent  to  him  See  the  Coptic  life  of  this  patriarch  edited  bj  M  Amelineau 
Vansleb  states  that  there  were  se\en  episcopal  sees  in  the  province  of  Mukurrih 
viz.  Korti  Ibnm  Bucara'i  Dongcla  Sal  Termus  Suenkur  and  refers  for  them 
to  a  letter  published  by  the  P&re  Bonjour  entitled  In  Monumenia  4.tgypiiaca  Bibh 
Ihe  ae  \  atuanae  hnu  exernlalio  M  Am^l  neau  says  thit  Makorrah  extended 
from  the  modern  Korosko  lo  the  ancient  Napita  (above  Korti) 

The  patriarchal  biography  in  the  comptlaton  of  Seieru  of  Al  Ushmfinain 
does  not  mention  anv  letter  from  the  king  of  Mukurrah  but  stites  that  the 
patnirch  I  aac  himself  wrote  to  the  kings  of  Nubia  and  Abjssinia  (elLj  ^_^  ell.. 
4)jJl)  bidding  them  live  at  peace  together  and  abstain  from  conflict  with  one 
another  and  that  the  wall  of  Egjpt  Abd  al  Azjz  suspecting  the  object  of  (he 
letters,  caused  them  to  be  intercepted  (Bnl  Mus.  MS  Or  a6,ioo,  p  126,1  35 — 
p.i2j,1.5). 

^  I.  e,  the  Cataract  at  Wadl  Khalfah.  Mukurrah,  or  Makorrah,  extended  about 
sixty  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Second  Cataract.    (A,  J.  B.) 
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The  monastery  of  Michael  and  Cosmas  is  large  and  spacious,  and 
possesses  a  sycamore-tree,  by  which  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  Nile  are 
ascertained  every  year. 

There  is  a  monastery  called  that  of  DairS,  near  which  there  is  an 
ancient  temple,  between  two  great  mountains. 

A  city  called  the  city  of  Bausaki.  This  is  a  large  and  handsome 
city,  full  of  people  and  of  all  commodities,  and  possessing  many 
churches.  Here  dwelt  the  Lord  of  the  Mountain,  whose  eyes  were 
put  out  by  George,  son  of  Zacharias  Israel.  Here  is  the  monastery 
of  Saint  Sinuthius,  in  which  Abu  Rakwah  al-Walid  ibn  Hisham^  was 
taken  prisoner  in  the  month  of  Rabi'  the  First,  in  the  year  397  of  the 
Arabs  (a.  d.  1006).     Near  the  town  there  is  a  gold-mine. 

Mountain  of  Zidltn.  Here  is  the  monastery  of  Abu  Jar4s,  in  a 
town  on  the  west,  which  possesses  a  bishop.  It  is  a  beautiful  town  on 
the  mountain.  At  night  a  light  as  of  fire  is  seen  in  this  town  from 
a  distance,  but  if  the  beholder  comes  near  to  it  he  cannot  find  it ;  yet 
it  Is  continually  seen  as  if  there  were  many  lamps  in  the  town.  In  the 
same  way,  at  Bagdad,  in  the  district  of 'Ukbara^  many  lamps  are  seen 
on  a  certain  night  of  the  year,  but  they  ?re  not  real. 

In  the  land  of  Nubia,  near  the  cataract,  there  is  a  town  called  the 
Upper  Maks.  No  one  is  allowed  to  pass  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  without  being  searched,  even   if  he  be  a  king ;  and  if  any  one 


'  The  surname  of  AbQ  Rakwah  was  given  to  ihis  man  because  in  earlier  life 
he  used  to  carry  a  pitcher  on  his  shoulder  in  the  prosecuiion  of  his  trade.  He 
managed  to  collect  a  body  of  armed  men,  with  whose  help  he  took  possession  of 
Barkah.  The  first  troops  sent  against  him  by  the  caliph  Al-Hikim  were  routed, 
and  having  made  himself  rich  by  plunder,  Abfl  Rakwah  next  occupied  Upper 
Egypt.  Al-Hakim  then  sent  against  him  a  body  of  Syrian  and  Egyptian  iroops 
under  Al-Fadl  ibn  'Abd  AllSh ;  who  engaged  AbQ  Rakwah  in  a  hard-fought  batde, 
which  ended  in  the  flight  of  the  rebels.  Abfl  Rakwah  escaped,  but  was  afterwards 
taken  prisoner  in  Nubia,  as  our  author  tells  us,  and  conveyed  to  Cairo,  where 
Al-Hakim  condemned  him  to  be  impaled.     See  Abli  'l-Fida,  Annales,  ii.  p.  616. 

'  Vdklit  mentions  a  place  of  this  name,  which,  he  says,  was  eleven  parasangs 
from  Baghdad  ;  Geogr.  Wort.  iii.  p.  v .  0  . 
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pushes  on  and  refuses  to  be  searched,  he  is  put  to  death.  The  people 
carry  on  their  trade  in  kind ;  and  selling  and  buying  among  them  is 
done  by  exchange ;  thus  they  exchange  woven  stuffs  and  slaves ;  and 
all  that  is  bought  and  sold  is  exchanged. 

At  this  place  is  found  emery',  with  which  precious  stones  are 
polished.  The  people  dive  for  it;  and  the  touch  of  it  is  found  to  be 
different  from  that  of  other  stones,  and  so  those  who  search  for  it 
recognize  it ;  but  if  they  are  in  doubt,  they  breathe  upon  it  and  then 
it  is  covered  with  drops,  and  they  know  that  it  is  emery,  Emery  is 
found  nowhere  in  the  whole  world  except  in  Ceylon*  and  at  this  place. 

There  is  near  this  town  a  hill  on  which  there  is  a  spring  of  warm 
water  like  that  at  Tiberias.  Here  also  is  the  mountain  of  thirst,  where 
no  one  can  reach  the  water  that  is  there,  on  account  of  the  distance  and 
the  height ;  and  even  if  a  man  ascends  to  the  top  of  this  mountain  he 
cannot  reach  the  water,  but  can  only  look  at  it,  although  it  seems  to  be 
near  to  him  ;  and  when  he  tries  to  arrive  at  it  he  cannot  do  so. 

Town  of 'Alwah^  Here  there  are  troops  and  a  large  kingdom  with 
wide  districts,  in  which  there  are  four  hundred  churches.  The  town 
lies  to  the  east  of  the  lai^e  island*  between  the  two  rivers,  the  White 


'  Emery  is  a  species  of  corundum  found  in  gneiss,  limestone,  and  other 
crystalline  rocks.  Abtl  Salih  is  mistaken  as  to  its  rarity,  for  it  occurs  in  many 
places — Sweden,  Saxony,  Spain,  Greenland,  &c.;  but  the  principal  source  of  the 
supply  lies  in  the  island  of  Naxos.     (A.  ].  B.) 

'  The  name  of  Ceylon  (Sarandib)  was  familiar  to  the  Arabic-speaking  world 
at  the  time  of  our  author,  through  the  reports  of  Arab  travellers  and  the  commerce 
of  Arab  traders.  Precious  stones  and  spices  were  exported  from  Ceylon  to 
Al-Trak,  Syria,  and  Egypt.  See  Al-Idrisl  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  41] ;  YS^Gt,  Geagr.  Wor/. 
iii.  p.  Ar ;  Reinaud,  Rel.  des  Voy.faiis  par  les  Arabes  et  hs  Persans  dans  I'lnde,  &c. 
The  name  Sarandib  is  said  to  be  of  Sanskrit  derivation, 

'  YikQt  writes  the  name  Us,  and  says  it  is  to  the  south  of  MukurrS. 
Al-IdrisI  writes  ijlc  as  our  author  does.  See  YSkfit,  Geogr.  Wdrl.  iv.  p.  «r.  ; 
Al-Idnst  (ed.  Rome)  [pp.  ig,  20]. 

'  I.  e.  the  '  island'  enclosed  on  two  sides  by  the  two  branches  of  the  Nile,  the 
White  Nile  and  Blue  Nile  (Bahr  a!-Azrak),  for  so  it  is  now  called.  The  town 
of  KhartOm  stands  at  the  Junction  of  these  two  branches.     The  existence  of  four 
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Fol.  SStJ  Nile  and  the  Green  Nile.  All  its  inhabitants  are  Jacobite  Christians'. 
Around  it  there  are  monasteries,  some  at  a  distance  from  the  stream 
and  some  upon  its  banks-  In  the  town  there  is  a  very  large  and 
spacious  church,  skilfully  planned  and  constructed,  and  larger  than 
all  the  other  churches  in  the  country ;  it  is  called  the  church  of 
Manbali.  The  crops  of  this  country  depend  upon  the  rise  of  the  Nile, 
and  upon   the   rain.       When  they  are  about  to  sow  their  seed,  they 


hundred  churches  in  the  province  of  'Ahvah  seems  surprising,  but  it  is  clear  that 
at  this  period  Nubia  was  almost  exclusively  Christian. 

Nearly  four  centuries  later  Francisco  Alvarez,  in  his  story  of  the  Portuguese 
mission  to  Abyssinia,  expressly  records  the  existence  of  ancient  Christian  churches 
in  this  same  part  of  Nubia.  His  words  are  worth  quoting  (Lord  Stanley's  Tr. 
P-  352) : — '  I  heard  from  a  man,  a  Syrian,  a  native  of  Tripoli  in  Syria,  and  his 
name  is  John  of  Syria  .  .  . ,  that  he  had  been  to  this  country,  and  that  there  are  in 
it  a  hundred  and  fifty  churches  which  still  contain  crucifixes  and  effigies  of  our 
Lady  and  other  eftig  es  pa  nted  on  the  walls,  and  all  old.  These  churches  are  all 
in  old  anc  ent  cas  les  I  cl  a  e  throughout  the  country;  and  as  many  castles, 
there  are  so  many  churches  W  hile  we  were  in  the  country  of  the  Prester  John, 
there  came  x  men  f  om  ha  country  to  the  Prester  himself,  begging  of  him 
to  send   I  en  pne    sad  o  teach  them.     He  did  not  choose  to  send  them  : 

and  it  was  said  that  he  said  to  them  that  he  had  his  Abima  [sic :  but  read  Aiuna, 
i.  e.  Metropolitan]  from  the  country  of  the  Moors,  that  is  to  say  from  the 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  is  under  the  rule  of  the  Moors :  how  then  could  he 
give  priests  and  friars,  since  another  gave  them  ?  They  say  that  in  ancient  times 
these  people  had  everything  from  Rome,  and  that  it  is  a  very  long  time  ago  that 
a  bishop  died  whom  they  got  from  Rome,  and  on  account  of  the  wars  of  the 
Moors  [Saracens  in  Egypt]  ihey  could  not  get  another,  and  so  they  lost  all  their 
Christianity.  These  Nubiis  border  upon  Egypt,  and  they  say  they  have  much  fine 
gold  in  their  country.  This  country  lies  in  front  of  Suaquem  [Suikin],  which  is 
close  to  the  Red  Sea.'     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  All  the  Arab  historians  and  geographers  who  mention  Nubia  state  that  the 
natives  of  the  country  were  Jacobite,  i.e.  monophysite  Christians.  See  e.g. 
YaPt,  Geogr.  Wdrl.  iv.  p.  ^r.;  Al-Mas'ljdi,  MurAj  adh-Dhahah,  ii.  p.  329; 
Al-Idrisi  (ed.  Rome)  [p.  19J;  Al-MakrJzi,  Ekitat,  i.  p.  i1a  ;  Eutychius,  Annaks, 
ii.  p.  387. 
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trace  out  furrows  in  the  field  and  bring  the  seed  and  lay  it  at  the 
side  of  the  field,  and  beside  it  they  place  a  supply  of  the  drink  called 
misr'',  and  go  away ;  and  afterwards  they  find  that  the  seed  has  been 
sown  in  the  ground,  and  the  misr  has  been  drunk.  So  again  at  the  time 
of  harvest  they  reap  some  of  the  corn,  and  leave  beside  the  rest  of  it 
a  supply  of  mizr;  and  in  the  morning  they  find  the  harvest  com- 
pleted ;  and  they  say  that  this  is  done  by  beings  of  a  different  order 
from  ours. 

City  of  Dongola^.  Here  is  the  throne  of  the  king.  It  is  a  large 
city  on  the  banks  of  the  blessed  Nile,  and  contains  many  churches 
and  large  houses  and  wide  streets.  The  king's  house  is  lofty,  with 
several  domes  built  of  red  brick,  and  resembles  the  buildings  in 
Al-'Irak ;  and  this  novelty  was  introduced  by  Raphael,  who  was  king 
of  Nubia  in  the  year  392  of  the  Arabs  (a.  D.  1003).  In  that  year' 
Aba  Rakwah,  who  is  also  called  Al-WaUd  ibn  Hisham  al-Khariji, 
rebelled  against  A!-Imam  al-Hakim  bi-amri  'Il^h,  and  attempted  to 
ravage  his  country;  but  Al-Hakim  defeated  the  rebel ;  and  his  troops  Pol.  ( 
wintered  at  Takhum,  in  Nubia. 

It  is  said  that  the  Nubians  formerly  worshipped  the  stars,  and  that 
the  first  of  them  who  was  converted*  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 


'  Mi'zr  is  a  kind  of  beer  made  by  the  fermcntalion  of  grain.     (A.  J.  B.) 

"  VakCit  says: 

J-JI  J^L,  Jc  lalill  Jji-  ^j  a^i  W  iJjJl  i^J-* 
'  The  capital  of  Nubia  is  called  Dongola  (Dumkulah),  and  this  is  the  residence  of 
the  king.     It  stands  upon  the  bank  of  the  Nile.'     {Geogr.  Worl.  iv.  p.  a  r .  .) 

Al-IdrEst  says  that  Dongola  was  five  days  higher  up  the  river  than  'Alwali 
(ed.  Rome)  [p.  29].  The  town  is  now  called  Old  Dongola  to  distinguish  it  from 
New  Dongola  or  Ordi. 

^  The  words  ijjl  csU-  are  inserted  by  mistake  of  the  scribe. 

'  It  seems  clear  from  Olympiodorus,  Priscus,  Procopius,  and  Barhebraeus  that 
Christianity  was  not  exclusively  accepted  among  the  Nubians  before  the  reign  of 
Justinian  I ;  but  there  were  Christians  there  in  the  fifth  century,  as  the  statement 
of  Cosmas  Indicopleusles  would  prove,  and  probably  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Constantine  {Abfl  '1-Faraj,  ed.  Pococke,  p.  135),  and  perhaps  even  from  the  time 
,     m  in  [II.  7,] 
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and  the  religion  of  the  law  of  Christ  was  Bahriyi,  son  of  the  king's 
sister,  who  was  learned  in  the  science  of  the  sphere,  and  was  wise 
and  skilful.  When  he  was  converted  to  the  religion  of  Christ,  all  the 
blacks  of  Nubia  followed  him ;  and  he  built  for  them  many  churches, 
throughout  the  land  of  Nubia,  and  many  monasteries,  which  are  still 
flourishing,  and  some  of  them  are  at  a  distance  from  the  river  and  some 
upon  its  banks. 

In  the  land  of  Nubia  is  the  city  of  Ibrim',  the  residence  of  the 
Lord  of  the  Mountain,  all  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  of  the  province 
of  Maris ;  it  is  enclosed  within  a  wall.  Here  there  is  a  large  and 
beautiful  church,  finely  planned,  and  named  after  our  Lady,  the  Pure 
Virgin  Mary.  Above  it  there  is  a  high  dome,  upon  which  rises  a  large 
cross^.  When  Shams  ad-Daulah^  brother  of  Al-Malik  an-Nasir  Salah 
ad-Din  Yiisuf  ibn  Ayyub  the  Kurd,  brother  of  Shirkiih,  marched  into 
Upper  Egypt,  in  the  caliphate  of  Al-Mustadi,  the  Abbaside,  after  the 


of  the  Apostles.  See  the  discussion  of  this  question  by  Lelronne  in  his  MalMaux 
pour  Vhisloire  du  Christianisnie  en  Affypts,  en  Nuliie  el  en  Aliyssinie,  p.  42,  &c.  It 
is  said  that  the  empress  Theodora  sent  a  mission  to  spread  the  monophysile 
doclrine  in  Nubia  ;  see  Gibbon,  Decline  and  Fall,  ch.  47.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  The  Latin  and  Greek  Primis.  It  stands  a  few  miles  above  Derr  and 
Korosko,  and  must  have  been  near  tlie  borders  of  tlie  province  of  Maris.  In  the 
sixth  century  it  seems  to  have  formed  the  southern  limit  of  the  country  of  the 
Blemmyes,  according  to  Olympiodoms  and  the  Greek  inscription  of  Silco  at 
Kalabshah  (see  Lelronne's  Memoir  quoted  above).  There  are  still  some  Roman 
remains  there,  although  it  was  never  part  of  a  Roman  province,  and  can  only 
have  been  an  advanced  post.     {A.  J.  B.) 

'  It  is  only  in  remote  and  desert  places  that  the  Copts  venture  even  now 
to  erect  a  cross  over  the  cupola  of  a  sacred  building.  Macarius,  bishop  of 
Jerusalem,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  to  set  a  cross  upon  a  dome,  according 
to  Al-Makrtzi.     (A.  J.  B.) 

'  Al-Malik  al-Mu'azzam  Shams  ad-Daulah  Tiir5n  ShSh,  surnamed  Fakhr 
ad-D!n,  was  an  eider  brother  of  Saladin.  In  a.  h.  569  he  was  sent  to  subdue 
a  rebellion  in  Yaman.  In  a.  h.  571  he  was  appointed  Saladin's  lieutenant  at 
Damascus;  and  in  Safar  a.m.  57(>=June  a.  n.  1180  he  died.  See  Ibn  Khallikan 
(trans.  De  SUne),  i.  p.  284  ff. ;  Ibn  Shaddad  (ed.  Schultens),  p.  Z9- 
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extinction   of    the    Fatiraide   dynasty,   the    last   caliph    of    which    was 

Ai-'Adid  li-Dini  'Ilah,  in  the  month  of  Jumada  the  First,  of  the  year 

56S  (a.  U.  1 1 73),  under  the  government  of  the  Ghuzz  and   Kurds,  he 

invaded  this  district'  with  his  troops  who  accompanied  him,  and  with  Pol.  96b 

those  who  gathered  together  to  him  [as  he  proceeded],  and  he  collected 

the  boats  from  the  cataract.     In  this  town  [of  Ibrim]  there  were  many 

provisions  and  ammunitions  and  arms,  and  the  [troops  of  Shams  ad- 

Daulah]  marched  thither  ;    and  when  they  had  defeated  the  Nubians, 

they  left  the  town  in  ruins,   after  conquering  it;   and  they  took  the 

Nubians   who    were   there    prisoners.     It   is   said   that  the   number  of 

Nubians  was  700,000  men,  women,  and  children  ;   and  seven  hundred 

pigs  were  found  here.     Shams  ad-Daulah  commanded  that  the  cross 

on  the  dome   of  the   church   should  be  burnt,  and   that    the   call   to 

prayer   should   be   chanted    by    the   muezzin   from   its   summit.      His 

troops  plundered  all  that  there  was   in  this  district,  and  pillaged  the 

church  throughout;  and  they  killed  the  pigs.     And  a  bishop  was  found 

in  the   city ;    so   he  was  tortured  ;    but  nothing  could  be  found  that 

he  could  give  to  Shams  ad-Daulah,  who  made  him  prisoner  with  the 

rest,   and    he   was    cast   with   them    into   the    fortress,  which   is  on  a 

high   hill    and   is   exceedingly  strong.      Shams  ad-Dau!ah  left  in   the 

town  many  horsemen,  and   placed   with  them  the  provisions  and  the 

weapons  and  ammunition  and  tools.     In  the  town  a  quantity  of  cotton 

was  found,  which  he  carried  off  to  KHs  and  sold  for  a  large  sum.    Before 

this  time,  Muhammad  al-Kh^zin  had  captured   Ibrim,  in   the  days  of 

Kafur  al-lkhshidi,  under  the  dynasty  of  the  Abbasides. 

§  In  the  history  of  the  holy  church  and  in  the  biographies  of  the  fathers 
and  patriarchs  it  is  said  concerning  Anba  Kh^'il,  the  forty-sixth  patriarch, 
that  when  money  was  extorted  from  him,  in  the  caliphate  of  Marwan 
al-Ja'di,  the  last  of  the  Omeyyad  caliphs,  by  the  emir  of  Egypt,  Salah 
ad-Din  Yusuf  the  Kurd^,  and  the  patriarch  went  up  to  Upper  Egypt, 
to  beg  for  assistance  from  the  people  there,  and  when  Cyriacus,  king  Pol.  S7a 

'  Cf  Al-Makrizt,  Khim,  ii.  p.  rrr . 

'  This  is  an  anachronism  due  to  the  carelessness  of  a  copyist.  The  emir  in 
question  was  'Abd  al-Malik  ibn  Miisa  ilm  Nasir, 


y  Google 


268  CHURCHES  AND  A!ONAST£RIES  OF  EGYPT. 

of  Nubia,  heard  of  this,  he  was  angry  and  filled  with  indignation 
because  the  patriarch  was  thus  humiliated  and  pressed  for  money  ; 
so  he  assembled  his  troops  and  marched  towards  Egypt',  accompanied 
by  100,000  horsemen  and  jco.oco  camels;  now  Nubian  horses  are 
small  ^,  like  the  Sai^est  of  the  Egyptian  asses,  but  have  a  great  power  of 
enduring  fatigue.  When  the  Nubians  entered  Egypt,  they  plundered 
and  slew,  and  took  many  prisoners,  and  laid  waste  many  inhabited 
places  in  Upper  Egypt,  as  they  marched  towards  Misr.  Now  when 
the  ruler  of  Egypt  heard  what  was  the  cause  of  their  coming,  and  was 
told  as  follows :  'When  the  patriarch  of  Egypt  went  up  to  ask  assistance 
of  the  Christians  in  Upper  Egypt,  news  of  this  reached  the  king  of 
Nubia,  and  the  king  of  Abyssinia,  and  [another]  king  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  patriarch  of  Egypt ;  and  [the  first-named]  was 
indignant  at  the  news;'  then  [the  governor  of  Egypt]  released  the 
patriarch  from  his  obligations  and  ceased  to  extort  money  from  him, 
and  begged  him  to  write  to  the  king  of  Nubia  and  bid  him  return  [to 
his  own  country].  So  the  patriarch  wrote  to  the  king  as  he  was 
requested,  and  the  king  returned,  and  no  longer  acted  as  he  had  done, 
but  departed  to  his  own  country. 

\  According   to  the   history  of  the  church   and    the  biography  of 


'  This  account  is  borrowed  from  the  biography  of  the  patriarch  KhS'il  in  the 
compilalion  of  Sevenis  of  Al-UshmQnain ;  see  Anc.  Fonds  Arabe  139,  p.  162  f. 
Cf  Al-Makrizt,  Khim,  i.  p.  1 1  a  . 

*  The  patriarchal  biographer  says  {he.  cil.) : 

L^     J    l^jlj     tyJjU     JiUj    OJlS^  ^    tfiJl     Jil     ^yl     ^^>    li^l     ^    JJbb.     Jjjj 

'  It  was  stated  to  me  by  one  who  witnessed  it  with  his  own  eyes  that  tlie  horses  on 
which  the  Nubians  rode  used  to  fight  in  battle  both  with  their  forefeet  and  with 
their  hindfeet,  just  as  their  riders  were  fighting  upon  their  backs.  They  were 
small  horses,  no  higher  than  asses.' 

Al-Mas'Qdt  also  testifies  to  the  smallness  of  the  horses;  see  Murdj  adh- 
Dhahab,  ii.  p.  382.  YakGt  says  that  the  Nubian  king  had  thoroughbred  horses 
{^he.  J^),  but  that  the  commons  (i^Ull)  had  slow,  heavy  horses,  of  no  particular 
breed  (^yJj';>)i  ^^^  Geogr,  Wort,  iv,  p.  at.  . 
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Anba  Joseph  1,  the  fifty-second  patriarch,  Ibrahim,  brother  of  Al-  Fol.  97  b 
Ma'man,  the  Abbaside  [caliph],  sent  a  letter  to  Zacharias,  king  of 
Nubia,  asking  him  to  send  a  tribute^  of  slaves  equivalent  to  the  amount 
for  fourteen  years.  But  as  the  king  could  not  do  this,  he  sent  his  son 
George^  to  Bagdad,  to  Ibrahim.  So  Ibrahim  rejoiced  when  he  saw  him, 
because,  although  the  king  had  been  prevented  from  carrying  out  the 
request  that  had  been  made  to  him,  yet  he  had  sent  his  son,  than  whom 
he  possessed  nothing  dearer ;  and  IbrShim  also  admired  the  submission 
of  the  son,  who  exiled  himself  in  obedience  to  his  father;  and  therefore 
Ibrihlm  conferred  upon  the  king  all  the  favours  that  he  asked  for,  and 
sent  his  son  back  to  Misr,  where  he  was  lodged  at  the  house  of  the  emir, 
who  was  governor  of  Egypt.  Now  [George,  the  son  of  the  king  of 
Nubia,]  desired  to  visit  the  father  and  patriarch  ;  and  therefore  went  to 
see  him,  with  great  respect,  and  received  his  blessing,  and  asked  him  to 
consecrate  an  altar  for  him,  that  he  might  carry  it  to  the  palace  of  the 
emir  where  he  was  lodged.  So  the  patriarch  granted  the  request  [of  the 
king's  son]  and  sent  him  a  consecrated  altar*,  and  sent  bishops  and 
priests  and  deacons  to  him,  who  celebrated  the  liturgy  upon  the  altar, 
and  gave  the  communion  to  the  king's  son  and   to  those  who  were 

'  Or  YQsab.  He  occupied  the  see  from  a.  d.  831-850  (?);  see  Renaudot, 
Hist.  Pair.  pp.  277-294. 

'  From  the  time  of  the  caliph  'UlhmSn,  the  Nubians  were  allowed  to  live  at 
peace  with  their  Muslim  neighbours,  on  condition  of  paying  3  yearly  tribute  (kib) 
of  400  or  360  able-bodied  slaves  lo  the  caliph.  In  the  time  of  A!-Ma'mfln  this 
custom  fell  into  desuetude,  and  for  that  reason  IbrSMm  demanded  the  arrears  of 
fourfeen  years,  which  would  have  deprived  Nubia  of  a  considerable  number  of 
men  in  the  prime  of  life.  See  the  article  on  the  Bak^  in  Al-Makrfzt,  Khiiat, 
i.  pp.  iH'p.r  ;  cf.  Al-Mas'fldt,  Mur&j  adh-Dhahab  {ed.  Barbier),  iii.  p.  39;  YikQt, 
Geogr.  Wdrt.  iv.  p.  nr.  . 

'  This  narrative  Is  taken  from  the  biography  of  the  patriarch  YflsSb  in  the 
compilation  of  Severus  of  Al-Ushmflnain ;  see  Paris  MS.,  Anc.  Fonds  Arabe  139, 

'  This  would  probably  be  a  portable  slab,  such  as  is  fitted  on  the  top  of 
Coptic  altars  by  a  sinking  in  the  masonry.  Such  slabs  are  carried  about  for  the 
communion  of  the  sick,  and  are  taken  by  pilgrims  to  Jerusalem.     (A.  J.  B.) 
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^>    SrfL^I     (jiJH     ^1    ^    ^_,to.    ,_^    JJI    yjVi    y^    1^1  H 

,j»  IjU  L(3yi4  OAjuj  uiyi  iii«  ^y  o«iJI  Jfiv^  Ljj-Jl 
-w^Ul  ,j*  !W  J^ljk  tiJI  ill  ^  ^Ull  tWI   WWi 

o jJi  ».wi  <-t.^  tjjidi  a-»-i  rUi  irf*K?.  3^3  v** 

w^«^l  ^1  '^^yj  f.^  l^-^l  ^8~lil,  Irf/  ilW  pji, 
WiAt   £i^   jlj_    Ljjij    £1.   ^j>l!,l   U(rlc  tjijij  LiU^l, 
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.j*lj^  BJfit*  i.|!jti>  ^Jj  £}^j^j  C^b  ^^^]^j'^^^ 
„-._,Ui  iiijjAl  ifl=.U1  >_jb  ail  ft!  nU,  JJ  oJJj-=ll  ^> 
i_i  V+i^  lliij   laj-^   »!lj  Uy-   i«-J>  »«/  f»w" 

i«  twu'u^tj'"^^'  i?>*^j  o-s«^  j»  t-yi  u^  ^Jj  iiws-j 

i>t*i«  H^Sm  L-fjoti  lW*"  ii*«^l  p-l  ,jl=  •JW  LjsJ 
i;.^^!  u.fi%U  7;?3m  Cijl,  -Eqq  V4i  J  ii,yj-  ji  J,>WI 

IM-ULjiU  MJJW)     'L-jiW  w'j'^  <j«^)j  O-^j^l^l^ 

lWUw"  iMijWi  jV4i.^  sa:^_j  uwi^  Ci*i  i*  o^jji-y 
jii,  ujj.41  iSCJTTiSGrsJSi  Ui  ^  d^V*,_,  JUj^ 

■^  ^  tfjj  ^1  .^  J*  >tf  -Wi  i«  ii™  >iJl 

41  vlji.  ulii-  L-JUr  iji  l»ij  rV*'j'  V*"^  O-iwll  ijs-JJ 
-U*i  l4y  tJ^  ^Li^^^  (_-^ub  Jrt^l  ja^iJl  i..*J*>iiU  wi^Jj 


y  Google 


tfjlj  L.  ^^1    .1^  Ji^  _^    ^^  1^1    JJjj  ^U,  ^j^  ]^ 

•-i^jj  w\  jM^\  lJjS  ^y  /i  jj*^  jii.  IJut,  .jis  ^^j 
jiJi  tiw,  lW*w  tkMl  ^^1  f_.l  j>t  J;i3  V,.  I^** 

r~^  jj^  j4^  ^  '-'A'^  ^   •*^*"flJl*  j-fc>^^  L^^  B^>i«*( 

jjlc  iUjli  ^j*j    lAMj  £^-'^—  H*^    ^^  ^^^  l-^  r^' 
*«  H*  I--**  W  J--/  'Jf-I  ^l^  tW»»-  &•  i-'J—l  l^iila, 


I  us  sWa.  yj*  ij 


tajfisJIj ' ja.  »j>-^i  «j-iii  Lrs.:^!  ,j«iii  iH^  j)  1^  scu. 

-iS--Jl  jljj^j  JS  ^jj  Si,i_,  „^  ^^,  ^  ,^  K-,lU»d 
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Ijl    Ki^l    ,;e-=y  ijjill    1^    ^>  l»/j  pji>  U^J  iJ^V  *- 

!,i»l\  ^  ».>J)  "^  "tJ'iM  Ur^  S*yA-_j  ajy  Iflu^y 
^  ^1  gli)  gj«  »i;wJl  ^^  Uf*  iji)  ij-Wl  'iy  ^]) 

J«  .^  ^j  i/ljal'  >£*^  Ji    e'i    1^    U-^J    U»,_^»-    i^>^^ 

ijl^  i»Jj,  iS\j^\  Ji  i-i   ^^  (j^  djui«  iSJ~y  M' 
KiyUI  s,L»i»J1  ij^jU\  w»  ijjll  u*»l!  >syLi  ftii^j  gV«j 

^Uyll  >\kt  ^j  t^»iAi  ,^^  ^_j  cU-JI  i*  J!  'j^ 

'■  «^)  lyj  ^^^J  ffj'  ^  W  J*!**-  "-^^  *^  ^''  '^'^ 
u-iki)i  .w^  i«tJi  c^wi  j«  u  ^h  ^^  i^  "^' 

a^  j^tfli  Jf  ij^  >i  j«-  u^«  ff  "-f^'   V-=  '-^ 

/jj  j-j  iU.yi  i:-.  uy^  u  ^  ^  Bjij,  *--«■  *i^ 

jjjj    -fc-)\    j_jl^    sAiii    4^4*^  j»^^  ^1*^^    ^^fiijl    ^   j-^U^^    ^^1 
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iU^  J^  ^t**J1  [*L**  <5^  J^j  u^*  i-oW  All?*  'UU  (_^*JW 
aaX^  SjiJ'  !l«  &^^I  1^  ^j  J3  iJJaJl  US  U)i,y 

C#^  BfOiiJjl  ^  ^Jil  t^itj   iUl  j«<i.  A*^  4^  ^^dw<  ijfiw 

^    li^j-lU:*   tiUiJl   li^l    ,:rfU^   ijy.    j.,1^    J,   ..^M 

j-i-  Ijl  ul  li.  u^l  tjll  ,^1,  fSWl  Aij  ^  ^i  i«^l, 
^jkJl  ^1  |,ju  .jj^  ^,^,  lli^UJI  J\  f^i^  jr  vW 

j^ys  t.1  ii-»Jlj  .iUl  ,j«sjjj  ijjl^l  ^te^  ^j*  i,^i-«H 
ii--jJI  J^  1,.  Jf  Sols  ^,1^  lijls,  i^i»u  |_ji)l  „.,,J^I^ 

t^;^  jiJl  tv*  <j4>  ^^  ^^  W   c^i>*  ***?  ^  (J^lii  Ijl  Ail 

yji,  sJJ  ,«^!yi  w  o^  .^1  tU  JW  „1  liUl  Jill  lU 
iG5    -W  a)  ^U-tl[,  oljXJl,  livJl  i^  ^;^  A4„|  ^ 


y  Google 


.1-.  .  fX^  ^1  gfU\  jj,li  1 

^y:Jl    WW    l»    cj~Jl    s-^1   S^-i)    3.^^    i«-     l^yl    Jl 

jL.  E5  JiiJl  Of—-  'js-JS)  Jj-jJl  fj-jWf^  Ua  j^ 

ULill    |«jilj»    ByllUl  ijjj^\  !u-J1    f_l    Ji    iSiJ    ^■'^^ 

fcti  iijij  ^  fJJi  I*,*  ia_  t,yX*j  lyjll  l».  vj^'  It^ 

IB  (j/ill    tiU-    ,j_/  tPj^   IJyj-  ^/JU    1>^)«A!>    iw* 

J-t    •i-jjjjl  gjy)1   "iSli-   jj~;f  (IjoJl   ^   u_jUA1  ,riMJl 
^  U  ya*  j^\  o*^i   1^1  >^  w^  j^^  LbiJI  ^Axf  u-*^ 

ai  k;U*L,   gli  Kil  jO  jU   l<4>  J^j   j~j-  j;  Jj:  V^l 

ij^  ml  (js-Jl  i:«*oa  rV'V  ^i>^  ijBllJl  IimJi  iu,}  V45J 

1^  lu|^    -lyii.  ii,    1^^  o-il    t^J    !jj=^    i«?-Jl    «j»  Jj 

layjjJl  jjS  Uy  j<^j  "^^y   ;~i)  UiLaii  fJiij,  Uyt^ 

t>-  W.ki-av'jU'"  j-oi  J'ji*J^_j  j^lr'y  Wy'-j  ^y^ 


y  Google 


UJl  ij-J—il  t,:*i)l  tr^   t«Jj!jW  ii^  dJ^j   <j«^  U 

f?ai  f.9>t  i)j  jjiy  |.««^y  tji  c*>iU  !r*j-«j  l^j^j 

JjL  ^  l(UaUi  jyy  U4JI  tjttsi  «,=*»y  iujJ«)Jl  **« 

ti^    ^4^0*    ^\    i^pUl^l    kLl^«>^    ujjl    ji  ^:.«XaJU    (_,wjLiJl 

W  i/l  ijiil  iJa-V  "^  'i^U  Iji^yJJW  Oj/il  ^1 

(fc_l  ,^  S4J  |>4^1t>A^^  [j-iW  tti>a  t^  Uii\j  J^^l  o^ 
O^ji  J  £\,i  iSi)  SSaJS  ^.J3I  ^l  jJlj  i4SJ.j  (jllUl  !oA-Jl 
M^^S  ^  J^j  \^  jt^\  Ljl*,   gii  iMW-^j   H-JS  siLyJl 

ij-=»i'  1-4'  tf^viy  f4-*-^l  i^jjj;  i^  "y»"j  iWJI  yjjJl 
i4(  ^j  a^_,  liji.  jij  mis  u>ji  o~y  -Ux  jt^\  iji 

"U  Urt  ^  ya.  «*  IJ-o)  JJ*11    •JUII    'j*  o-JliOl  i«^L.a" 

»»<  uv-  J5  6lji«»  iU«ii  ii-iJi  a^  j»_j  y-yi  ii. 

,y«  li,^  mi.,  jJ«JI   ^ilj  j*j  jUlj  o--iIlj    JjtiJl   trtJ-») 


y  Google 


U^jt,    U(-J1    (i^    J\    j.\j^-Jl\    loU*    g-    f^Uii    JJ,WI 

>~*  y-Sj  uiiiii  gijjii)  i«;:)i)  L^i  ^U  i^iM=j  od:iU>Ji 

nil  t^rf  o-  r*^  P*!-  iPi  Ilm  ^  yy  »,«-)Ji:Jl  ss'-a' 
f^Juy  i-A^j  ij"j-Jj  Saul  »i«  sU  ,ji!l  uWyi^  li^j 
^y  jjiJl  ijfc  ' jil*j  <^ jiill  jJlf-JI  o-^iuia)  i-tkioJl  £^jl 

i^UjI  ify  Ijju-^  |Jj  lit.  ]j^  |J  L.  iiM-  i_iA=.lslj  J>K*. 
t-^   yti^ij  l^  o-wi*!'  IKuii,   i."-!-^!   fjW'   l)t>   u"»- 

P*H>4i^  L^^yi  f*^i  L*jiJ  «j^  **^*  |y*  r^ij^  r*'^ 
Uji  fiMi  Jj.^1  W  U^jU-f  yi*!  i_s^l  sj*Ji  tiiij 
U  i.-t«  ij\  f4>  M  j^\  -fe-Sj^y\  iMi\  ci^  y-s  ij^l 
Uj  \^J~  Use  _^1  uUu^  tJJI  iJ__,l  ijvJl  !,ljB  uii^iil 

fS^"  cyjla  ^  •_?**_>»  *W  '•**  Jl  will  li>M.a.  J-a. 

i^jiUl  ^  IjW"  r**^'  -w/j  ^-J  ^  1k^  ^^J  %' 
j»JI  uVbj  Ul,  uv-  JJJ  i,*lfe  >jl  i—ivill  .ji  gy^  ^^ 


y  Google 


jjiijj  ,,.=.yi  >«yii  ^  ijiii  n  tMi^i  ^  \^  uj  iL.«ii 
liUv-"  M  ui  \ji*  Ofi]  |.ijj  r^it  uiy-^  ,_^i  tj-y 
f**'!  jj«y)i  ii»  oiyw  1^  uwj  ^j*  *3u  ji-  j«t.i 

lu,^!  yil  iM  J^  ««1  uuJI  CiJl  jJit  iW-Jl  wJjiy 
Ij-jiy  i^iiiV  ji\j^t   y-"^   y-iti!  ti«£)l  t/lj  Ij^'-^ 

o-l-J!  ilii  ul  Lj»?  bU^  ")"^  is-^  J'  !«'-"  eyiJli 
Ljf'^'i  Jjcijrt  L-  u-!e  Hw-JI  "lii-  ,fjj>  ^>>y  li"  lajSL^sy 

Sti*  i>i^^,aUJl  t>Mi^l  l^  ,-t>^u  tiw  *LVr  f^  vj\  i^^^mUl 

yi,  UmII  ui.>  Ibi,  wlc  u\/  U  j~-l|  jIi  u^l  ^*;-  cjH 
l_jji=j  ijjJI   ^jUayi   ^  lji)j«w  Li»iU   i^LUl  ^^l  l,aLi 

jt^i-  fjy  sju-  a~ii  J  r*>=-;:*  i^'-:Ji  e-*—  >— iw  j-j^' 


y  Google 


S^UJl  i_Sjj«H  iiV!-JJ  Sw  Uy  i>.UJ  i_jjLaJI  u-«  U*  f" 

i,.^_^  lijl-  reli»ll  iMi^J,  iJ^i-J'  o-tuW  HmJ  i-v^ 
JUl,  *>Lu.  ^J^^\  ^  U*  i>-  iwyf!^  »«  Wfijj-^*' 
^  (Jf.  01*="  l^j  jjiK"  Ui-  J,ot  ^1  ^j  ^^  W* 

owliiu  i.^1  i::3i  Ui  3*3^^1  fi^j-  'j*'^'  "U.^^' 
i-y  i>yii  ii~»M  £V-:Ji}  <^JJij  W*A)j  i/ul'  i^"^' 

U^_,  fjbj  liJU  l«^  pliJl  o^j  wjUl  ^li-jJi*  W*.l 
iji»,  vjli\j  ...fM  gWjJJj  *-^j  l-^*jJ'  •^  I*^'  i^-^^ 
j*.1™j  c^^I  jJljisJI  ji-,  iJiiill,  ,_-»iiJ>   ^lixilli  \^\y,\ 

_,Wui.ai  ^  >ii^!  w  ^ij  "--^i.^  i-^j  oiUsi"  u* 

jiljaJI    ill    |,j».     li-Jj     jlji  ,.^1     i/4*    "y^    >^J 

j-lj  Wl  irfM^I  <>^  iayy>  Ub^M.  tiii  ^yt(  f4>)=- 

^jt  l4j,i  jVi,  Sji«J\  u-sJ  oijiJi'  |>J1  u4l^yi  gWlj 
O-l-JI  C*  U-«^  Wi  e=-J  Ul^  ^    l^  Wf  i"J  -^l  ^ 

ii.j«   ^1   Uy    l«J   u-iyWlU   fj^    £3Vi    i^j    liw^lj   U'J 


y  Google 


<_Laf  ^^jJJl  f^^^  i^J^  i>4i  U3  U;6^  *!''-'  (:►-•»"  w\**aft^-°'^. 
t,— *  tf:Jl  j*J  a^  l""-  W*l»  *-«^  J»J  ^^J/-  '^-l) 

^1   «iJI  .j»  ^   la^  t)-=y  l«!~ii  HijHJ.!  M>lj  tfV^ 

,_,*J,1     J^l     C-l     lMl~,     J.jJ     L>«S     iJ*     ^i^'     l*!^     I-"J 

jii,  iU  yj  o^yi  J-y»-  ^  ijlj  (J  lis-  J**  >*j  LiajWl 
«l-Li^  lUI  ul  *l,ji)l  c»j^  o4^ai  Vjjjj  ;.jl  ^  qA- 
i_f,jU^  .Ul  ,^U  u~j  -Ul  ijtjjij  04-111  i>=  1^^  J^l 

JJ^l  u^-Ia^^  1^  Ur^'M^i^    iLjL*  ^%^  <>«  (_^1^  iruilubl  U-J! 

>J-  t.jj  i3*;iy  »»,-.  ,j*  ^UJl  j(i)l  J*  jji  lUoi-  y.^ 

(5^  >J^U  |Wil  U  u^  u-5J«^  W  iJ'-«  »Jj*f  li*  tM-  Lf'* 
|J  Uioj  ylf  t,\j^    IJjW   'tia.  oy,_jl  l4i,jU  i4^i  |J  ,jSjl 

rfH.  ^W^l  t^j  &-  1^1  i^  ljJJI  ^pi-~Jl  ■'•'j^l  wl^ 

UXid     u>iJ«»i(  J**l^      (_M      ^^      ^      tflLj*i      V^'      ->*      tti.«J!  '^ 

Ojfjli?     L/'    i_(?^l     *^1*^    ^     ^^    iiA*^J-*     t|l      (_(?*yil     i^;l^ 

L^AJDl  uhJL.,  uM*  |H^^   Gt^j^  i_k|«   .JJj   ^  ^j   Qm« 

Uil*  J*y  J-^*^  li-lM-  '-i>  i_SuJl  Jilj  •>t*--  ^  'ry*'  ^ 
j»mH    L«,,   jjj    ^1    ^.S    Uy   OiM^I  S^*v»   UU-vj    4_^^^fi 


y  Google 


i>^  djiy^  "J  Jl"  ^^  ^'J*  y^i.  lUw*  i^fiv^Jl  ,>t~l1 
i;,*!  uW-  j^  Jl  Awll  1«j:._,  lL«t.  iLi=j^  ^_\^j  laUj 

lb  i_^U    HU».    L.    ^jjul    LisU    ,^j    p^l    «*i    ^1    liyliJ 

fj  U;  JjiJl  Lji  l-lji'^  iil-Wl  J?-^  *Jo  ^  wU^  fil-Jli^Jl 
g„UJl^=.Ul  B-iU,!  j,j»Jl    D-Jl,   J^     'iJl   i-!-'^\  "J=^ 

ij^u  a_j  folj)  jtM  U^  jy4l  s*— i  ti*  'o^  ^  J" 
ll^l^Wl  i4Wl  H-l-ilill  iwsJl  Wjljll  i^WI  S,>^:J1  --J-"- 
j,yiJl  y  |,jl^l  o-syi  i^l  i^^  fe»fui:Jl  If-iySI 

i_,yi  jjiJi  i>o  j«iiJi  jj)i  lUi^i  i;-  «*!^i  J.M1  6^1 

^Ijiii  ^1  «=-^\  iWjJI  o-iW  iril  Jjy.  '>i^l  tL''^l 
1=^  ,j-jii  ^l-Jl  ^  iiljill  ii-5a:>  ,.<4W1  ate  ^  ijnii 
„^  Jl  vW»^l  JJ j  ^  yj  fi^j  js_  i.«.l  ^  s,/,UI 


y  Google 


s»|,l  iiJ«,   ^L^l   sJyj  ^^  u~-  ^Ull  ^_,  \^^\  y!  liui^ 

^j  Jj^Jl  (.iiJL!  W  i,AU^l  j-sAMi  11,1  ^Ul  _rs™Jl  u-jN 
iJiSj  ijJI  JU^  j»j  ^u  iit«  fJi  ijcill  „-  «i  Ue  jjiM 
■Ji^\  Mj  iISi  Jt-  >^J"1  flj jjJl  !"-»  wl  M<  I-  t^ 
o,WtJI  UjjBjj  li-jiii  ijo^  •**  H  U.»a.  U«jj  oyaO 
l;^  ^1  U.«jj  i^.^^^!  ul^l  UJ'  &lu»)  iu;^  t?^)) 


y  Google 
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